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Loup River Hydroelectric Project - FERC Project No. 1256
Relicensing Correspondence

DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT

October 13, 1993 Letter Wallace Johnson (USFWS) Owen Lloyd (Loup) USFWS Comments on Proposed Substation

February 5, 1996 Letter R.E. White (Loup)
Bill Berkel (Dept of Water 
Resources)

Water Right

December 7, 2000 Letter Frank Albrecht (NGPC) Owen Lloyd (Loup)
Environmental review of Loup Power District project near 
Columbus, Platte County

October 16, 2001 Letter Dan Nitzel (NOHVA) Lisa Richardson (HDR)
Comments on Preliminary Draft Recreation Management 
Plan

August 23, 2003 Letter Ron Ziola (Loup) Kirk Nelson (NGPC) Game & Parks Issues

April 28, 2006 Letter George Waldow (HDR)

Ann Bleed (NDNR), Frank 
Albrecht (NGPC), Robert 
Puschendorf (SHPO), Steve 
Anschutz (USFWS)

Introduction Letter

May 12, 2006 Letter George Waldow (HDR) Jay Ringenberg (NDEQ) Introduction Letter
August 27, 2007 Letter Ron Ziola (Loup) Barb Friskopp (USACE) 404 Permit Application Amendment

November 15, 2007 Letter
Terry Steinarcher (SHPO), Frank 
Albrecht (SHPO)

USACE 404 Permit Application Amendment #3 Comments

November 30, 2007 Letter Cary Grell (NGPC) USACE 404 Permit Application Amendment #3 Comments
November 30, 2007 Letter John Cochnar (USFWS) USACE 404 Permit Application Amendment #3 Comments

December 3, 2007 Letter Barb Friskopp (USACE) Jim Frear (Loup) 404 Permit Comments
December 10, 2007 Letter Marty Link (NDEQ) Loup Public Power District 404 Permit Application Amendment #3 Comments

January 3, 2008 Letter Ron Ziola (Loup) Barb Friskopp (USACE) 404 Permit #88-01213 Withdrawal
January 8, 2008 Letter Ron Ziola (Loup) Barb Friskopp (USACE) Nationwide Permit 16
January 9, 2008 Letter John Moeschen (USACE) Ron Ziola (Loup) 404 Permit Approval

February 11, 2008 Letter Neal Suess (Loup) Ann Bleed (NDNR) Loup River Activities
April 22, 2008 Letter Neal Suess (Loup) Stakeholders Agency Orientation Invitation Letter

April 25, 2008 Letter
Donald Bright (USDA - Forest 
Dept)

Neal Suess (Loup) Participation Withdrawal

May 12, 2008 Email Emily Buss (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Agency Follow-up Meeting Schedule
May 14, 2008 Email Frank Albrecht (NGPC) Emily Buss (HDR) POC and NGPC Initial Concerns
May 19, 2008 Email Randy Thoreson (NPS) Emily Buss (HDR) POC and NPS Initial Concerns
May 20, 2008 Email John Bender (NDEQ) Emily Buss (HDR) NGO List



Loup River Hydroelectric Project - FERC Project No. 1256
Relicensing Correspondence

DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT

May 30, 2008 Letter Neal Suess (Loup) Stakeholders Open House Invitation Letter
June 2, 2008 Email Philip J Soenksen (USGS) Emily Buss (HDR) USGS Initial Concerns
June 3, 2008 Email Emily Buss (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Agency Follow-up Meeting Schedule Follow-up Email
June 5, 2008 Email John Bender (NDEQ) Emily Buss (HDR) POC and NDEQ Initial Concerns
June 6, 2008 Letter Neal Suess (Loup) Stakeholders Joint Agency Invitation Letter
June 9, 2008 Email Martha (Marty) Link (NDEQ) Emily Buss (HDR) NDEQ POC

June 11, 2008 Email Anna Baum (Upper Loup NRD) Emily Buss (HDR) Upper Loup NRD Initial Concerns

June 16, 2008 Letter
Justin Lavene (Attorney 
General's Office)

Neal Suess (Loup) Attorney General Office POC

June 17, 2008 Email Henry Santin (Nance Co Board) Emily Buss (HDR) Nance County POC and Initial Concerns
June 18, 2008 Email Joe Cothern (USEPA) Neal Suess (Loup) USEPA POC and Initial Concerns
June 19, 2008 Email Emily Buss (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Meeting Reminder and Agenda
June 19, 2008 Email Emily Buss (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Agency Concerns Meeting Reminder and Agenda

June 20, 2008 Letter
Nebraska Department of 
Natural Resources

Emily Buss (HDR)
Issues concerning the relicensing of the Loup Public Power 
District with FERC

June 20, 2008 Letter Neal Suess (Loup) Stakeholders Informational Letter
June 23, 2008 Email Jean Angell (NDNR) Emily Buss (HDR) DNR Initial Concerns

June 23, 2008 Letter
Aaron Thompson (Dept of the 
Interior - Bureau of 
Reclamation)

Neal Suess (Loup) Bureau of Reclamation POC

June 24, 2008 Email Robert Harms (USFWS) Neal Suess (Loup) USFWS Initial Concerns
June 27, 2008 Email Stephanie White (HDR) Randy Thoreson (NPS) Recreation/Land Use/Aesthetics Workgroup Contact List
June 27, 2008 Email Stephanie White (HDR) Jean Angell (NDNR) Water Rights Workgroup Contact List

July 1, 2008 Letter Ron Ziola (Loup) Jean Angell (NDNR)
Information requested regarding irrigators and access to 
project property

July 2, 2008 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Robert Harms (USFWS)
FERC and ESA process discussion and Endangered Species 
List

July 2, 2008 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Randy Thoreson (NPS) Work Group Coordination
July 2, 2008 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders June 25th Meeting Notes
July 3, 2008 Email John Bender (NDEQ) Matt Pillard (HDR) Fish Kill and Integrated Reports



Loup River Hydroelectric Project - FERC Project No. 1256
Relicensing Correspondence

DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT

July 11, 2008 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Robert Harms (USFWS)
FERC and ESA process discussion and Endangered Species 
List

July 14, 2008 Letter Neal Suess (Loup)
Richard Roos-Collins 
(Natural Heritage Institute)

Invitation to Participate in Project Scoping

July 14, 2008 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Robert Harms (USFWS) July 22 meeting Agenda
July 14, 2008 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Meeting Notes and Next Meeting Reminder
July 14, 2008 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Meeting Date Correction
July 15, 2008 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Frank Albrecht (NGPC) Meeting Notes and Agenda for July 24th Meeting

July 16, 2008 Email Randy Thoreson (NPS)
Recreation/Land 
Use/Aesthetics Workgroup

Recreation/Land Use/Aesthetics Workgroup Call

July 18, 2008 Letter Ron Ziola (Loup) Jean Angell (NDNR) Interference Agreements
July 21, 2008 Letter Ronald Asche (NPPD) Neal Suess (Loup) POC Change
July 21, 2008 Letter John Cochnar (USFWS) Neal Suess (Loup) USFWS Technical Assistance
July 25, 2008 Letter RE White (Loup) Kirk Nelson (NGPC) Loup-NGPC Correspondence 2003-2004
July 30, 2008 Email Henry Santin (Nance Co Board) Matt Pillard (HDR) Review of Meeting Notes and Issues Clarification
July 31, 2008 Email Jeff Schuckman (NGPC) Matt Pillard (HDR) Review of Meeting Notes and Issues Clarification

August 13, 2008 Letter Lisa Richardson (HDR) Mary Bomberger-Brown Request for interior least tern and piping plover data
August 13, 2008 Email John Shaddle (NPPD) Matt Pillard (HDR) Review of Meeting Notes and Issues Clarification

August 13, 2008 Email Melissa Marinovich (HDR)
Mary Bomberger-Brown 
(TPCP)

Request for tern and plover data

August 14, 2008 Email Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Joel Jorgenson (NGPC)
Copy of letter requesting data from Tern and Plover 
Conservation Partnership

August 14, 2008 Email Jean Angell (NDNR) Matt Pillard (HDR) Additional DNR Concerns

August 14, 2008 Email Robert Harms (USFWS) Matt Pillard (HDR) Additional USFWS Agenda Item Request

August 15, 2008 Letter
Nebraska Department of 
Natural Resources

N/A Concerns requested to be addressed

August 26, 2008 Email Mary Bomberger-Brown (TPCP) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Tern and Plover Photos

August 26, 2008 Email Mary Bomberger-Brown (TPCP) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Tern Pair with Fish Photo



Loup River Hydroelectric Project - FERC Project No. 1256
Relicensing Correspondence

DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT

August 26, 2008 Email Mary Bomberger-Brown (TPCP) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) More Tern and Plover Photos

August 29, 2008 Letter Jean Angell (NDNR) Pat Engelbert (HDR) DNR Study Requests

September 5, 2008 Letter Lisa Richardson (HDR)
Tony Provost (Omaha Tribe 
of Nebraska)

Project Introduction Letter

September 5, 2008 Letter Lisa Richardson (HDR)
Francis Morris (Pawnee 
Nation of Oklahoma)

Project Introduction Letter

September 5, 2008 Letter
Joel Jorgenson (NGPC) and 
Mary Bomberger-Brown (TPCP)

Lisa Richardson (HDR) Requested Tern and Plover Data

September 18, 2008 Letter June DeWeese (USFWS) Neal Suess (Loup) Supplemental Technical Advisory
October 1, 2008 Letter Kristal Stoner (NGPC) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Response to Request for data

October 22, 2008 Letter
Randall Karstaedt (Department 
of the Interior - Forestry Dept)

Neal Suess (Loup) Participation Withdrawal

October 23, 2008 Letter Ann Miles (FERC)

Ansley Griffin (Omaha Tribe 
of Nebraska), George Howell 
(Pawnee Tribe), Larry Wright 
(Ponca Tribe of Nebraska), 
Trey Howe (Ponca Tribe of 
Oklahoma), Roger Trudell 
(Santee Sioux Tribe), John 
Blackhawk (Winnebago 
Tribe) 

Tribal Consultation

October 29, 2008 Email
Gary Robinette (Ponca Tribe of 
Nebraska

Kim Nguyen (FERC) No Comment on the new permit

November 3, 2008 Email Jean Angell (NDNR) Matt Pillard (HDR) Relicensing Pre Application Document
November 3, 2008 Email Lisa Richardson (HDR) Jean Angell (NDNR) Information Request and Meeting Notes Clarifications
November 3, 2008 Email Jean Angell (NDNR) Lisa Richardson (HDR) Information Request Response and Ice Reports

November 24, 2008 Email John Bender (NDEQ) Matt Pillard (HDR) Fish Tissue Info

http://hdrcollab/sites/Dept134/Shared Documents/Delete/C_080905_LTribal.Omaha_Coordination.doc�
http://hdrcollab/sites/Dept134/Shared Documents/Delete/C_080905_LTribal.Pawnee_Coordination.doc�


Loup River Hydroelectric Project - FERC Project No. 1256
Relicensing Correspondence

DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT

December 1, 2008 Letter Lisa Richardson (HDR) Joel Jorgenson (NGPC)
Information request for piping plover and least tern 
population trends in Nebraska

December 2, 2008 Letter Neal Suess (Loup) Jean Angell (NDNR) Data Request
December 8, 2008 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Notice of Scoping Information

December 9, 2008 Email
Louis Houghton (Winnebago 
Tribe of Nebraska)

Kim Nguyen (FERC) No Comment on the new permit

December 11, 2008 Email Robert Puschendorf (SHPO) Matt Pillard (HDR) SHPO POC
December 12, 2008 Letter Kim Nguyen (FERC) Public and Stakeholder Notice of Scoping Meetings and Site Visits
December 15, 2008 Postcard Loup Public Power District Public and Stakeholder Announcement of SD1 and Invitation to Scoping Meeting

December 19, 2008 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders
Project Update Information (PAD, Notice of 
Commencement, Site Visit, Upcoming Meetings)

December 24, 2008 Letter Kristal Stoner (NGPC) Lisa Richardson (HDR)
Request for information for piping plover and least tern 
population trends in Nebraska

January 5, 2009 Letter Neal Suess (Loup) Robert Puschendorf (SHPO)
Area of Potential Effects for the Loup River Hydroelectric 
Project

January 15, 2009 Email John Bender (NDEQ) Ron Ziola (Loup) Information Request
January 16, 2009 Email Lisa Richardson (HDR) John Bender (NDEQ) Information Request Response for PAD Figure 3-3 Data
January 23, 2009 Letter Jill Dohlberg (SHPO) Neal Suess (Loup) Proposed APE Coordination

January 26, 2009 Email Joel Jorgenson (NGPC) Melissa Marinovich (HDR)
The 2006 International Piping Plover Breeding Census in 
Nebraska (off-Missouri River)

January 27, 2009 Email Christine Thody (TPCP) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Example Census Sheet

January 29, 2009 Email Mary Bomberger-Brown (TPCP) FERC
Tern and Plover Conservation Partnership PAD and Scoping 
Comments

February 4, 2009 Email Jill Dohlberg (SHPO) Michael Madson (HDR) APE Clarification
February 4, 2009 Email Robert Harms (USFWS) Matt Pillard (HDR) USFWS PAD Preliminary Comments/Questions
February 4, 2009 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Study Determination 1 Errata Notice
February 5, 2009 Email Kristal Stoner (NGPC) Matt Pillard (HDR) NGPC POC Change
February 5, 2009 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Study Plan Meeting Save the Date
February 9, 2009 Letter Brian Dunnigan (DNR) Kimberly Bose (FERC) DNR Request for Ice Jam Flooding Study

February 10, 2009 Letter Lisa Richardson (HDR)
Agencies and Interested 
Stakeholders

Study Plan Save the Date



Loup River Hydroelectric Project - FERC Project No. 1256
Relicensing Correspondence

DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT

February 18, 2009 Letter Lisa Richardson (HDR) Robert Harms (USFWS) Confirmation of threatened and endangered species list
February 19, 2009 Letter Neal Suess (Loup) Brian Dunnigan (DNR) Meeting Request
February 27, 2009 Email Neal Suess (Loup) HDR Project Team Meeting with Brian Dunnigan

March 2, 2009 Letter Lisa Richardson (HDR) Frank Albrecht (NGPC) T&E Occurrence Request

March 5, 2009 Email OPPD Lisa Richardson (HDR) OPPD POC Change

March 23, 2009 Email Quinn Damgaard (HDR) John Bender (NDEQ) Request for Individual Reporting Sheets
March 26, 2009 Email Neal Suess (Loup) Brian Dunnigan (DNR) Meeting Request

March 26, 2009 Letter Neal Suess (Loup)

Ansley Griffin (Omaha Tribe 
of Nebraska), George Howell 
(Pawnee Tribe), Larry Wright 
(Ponca Tribe of Nebraska), 
Trey Howe (Ponca Tribe of 
Oklahoma), Roger Trudell 
(Santee Sioux Tribe), John 
Blackhawk (Winnebago 
Tribe) 

Study Plan Tribal Consultation

March 30, 2009 Email Gregory Pavelka (USACE) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Tern and Plover Data
March 30, 2009 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Study Plan Meeting Reminder

April 2, 2009 Letter Lisa Richardson (HDR)
Agencies and Interested 
Stakeholders

Proposed Study Plan Meeting Reminder

April 7, 2009 Letter Racheal Simpson (NGPC) Lisa Richardson (HDR) Response to T&E Occurrence Request
April 7, 2009 Email Racheal Simpson (NGPC) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Requested Data from Nebraska Game and Parks

April 10, 2009 Email John Bender (NDEQ) Quinn Damgaard Loup Power canal fish kill 
April 13, 2009 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders PSP Meeting Reminder
April 14, 2009 Letter Jean Angell (NDNR) Kimberly Bose (FERC) Request for Ice Jam Flooding Study
April 14, 2009 Email Racheal Simpson (NGPC) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Small White Lady Slipper Question

April 15, 2009 Email Martha Tacha (USFWS) Melissa Marinovich (HDR)
NE whooping crane migration corridor and observation 
data

April 20, 2009 Email Kelly Crane (USACE) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Tern and Plover Created Habitat
April 20, 2009 Email Kelly Crane (USACE) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Tern and Plover Design Questions



Loup River Hydroelectric Project - FERC Project No. 1256
Relicensing Correspondence

DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT

April 23, 2009 Email Gary Lewis (HDR)
Mary Bomberger-Brown 
(TPCP)

Requested Paper on Sandbar Studies in Lower Platte

April 27, 2009 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Frank Albrecht (NGPC) Data Needs Meeting
April 28, 2009 Email Jeff Runge (USFWS) Lisa Richardson (HDR) Proposed Study Plan and Study Determination 2 Comment
April 28, 2009 Email Lisa Richardson (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Additional Study Plan Meetings

April 29, 2009 Email Michael Madson (HDR)
Jill Dohlberg (SHPO) and 
Robert Puschendorf (SHPO)

Agenda For 090505 SHPO meeting

May 6, 2009 Email Lisa Richardson (HDR) Jeff Runge (USFWS) Response to Runge 4/28/09 email
May 8, 2009 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Ponca Tribe of Nebraska Study Plan Meeting Information
May 8, 2009 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Study Plan Meeting Information

May 15, 2009 Email Gregory Pavelka (USACE) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Missouri River Habitat Questions
May 15, 2009 Email Gregory Pavelka (USACE) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Additional Missouri River Habitat Questions
May 18, 2009 Email Steve Schainost (???) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Response to Johnson Survey (s) and Rock Ramp Questions
May 19, 2009 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Study Plan Meetings
May 19, 2009 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Study Plan Meeting Reminder

May 20, 2009 Email Matt Pillard (HDR)
Todd Crawford, Louis Pofahl, 
Emily Brummund

Notice to Congressional Members of the 
Agency/Stakeholder Study Plan Mtg Reminder

May 20, 2009 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Agency/Stakeholder Study Plan Mtg Reminder
May 21, 2009 Email Steve Schainost Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Loup River Fish Collection Data
June 2, 2009 Email Jill Dohlberg (SHPO) Lisa Richardson (HDR) May 5th Meeting Note Comments
June 2, 2009 Letter Neal Suess (Loup) Rick Schneider (NGPC) Species Occurrence Data Request
June 2, 2009 Email Gregory Pavelka (USACE) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Additional Response to Missouri River Habitat Questions
June 7, 2009 Email Joel Jorgenson (NGPC) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Tern and Plover Data Questions

June 15, 2009 Email Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Joel Jorgenson (NGPC) Meeting Notes
June 19, 2009 Letter Joel Jorgenson (NGPC) Lisa Richardson (HDR) Loup River Bird Data Requested
June 23, 2009 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Study Plan Information and Comments Reminder
June 26, 2009 Email Frank Albrecht (NGPC) Neal Suess (Loup) NGPC PSP Comments

June 30, 2009 Email
Robert Mohler (Lower Loup 
NRD)

Matt Pillard (HDR) Mohler Email Address Change

June 30, 2009 Email Jeff Runge (USFWS) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Platte river mile shapefiles
June 30, 2009 Email Stephen Wilson (NPS) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Niobrara Census



Loup River Hydroelectric Project - FERC Project No. 1256
Relicensing Correspondence

DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT

July 6, 2009 Email Jeff Runge (USFWS) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Loup river mile response
July 8, 2009 Email Lisa Richardson (HDR) Jean Angell (NDNR) Response to Comments on PSP

July 13, 2009 Email Joel Jorgenson (NGPC) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Response to Data Questions
July 14, 2009 Email Mary Bomberger-Brown (TPCP) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Sand Management Area
July 16, 2009 Email Joel Jorgenson (NGPC) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) 1996 Loup Bird Data
July 16, 2009 Email Joel Jorgenson (NGPC) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) 2001 Bird Data Response

July 17, 2009 Letter Robert Swanson (USGS) John Cochner (USFWS)
Technical Review of Hydrologic and Geomorphologic 
Components of the PSP - USGS Administrative Report

July 21, 2009 Email Rich Kern (NDNR) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) River Miles for the Loup River
July 21, 2009 Email Rich Kern (NDNR) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) River Miles for the Loup River Clarification
July 21, 2009 Email Rich Kern (NDNR) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Loup River Miles clarification
July 27, 2009 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Revised Study Plan filed

August 7, 2009 Letter Brian Dunnigan (DNR) Kimberly Bose (FERC) Proposed Alternate RSP
September 1, 2009 Letter Brian Dunnigan (DNR) Kimberly Bose (FERC) Final Study Plan Determination, Study Plan Number 12
September 3, 2009 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Richard Holland (NGPC) Montana Method

September 16, 2009 Letter Neal Suess (Loup) Robert Puschendorf (SHPO) Phase 1a Archaeological Overview
October 16, 2009 Letter Neal Suess (Loup) Robert Puschendorf (SHPO) Phase 1a Report



Loup River Hydroelectric Project - FERC Project No. 1256
Relicensing Correspondence

DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT

October 16, 2009 Letter Neal Suess (Loup)

Ansley Griffin (Omaha Tribe 
of Nebraska), George Howell 
(Pawnee Nation of 
Oklahoma), Larry Wright 
(Ponca Tribe of Nebraska), 
Trey Howe (Ponca Tribe of 
Oklahoma), Roger Trudell 
(Santee Sioux Tribe), John 
Blackhawk (Winnebago 
Tribe of Nebraska), Julia 
Sage (Ponca Tribe of 
Nebraska), Amen Sheridan 
(Omaha Tribe of Nebraska), 
Douglas Rhodd (Ponca Tribe 
of Oklahoma)

Tribal Consultation - Phase 1a Report

November 2, 2009 Letter Robert Puschendorf (SHPO) Neal Suess (Loup) Phase 1a Concurrence

November 2, 2009 Letter
Cora Jones (Santee Sioux 
Nation)

FERC No Objection to the Proposed Project

November 2, 2009 Letter Neal Suess (Loup) USFWS Comments on the Shovelnose listing
November 23, 2009 Email George Hunt (HDR) David Russ (USGS) Loup River water temperature monitoring scope of work

November 24, 2009 Letter Neal Suess (Loup) Joel Jorgenson (NGPC)
Information request for 2009 piping plover and least tern 
census and location data

November 25, 2009 Email Jeff Runge (USFWS) Matt Pillard (HDR) Loup Study Determination Tasks
December 2, 2009 Email David Russ (USGS) George Hunt (HDR) Loup River water temperature monitoring scope of work
December 3, 2009 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Quarterly Progress Report 1 filed

January 4, 2010 Email Joel Jorgenson (NGPC) Melissa Marinovich (HDR) Response to questions about 2009 LPR Nest Data

January 5, 2010 Email Joel Jorgenson (NGPC)
Melissa Marinovich (HDR) 
and Matt Pillard (HDR)

On River Data Clarification

January 6, 2010 Letter Joel Jorgenson (NGPC) Neal Suess (Loup) Response to Data Requests
January 7, 2010 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Joel Jorgenson (NGPC) Data clarification response
January 8, 2010 Email Joel Jorgensen (NGPC) Matt Pillard (HDR) Data clarification additional follow-up



Loup River Hydroelectric Project - FERC Project No. 1256
Relicensing Correspondence

DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT

January 8, 2010 Letter John Moeschen (USACE) Ron Ziola (Loup) Dredging Project Authorization
January 12, 2010 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Joel Jorgenson (NGPC) Data clarification additional follow-up
January 12, 2010 Email Joel Jorgensen (NGPC) Matt Pillard (HDR) Data clarification additional follow-up

January 19, 2010 Email Quinn Damgaard (HDR)

Randy Thoreson (NPS), Mark 
Ivy (FERC), Jeff Schuckman 
(NGPC), Richard Holland 
(USFWS), Dav Tunink 
(NGPC), Ron Ziola (Loup), 
Jim Frear (Loup)

Recreation Call Notes from 01/14/10

January 19, 2010 Email Mark Ivy (FERC) Quinn Damgaard (HDR) Trail Counter Information
January 22, 2010 Email Robert Harms (USFWS) Matt Pillard (HDR) USFWS Study Plan Input

February 25, 2010 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Quarterly Progress Report 2 filed
March 13, 2010 Email Neal Suess (Loup) Mitch Kush Comments regarding Angling Access

April 5, 2010 Email Mark Ivy (FERC) Lisa Richardson (HDR) Comments on Bypass Reach Survey Meeting Notes
May 24, 2010 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Quarterly Progress Report 3 filed

August 6, 2010 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Study Report Info and Study Results Meeting Reminder
August 11, 2010 Email Jeff Runge (USFWS) Matt Pillard (HDR) Question about PCB Tissue Study Results
August 11, 2010 Email Lisa Richardson (HDR) Jeff Runge (USFWS) Response to question about PCB Tissue Study Results

August 26, 2010 Letter Neal Suess (Loup)

Ansley Griffin (Omaha Tribe 
of Nebraska), George Howell 
(Pawnee Nation of 
Oklahoma), Larry Wright 
(Ponca Tribe of Nebraska), 
Roger Trudell (Santee Sioux 
Tribe), Amen Sheridan 
(Omaha Tribe of Nebraska), 
Douglas Rhodd (Ponca Tribe 
of Oklahoma)

Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation Tribal 
Coordination

August 26, 2010 Letter Neal Suess (Loup) Robert Puschendorf (SHPO) Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation

August 27, 2010 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders
Initial Study Report Filing and Study Results Meeting 
Reminder



Loup River Hydroelectric Project - FERC Project No. 1256
Relicensing Correspondence

DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT

September 3, 2010 Email Joel Jorgenson (NGPC) Lisa Richardson (HDR) Acknowledgement of Attachments Sent

September 9, 2010 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders
Study Report and Study Results Meeting Presentation 
Availability

September 15, 2010 Letter Robert Puschendorf (SHPO) Neal Suess (Loup)
Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation 
Concurrence

September 16, 2010 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Interim General Recreation Use Report Filed with FERC
September 26, 2010 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Initial Study Report Meeting Summary Filing

October 19, 2010 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Second Initial Study Results Meeting Notification
October 20, 2010 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Reminder about Comments on the Initial Study Report
October 22, 2010 Email Lisa Richardson (HDR) Robert Puschendorf (SHPO) HPMP Coordination
October 22, 2010 Email Robert Puschendorf (SHPO) Lisa Richardson (HDR) HPMP Coordination Response

October 22, 2010 Letter Neal Suess (Loup) Robert Puschendorf (SHPO)
Addendum to Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and 
Evaluation

November 1, 2010 Letter Neal Suess (Loup)
Gary Robinette (Ponca Tribe 
of Nebraska)

Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation

November 3, 2010 Letter Robert Puschendorf (SHPO) Neal Suess (Loup) Information Request

November 3, 2010 Letter Neal Suess (Loup)
Emily Smith (Winnebago 
Tribe of Nebraska)

Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation

November 22, 2010 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Updated Initial Study Report Schedule Delay

November 23, 2010 Email
Robert Mohler (Lower Loup 
NRD)

Wendy Thompson (HDR) Acknowledgement of Attachments Sent

November 29, 2010 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Initial Study Results District Response to Comments
December 16, 2010 Letter Neal Suess (Loup) Robert Puschendorf (SHPO) Response to Information Request

January 13, 2011 Letter Robert Puschendorf (SHPO) Neal Suess (Loup)
Concurrence on Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and 
Evaluation

January 19, 2011 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders 2nd Initial Study Results Meeting Save the Date

January 21, 2011 Email Mary Bomberger-Brown (TPCP) Melissa Marinovich (HDR)
Data for the terns and plovers nesting on the Loup Public 
Power North Sand Management Zone (the sand pile)

February 14, 2011 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Notice of Second Initial Study Report Filed

February 22, 2011 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders
Second Initial Study Report Meeting Presentation 
Availability



Loup River Hydroelectric Project - FERC Project No. 1256
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March 4, 2011 Letter Neal Suess (Loup) Joel Jorgenson (NGPC) 2010 Tern and Plover Database Information Request 
March 10, 2011 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Second Initial Study Report Revision Filed

April 28, 2011 Letter Neal Suess (Loup) Robert Harms (USFWS)
2009 and 2010 Loup River Tern and Plover Information 
Request 

May 3, 2011 Email Robert Harms (USFWS) Matt Pillard (HDR) Data Request Response
May 10, 2011 Email Robert Harms (USFWS) Matt Pillard (HDR) Data Request Response
May 20, 2011 Letter Ron Ziola (Loup) Mark Ivy (FERC) 2010 Annual Conveyance Report
July 13, 2011 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Updated Study Report and Meeting  Save the Date

August 17, 2011 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Updated Study Report Meeting  Reminder
August 26, 2011 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Updated Study Report Filing and Meeting Reminder
August 29, 2011 Email Lisa Richardson (HDR) Jeff Runge (USFWS) Updated Study Report Appendices 

August 29, 2011 Email Jeff Runge (USFWS) Lisa Richardson (HDR) Updated Study Report Appendices Download Confirmation

September 7, 2011 Email Lisa Richardson (HDR) Jeff Runge (USFWS) Updated Study Report Appendix H - revised
September 7, 2011 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Updated Study Report Addendum and Meeting Materials

September 13, 2011 Email Lisa Richardson (HDR)
Joel Jorgenson (NGPC) and 
Mary Bomberger-Brown 
(TPCP)

Updated Study Report Appendix H

September 13, 2011 Email Mary Bomberger-Brown (TPCP) Lisa Richardson (HDR) Updated Study Report Appendix H Download Confirmation

September 25, 2011 Email Lisa Richardson (HDR)
Joel Jorgenson (NGPC), Mary 
Bomberger-Brown (TPCP), 
Mary Tacha (USFWS)

Nesting interior least terns and piping plovers MOU

September 26, 2011 Neal Suess (Loup) Robert Harms (USFWS) 2011 Loup River Tern and Plover Information Request 



Loup River Hydroelectric Project - FERC Project No. 1256
Relicensing Correspondence

DATE TYPE FROM TO SUBJECT

September 26, 2011 Email Robert Harms (USFWS)

Frank Albrecht (NGPC), Jeff 
Runge (USFWS), Lisa 
Richardson (HDR), Matt 
Pillard (HDR), Neal Suess 
(Loup), Joel Jorgenson 
(NGPC), Richard Holland 
(NGPC), Michelle Koch 
(NGPC)

Endangered Species Act and Federal Power Act discussions 
Agenda 

September 26, 2011 Letter Neal Suess (Loup) Robert Harms (USFWS) Request for an Updated Species List
September 27, 2011 Email Matt Pillard (HDR) Agencies and Stakeholders Updated Study Report Meeting Summary

October 3, 2011 Email Robert Harms (USFWS)

Frank Albrecht (NGPC), Jeff 
Runge (USFWS), Lisa 
Richardson (HDR), Matt 
Pillard (HDR), Neal Suess 
(Loup), Joel Jorgenson 
(NGPC), Richard Holland 
(NGPC), Michelle Koch 
(NGPC)

Endangered Species Act and Federal Power Act discussions 
Agenda 

October 24, 2011 Email Frank Albrecht (NGPC)
Lisa Richardson (HDR), 
Quinn Damgaard (HDR)

Comments on Preliminary Draft Recreation Management 
Plan

October 28, 2011 Email Randy Thoreson (NPS)
Lisa Richardson (HDR), 
Quinn Damgaard (HDR)

Comments on Preliminary Draft Recreation Management 
Plan

November 9, 2011 Letter
Joe Mangiamelli (City of 
Columbus)

Neal Suess (Loup) Support of Recreation Management Plan

November 13, 2011 Matrix N/A N/A
Preliminary Draft Recreation Management Plan 
Comment/Response Matrix



Loup River Hydroelectric Project - FERC Project No. 1256
Relicensing Meetings

Meeting Title Meeting Type Date
Meeting with Nebraska SHPO Agency November 5, 2007
Agency Orientation Agency May 7, 2008
Public Scoping Meeting Public Open House June 10, 2008
Public Scoping Meeting Public Open House June 10, 2008
Public Scoping Meeting Public Open House June 11, 2008
Agency Scoping Meeting Agency June 25, 2008
Recreation / Land Use / Aesthetics Work Group Workgroup July 17, 2008
US Fish & Wildlife Service Agency July 22, 2008
Water Rights Work Group Workgroup July 22, 2008
Agency Meeting Agency July 24, 2008
Study Needs Continued Agency August 19, 2008
Recreation/Land Use/Aesthetics Work Group Study Plans Workgroup December 18, 2008
Public Scoping Meeting Public Open House January 12, 2009
Project Tour/Site Visit Agency January 12, 2009
Scoping Meeting Agency January 13, 2009
Nebraska Department of Natural Resources General Contact - No Meeting February 27, 2009
Study Plan Meeting Agency April 21, 2009
Study 11 Discussion Agency May 5, 2009
Recreation Agency May 11, 2009
Study Plan - Cont. Discussion Agency May 27, 2009
Agency Discussion General Contact - No Meeting November 19, 2009
Early Comments / Agency Coordination General Contact - No Meeting May 4, 2010
Initial Study Results Public Open House September 9, 2010
Study Results Meeting Agency January 20, 2011
2nd Initial Study Results Mtg - Day 1 Agency February 23, 2011
2nd Initial Study Results Mtg - Day 2 Agency February 24, 2011
Conversation FERC Agency March 17, 2011
Updated Study Results Meeting Public Open House September 8, 2011

























Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
2200 N. 33rd St. I P.O. Box 30370 I Lincoln, NE 68503-0370 
Phone: 402-471-0641 I Fax: 402-471-5528 I http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/ 

December 7, 2000 

Owen Lloyd 
Engineering Manager 
Loup Power District 
PO Box 988 
Columbus NE 68602-0988 

RE: Environmental review of Loup Power District project near Columbus, 
Platte County. 

