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LOUP POWER DISTRICT 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

July 28, 2020 
 
 

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Loup River Public Power District was held 
at Loup Power District’s Service Center, Columbus, Nebraska on July 28, 2020. 
 

Notification of the meeting was published in the Columbus Telegram and on the Loup Power 
District website. 
 

Director Langemeier presided as Chairman of the meeting and Assistant Secretary Angell Robak 
recorded the minutes. 
 
Roll call showed: 

Present : Tooley, Donoghue, Zach, Fleming, Cerv, Drozd, Knott (via telephone), 
Aerni, Heesacker, Langemeier 

 Absent: None 
Staff Present: Neal Suess, Ron Ziola, Korey Hobza, Walt Williams, Dan Hellbusch, 
Todd Duren, and Amanda Henry 
Absent:  None 
Others: None 

 
Chairman Langemeier reminded everyone of the open meetings law and stipulated this meeting 
would be conducted according to the Nebraska open meetings law. Chairman Langemeier also 
stated he will be conducting the meeting based on Robert’s Rules of Order. 
 
President/CEO Suess welcomed Mr. Korey Hobza, the new Vice President of Engineering to his 
first Board meeting. Mr. Hobza introduced himself to the Board and provided a brief history of 
himself. 
 
The minutes of the June 23, 2020 meeting were approved. 
 
The following reports were presented to the Directors: the June 2020 Staff Operations Report – 
Exhibit 20-113; the June 2020 Bank Reconciliation Report – Exhibit 20-114; the June 2020 
Vendor Payment Report – Exhibit 20-115. Additional reports presented to the Directors included 
various financial metrics of the District for June 2020 – Exhibit 20-116; selected financial 
information – Exhibit 20-117;  NPPD’s Board of Directors Board Meeting Agendas for the July 
8-9, 2020 NPPD Board Meeting – Exhibit 20-118; and NPPD’s Virtual RRC/PRAB/Customer 
Meeting Agenda and Presentations for the July 16, 2020 Microsoft TEAMS Meeting – Exhibit 
20-119.  
 
Executive Committee 
A letter addressing Damage and Repair from the mid-March 2019 Storm Event is filed as Exhibit   
20-120. 
 
President/CEO Suess indicated the contract for the intake wing wall at the Headworks was 
awarded to Midwest Infrastructure, and construction will begin in early August, with completion  
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expected this fall. Mr. Suess stated that all breached areas of the Canal have been filled in and 
sealed, and management is working with Olsson, Inc. on the final survey to submit to the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) for approval by August 1, 2020. Mr. Suess noted that 
the District filed a water management plan with FERC in late June, regarding the filling of the 
Loup Power Canal to normal levels as well as taking water above the 2,000 cfs level. 
President/CEO Suess stated that management is waiting on FERC to comment on the plan before 
taking substantially more water into the Canal. Mr. Suess stated that construction on the 
Horseshoe Dike repairs has been completed, and noted the Lower Loup Natural Resources 
District (LLNRD) has agreed to pay half of the District’s costs on these repairs. President/CEO 
Suess indicated the District must file a final construction report with FERC in September or 
October. President/CEO Suess indicated that management continues to meet with Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) officials regarding damage claims made by the 
District, and noted that limited funding is coming in. Mr. Suess stated that Senator Sasse’s office 
contacted FEMA regarding this limited funding issue, and FEMA supplied data pertinent to each 
project submitted by the District. Mr. Suess indicated that management is currently reviewing 
this data from FEMA. Management and the Board discussed various issues related to the mid-
March 2019 storm event. 
 
A letter addressing the Hydroelectric Relicensing Update and Other Water Issues is filed as 
Exhibit 20-121. 
 
President/CEO Suess indicated that there has been little activity at FERC since the last Board 
meeting. Mr. Suess stated that District management submitted a letter to FERC commenting on 
the letter the District received from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
agreeing to certain aspects of language change to their Biological Opinion (BO) relating to the 
water temperature in the Platte River at the Louisville gauge and noted that FERC has not yet 
responded to this letter. Mr. Suess noted the District filed several reports with FERC regarding 
instances of flow deviations outside of the License parameters. Mr. Suess stated FERC indicated 
these deviations will not be considered violations of the License, but asked the District to work 
with the United States Geological Survey (USGS) on getting information filed more quickly. 
President/CEO Suess reiterated that the District noted in the Loup River Bypass Reach 
Monitoring Report that the District would wait until the aerial data from the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) becomes available to compare the Loup River bypass reach 
streambank, and FERC has given the District until February 2021 to finalize the report. 
President/CEO Suess indicated the mid-year survey of threatened and endangered species along 
the Loup River Bypass Reach and lower Platte River was conducted by New Century 
Environmental. Mr. Suess noted this year’s survey was much easier due to lower water flows in 
these rivers. President/CEO Suess reiterated the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) ruled in favor of the District regarding the transfer of water from the Platte River basin to 
the Republican River basin, and the District expects an appeal by the losing parties will be filed. 
Mr. Suess indicated the District continues to hold in abeyance the Eighth Circuit Court of 
Appeals filing for review of the License Order, noting the next filing date is October 1, 2020. 
Management and the Board discussed issues related to the District’s License. 
 