Dear Mr. Lloyd: 

This responds to your letter of December 1,2000 requesting review of access for 
replacing an existing transmission line, which will upgrade a 115KV to a line 
rated at 230KV. The proposed action entails several small tracts (total of about 
10 acres) to facilitate construction of the new line. Our review of aerial 
photographs and Natural Heritage Program database indicates that no adverse 
environmental effects will result from the proposed action. This includes 
threatened/endangered species and their critical habitats. 

The project description does not include information about specifications and 
design of the poles or towers which will support the upgraded transmission lines. 
We assume that Loup Public Power is aware of pole variations which greatly 
reduce the potential for electrocution of eagles, hawks and owls. The most 
recent overview of the subject is contained in the following publication: 

Suggested Practices for Raptor Protection on Powerlines: The state of 
the art in 1996. 

Copies of the title page and the sources of the publication are enclosed. 

S7re'Yj I 
~~e~ 
Environmental Analyst Supervisor 

FJA:pz 

Enc!. 

Printed on recycled paper with soy in.? 



United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Mr. Owen IJ.oyd 
Engineering Manager 
Laup Power District 
P.O. Box 988 
Columbus, NE 68602-0988 

Dear Mr. IJ.oyd: 

Ecological Services 
Nebraska Field Office 

203 West Second Street 
Grand Island, Nebraska 68801 

December 6, 2000 

This responds to your December 1, 2000, letter requesting CcmteIlts fran the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on a proposal to grant the Nebraska Public 
Power District easements along Loup Power District's project ~ on the 
north and east sides of Colurnbus, Nebraska, in order to construct a 230 KV 
transmission line. These CcmteIlts are provided. as technical assistance and 
predevelopnent consultation and do not constitute a SeIVice report under 
authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.) on 
any required Federal environment.al'review or,penrrl.t. 

The SeIVice has responsibilitYfunde~ a--:rIUIni::rer 'of' authorities, for 
conse:r:vation and rranagement of fish' and wildlife resources. Chief among the 
federal statutes with which our office deals are the Coordination Act I 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, and the National Environmental Policy Act. 
The Coordination Act requires that fish and wildlife resources be gi veIl equal 
consideration in the planning, irrplementation, and operation of Federal and 
federally funded, pe:r:mitted, or licensed water resource developnents. Section 
7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 outlines procedures for interagency 
consultations on the effects of Federal actions on federally listed threatened 
and endangered species., The Service participates in scoping and review of 
actions significantly affecting the quality of the env-lronrt'el'J.t lliJ.der authority 
of the ,National Environmental Policy Act. In addition to these statutes, the 
Service has authority under several other legislative, regulatory, and 
executive mandates to promote conse:r:vation of fish and wildlife resources for 
the benefit of the public. 

In Nebraska, the SeIVice has special concerns for migratory birds, endangered 
and threatened species, and other irrportant fish and wildlife resources. We 
also are concerned about any irrpacts on Federal and State wildlife refuges and 
management areas and other public lands, as well as to other areas that 
support sensitive habitats. Habitats frequently used by irrportant fish and 
wildlife resources are wetlands, streams, and riparian (streamside) woodlands. 
Special attention is gi veIl to proposed developrents that include rrcdification 
of wetlands, or stream alteration, or contamination of irrportant habitats. 
The SeIVice recc::mnends ways to avoid, minimize, rectify, reduce, or canpensate 
for damaging impacts to irrportant fish and wildlife resources and their 

This is your future. Don't leave it blaIL~. - Support the 2000 Census, 



habitats that rray be attributed to land and water resource development 
proposals. 

We have reviewed the plans for the proposed facilities and offer the following 
carrrents: 

a. 'The proposed facilities do not appear to impact federal fish and 
wildlife rranagement facilities. 

b. 'The federally listed threatened bald eagle rray occur within the project 
area. Large transmission lines usually do not present an electrocution 
hazard to large raptors. However, we reccxrrrend that the proposed line 
be rrarked with visual deterrents (e.g., aerial rrarker spheres, spiral 
vibration darrpers, and bird flight diverters) to lessen the probability 
of birds (e. g., waterfowl, raptors, etc.) colliding with the line. 

Based upon the suJ::mitted infor:ma.tion, we have no objection to this proposal as 
currently plarmed, provided that our reccxrrrendations are followed. In 
particular, we urge your adherence to our reccxrrrendation that the new line be 
rrarked with visual deterrents. However, should the plans be m:xlified, we 
reccmrend that you reinitiate coordination with this office. 

Should you have any further questions, please contact Mr. Wally JobrPan within 
our office at (308) 382-6468 1 extension 16. 'Ibank. you for the opportunity to 
offer carrrents. 

Sincerely, J fl 
CtJ~J)~ 
Wallace Jol:tPan 
Acting Nebraska Field Supervisor 

cc: NGPCi Lincoln, NE (Attn: Bob Harms) 























NEBRASKA STATE IDSTORICAL SOCIETY 
1500 R STREET, P.O.BOX 82554, liNCOLN, NE 68501-2554 
(402)4~3270 Fax: (402) 471-3100 1-800-833-6747 www.nebraskabistOIy.org 

15 November 2007 

Keamey Regulatory Office 
Corps of Engineers 
1430 Central Avenue 
Kearney, NE 68847-6856 

Re: NWO-2007 -3190-KEA Amendment #3 
Dredging 
Nance Co. 
H.P. #0711-016-01 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

A review of our files indicates that the referenced project does not contain recorded 
historic resources. It is our opinion that no survey for unrecorded cultural resources will 
be required. Your undertaking, in our opinion, will have no effect for archaeological, 
architectural, or historic properties. This review does not constitute the opinions of any 
Tribes that may have an interestin Traditional Cultural Properties potentially affected by 
this project. 

There is, however, always the possibility that previously unsuspected archaeological 
remains may be uncovered during the process of project construction. We therefore 
request that this office be notified immediately under such circumstances so that an 
evaluation of the remains may be made, along with recommendations for future action. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Terry Steinacher 
H.P. Archaeologist 

Concurrence: 

______ ANEQUALOPPORTIJNITY!AFFffiMATIVEAcnONL.\1PWYER ____________ _ 



 

 

 

 

 

November 30, 2007 

 

 

Barb Friskopp 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Nebraska Regulatory Branch 

1430 Central Avenue 

Kearney, NE  68847-6856 

 

RE: 2007-3190-KEA, Amendment 3, Proposal to continue maintenance dredging in the Loup 

power canal for another ten years, Nance County, Loup Public Power District (LPPD); 

applicant 
 

Dear Ms. Friskopp: 

 

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission (NGPC) staff members have reviewed the information for the 

proposal identified above. The maintenance dredging in the LPPD canal has been an on-going activity 

since 1937.  After water is diverted from the Loup River, river sediments build up in the settling basin, 

which reduces the capacity of the hydropower canal.  Sediments are hydraulically dredged from the 

settling basin and conveyed via pipeline to previously established disposal areas along both sides of the 

canal on property owned by the applicant.  These disposal areas serve as detention areas, as sediment 

settles out before the water is returned to the Loup River downstream of the diversion structure.  The 

purpose of the project is to remove accumulated sediment from the settling basin to allow for continued 

operation of the hydropower canal system.  This permit amendment would allow for the continuation of 

dredging operations for ten years. 

 

Based on a review of the Nebraska Natural Heritage database, we have records of the state-listed 

endangered least tern (Sterna antillarum athalassos) and state-listed threatened piping plover (Charadrius 

melodus) nesting on the sand disposal sites adjacent to the settling basin.  The continued disposal of the 

dredged material from the settling basin onto the disposal piles has the potential to directly impact these 

bird species.  However, we believe our concerns for impacts to least terns and piping plovers are being 

addressed in a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that is being developed between NGPC, the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service, and Legacy Resources LLC, which is the company that is extracting sand from 

the disposal sites.   

 

Because the stated purpose of this project is to remove accumulated sediment from the settling basin to 

allow for the continued operation of the hydropower canal system, we have also identified concerns for 

several indirect impacts that may occur as a result of this action.  The 1 to 1.5 million cubic yards of 

sediment per year that is dredged from the settling basin and piled at this location, if in a natural, 

unaltered system, would normally move downstream in the Loup River and eventually enter the Platte 

River.  However, because of the water diversion into the Loup canal system at the Genoa Headworks, this 

sediment does not make it down to the Platte River.  This sediment loss indirectly impacts the Loup River 

below the diversion and the Platte River by reducing the available sediment supply for riverine sandbar 

habitat creation and maintenance in downstream reaches of both rivers.  Habitat loss in the Platte River 

may impact not only state-listed threatened and endangered species, but also many non-listed aquatic 

species.   
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The Loup Power Canal water diversion also results in reduced flows in the Loup River downstream of the 

diversion.  We understand that LPPD is appropriated 3,500 cubic feet per second (cfs) of water from the 

Loup River for power generation purposes, but this results in reduced flows below the diversion near 

Genoa.  These reduced flows have less capacity to move the remaining sediment downstream and may 

also result in increased water temperatures in the lower reaches of the Loup River, especially during the 

summer, which may negatively impact aquatic species.  We also recognize that there is an agreement by 

LPPD to allow between 50 and 75 cfs to pass the diversion and remain in the river to help ameliorate 

summer water temperature stresses for aquatic resources.    

 

Furthermore, the operation of the canal system itself may also result in the indirect loss of aquatic species 

that inhabit the Loup River.  Fish, or other aquatic species, that are drawn into the canal may be lost to 

dredging operations in the settling basin, or to turbine operations at either of the power plants, Monroe or 

Columbus, located along the canal.   

 

The Loup Power Canal was designed for hydroelectric power generation, which is achieved at the above-

mentioned power plants by regulation, or hydro-cycling, of the water in the canal system on a daily basis.  

Hydro-cycling and the resultant fluctuations in outflow of the canal directly influences the dynamics of 

the Platte River downstream of the canal return, and may have negative biological and ecological impacts 

on the river.                                

 

Lastly, the Loup River Hydroelectric Project will be up for re-licensing by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission (FERC) in 2014.  Because of the complexity and time involved in re-licensing, LPPD has 

already initiated planning, coordination, and information gathering as part of the process which will 

continue up until 2014.  Due to the concurrent re-licensing process, rather than this amendment 

authorizing dredging for another ten-year period, we would ask the Corps to consider limiting the lifespan 

of this amendment to five years.  This shorter permit period would allow for the reevaluation of the 404 

permit closer to the time of re-licensing, and would allow for the utilization of new information obtained 

during the planning phase of the re-licensing.  We would further recommend continuation of efforts to 

protect least terns and piping plovers at existing LPPD dredge spoil sites, and that the summer diversion 

bypass of 50 to 75 cfs be continued for water quality purposes.   

 

Thank you for the opportunity to review this proposal.  If you have any questions, please contact me at 

(402) 471-5423 or carey.grell@ngpc.ne.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Carey Grell 

Environmental Analyst 

Realty and Environmental Services Division 

 

cc: Jeff Runge, USFWS 

 Terry Hickman, NDEQ 

 Eliodora Chamberlain, EPA 

 Frank Albrecht, NGPC 

 Larry Hutchinson, NGPC 

 Richard Holland, NGPC 

 Kristal Stoner, NGPC 

 Joel Jorgensen, NGPC       



United States Department of the Interior 

FWS-NE: 2008-160 

Barbara Friskopp 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Kearney Regulatory Office 
1430 Central Avenue 
Kearney, NE 68847-6856 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Ecological. Services 

Nebraska Field Office 
203 West Second Street 

Gnmd Island. Nebmka 68801 

November 30, 2007 

RE: Permit Amendment for Power Canal Dredging, Lonp Power District, Nance 
County, Nebraska (NWO-2007-3190-KEA) 

Dear :Mrs. Friskopp: 

This responds to the US. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) November 2,2007, Public 
Notice (PN) requesting comments and concurrence from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (Service) regarding the proposed permit amendment for the dredging" of the 
power canal settling basin located within the Loup River basin in Nance County, 
Nebraska (Northern 112, Section 32, Township 17 North, Range 4 West). The permit 
applicant is the Loup Power District and the project purpose is to remove accumulated 
sediment from the settling basin to allow continued operation of the hydropower canal 
system. 

In Nebrasks, the Service has special concerns for endangered and threatened species, 
migratory birds, and other important fish and wildlife resources. We also are concerned 
. about any impacts on Federal and State wildlife refuges and management areas and other 
"public lands, as well as to other areaS that support sensitive habitats. Habitats frequently 
)lsed by important fish and wildlife resources are wetlands, streams, and riparian 
(streamside) woodlands. Special attention is given to proposed developments that 
include modification cifwetlands, stream alteration, loss of riparian habitat,or 
contamination of important habitats. The Service recommends ways to avoid, minimize, 
rectif'y, reduce, or compensate for damaging impacts to important fish and wildlife 
resources and their habitats that may be attributed to land and water resource 
development proposais. 

FEDERALLY LISTED SPECIES AND DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITAT 

Pursuant to section 7 ofESA, every federal agency, in consultation or conference with 
the Service, is required to ensure that any action it authorizes, funds, or carries out is not 
likely to jeopardize the continued existence of any federally listed or proposed species 
and/or result in the destruction or adverse modification of designated and/or proposed 
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critical habitat. In accordance with section 7(a)(2) ofESA, the federal agency should 
detennine if any federally listed/proposed threatened or endangered species and/or 
designated/proposed critical habitat would be directly and/or indirectly affected by the 
proposed project. The assessment of potential impacts (direct and indirect) must include 
an "affect" or "no effect" determination and be presented to the Service in writing. If the 
Service agrees with the determination made by the federal agency, this office would 
provide a letter of concurrence. Iffederally listed/proposed species and/or 
designated/proposed critical habitat would be adversely affected by the proposed project, 
the federal agency will need to formally request further section 7 consultation with the 
Service prior to making any irretrievable or irreversible commitment of federal funds 
(section 7(d) ofESA). 

In accordance with section 7 ofESA, the Service has detennined that the following 
. federally listed species may occur or,be affected by the propose,d subject action: 

Listed Species 

Interior least tern (Sterna antillarum) 

Piping plover (Charadrius melodus) 

Pallid sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus albus) 

Western prairie fringed orchid 
(Platanthera praeclara) 

Least Tern and Piping Plover 

Expected Occurrence 

Migration, nesting 

Migration, nesting 

Lower Platte River and Missouri River 

Tall-grass prairie and wet meadows 

The least tern, federally listed as endangered, and the piping plover, federally listed as 
threatened, nest on unvegetated or sparsely vegetated sandbars in river channels. The 
nesting season for the least tern and piping plover is from April 15 through August 15 .. 
Least terns feed on small fish in the river and piping plovers forage for invertebrates on 
exposed beach substrates. The least tern and the piping plover may be impacted by water 
depletions in the Platte River system. The least tern and the piping plover may also be 
impacted by activities that would affect the long-term sustainability of nesting habitat in 
the lower Platte River. . 

Pallid Sturgeon 

The pallid sturgeon was officially listed as an endangered species on September 6, 1990. 
In Nebraska, the pallid sturgeon is found in the Missouri and lower Platte rivers. 
Floodplains, backwaters, chutes, sloughs, islands, sandbars, and main channel waters 
formed the large-river ecosystem that provided macrohabitat requirements for the pallid 
sturgeon, a species that is. associated with diverse aquatic habitats. These habitats 
historically were dynamic and in a constant state of change due to influences from the 
natural hydrograph, and sediment and runoff inputs from an enormous watershed 
spanning portions often states. Navigation, channelization and bank stabilization, and 
hydropower generation projects have caused the widespread loss of this diverse array of 
dynamic habitats once provided to pallid sturgeon on the Missouri River, resulting in a 
precipitous decline in popUlations of the species. The pallid sturgeon may be impacted 



by water depletions to the Platte River system. The pallid sturgeon may also be 
impacted by any alterations in hydrology that would affect the species ability to migrate 
to spawning habitats in the lower Platte River. 

Western Prairie Fringed Orchid 

The western prairie fringed orchid, federally listed as threatened, inhabits tall-grass 
calcareous silt loam or sub-irrigated sand prairies. Declines in western prairie fringed 
orchid populations have been cansed by the drainage and conversion of its habitats to 
agricultural production, channelization, siltation, road and bridge construction, grazing, 
haying, and the application of herbicides. Populations are known to occur in Boone, 
Cherry, Dodge, Garfield, Grant, Greeley, Hall, Holt, Lancaster, Loup, Madison, Otoe, 
Pierce, Rock, Saline, Sarpy,' Seward, and Wheeler counties, and may occur at other sites 
in Nebraska This plant may also be impacted by alterations to the hydrology of sub
irrigated wetland habitat areas along the Platte River resulting from depletions to the 
Platte River system. 

Effects of the Proposed Project on Federally Listed Species 

According to the PN, the purpose of the amended permit would allow for the continued 
operation of the hydropower canal system. Since the proposed dredging requires Corps' 
authorization (i.e., issuance of a Department of the Army (DA) permit) and this . 
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authorization is a federal action, the Service considers any effects to federally listed 
species through continued hydropower operation as interrelated and interdependent to the 
federal action as defined in the Interagency Cooperation regulations (50 CFR Part 402). 
Effects to federally listed species as a resnlt of the coritinued hydropower operations ' 
include: a) the diversion ·ofLoup River flows may result in flow depletion to the lower 
Platte river; b) the diversion ofLoup River flows may affect Platte River channel 
morphology downstream of the power canal return; c) hydropower cycling have both 
direct and indirect effects federally listed species in the lower Platte; and d) dredged 
material creates suitable nesting habitat for least terns and piping plovers that may be 
affected through dredge disposal and mining operations. 

Water diversions into the power canal and through power production facilities may result 
in increased evaporation rates when compared against flow losses in the Loup River 
below the diversion: This consumptive use of water would result in a water depletion'to 
the lower Platte River. River Since 1978, the Service has concluded in all of its section 7 
consultations on water projects in the Platte River basin that the Platte River ecosystem is 
in a state of jeopardy, and any federal action resulting in a water depletion to the Platte 
River system will further or continue the deterioration of the stressed habitat conditions. 
Due to the cumulative affect of many water depletion proj ects in the Platte River basin, 
the Service considers any depletion of flows (direct or indirect) from the Platte River 
system to be significant; Consequently, the Service has adopted a jeopardy standard for 
all section 7 consultations on federal actions which result in water depletions to the Platte 
Rivet system. 

A second area of concern is in regards to the sediment-free water flows at the power 
canal return. The release of sediment-free water into the Platte River system would result 
in an erosive condition that would facilitate channel bed degradation downstream and 
upstrea.m of the return. The channel bed degradation and reduced sediment supply could 



affect the formation of sand bars used by least terns and piping plovers for nesting. 
Because the clear water returns have a continuous and cumulative effect on sediment 
supply, the effects on sandbar formation will vary longitudinally over time. 
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Hydropower peakIDg may have direct and indirect effects to the least tern, piping plover, 
and pallid sturgeon. The sub-daily fluctuations in river stage from hydropower peaking 
would increase susceptibility ofleast tern and piping plover nest inundation. The sub
daily fluctuations from hydropower peaking may impact the hydraulics of the lower 
Platte River through rapid changes in discharge, velocity, and bed stress which may 
impact the formation and persistence of sandbars used by least terns and piping plovers 
for nesting. The sub-daily fluctuations in river flow from hydropower peaking may 
inhibit the migration of the pallid sturgeon to spawning habitats in the lower Platte River. 
Aquatic invertebrates and terrestrial irivertebrates that use gravel bars, and native fish 
populations have been documented to be impacted by hydropower peaking. These 
impacts to the fish and invertebrate communities may affect the least tern, piping plover, 
and pallid sturgeon food base. 

The disposal of dredged material has created large unvegetated areas that are used as 
nesting sites by least terns and piping plovers. The continued discharge of slurry onto the 
sand piles during the nesting season could adversely affect nesting birds.' In 'addition, the 
mining or removal of the dredged material for other uses during the nesting season also 
may affect the two listed bird species. The Service and Nebraska Game and Parks '. 
Commission (Commission) have been working cooperatively with the project proponent 

, and mining company to avoid impacts to the least tern and piping plover. However, since 
. the disposal of the dredged material is an action authorized under a DA permit by the 
Corps, the Service has determined that this issue is consultableunder section 7. . 

Service Recommendations 

The Service, under the authority of section 7(a)(2) ofESA, does not concur with the 
Corps "No Affect" determination and requests the development of a Biological 
Assessment (BA) in order to quantify the interrelated and interdependent effects of the 
permit issuance on federally listed species. The Service has identified the .below data 
needs to assist the Corps with their BA development. 

A) To address the impacts associated with lower Platte River depletions, the Service 
requests that an engineering analysis be performed regarding the net effect in 
terms of acre-feet that may be depleted during each respective month on an 
average annual basis over the life of the project. 

B) To address impacts associated with decreased sediment supply, the Service requests 
that the Corps conduct an assessment of the temporal and longitudinal effects of 
sediment-free water from the hydropower return on least tern and piping plover 
nesting habitats in the Platte River. 

C) To address impacts associated with hydropower cycling, the Service requests that 
the Corps assess the impacts of hydropower cycling on: 1) sand bar formation 
and persistence; 2) fish and invertebrate production; 3) least tern and piping 
plover nest inundation; and 4) pallid sturgeon habitat suitability. 



5 
D) After section 7 consultation has concluded and it is detennined that continued 

operation of the proposed project can occur, the Service recommends that the 
Corps condition any DA permit to require the project proponent and any users of 
the dredged material to coordinate with the Service and Commission to avoid any 
adverse impacts to least terns and piping plovers associated with the placement of 
dredged material and its use. 

Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) 

The BGEP A provides for the protection of the bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) and 
golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) by prohibition, except under certain specific conditions, 
the taking, possession, and commercial use of such birds. 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) 

Under the MBTA (16 U.S.C. 703-712: Ch. 128 as amended) construction activities in 
grassland, wetland, stream, and woodland habitats, and those that occur on bridges (e.g., 
which may affect swallow nests on bridge girders) that would otherwise'resultin the 
taking of migratory birds, eggs, young, andior active nests should be avoided., Although 
the provisions ofMBTA are applicable year-round, most migratory bird nesting activity 

. in Nebraska occurs during the period of April! to July 15. However, some migratory 
birds are known to nest outside of the aforementioned primary nesting season period. . For 
example, raptors can be expected to nest in woodland habitats during February 1. through 
July 15,whereas sedge wrens whichoccur in some wetlaridhabitats normally nest from 
July 15 to September 10. If the proposed construction project is planned to occur during 
the primary nesting season or at any other tUne which mayresult in the take of nesting 
migratory birds, the Service recommends that the projectproponent (or construction 
contractor) arrange to have a qualified biologist conduct a field survey of the affected 
habitats and structures to determine the absence or presence of nesting migratory birds. 
Surveys must be conducted during the nesting season. The Service further recommends 
that field surveys for nesting birds, along with information regarrung the qualifications of 
the biologist(s) performing the surveys, be thoroughly documented and that such 
documentation be maintained on file by the project proponent (andior construction 
contractor) until such time as construction on the proposed project has. been completed. 

The Service requests that the following be proVided to this office prim to construction 
proceeding at the proposed project site if the above conditions occur. The purpose of the 
request is to assist the project proponent to avoid the unnecessary take of migratory birds 
and the possible need for law enforcement action: 

a) A copy of any survey(s) for migratory birds done in conjunction with this 
proposed project, if any. The survey should provide detail in regards to survey 
methods, date and time of survey, species observedlheard, and location of species 
observed relative to the proposed proj ect site. 

b) Written description of any avoidance measures implemented at the proposed 
project site to avoid the take of migratory birds. 



c) Written description of any circumstances where it has been determined by the 
project proponent that one or more active bird nests cannot be avoided by the 
planned construction activities. 

Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (FWCA) 

The FWCA requires that fish and wildlife resources be given equal consideration in the 
planning, implementation, and operation of federal and federally funded, permitted, or 
licensed water resource developments. The comments in this letter are provided as 
technical assistance and predevelopment consultation and do not constitnte a Service 
report under the authority ofFWCA on any required federal environmental review or 
permit. 

Wetlands. Streams, and Riparian Habitats 
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The Service recommends that impacts to wetlandS, streams, and riparian areas be avoided 
or minimized. If unavoidable impacts are to occur to aquatic habitats, the Service 
recommends that compensation (i.e., restoration of a degraded wetland or creation) occur 
for like wetland type at a ratio of2:1 (acres of wetlands restored/created to acres of 
wetlands impacted). For unavoidable impacts to streams, the Service recommends that . 
stream pattern, profile, and dimension be mitigated at a ratio of no less that 1:I(stream 
length and number, pattern, and length of meanders created/restored versus stream length 
and number, pattern, and length of meanders impacted; sequence andnuinber of pools 
andriffIes created/restored versus sequence and number of pools and rifflesirnpacted). 
Additionally, compensation for impacts to riparian habitats should occur at a minimUm . 
ratio of3:1 (i.e., acres of riparian habitat replaces for acres of riparian habitat impacted) 
The 3: 1 ratio is based on the loss of the habitat and the amount of time that will be 
required for planted trees to reach matnrity. 

The Service is also concerned about what impacts the proposed project may have on the 
fish community in the Loup River system. Dredging activities may entrap fish through 
the dredging activities that could entrap fish within spoil piles. Fish may also be . 
entrained in diversion or power generating structures. The diversion also results in the 
dewatering of the Loup River below the diversion. Although an agreement between the 
project proponent and the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission allows for a minimum 
of 50-1 00 cfs of flow to bypass point of diversion, fish kills have been documented in the 
referenced reach. . 

The Service recognizes the aesthetic, recreational, and ecosystem valueS of the Loup 
River fish community that may be impacted by the proposed proj ect. The above impact 
to game fish and baitfish has some degree of impact to recreational and commercial 
fishermen. Impacts to the fish community will also have an impact on piscivorous 
animals dependent on the fish community as a prey base, Because the above resource· 
values are impacted by the proposed proj ect, the Service requests that the Corps conduct 
an alternatives analysis to determine if fish community impacts can be avoided or 
minimized while still achieving the project purPose. 
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National Wildlife Refuges 

In Nebraska, the Service manages six refuges and one wetland management district under 
the National Wildlife Refuge System. Based on the infonnation provided, the Service 
has determined that the proposed project does not appear to nnpact these seven wildlife 
areas. 

We appreciate the opportunity to review and co=ent on thisproposed project. Should 
you have questions, please contact Mr. Jeff Runge within our office at 
jeff runge@fws.gov or (308)382-6468, extension 22. 

Sincerely, 

John Cochnar 
Assistant Nebraska Field Supervisor 

cc: EPA; Kansas City, KS (Attn: Eliodora Chamberlain) 
NGPC; Lincoln, NE (Attn: Krista! Stoner) 
NGPC; Lincoln, NE (Attn: Carey Grell) 









IOUP POWER DiSTRKT 
GENERAL OFFiCE Phone: 
2404 15th Street 402/564-3171 
P.O. Box 988 Fax: 
Columbus. NE 68602-0988 402/564-0970 

January 3, 2008 

Barb Friskopp 
Army Corps of Engineers 
Kearney Regulatory Branch 
1430 Central Avenue 
Kearney, NE 68847 

Dear Ms. Friskopp: 

Re: COE Permit 88-01213 

"SERVING You ELECTRiCALLY" 

. Loup River Public Power District respectfully withdraws the 1 O-year permit application 
for the continuation of dredging operations in the Loup Power Canal settling basin, 2007-
3190-KEA, submitted on August 27,2007. 

s~CerelY' 4r 
~t1~O W~dZiola Il 

Engineering Manager 

RZ:ar 

C: J. Frear 























































 

 

 

 

 

November 30, 2007 

 

 

Barb Friskopp 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Nebraska Regulatory Branch 

1430 Central Avenue 

Kearney, NE  68847-6856 

 

RE: 2007-3190-KEA, Amendment 3, Proposal to continue maintenance dredging in the Loup 

power canal for another ten years, Nance County, Loup Public Power District (LPPD); 

applicant 
 

Dear Ms. Friskopp: 

 

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission (NGPC) staff members have reviewed the information for the 

proposal identified above. The maintenance dredging in the LPPD canal has been an on-going activity 

since 1937.  After water is diverted from the Loup River, river sediments build up in the settling basin, 

which reduces the capacity of the hydropower canal.  Sediments are hydraulically dredged from the 

settling basin and conveyed via pipeline to previously established disposal areas along both sides of the 

canal on property owned by the applicant.  These disposal areas serve as detention areas, as sediment 

settles out before the water is returned to the Loup River downstream of the diversion structure.  The 

purpose of the project is to remove accumulated sediment from the settling basin to allow for continued 

operation of the hydropower canal system.  This permit amendment would allow for the continuation of 

dredging operations for ten years. 

 

Based on a review of the Nebraska Natural Heritage database, we have records of the state-listed 

endangered least tern (Sterna antillarum athalassos) and state-listed threatened piping plover (Charadrius 

melodus) nesting on the sand disposal sites adjacent to the settling basin.  The continued disposal of the 

dredged material from the settling basin onto the disposal piles has the potential to directly impact these 

bird species.  However, we believe our concerns for impacts to least terns and piping plovers are being 

addressed in a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that is being developed between NGPC, the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service, and Legacy Resources LLC, which is the company that is extracting sand from 

the disposal sites.   

 

Because the stated purpose of this project is to remove accumulated sediment from the settling basin to 

allow for the continued operation of the hydropower canal system, we have also identified concerns for 

several indirect impacts that may occur as a result of this action.  The 1 to 1.5 million cubic yards of 

sediment per year that is dredged from the settling basin and piled at this location, if in a natural, 

unaltered system, would normally move downstream in the Loup River and eventually enter the Platte 

River.  However, because of the water diversion into the Loup canal system at the Genoa Headworks, this 

sediment does not make it down to the Platte River.  This sediment loss indirectly impacts the Loup River 

below the diversion and the Platte River by reducing the available sediment supply for riverine sandbar 

habitat creation and maintenance in downstream reaches of both rivers.  Habitat loss in the Platte River 

may impact not only state-listed threatened and endangered species, but also many non-listed aquatic 

species.   
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The Loup Power Canal water diversion also results in reduced flows in the Loup River downstream of the 

diversion.  We understand that LPPD is appropriated 3,500 cubic feet per second (cfs) of water from the 

Loup River for power generation purposes, but this results in reduced flows below the diversion near 

Genoa.  These reduced flows have less capacity to move the remaining sediment downstream and may 

also result in increased water temperatures in the lower reaches of the Loup River, especially during the 

summer, which may negatively impact aquatic species.  We also recognize that there is an agreement by 

LPPD to allow between 50 and 75 cfs to pass the diversion and remain in the river to help ameliorate 

summer water temperature stresses for aquatic resources.    

 

Furthermore, the operation of the canal system itself may also result in the indirect loss of aquatic species 

that inhabit the Loup River.  Fish, or other aquatic species, that are drawn into the canal may be lost to 

dredging operations in the settling basin, or to turbine operations at either of the power plants, Monroe or 

Columbus, located along the canal.   

 

The Loup Power Canal was designed for hydroelectric power generation, which is achieved at the above-

mentioned power plants by regulation, or hydro-cycling, of the water in the canal system on a daily basis.  