A letter regarding the 2020 Nebraska Power Association Load and Capability Report is filed as 
Exhibit 20-122. 
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President/CEO Suess provided the Board with the completed 2020 Nebraska Power Association 
(NPA) Load and Capability Report, which is required to be filed with the Nebraska Power 
Review Board annually.  This report regards the status of future electrical loads and resources of 
the entire state over the next 20 years. Within the report, the statewide forecast projects a 
statewide peak demand increase from 7,129 MW in 2020 to 8,002 MW in 2039, which is a 
compounded annual growth rate of 0.6 percent.  Within the state of Nebraska, there are 7,607 
MW of existing accreditable generating resource capacity.  There are 50 MW of committed 
resources, with all of this being nameplate wind power.  Through the study period, there are 
1,000 MW of planned resources and 75 MW of studied resources. President/CEO Suess 
informed the Board that, with committed resources in place, Nebraska is not expected to see a 
capacity deficit until 2026. With the committed, planned and studies resources, Nebraska is not 
expected to see a deficit until after the 2039 study period. However, of the 7,607 MW of existing 
generating resource capacity, 1,137 MW has been in service for over 50 years and another 2,681 
MW has been in service between 41 and 50 years. Mr. Suess noted that by 2039, approximately 
3,818 MW of resources included in the NPA report will be over 60 years of age. Management 
and the Board discussed details contained in the NPA report. 
 
A letter regarding Land Pricing at the Energy Triangle Addition is filed as Exhibit 20-123. 
 
President/CEO Suess indicated the Energy Triangle Addition includes a total of six platted lots. 
Mr. Suess noted that Lot 1, which is the new Service Center, and Lot 2 are being held by the 
District. Mr. Suess stated that management met with Chris Nelson and Jeff Gokie of C.S. Nelson 
Company to discuss land pricing for the various lots. President/CEO Suess indicated the District 
has an estimated cost of $5,166,858 invested in the Energy Triangle Addition. With a land area 
of 105.77 acres, Mr. Suess stated the overall pricing equates to $48,849.94 per acre. The 
estimated market value for Lot 3 (3.84 acres) is $108,900 per acre; for Lots 4 (1.99 acres) and 5 
(2.40 acres), it is $152,460 per acre; and for Lot 6 (71.63 acres), it is $43,560 per acre. Mr. Suess 
noted that if Lot 6 is divided, certain area pricing may be higher. President/CEO Suess indicated 
that the old Service Center is being marketed at $795,000, which is in line with the appraisal 
done by the City of Columbus for the 12th Avenue viaduct. Management and the Board discussed 
the land pricing at the Energy Triangle Addition in more detail. 
 
A letter regarding a Proposed Change in the October Board Meeting Date is filed as Exhibit 20-
124. 
 
President/CEO Suess indicated that the approved dates for the remaining Loup Power District 
Board of Directors meetings are for the fourth Tuesday of the month, with the exception of the 
September Board meeting scheduled for the fifth Tuesday. Due to a personal conflict with the 
October 27 Board meeting date, Mr. Suess proposed the October Board meeting be moved up 
one week to October 20. After discussion between management and the Board, it was agreed that 
the October Board meeting will be moved to October 20, 2020. 
 
Personnel, Safety, and Insurance Committee 
The Payroll Changes are filed as Exhibit 20-125. 
 
Management and the Board discussed the current status of the Utilityman position at the District 
as well as the feasibility of the District’s Water Heater Program in the future. 
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Support Services Committee 
A letter regarding the Legislative Bill Watch is filed as Exhibit 20-126. 

President/CEO Suess reiterated the 2020 session of the Nebraska Unicameral was suspended 
indefinitely on March 17 due to the current COVID-19 pandemic. The 2020 session resumed 
with senators returning on July 20, 2020 for the remaining 17 days in the session. Vice President 
of Corporate Services Duren presented an updated Legislative Bill Summary and stated bills will 
not be carried over to next year if not acted on by the Legislature. Management and the Board 
discussed items related to the 2020 Nebraska Unicameral session.  

At this time, Vice President of Accounting and Finance/CFO Williams presented the financial 
report for June 2020, filed as Exhibit 20-127. 

The work order letter is filed as Exhibit 20-128. 

Director Donoghue made a motion to approve the work order letter as presented. Director 
Aerni seconded the motion and roll was called.  

Aye: Tooley, Donoghue, Zach, Fleming, Cerv, Drozd, Knott, Aerni, Heesacker, 
Langemeier 

 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 

The motion carried. 

The next regular Board meeting is set for Tuesday, August 25, 2020 at 9:00 A.M.   

President/CEO Suess updated the Board regarding the 2020 Bond Issue, stating the refunding of 
the 2012 Bond Issue was completed on July 24, 2020. 

NPPD’s Annual meeting will be a virtual meeting and is scheduled for August 21, 2020. 

The August 25, 2020 Board meeting will be attended by Jerry Chlopek of NPPD. 

The September 29, 2020 Board meeting will be attended by Tom Kent and Barry DeKay of 
NPPD. 

Director Fleming made a motion to adjourn. Director Cerv seconded the motion. Motion 
carried by voice vote. 

____________________________________ 
Chairman of the Board 

__________________ ___________________________________ 
              Date  Assistant Secretary 