Hydro-cycling and the resultant fluctuations in outflow of the canal directly influences the dynamics of 

the Platte River downstream of the canal return, and may have negative biological and ecological impacts 

on the river.                                

 

Lastly, the Loup River Hydroelectric Project will be up for re-licensing by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission (FERC) in 2014.  Because of the complexity and time involved in re-licensing, LPPD has 

already initiated planning, coordination, and information gathering as part of the process which will 

continue up until 2014.  Due to the concurrent re-licensing process, rather than this amendment 

authorizing dredging for another ten-year period, we would ask the Corps to consider limiting the lifespan 

of this amendment to five years.  This shorter permit period would allow for the reevaluation of the 404 

permit closer to the time of re-licensing, and would allow for the utilization of new information obtained 

during the planning phase of the re-licensing.  We would further recommend continuation of efforts to 

protect least terns and piping plovers at existing LPPD dredge spoil sites, and that the summer diversion 

bypass of 50 to 75 cfs be continued for water quality purposes.   

 

Thank you for the opportunity to review this proposal.  If you have any questions, please contact me at 

(402) 471-5423 or carey.grell@ngpc.ne.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Carey Grell 

Environmental Analyst 

Realty and Environmental Services Division 

 

cc: Jeff Runge, USFWS 

 Terry Hickman, NDEQ 

 Eliodora Chamberlain, EPA 

 Frank Albrecht, NGPC 

 Larry Hutchinson, NGPC 

 Richard Holland, NGPC 

 Kristal Stoner, NGPC 

 Joel Jorgensen, NGPC       
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Buss, Emily D.
Sent: Monday, May 12, 2008 4:09 PM
To: Frank Albrecht; Gene Zuerlein; Greg Wingfield; Jeff Runge; Jeff Schuckman; Joe 

Mangiamelli; John Bender; John Cochnar; Kristal Stoner; Lacie Andreasen; Mark Czaplewski; 
Mark Weekley; Martha Tacha; Marty Link; Mike LeValley; Mike Thompson; Phil Soenksen; 
Randy Thoreson; Robert Harms

Cc: Neal Suess
Subject: Loup Power District:  Agency Follow6up Meeting

Importance: High

Greetings: 

 

I want to thank all of you who participated in our agency orientation meeting on Wednesday, May 7
th

.  We hope 

that the information presented regarding the District’s hydroelectric project and the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission (FERC) Integrated License Process (ILP) will be useful to you as we proceed with our relicensing 

program.  The District looks forward to working collaboratively with all interested agencies and stakeholders 

over the six year schedule of this undertaking. 

 

Please reserve Wednesday, June 11
th

 and plan to attend our first follow/up agency meeting.  We will meet in 

Columbus, Nebraska from 10 am until 2 pm.  Lunch will be provided.  Information on the specific location will 

be provided later this week. 

 

We request that you please prepare the following information in preparation for this meeting: 

 

1.  Confirm who will be the primary point(s) of contact for your agency. 

2.  Confirm who from your agency will attend the meeting on June 11th. 

3.  Provide a list of any NGO’s you are aware of that should be invited to participate in this relicense process. 

4.  Prepare a preliminary list of any issues and/or concerns that your agency has regarding the present or future 

operation of the Loup River Hydroelectric Project.   

(Note:  Please do not categorize these issues/concerns as study needs or study requests at this time; that step will 

occur later in the interactive process.) 

 

Please prepare your responses to the above items in a word document or in an e/mail and send it to me, Emily 

Buss, HDR at emily.buss@hdrinc.com and to Neal Suess, Loup Power District at nsuess@loup.com on or 

before Friday, May 16
th

.  If I have not heard from you by Friday, May 16th I will be contacting you via 

telephone.  Thank you. 

 

Not all agencies are required to participate in the relicense process.  If, at any point in time, your agency should 

choose not to formally participate in the relicense process, please so indicate in the form of a signed letter or an 

e/mail addressed to: 

 

Neal Suess 

President / CEO 

Loup Power District 

2404 15
th

 Street 

P.O. Box 988 

Columbus, NE 69602/0988 

nsuess@loup.com 
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Thank you again for you interest and participation in this process.  Please contact me if you have questions or 

need any additional information. 

  

Emily Buss 
Environmental Scientist / Public Involvement Specialist 

HDR ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions  

701 Xenia Avenue South | Suite 600 | Minneapolis, MN | 55416  
Phone: 763.278.5904 | Fax: 763.591.5413 | Email: Emily.Buss@hdrinc.com 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Frank Albrecht [Frank.Albrecht@ngpc.ne.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, May 14, 2008 1:57 PM
To: Buss, Emily D.
Cc: Carey.Grell@ngpc.ne.gov; Kristal Stoner; Dave Tunink; gene.zuerlein@ngpc.ne.gov; Bob 

Harms; Jeff Runge
Subject: Re: Loup Power District:  Agency Follow8up Meeting
Attachments: 2007831908KEA8LPPD canal dredging8Nov07.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Emily, 

  

I am the POC for the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission for this project.   I am unable to attend on the 11th 

   I was hoping you were going to poll the agencies for available meeting dates but unfortunately, this didn't 

happen.   I am unsure who will attend at this time as I will need to contact them for their availability. 

  

Some of our concerns/issues are outlined in the attached letter which addressed an associated 404 permit.  On a 

short notice, I thought this would help with the process.  We can explain and expand on these for you at a later 

date.   

  

Feel free to call or email if you have questions. 

  

Frank Albrecht 

Assistant Division Administrator 

Realty and Environmental Services Division 

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 

2200 N. 33rd St. 

Lincoln, NE 68503 

402 471 5422 

Visit us at http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us 

  

  

88888 Original Message 88888  
From: Buss, Emily D.  
To: Frank Albrecht ; Gene Zuerlein ; Greg Wingfield ; Jeff Runge ; Jeff Schuckman ; Joe Mangiamelli ; John Bender ; 
John Cochnar ; Kristal Stoner ; Lacie Andreasen ; Mark Czaplewski ; Mark Weekley ; Martha Tacha ; Marty Link ; Mike 
LeValley ; Mike Thompson ; Phil Soenksen ; Randy Thoreson ; Robert Harms  
Cc: Neal Suess  
Sent: Monday, May 12, 2008 4:09 PM 
Subject: Loup Power District: Agency Follow8up Meeting 

 

Greetings: 

 

I want to thank all of you who participated in our agency orientation meeting on Wednesday, May 7
th

.  We 

hope that the information presented regarding the District’s hydroelectric project and the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission (FERC) Integrated License Process (ILP) will be useful to you as we proceed with our 

relicensing program.  The District looks forward to working collaboratively with all interested agencies and 

stakeholders over the six year schedule of this undertaking. 
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Please reserve Wednesday, June 11
th

 and plan to attend our first follow up agency meeting.  We will meet in 

Columbus, Nebraska from 10 am until 2 pm.  Lunch will be provided.  Information on the specific location will 

be provided later this week. 

 

We request that you please prepare the following information in preparation for this meeting: 

 

1.  Confirm who will be the primary point(s) of contact for your agency. 

2.  Confirm who from your agency will attend the meeting on June 11th. 

3.  Provide a list of any NGO’s you are aware of that should be invited to participate in this relicense process. 

4.  Prepare a preliminary list of any issues and/or concerns that your agency has regarding the present or future 

operation of the Loup River Hydroelectric Project.   

(Note:  Please do not categorize these issues/concerns as study needs or study requests at this time; that step 

will occur later in the interactive process.) 

 

Please prepare your responses to the above items in a word document or in an e mail and send it to me, Emily 

Buss, HDR at emily.buss@hdrinc.com and to Neal Suess, Loup Power District at nsuess@loup.com on or 

before Friday, May 16
th

.  If I have not heard from you by Friday, May 16th I will be contacting you via 

telephone.  Thank you. 

 

Not all agencies are required to participate in the relicense process.  If, at any point in time, your agency should 

choose not to formally participate in the relicense process, please so indicate in the form of a signed letter or an 

e mail addressed to: 

 

Neal Suess 

President / CEO 

Loup Power District 

2404 15
th

 Street 

P.O. Box 988 

Columbus, NE 69602 0988 

nsuess@loup.com 

 

Thank you again for you interest and participation in this process.  Please contact me if you have questions or 

need any additional information. 

  

Emily Buss 
Environmental Scientist / Public Involvement Specialist 

HDR ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions  

701 Xenia Avenue South | Suite 600 | Minneapolis, MN | 55416  
Phone: 763.278.5904 | Fax: 763.591.5413 | Email: Emily.Buss@hdrinc.com 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Randy_Thoreson@nps.gov
Sent: Monday, May 19, 2008 2:49 PM
To: Buss, Emily D.; nsuess@loup.com
Cc: Mark_Weekley@nps.gov
Subject: Re: Loup Power District:  Agency Follow-up Meeting

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Hi  Emily, 
I was away from my office last week so am responding to your email today. 
As I mentioned to you at the May 7th meeting, I will be the primary point of contact for the 
National Park Service on the Loop Power District Hydro Relicensing  Project.  I  expect to 
attend the June 11th meeting along with Mark Weekley from our Omaha Regional Office. 
 
Primary Hydro relicensing interests from the National Park Service (NPS), and particular to 
the the Loop Power District Project, will be Recreation, Land Use and Asethetics.  Other  
topics of discussion and areas of study, such as project operations and natural resources 
impacts, are also of interest to the NPS as the FERC  "Integrated License Process (ILP)" 
moves forward.  The opportunities for stakeholders (including NGO'S) as well as 
public review and input are of further importance.    One  NGO that comes 
to mind, and is likely influenced by the Project, is the Lower Platte River Corridor 
Alliance. As applicable, I would suggest adding  Rodney Verhoeff, Coordinator of the 
Alliance, to your list of NGO's.  If  you wish to discuss the project with him, his telephone 
number is (402) 476-2729.  His office address is 3125 Portia Street, P.O Box 83581, Lincoln, 
Nebraska-3581. 
 
Thankyou for keeping the NPS informed in the Loop Power District  Hydro Relicensing Project. 
Feel free to call me at (651) 290-3004 if you have any questions. 
 
Randy Thoreson 
National Park Service 
Rivers,Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program  / Hydro Program 
111 East Kellogg Blvd.  Suite 105 
St. Paul, MN  55101 
Tel   (651) 290-3004 
Fax (651) 290-3815 
 
 
 
|---------+----------------------------> 
|         |           "Buss, Emily D." | 
|         |           <Emily.Buss@hdrin| 
|         |           c.com>           | 
|         |                            | 
|         |           05/12/2008 04:09 | 
|         |           PM EST           | 
|---------+----------------------------> 
  >------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------| 
  |                                                                                                                            
| 
  |       To:       "Frank Albrecht" <frank.albrecht@ngpc.ne.gov>, "Gene Zuerlein" 
<gene.zuerlein@ngpc.ne.us>, "Greg Wingfield"  | 
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  |        <greg_wingfield@fws.gov>, "Jeff Runge" <jeff_runge@fws.gov>, "Jeff Schuckman" 
<jeff.schuckman@ngpc.ne.gov>, "Joe      | 
  |        Mangiamelli" <jmangi@columbusne.us>, "John Bender" <john.bender@ndeq.state.ne.us>, 
"John Cochnar"                     | 
  |        <john_cochnar@fws.gov>, "Kristal Stoner" <kristal.stoner@ngpc.ne.gov>, "Lacie 
Andreasen" <cgenoa@cablene.com>, "Mark  | 
  |        Czaplewski" <mark@cpnrd.org>, "Mark Weekley" <mark_weekley@nps.gov>, "Martha 
Tacha" <martha_tacha@fws.gov>, "Marty    | 
  |        Link" <marty.link@ndeq.state.ne.us>, "Mike LeValley" <mike_levalley@fws.gov>, 
"Mike Thompson" <mthompson@dnr.ne.gov>, | 
  |        "Phil Soenksen" <pjsoenks@usgs.gov>, "Randy Thoreson" <randy_thoreson@nps.gov>, 
"Robert Harms" <robert_harms@fws.gov> | 
  |       cc:       "Neal Suess" <nsuess@loup.com>                                                                             
| 
  |       Subject:  Loup Power District:  Agency Follow-up Meeting                                   
| 
  >------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------| 
 
 
 
 
Greetings: 
 
I want to thank all of you who participated in our agency orientation meeting on Wednesday, 
May 7th.  We hope that the information presented regarding the District’s hydroelectric 
project and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Integrated License Process (ILP) 
will be useful to you as we proceed with our relicensing program.  The District looks forward 
to working collaboratively with all interested agencies and stakeholders over the six year 
schedule of this undertaking. 
 
Please reserve Wednesday, June 11th and plan to attend our first follow-up agency meeting.  
We will meet in Columbus, Nebraska from 10 am until 2 pm. 
Lunch will be provided.  Information on the specific location will be provided later this 
week. 
 
We request that you please prepare the following information in preparation for this meeting: 
 
1.  Confirm who will be the primary point(s) of contact for your agency. 
2.  Confirm who from your agency will attend the meeting on June 11th. 
3.  Provide a list of any NGO’s you are aware of that should be invited to participate in 
this relicense process. 
4.  Prepare a preliminary list of any issues and/or concerns that your agency has regarding 
the present or future operation of the Loup River Hydroelectric Project. 
(Note:  Please do not categorize these issues/concerns as study needs or study requests at 
this time; that step will occur later in the interactive 
process.) 
 
Please prepare your responses to the above items in a word document or in an e-mail and send 
it to me, Emily Buss, HDR at emily.buss@hdrinc.com and to Neal Suess, Loup Power District at 
nsuess@loup.com on or before Friday, May 16th.  If I have not heard from you by Friday, May 
16th I will be contacting you via telephone.  Thank you. 
 
Not all agencies are required to participate in the relicense process.  If, at any point in 
time, your agency should choose not to formally participate in the relicense process, please 
so indicate in the form of a signed letter or an e-mail addressed to: 
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Neal Suess 
President / CEO 
Loup Power District 
2404 15th Street 
P.O. Box 988 
Columbus, NE 69602-0988 
nsuess@loup.com 
 
Thank you again for you interest and participation in this process.  Please contact me if you 
have questions or need any additional information. 
 
 
 
 
 
Emily Buss 
Environmental Scientist / Public Involvement Specialist 
 
 
HDR ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions 
701 Xenia Avenue South | Suite 600 | Minneapolis, MN | 55416 
Phone: 763.278.5904 | Fax: 763.591.5413 | Email: Emily.Buss@hdrinc.com 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: John.Bender@NDEQ.State.NE.US
Sent: Tuesday, May 20, 2008 4:03 PM
To: Buss, Emily D.
Subject: NGO list
Attachments: LoupNGOlist.DOC

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 

 
 
 

 
Attached is an excerpt from my mailing list.  I have removed agency contacts, NRDs, and 

national contacts.  What remains are local representatives of NGOs that have expressed an 
interest in water issues. 

 
(See attached file: LoupNGOlist.DOC) 

 
John F. Bender 

Water Quality Standards Coordinator 
Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality 
402/471-4201 



Title FirstName LastName JobTitle Company Address1 Address2 City St PostCode  
Mr. Kevin Poague  Audubon Nebraska P.O. Box 117  Denton NE 68339 1. 
Mr. Vince Shay State Director The Nature 

Conservancy 
1025 Leavenworth 
St. 

Suite 100 Omaha NE 68102 2. 

Mr. Tony Korth President Elect Nebraska Chapter 
American Fisheries 
Society 

21502 W. Hwy. 31  Gretna NE 68028 3. 

Mr. Duane Hovorka Executive 
Director 

Nebraska Wildlife 
Federation 

P.O. Box 81437  Lincoln NE 68501-
1437 

4. 

Mr. Steve Wilson Nebraska East 
Region Director 

Nebraska Ducks 
Unlimited  

3648 S. 16th St  Lincoln NE 68502 5. 

Mr. Dick Boyd Chapter Chair Nebraska Chapter 
Sierra Club 

P.O. Box 4664  Omaha NE 68104-
0664 

6. 

Mr. Wes Sheets  Izaak Walton League 6710 Marcia Ln.  Lincoln NE 68505 7. 
Dr. Felipe Chavez-

Ramirez 
Executive 
Director 

Platte River Whooping 
Crane Trust 

6611 W. Whooping 
Crane Dr. 

 Wood 
River 

NE 68883 8. 

Ms. Traci Bruckner Rural Policy 
Program 
Assistant 
Director 

Center for Rural 
Affairs 

145 Main St. P.O. Box 136 Lyons NE 68038-
0136 

9. 

Mr. Craig Head  Nebraska Farm Bureau 
Federation 

P.O Box 80299  Lincoln NE 68501 10. 

Mr. John Hansen President Farmers Union of 
Nebraska 

1305 Plum  Lincoln NE 68502 11. 

Mr. Michael Kelsey Executive Vice 
President 

Nebraska Cattlemen 134 S. 13th St. Suite 900 Lincoln NE 68508-
1901 

12. 

Mr. Larry Sitzman Executive 
Director 

Nebraska Pork 
Producers 

A103 Animal 
Sciences Building 

University of 
Nebraska-
Lincoln 

Lincoln NE 68583-
0909 

13. 

Mr. Jeff Keown Extension Dairy 
Specialist 

 A218 Animal 
Sciences Building  

University of 
Nebraska-
Lincoln 

Lincoln NE 68583 14. 



Title FirstName LastName JobTitle Company Address1 Address2 City St PostCode  
Ms. Susan Joy General 

Manager 
Nebraska Poultry 
Industries 

P.O. Box 830908 University of 
Nebraska-
Lincoln 
A103 Animal 
Sciences 
Building 

Lincoln NE 68583-
0908 

15. 

Mr. Scott Merritt Executive 
Director 

Nebraska Corn 
Growers Association 

1327 H St., Suite 
305 

 Lincoln NE 68508 16. 

 DeMaris Johnson Executive 
Director 

Nebraska Water 
Resources Association 

1233 Lincoln Mall Suite 203 Lincoln NE 68508 17. 

Mr. Don Kraus General 
Manager 

Central Nebraska 
Pubic Power & 
Irrigation District 

P.O. Box 740  Holdrege NE 68949-
0740 

18. 

Mr. Bill Neal Environmental 
and Government 
Affairs 

Omaha Public Power 
District 

444 South 16th 
Street Mall 

 Omaha NE 68102-
2247 

19. 

Mr. Joe Citta, Jr. Environmental 
Protection 
Supervisor 

Nebraska Public 
Power District 

1414 15th St.  Columbus NE 68601 20. 

Mr. Jeff Forney Secretary Nebraska Water 
Environment 
Association 

2120 S 72nd St. Suite 1400 Omaha NE 68124-
6316 

21. 

Mr. Lash Chaffin Utilities Section 
Director 

League of Nebraska 
Municipalities 

1335 L St.  Lincoln NE 68508 22. 

Ms. Gordon Kissel Executive 
Director 

Nebraska Society of 
Professional Engineers 

301 South 13th 
Street 

Suite 400 Lincoln NE 68508-
2571 

23. 

Ms. Jane Griffin President The Groundwater 
Foundation 

P.O. Box 22558  Lincoln NE 68542-
2558 

24. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
May, XX, 2008 
 
<NAME> 
<TITLE> 
<AGENCY NAME> 
<ADDRESS> 
<CITY>, <STATE> <ZIP> 
 
Re: Loup Power District Hydroelectric Relicensing 
 Public Open Houses Scheduled for June 10 and 11, 2008 
 
Dear <NAME>, 
 
You have received this letter because you have been identified as a potential interested stakeholder in 
the Loup Power District’s (District) relicensing process for its hydroelectric project. The District has 
scheduled public open houses to provide information about the history and operation of the hydroelectric 
project, the relicensing process, and the opportunities for public comment and participation. 
 
The format for these public open houses is very informal. There will be no formal presentation; 
the Relicensing Team will be available to answer questions and take comments. You are welcome to 
attend at any time during the open house hours listed below.   To learn more about the relicensing 
process please go to the website www.loup.com or relicensing hotline 1-866-869-2087 for additional 
information. 
 
The times and locations for the public open houses are listed below.  The information available at each 
open house will be the same.  
 
Tuesday, June 10, 2008 in Columbus, Nebraska. 
Time:  2 PM-4 PM or 6 PM- 8 PM 
Columbus VFW Club 
2720 23rd St 
Columbus, NE 68601 
 
Wednesday, June 11, 2008 in Genoa, Nebraska.   
Time:   6 PM- 8 PM 
Genoa Senior Center 
115 N Oak St 
Genoa, NE 68640 
 
We look forward to working with you throughout the multi-year relicensing process. 
 
Loup Power District 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Neal D. Suess, PE 
President/CEO 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Philip J Soenksen [pjsoenks@usgs.gov]
Sent: Monday, June 02, 2008 1:38 PM
To: Buss, Emily D.
Cc: Neal Suess; Robert B Swanson; Richard C Wilson; rbzelt@usgs.gov; pjsoenks@usgs.gov
Subject: Re: Loup Power District:  Agency Follow3up Meeting

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

 
Emily,  
 
Sorry for the late response to your e3mail. Our senior staff has been scattered for the last several weeks (prior 
commitments out of town, 2 weeks of flooding, time off, ...), and we were not able to have the necessary discussions to 
respond until today. Below are those responses as per the numbering in your e3mail.  
 
1. Primary points of contact:  
        Ben Dietsch, Hydrologist, bdietsch@usgs.gov, 402332834122 (office), 402341635154 (cell)  
        Jason Alexander, Hydrologist, jalexand@usgs.gov, 402332834132 (office), 402331437661 (cell)  
2. June 11th meeting attendance:  
        Ben Dietsch, Jason Alexander, Ron Zelt, Phil Soenksen  
3. List of NGOs:  
        Platte River Recovery Implementation Program, Jerry F. Kenny, Executive Director, kennyj@headwaterscorp.com, 
308323735728 (office), 303351431305 (cell)  
        Nebraska Airboaters Association  
        Suggest contacting Rodney Verhoeff, Coordinator for the Lower Platte River Corridor Alliance to get more NGOs (he 
was out when I called today)  
                RVerhoeff@lpsnrd.org, 402347632729 (office at LPS NRD), 402342930334 (cell)  
4. Preliminary list of issues/concerns: As a non3regulatory science agency, we do not, in a sense, have issues/concerns of 
our own; but rather,  we seek to provide the necessary good science information to help answer such issues/concerns for 
others. That being said, below is a list of general scientific inquiries that might be of interest.  
        Effects of LPD operations on water temperature in lower Loup and lower Platte Rivers (implications for aquatic biota)  
        Effects of LPD operations on sediment budget below the tailrace canal outfall (implications for in3channel sources)  
        Effects of LPD operations (especially hydropeaking) on sandbar elevations (implications for aquatic biota)  
        Effects of LPD operations on hydraulic habitat connectivity and distribution (implications for aquatic biota)  
        Effects of LPD operations on in3channel vegetation extent and composition (implications for woodland expansion and 
invasive species)  
 
Phil Soenksen 
Chief, Hydrologic Data Section 
USGS Nebraska Water Science Center 
402332834150 
pjsoenks@usgs.gov 
http://ne.water.usgs.gov  
 

"Buss, Emily D." <Emily.Buss@hdrinc.com>  

05/12/2008 04:09 PM  

To "Frank Albrecht" <frank.albrecht@ngpc.ne.gov>, "Gene Zuerlein" 
<gene.zuerlein@ngpc.ne.us>, "Greg Wingfield" <greg_wingfield@fws.gov>, "Jeff 
Runge" <jeff_runge@fws.gov>, "Jeff Schuckman" <jeff.schuckman@ngpc.ne.gov>, "Joe 
Mangiamelli" <jmangi@columbusne.us>, "John Bender" 
<john.bender@ndeq.state.ne.us>, "John Cochnar" <john_cochnar@fws.gov>, "Kristal 
Stoner" <kristal.stoner@ngpc.ne.gov>, "Lacie Andreasen" <cgenoa@cablene.com>, 
"Mark Czaplewski" <mark@cpnrd.org>, "Mark Weekley" <mark_weekley@nps.gov>, 
"Martha Tacha" <martha_tacha@fws.gov>, "Marty Link" 
<marty.link@ndeq.state.ne.us>, "Mike LeValley" <mike_levalley@fws.gov>, "Mike 
Thompson" <mthompson@dnr.ne.gov>, "Phil Soenksen" <pjsoenks@usgs.gov>, 
"Randy Thoreson" <randy_thoreson@nps.gov>, "Robert Harms" 
<robert_harms@fws.gov>  
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cc "Neal Suess" <nsuess@loup.com>  
Subject Loup Power District:  Agency Follow3up Meeting 

 
 

 

 

 

Greetings:  

   

I want to thank all of you who participated in our agency orientation meeting on Wednesday, May 7
th

.  We hope 

that the information presented regarding the District’s hydroelectric project and the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission (FERC) Integrated License Process (ILP) will be useful to you as we proceed with our relicensing 

program.  The District looks forward to working collaboratively with all interested agencies and stakeholders 

over the six year schedule of this undertaking.  

   

Please reserve Wednesday, June 11
th

 and plan to attend our first follow/up agency meeting.  We will meet in 

Columbus, Nebraska from 10 am until 2 pm.  Lunch will be provided.  Information on the specific location will 

be provided later this week.  

   

We request that you please prepare the following information in preparation for this meeting:  

   

1.  Confirm who will be the primary point(s) of contact for your agency.  

2.  Confirm who from your agency will attend the meeting on June 11th.  

3.  Provide a list of any NGO’s you are aware of that should be invited to participate in this relicense process.  

4.  Prepare a preliminary list of any issues and/or concerns that your agency has regarding the present or future 

operation of the Loup River Hydroelectric Project.    

(Note:  Please do not categorize these issues/concerns as study needs or study requests at this time; that step will 

occur later in the interactive process.)  

   

Please prepare your responses to the above items in a word document or in an e/mail and send it to me, Emily 

Buss, HDR at emily.buss@hdrinc.com and to Neal Suess, Loup Power District at nsuess@loup.com on or 

before Friday, May 16
th

.  If I have not heard from you by Friday, May 16th I will be contacting you via 

telephone.  Thank you.  

   

Not all agencies are required to participate in the relicense process.  If, at any point in time, your agency should 

choose not to formally participate in the relicense process, please so indicate in the form of a signed letter or an 

e/mail addressed to:  

   

Neal Suess  

President / CEO  

Loup Power District  

2404 15
th

 Street  

P.O. Box 988  

Columbus, NE 69602/0988  

nsuess@loup.com  

   

Thank you again for you interest and participation in this process.  Please contact me if you have questions or 

need any additional information.  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Buss, Emily D.
Sent: Tuesday, June 03, 2008 6:40 PM
To: Frank Albrecht; gene.zuerlein@ngpc.ne.gov; 'Greg Wingfield'; Jeff Runge; Jeff Schuckman; 

Joe Mangiamelli; 'John Bender'; 'John Cochnar'; Kristal Stoner; Lacie Andreasen; Mark 
Czaplewski; Mark Weekley; Martha Tacha; Marty Link; Mike LeValley; 'Mike Thompson'; Phil 
Soenksen; Randy Thoreson; Robert Harms

Cc: Neal Suess; Waldow, George
Subject: IMPORTANT : Loup Power District: Agency Follow:up Meeting Schedule

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Greetings: 
  
We sent you an e�mail on May 13th, 2008 informing you about an Agency Follow�up Meeting scheduled in Columbus for June 11th.  That meeting has 
now been rescheduled for June 25th to better accommodate the majority of agencies interested in actively participating in the process. Please watch 
your mail in the coming week for information on the exact time and location of this meeting.  
 
We ask that you review your calendars for July – September and provide dates that you or a representative of your agency can attend upcoming 
meetings.  We also remind you to please prepare the following information for this meeting: 
 
1.  Confirm who will be the primary point(s) of contact for your agency. 
2.  Provide a list of any NGO’s you are aware of that should be invited to participate in this relicense process. 
3.  Prepare a preliminary list of any issues and/or concerns that your agency has regarding the present or future operation of the Loup River 
Hydroelectric Project.  (Note:  Please do not categorize these issues/concerns as study needs or study requests at this time; that step will occur later 
in the interactive process.) 
 
Please prepare your responses to the above items in a word document or in an e�mail and send it to me, Emily Buss, HDR at 
emily.buss@hdrinc.com and to Neal Suess, Loup Power District at nsuess@loup.com before the meeting on June 25th. 
 
The ILP process is moving steadily forward and we all need to work collaboratively to find sufficient time to meet and discuss issues, concerns, and 
solutions. 
 
Thank you again for you interest and participation in this process.  Please contact me if you have questions or need any additional information. 

  

Emily Buss 
Environmental Scientist / Public Involvement Specialist 

HDR ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions  

701 Xenia Avenue South | Suite 600 | Minneapolis, MN | 55416  
Phone: 763.278.5904 | Fax: 763.591.5413 | Email: Emily.Buss@hdrinc.com 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: John.Bender@NDEQ.State.NE.US
Sent: Thursday, June 05, 2008 12:48 PM
To: Buss, Emily D.; Neal Suess
Subject: Re: IMPORTANT * Loup Power District: Agency Follow*up Meeting Schedule

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

 
 
 
 
 
I am already committed to two other meetings on June 25, so I doubt that I can attend your 
rescheduled meeting.  As far as July - September dates go, my calendar is open the weeks of 
July 22 and 29, all of August except Aug, 28, and all of September except the week of Sept. 
22. 
 
As stated earlier, I will be the primary point of contact at NDEQ for the ILP.  I forwarded 
Emily a list of NGOs that have expressed interest in our Water Quality Standards in an 
earlier email. 
 
NDEQ's interests in the ILP will revolve around the 401 water quality certification for the 
FERC license.  Water quality issues could include T&E species (aquatic-related only) since 
there is a reference to protecting them in our Water Quality Standards; any fish kills that 
have occurred in the canal or lakes; and the bacteria in Lake Babcock (I realize that the 
recreation occurs on Lake North, but the criteria are assigned to all lakes and we have data 
indicating high levels in Babcock). 
 
I will try to find someone in my unit to attend on the 25th in my place, but it is unlikely 
they would be familiar with the process. 
 
John F. Bender 
Water Quality Standards Coordinator 
Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality 
402/471-4201 
 
 
                                                                            
             "Buss, Emily D."                                               
             <Emily.Buss@hdrin                                              
             c.com>                                                     To  
                                       "Frank Albrecht"                     
             06/03/2008 06:40          <frank.albrecht@ngpc.ne.gov>,        
             PM                        <gene.zuerlein@ngpc.ne.gov>, "Greg   
                                       Wingfield"                           
                                       <greg_wingfield@fws.gov>, "Jeff      
                                       Runge" <jeff_runge@fws.gov>, "Jeff   
                                       Schuckman"                           
                                       <jeff.schuckman@ngpc.ne.gov>, "Joe   
                                       Mangiamelli"                         
                                       <jmangi@columbusne.us>, "John        
                                       Bender"                              
                                       <john.bender@ndeq.state.ne.us>,      
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                                       "John Cochnar"                       
                                       <john_cochnar@fws.gov>, "Kristal     
                                       Stoner"                              
                                       <kristal.stoner@ngpc.ne.gov>,        
                                       "Lacie Andreasen"                    
                                       <cgenoa@cablene.com>, "Mark          
                                       Czaplewski" <mark@cpnrd.org>, "Mark  
                                       Weekley" <mark_weekley@nps.gov>,     
                                       "Martha Tacha"                       
                                       <martha_tacha@fws.gov>, "Marty       
                                       Link"                                
                                       <marty.link@ndeq.state.ne.us>,       
                                       "Mike LeValley"                      
                                       <mike_levalley@fws.gov>, "Mike       
                                       Thompson" <mthompson@dnr.ne.gov>,    
                                       "Phil Soenksen"                      
                                       <pjsoenks@usgs.gov>, "Randy          
                                       Thoreson" <randy_thoreson@nps.gov>,  
                                       "Robert Harms"                       
                                       <robert_harms@fws.gov>               
                                                                        cc  
                                       "Neal Suess" <nsuess@loup.com>,      
                                       "Waldow, George"                     
                                       <George.Waldow@hdrinc.com>           
                                                                   Subject  
                                       IMPORTANT - Loup Power District:     
                                       Agency Follow-up Meeting Schedule    
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                            
 
 
 
 
Greetings: 
 
We sent you an e-mail on May 13th, 2008 informing you about an Agency Follow-up Meeting 
scheduled in Columbus for June 11th.  That meeting has now been rescheduled for June 25th to 
better accommodate the majority of agencies interested in actively participating in the 
process. Please watch your mail in the coming week for information on the exact time and 
location of this meeting. 
 
We ask that you review your calendars for July – September and provide dates that you or a 
representative of your agency can attend upcoming meetings.  We also remind you to please 
prepare the following information for this meeting: 
 
1.  Confirm who will be the primary point(s) of contact for your agency. 
2.  Provide a list of any NGO’s you are aware of that should be invited to participate in 
this relicense process. 
3.  Prepare a preliminary list of any issues and/or concerns that your agency has regarding 
the present or future operation of the Loup River Hydroelectric Project.  (Note:  Please do 
not categorize these issues/concerns as study needs or study requests at this time; that step 
will occur later in the interactive process.) 
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Please prepare your responses to the above items in a word document or in an e-mail and send 
it to me, Emily Buss, HDR at emily.buss@hdrinc.com and to Neal Suess, Loup Power District at 
nsuess@loup.com before the meeting on June 25th. 
 
The ILP process is moving steadily forward and we all need to work collaboratively to find 
sufficient time to meet and discuss issues, concerns, and solutions. 
 
Thank you again for you interest and participation in this process.  Please contact me if you 
have questions or need any additional information. 
 
 
 
 
 
Emily Buss 
Environmental Scientist / Public Involvement Specialist 
 
 
HDR ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions 
701 Xenia Avenue South | Suite 600 | Minneapolis, MN | 55416 
Phone: 763.278.5904 | Fax: 763.591.5413 | Email: Emily.Buss@hdrinc.com 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Marty.Link@NDEQ.State.NE.US
Sent: Monday, June 09, 2008 1:44 PM
To: Buss, Emily D.
Cc: John.Bender@NDEQ.State.NE.US; nsuess@loup.com
Subject: June 25 meeting in Columbus

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

 

 
 
 

Hi Emily 
Please put John Bender of NDEQ as our agency's official representative on the Joint Agency 

Meeting 'team'.  John will respond to the other questions in the letter from Loup Power Dist 
dated June 6, 2008.  Regarding a list of issues/concerns, our agency is responsible for the 

water quality of the surface and ground water of the state, along with air and land quality 
concerns, so that is where our main interest lies. 

 
Thanks for including us. 

 
           Martha (Marty) Link 
Nebr. Dept. Environmental Quality 

Assoc. Dir, Water Quality Div. 
402/471-4270  {Fax 471-2909} 

marty.link@ndeq.state.ne.us 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Anna Baum [abaum@upperloupnrd.org]
Sent: Wednesday, June 11, 2008 9:51 AM
To: Buss, Emily D.
Subject: requested information

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Good morning Emily.  Per request from a letter from Loup Power District I am passing along the following information. 
 
I am the primary point of contact for our agency. 
Our main concern is the impact the call on the river may have in regards to fully appropriating our Loup Basin. 
It is very hard to put down any concrete dates to be able to attend any future meetings – I can say that the 2

nd
 and the 4

th
 

week of August is out for me. 
 
We very much want to be kept abreast of the issues. 
 
Thanks!  
 

Anna Baum 

General Manager, Upper Loup NRD 
PO Box 212 
Thedford, Ne  69166 
Phone: 308#645#2250 
Fax: 308#645#2308 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Henry Santin [santin@hamilton.net]
Sent: Tuesday, June 17, 2008 7:55 PM
To: Buss, Emily D.
Subject: june 25th meeting

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

emily   i am planning on attending the meeting on june 25th  I will be the primary contact for the nance co board   at this 
time the board has no specific concerns   as far as future meetings  evenings would work best for me but as far as dates 
go were all involved in farming so the weather will be our main concern.           thanks Henry Santin  Nance co. supervisor 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Cothern.Joe@epamail.epa.gov
Sent: Wednesday, June 18, 2008 12:45 PM
To: nsuess@loup.com
Cc: Buss, Emily D.
Subject: Hydropower Relicensing Meeting on 6/25

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 

Dear Mr. Suess, 
 
I am responding to the meeting invitation letter sent to Regional Administrator John Askew, 

dated June 6, 2008.  EPA will not be able to attend next week's meeting, however. we would 
welcome the opportunity to address any environmental issue within our jurisdiction or 

expertise. 
Please let me know if EPA has previously presented a concern relative to this proposed 

reliscensing. 
 

Responding to your specific questions: 
 

-I will be EPA's point of contact for this reliscensing.  In particular, NEPA documentation 
should be submitted to my office. 
-EPA does not know of any particular NGO group that should be contacted. 

-Inquiries of various EPA program offices did not identify issues or concerns. 
-First and last week of August are not available for meeting participation. 

 
Thank you for including EPA in your coordination efforts. 

 
Sincerely, 

Joe Cothern 
 

 
Joseph E. Cothern 
NEPA Team Leader 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 7 

910 N. 5th Street 
Kansas City, Kansas 66101 

 
 

 
(913) 551-7148 

cothern.joe@epa.gov 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Buss, Emily D.
Sent: Thursday, June 19, 2008 5:04 PM
To: john.bender@ndeq.state.ne.us; david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; mark@cpnrd.org; 

jeff.schuckman@ngpc.ne.gov; frank.albrecht@ngpc.ne.gov; jangell@dnr.ne.gov; 
robert_harms@fws.gov; pjsoenks@usgs.gov; randy_thoreson@nps.gov; 
ulnrd@upperloupnrd.org; Barbara.J.Friskopp@usace.army.mil; santin@hamilton.net; 
rpuschendorf@nebraskahistory.org; justin.lavene@nebraksa.gov; 
bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; cothern.joe@epa.gov; jmangi@columbusne.us; 
cgenoa@cablene.com

Cc: Buss, Emily D.; nsuess@loup.com
Subject: Loup River Hydroelectric Project Relicensing
Attachments: 080625.Agenda.Agency_Issues.pdf; nAgency.080507.Orientation.pdf

Greetings, 
  
This is a reminder that a meeting will be held on June 25, 2008 to discuss agency issues and concerns related to 
relicensing the Loup River Hydroelectric Project.  An agenda for the meeting is attached.  Meeting details are below: 

Date:        June 25, 2008 
Time:        10 am to 2 pm (lunch provided) 
Location:   Wunderlich's 
                304 E. Highway 30 
                Columbus, NE  68601  

Also attached are the notes from the Agency Orientation meeting that was held on May 7, 2008.  Please let me know if 
you have any comments on the meeting notes.   
  
We are providing this information to the primary contacts identified by each agency, please forward this information on to 
others in your agency as appropriate.   
  
Regards, 

Emily Buss 
Environmental Scientist / Public Involvement Specialist 

HDR ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions  

701 Xenia Avenue South | Suite 600 | Minneapolis, MN | 55416  
Phone: 763.278.5904 | Fax: 763.591.5413 | Email: Emily.Buss@hdrinc.com 
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Agenda 
Project:   Loup River Hydroelectric Project 

FERC Project No. 1256 
    

Subject:   

Meeting Date:    Meeting Location:    

 
Discussion Topics: 
 
 
 

1. Welcome 
 
 
2. Introductions 
 
 
3. Process Review 
 
 
4. Issues Received to Date  
 
 
5. Issues Discussion  
 
 
6. Next Steps 
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Meeting Notes 
Project:   Loup River Hydroelectric Project 

FERC Project No. 1256 

Subject:  Agency Orientation Meeting   

Meeting Date:   May 7, 2008, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm Meeting Location:   Wunderlichs, Columbus, NE 

Notes by:  HDR 

Attendees: 
 

Loup Public Power District (District) 

Jim Frear 
Tom Kumpf, Board Member  
Neal Suess 
Ron Ziola 

HDR 

Emily Buss 
Pat Engelbert 
Dennis Grennan 
Bill Sigler 
Shannon Snow  
George Waldow 
Stephanie White 

US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 

John Cochnar 
Robert Harms 
Mike LeValley  
Jeff Runge 
Martha Tacha 
Greg Wingfield 

US Geological Survey (USGS) Phil Soenksen 

National Park Service (NPS) Randy Thoreson  
Mark Weekley 

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission (NGPC) 

Frank Albrecht 
Jeff Schuckman 
Kristal Stoner 
Gene Zuerlein 

Nebraska Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Mike Thompson 
Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality (NDEQ) John Bender 
Lower Loup Natural Resources District (NRD) and Nebraska 
Natural Resources Commission (NRC) 

Dick Hadenfeldt 

Central Platte Natural Resource District (NRD) Mark Czaplewski 
City of Genoa Lacie Andreasen 
City of Columbus Joe Mangiamelli 

 
Meeting Agenda: 

I. Welcome and Introductions 
II. The History of Loup Power District 
III. Loup Hydro Facilities and Operations (Neal) 
IV. FERC Licensing Process (George/Neal) 
V. The Role of the Agencies (Neal) 
VI. Next Steps 



LPD Hydropower Relicensing 
FERC Project No. 1256 
Agency Meeting - May 7, 2008 
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 Discussion: 
 
Topic Detail Interested 

Agency 
Loup Power District 
History Book 

� Includes information about park sites and available 
recreation through the Loup Power District offices. 

NPS 

Water Right � The District has a water right to divert up to 3,500 
cubic feet per second (cfs) from the Loup River for 
power generation purposes. 

USFWS 

Irrigation  � The District has 40 irrigation customers and 78 
irrigation diversion points with water rights to water 
in the canal 

� Irrigator rights, approved by the State, are junior 
water rights to the District’s but are given preference 
for agricultural use as priority users of water 

� District is compensated for acre-feet pumped by 
irrigators through a subordination arrangement 

� Most irrigators are west of Lake Babcock; only four 
irrigators are located below the Columbus 
Powerhouse. 

USFWS 

Water Capacity � There are no plans to increase the hydraulic capacity 
of the canal. 

� Both the power canal and the Monroe Powerhouse 
are designed for a hydraulic flow capacity of 3,500 
cfs. 

USFWS 

NPPD Partnership � All energy produced at the two powerhouses 
(Monroe and Columbus) is sold directly to NPPD as 
a portion of their overall power portfolio. 

� All power the District distributes is purchased back 
from NPPD 

� The District has a negotiated contract with NPPD; 
price of energy fluctuates yearly, based on average 
cost of NPPD generation. 

� Because generation is based on flow availability, the 
District is not always able to meet NPPD’s 
needs/requests. 

NDEQ, 
NGPC, 
USFWS 

Sluice Gates � Used to periodically flush sand and debris away from 
intake gates. 

� Original settling basin sluice pipe was an open flume 
but has now been filled with sand and abandoned. 

� Gate operation is based on water conditions and sand 
or debris accumulation; there is no defined schedule 
of operation. 

� Operation moves a large amount of sand. 

USFWS, 
NDEQ, NGPC 
 

Sand Management � There are sand management areas on the north and 
south side of the settling basin. 

� One to two million tons of sand are dredged from the 
settling basin per year. 

� Water flows from dredge on the north side are 
conveyed through a series of ditches and discharged 
back into the Loup River upstream of the diversion 

NGPC 
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structure.  
Bypass Reach � There are control gates adjacent to the diversion 

structure which allow flows to be bypassed back into 
the Loup River channel.   

� River overtops the low weir or wall when there is 
sufficient flow. 

NPS 

Power Canal  � Canal gradient is approximately 1 foot per mile 
� The canal can only hold 3,500 cubic feet per second 

(cfs) – the system is running at capacity when the 
canal bank is full 

� There are several siphons along the canal that convey 
natural drainage from the north side of the canal to 
the south side of the canal; they include Beaver Creek 
siphon, Looking Glass Creek siphon, Dry/Cherry 
Creek siphon, and the Oconee siphon. 

USFWS, 
NGPC 

Monroe Powerhouse � Monroe Powerhouse is operated in a run-of-river 
manner and has no water storage capabilities. 

� Most of the time, all units are available to run near 
capacity but there is often insufficient water to do so.  
The system runs at full capacity only a few days per 
year. 

NPS 

Lake Storage � Lake Babcock and Lake North are used to manage 
the flow going into the Columbus Powerhouse.   

� Generally, the water level rises at night and then 
lowers during the day when the Columbus facility 
runs to cover NPPD’s peak. 

� Lake North is significantly deeper than Lake 
Babcock; can not be totally drained. 

USFWS 

Silt at Lake Babcock � The District has considered dredging the lake but it is 
not economically prudent. 

� District flushes sediment out of the lake through the 
Columbus Powerhouse to keep the original flow 
channel open. 

� Alternative methods to reclaim some of the storage 
capacity are currently being evaluated. 

NGPC 

Columbus Powerhouse  � Columbus Powerhouse is a peaking facility operated 
by the District but dispatched by NPPD according to 
their system requirements. 

� The units are generally run to cover NPPD peak load 
or conditions when NPPD generation facilities go 
off-line.  NPPD has a double peak in winter and there 
is a very late night peak in the summer due to 
irrigation. 

� NPPD’s needs mandate daily generation activity. 
� Any two of the three units at the Columbus 

Powerhouse can accommodate the 3,500 cfs canal 
design.  When all three units are used at capacity, the 
5,000 cfs intake canal design flow is utilized.   

� If the entire plant went off line, lake water levels are 
maintained to contain the flow, once diversion is 
stopped at the headgates.  

� Vertical trash rack bars are several inches apart and 

NGPC, USGS, 
NDEQ, 
USFWS 
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are not intended as a screen to exclude fish. 
Fish � Fish are present in the canal; the state record Flathead 

catfish was taken from the canal. 
� There are no fish protection screens at the 

powerhouses. 

USGS 

Endangered Species � Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act will be 
considered in the relicensing process.   

� FERC will initiate informal consultation 60 days 
following filing of the NOI/PAD. 

USFWS 

Drought Concerns � The Loup River is classified as one of the most 
consistent flowing rivers in the US.  During recent 
droughts, summer Loup River flows were near 
normal. 

USGS 

 
 

Action Items: 
 
Who 

 
Task 

Date 
Assigned  

LPD Determine issuance process for 401 Water Quality Certification associated 
with the FERC public process.    

5/7/08 

LPD Distribute agency contact information. 5/7/08 

All 
Agencies 

Provide list of NGOs that may be interested in the Project to the District. 5/7/08 

 
 
Next Meeting: 

What:  Agency Follow-up Meeting 
When:  Wednesday, June 25, 2008:  10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Lunch will be provided 
Where:  Wunderlichs, 304 E. Highway 30, Columbus, NE 68601  
RSVP:  On or before Friday, June 20, 2008 to Emily Buss, emily.buss@hdrinc.com  

or 763-278-5904  
 
The purpose of the meeting is to introduce, discuss and compare the hydropower related issues and concerns 
identified by the participating agencies.  Our objectives for this meeting are to talk through and reach a mutual 
understanding of the basis or rationale for each issue or concern.   
 



TO:  Emily Buss 

 

RE: Issues concerning the relicensing of the Loup Public Power District with FERC. 

 

FROM: Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 

 

DATE: June 20, 2008 

 

1.  Nebraska law provides that waters used for irrigation have preference over waters 

used for manufacture of power.  This means an irrigator with an appropriation junior to 

LPPD’s appropriation may require the senior water right for power – LPPD 22 to 

subordinate its water use.  The law also provides that just compensation must be paid by 

an irrigator to LPPD when subordination is demanded.   Just compensation is not an 

arbitrary amount, but an amount not greater than the cost of replacing the power which 

would be generated by the water so acquired.  LPPD has set amounts for irrigators to take 

water out of priority.  The rate for those irrigators taking water from the canal between 

the diversion on the Loup River and the power plants at Monroe and Columbus is 

different than the rate charged for those irrigators taking water upstream of the diversion.  

How does LPPD figure “just compensation”?  The Power Interference Agreement states 

that the amount charge irrigators is not just compensation. 

 

2.  Why does LPPD allow farmers to irrigate out of its canal?  The Nebraska Department 

of Natural Resources knows of no easements in place for those irrigators taking from the 

canal.  LPPD appears to operate as an irrigation district, rather than a power district.  

 

3.  At times LPPD diverts most or all of the Loup River, in effect changing the channel of 

the river.  What if an irrigator requests water be delivered out of the river downstream of 

the diversion point and upstream of the discharge into the Platte River, willing to pay 

LPPD just compensation? 

 

4.  Has LPPD considered its response in the event irrigation development continued in 

areas upstream of LPPD’s plants to the point of making the manufacturing of electricity 

no longer feasible? 

 

5.  Should LPPD be allowed to divert their entire appropriation when making power with 

less than the entire appropriation, given that LPPD has no storage permit?   

 



 
 
 
 
 
June, XX, 2008 
 
<NAME> 
<TITLE> 
<AGENCY NAME> 
<ADDRESS> 
<CITY>, <STATE> <ZIP> 
 
Re: Loup Power District Hydroelectric Relicensing 
  
 
Dear <NAME>, 
 
The existing license for Loup Power District’s hydroelectric project will expire in April 2014.  The process 
for relicensing begins this year as mandated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.   
 
The first step in that process is to thoroughly assess the environment in which our hydroelectric project 
operates.  A key consideration of this assessment is the natural Loup River channel, sometimes called 
the bypass reach.  As a land owner along the bypass reach, your input in the project is important. 
 
We are currently collecting environmental data and are working with state and Federal agencies to 
identify pertinent issues along the power canal and the bypass reach.  If you would like to provide input, 
ask a question of the study team, or be more directly involved in the process, we would welcome your 
participation.  You may indicate your interest in any of the following ways: 
 

� E-mail the project team at: relicensing@loup.com 
� Call the project hotline: 1-866-869-2087 
� Send a letter by mail or by fax to me: 
 

Neal Suess, President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
2404 15th Street 
P.O. Box 988 
Columbus, NE 68602-0988 
Fax: 402-564-0970 
Attn: Relicensing 

 
We have also established a website with up-to-date information about this project: www.loup.com. 
 
We look forward to working with you throughout the multi-year relicensing process. 
 
Loup Power District 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Neal D. Suess, PE 
President/CEO 



TO:  Emily Buss 
 
RE: Issues concerning the relicensing of the Loup Public Power District with FERC. 
 
FROM: Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 
 
DATE: June 20, 2008 
 
1.  Nebraska law provides that waters used for irrigation have preference over waters 
used for manufacture of power.  This means an irrigator with an appropriation junior to 
LPPD’s appropriation may require the senior water right for power – LPPD -- to 
subordinate its water use.  The law also provides that just compensation must be paid by 
an irrigator to LPPD when subordination is demanded.   Just compensation is not an 
arbitrary amount, but an amount not greater than the cost of replacing the power which 
would be generated by the water so acquired.  LPPD has set amounts for irrigators to take 
water out of priority.  The rate for those irrigators taking water from the canal between 
the diversion on the Loup River and the power plants at Monroe and Columbus is 
different than the rate charged for those irrigators taking water upstream of the diversion.  
How does LPPD figure “just compensation”?  The Power Interference Agreement states 
that the amount charge irrigators is not just compensation. 
 
2.  Why does LPPD allow farmers to irrigate out of its canal?  The Nebraska Department 
of Natural Resources knows of no easements in place for those irrigators taking from the 
canal.  LPPD appears to operate as an irrigation district, rather than a power district.  
 
3.  At times LPPD diverts most or all of the Loup River, in effect changing the channel of 
the river.  What if an irrigator requests water be delivered out of the river downstream of 
the diversion point and upstream of the discharge into the Platte River, willing to pay 
LPPD just compensation? 
 
4.  Has LPPD considered its response in the event irrigation development continued in 
areas upstream of LPPD’s plants to the point of making the manufacturing of electricity 
no longer feasible? 
 
5.  Should LPPD be allowed to divert their entire appropriation when making power with 
less than the entire appropriation, given that LPPD has no storage permit?   
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Angell, Jean [jangell@dnr.ne.gov]
Sent: Monday, June 23, 2008 3:19 PM
To: Buss, Emily D.
Subject: June 25 LPPD meeting
Attachments: concerns.doc

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

I will be able to attend the Loup Public Power District FERC relicensing meeting in Columbus on June 25, 

2008.  Attached please find the Department of Natural Resources issues for consideration.  If you have any 

questions about the document, please feel free to contact me.  Thank you. 

 

Jean Angell 

Legal Counsel 

Department of Natural Resources 

471.3931 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Robert_Harms@fws.gov
Sent: Tuesday, June 24, 2008 5:23 PM
To: Waldow, George; nsuess@loup.com; Buss, Emily D.; White, Stephanie
Cc: rick.schneider@ngpc.ne.gov; kristal.stoner@ngpc.ne.gov; frank.albrecht@ngpc.ne.gov; 

gene.zuerlein@ngpc.ne.gov; joel.jorgensen@ngpc.ne.gov; mike.fritz@ngpc.ne.gov; 
mark.porath@ngpc.ne.gov; Martha_Tacha@fws.gov; John_Cochnar@fws.gov; 
Greg_Wingfield@fws.gov; jeff_runge@fws.gov; Donald_Anderson@fws.gov; 
richard.holland@ngpc.ne.gov; larry.hutchinson@ngpc.ne.gov

Subject: Concerns Loup Power District Relicensing
Attachments: Loup PD Concerns.doc

 

Neal/George/Emily: 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) and Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 

(Commission) have prepared a preliminary list of concerns associated with proposed 
relicensing of the Loup River Hydroelectric Project as requested at the May 7, 2008, meeting.  

They are attached.  The Service and Commission look forward to discussing these with you 
tomorrow. 

 
(See attached file: Loup PD Concerns.doc) 

 
Bob Harms 

 
Robert R. Harms 
Fish and Wildlife Biologist 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
203 West Second Street 

Grand Island, Nebraska 68801 
Phone: 308-382-6468, Extension 17 

Fax: 308-384-8835 
robert_harms@fws.gov 



 
Preliminary Concerns, 

Loup Power District Relicensing 
 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 

 June 25, 2008  
 
1)  Flow depletion on the Loup River below the diversion at Genoa.  Affected resources 
include: 
 
 a) diminished peak flows affecting sand bar suitability for nesting and foraging 

piping plover and least tern; 
 
b) increased susceptibility of invasive and/or woody plant species becoming 
established on sandbar habitats;  
 
c) water diversion for hydropower, irrigation, and any associated evaporation 
from the Loup River may increase susceptibility of land-based predation due to 
shallow water in channels affecting least tern and piping plover; 
  
d) water diversion from the Loup River may increase human disturbance which 
may affect nest initiation and/or abandonment for the least tern and piping plover; 
 
e) water diversion from the Loup River may lower production of invertebrates and 
fish affecting food availability for the least tern, piping plover, Tier 1 species, and 
other riverine fish and wildlife species; 
 
f) low flows affecting fish movement/migration; 
 
g) water diversion from the Loup River will increase probability of fish kills due 
to stranding of fish in pools and increased water temperatures; 

 
 h) loss and/or degradation of adjacent wetland habitats connected to the river via 

groundwater; and 
 
 i) narrow channels could result in vegetative encroachment. 
 
2)  Flow depletion on the Loup River above the diversion at Genoa due to potential sales 
of water rights to other upstream water users.  Affected resources include: 
 
 a) diminished peak flows affecting sand bar suitability for nesting and foraging 

piping plover and least tern; 
 
b) increased susceptibility of invasive and/or woody plant species becoming 
established on sandbar habitats;  
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c) water withdrawals for other uses on the Loup River may increase susceptibility 
of land based predation due to shallow water in channels affecting least tern and 
piping plover; 
  
d) water withdrawals from the Loup River may increase human disturbance which 
may affect nest initiation and/or abandonment for the least tern and piping plover; 
 
e) water withdrawals from the Loup River may lower production of invertebrates 
and fish affecting food availability for the least tern, piping plover, Tier 1 species, 
and other riverine fish and wildlife species; 
 
f) low flows affecting fish movement/migration; 
 
g) water withdrawals from the Loup River will increase probability of fish kills 
due to stranding of fish in pools and increased water temperatures; 

 
 h) loss and/or degradation of adjacent wetland habitats connected to the river via 

groundwater; and 
 
 i) narrower channels could result in vegetative encroachment. 
 
3) Flow depletion on the Platte River system from:  a) evaporative losses within the 
power canal system, and b) withdrawal of water from canal for irrigation uses.  Affected 
resources include: 
 

a) diminished peak flows affecting sand bar suitability for nesting piping plover  
and least tern; 

 
b) reduced production of invertebrates and fish potentially affecting food 
availability for the least tern, piping plover, pallid sturgeon, Tier 1 species, and 
other riverine fish and wildlife resources;  
 
c) reduced flows affecting pallid sturgeon migration/movement; 
 
d) increased susceptibility of invasive and/or woody plant species becoming 
established on sandbar habitats; 
  

 e) potential impact on spawning cues for pallid sturgeon, catfish, sauger, and 
other river fish; 

  
 f) loss and/or degradation of adjacent wetland habitats connected to the river via 

groundwater; 
 
 g) narrower channels could result in vegetative encroachment; and 
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 h) thermal stress on fish. 
 
4) Sediment-deprived flow that is discharged from the tailrace into the Platte River may 
have the following impacts: 
 

a) reduced sandbar formation/maintenance for least tern, piping plover nesting 
and foraging habitats and 
 
b) channel degradation resulting in disconnected side-channels, backwaters, a 
deeper, narrower main channel, and floodplain affecting least tern, piping plover 
and other riverine fish and wildlife resources. 

 
5) Dredging and discharge activities at the settling basin.  Impacts include: 
   

a) overcovering of nests with discharge on nesting least terns and piping plovers; 
 
b) entrapment of fish on spoil pile; and  

 
 c) entrainment and mortality of fish during dredging operations. 
  
6) Hydrocycling.  Affected resources include: 
 
 a) inundation of sandbars and loss of least tern and piping plover nests;  
 
 b) inundation of sandbars results in the loss of sandbar habitat that could have 

otherwise been used by least terns and piping plovers for nesting and foraging; 
 
 c) frequent daily erosion of sandbars affecting least tern and piping plover habitat 

needs; 
 

d) impacts to benthic production affecting food resources for riverine fish and 
wildlife including listed threatened endangered species; and 

 
e) seasonal hydrocycling impacts to pallid sturgeon and other riverine fish species 
affecting fish passage, stranding fish in pools, heat stress, and elevated levels of 
predation.     

 
7) Recreation.  Recreational benefits of the multiple use project may have degraded over 
the project period.  Have the proposed benefit components been completed, maintained 
and operated, or enhanced during the project period?  Affected resources include: 
     

a) aquatic habitat for recreational fish species in storage reservoirs; 
 
b) impediments in canal delivery system for distribution of recreational fish 
species;  
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c) access to project property for public fishing and hunting; 
 
d) project operation activities resulting in fish kills within the canal and storage 
reservoirs;   
 
e) degradation of the recreational fishery due to project-related activities;  
 
f) a barrier to fish movement at the diversion dam; and  
 
g) Canal maintenance activities may affect fish.  



Loup Power District 
Hydroelectric Relicense Project 

Recreation/Land Use/Aesthetics Work Group Contact List 

Up to date as of 06/26/2008              Page ________ of ________ 

 
First 
Name 

Last 
Name 

Organization Address 1 Address 2 City State 
Zip 

Code 
Phone Fax E-Mail 

Randy Thoreson National Park Service 
Field Office 

111 E. Kellogg 
Blvd., Suite 105 

 St. Paul MN 55101-
1256 

1-651-
290-3004 

1-651-
290-
3815 

randy_thoreson@nps.gov 

Dave Tunink Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission 

2201 North 13th  Norfolk NE 68701  1-402 
471-5553 

  Dave.Tunink@ngpc.ne.gov 

Henry Santin Jr. Nance County  209 Esther St  Fullerton NE 68638 1-308- 
894-5495 

  santin@hamilton.net 

Bob Harms United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service 

Federal Building  203 West Second 
Street 

Grand 
Island  

NE 68801 1-308-
382-6468 
ext. 17 

  robert_harms@fws.gov 

Matt Pillard HDR Engineering, Inc. 8404 Indian Hills 
Drive  

  Omaha  NE 68114-
4049 

402-399-
1186 

  matt.pillard@hdrinc.com 

Ron Ziola Loup Power District P.O. Box 988  2404 15th Street  Columbus  NE 68602-
0988 

402-564-
3171 ext. 
254 

  rziola@loup.com 

 

mailto:randy_thoreson@nps.gov
mailto:santin@hamilton.net
mailto:robert_harms@fws.gov
mailto:matt.pillard@hdrinc.com
mailto:rziola@loup.com
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Selzle, Lydia

From: White, Stephanie
Sent: Friday, June 27, 2008 10:47 AM
To: randy_thoreson@nps.gov
Cc: Pillard, Matt
Subject: Recreation/Land Use/Aesthetics Workgroup
Attachments: 080626_Recreation_Land_Use_Aesthetics_WG_Contact_List_edb.doc

Good morning Randy / 

  

Attached please find the contact list for your workgroup.  Over time you may end up adding or subtracting to this group / 
please keep Matt Pillard in the loop so we can appropriately reflect the group and its activities in our pre/application 
document and subsequent reports. 

  

It was nice to see you this week / thanks for making the trip to Columbus.  You're a very important resource for the group. 

  

Have a nice weekend / 

  

Stephanie 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: White, Stephanie
Sent: Friday, June 27, 2008 10:51 AM
To: jangell@dnr.ne.gov
Cc: Pillard, Matt
Subject: Water Rights Workgroup
Attachments: 080626_Water_Rights_WG_Contact_List_edb.doc

Good morning Jean . 

  

Attached please find the contact list for your Water Rights Workgroup.  You may find that the group will grow or 
shrink over time . please keep Matt Pillard in the loop so that we can appropriately reflect the groups membership and 
activities in our pre.application document as well as subsequent reports. 

  

Thanks for contributing your time to this . as our discussion indicated on Wednesday, this is a very important topic. 

  

Have a great weekend . 

  

Stephanie White 

  



Loup Power District 
Hydroelectric Relicense Project 

Water Rights Work Group Contact List 

Up to date as of 06/26/2008              Page ________ of ________ 

 
First 

Name 
Last 

Name 
Organization Address 1 Address 2 City State 

Zip 
Code 

Phone  Fax E-Mail 

Jean Angell Nebraska Department of 
Natural Resources 

State Office 
Building, 4th Floor 
 

300 Centennial 
Mall South; P.O. 
Box 4676 

Lincoln NE 68509-
4676 

1-404-
471-3931 

1-402-471-
2900 

jangell@dnr.ne.gov  

Bob Harms United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service 

Federal Building 203 West Second 
Street 

Grand 
Island 

NE 68801 1-308-
382-6468 
ext. 17 

  robert_harms@fws.gov 

Phil Soenksen U.S. Geologic Survey 5231 South 19th   Lincoln NE 68512-
1271 

1-402 328-
4150 

  pjsoenks@usgs.gov 

Robert Mohler Lower Loup NRD 2620 Airport Drive, 
P.O. Box 210 

  Ord NE 68862-
0210 

1-308-
728-3221 

1-308 728-
5669 

 mohler@nctc.net 
 

David  Jundt Nebraska Department of 
Health and Human 
Services; Division of 
Public Health; Northeast 
Regional Office 

304 North 5th St. 
Suite C 

  Norfolk NE 68701-
4093 

1-402-
370-3404 

1-402-370-
3493 

david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov 

Pat Engelbert HDR Engineering, Inc. 8404 Indian Hills 
Drive 

  Omaha NE 68114-
4049 

1-402-
399-4917 

  pat.engelbert@hdrinc.com 

John Engel HDR Engineering, Inc. 8404 Indian Hills 
Drive 

  Omaha NE 68114-
4049 

1-402-
926-7110 

  john.engel@hdrinc.com 

Jim  Frear Loup Power District P.O. Box 988 2404 15th Street Columbus NE 68602-
0988 

1-402-
564-3171 
ext. 255 

  jfrear@loup.com 

John Shadle Nebraska Public Power 
District 

P.O. Box 519 

 Norfolk NE 
68702-
0519 

1-402-
563-5489 

 jjshadl@nppd.com 

 

mailto:jangell@dnr.ne.gov
mailto:robert_harms@fws.gov
mailto:pjsoenks@usgs.gov
mailto:mohler@nctc.net
mailto:david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov
mailto:pat.engelbert@hdrinc.com
mailto:john.engel@hdrinc.com
mailto:jfrear@loup.com


~ ~~~o!~WER ~~::RICT 
,.. 2404 15th Street 402/564-3171 

P.O. Box 988 Fax: 
Columbus, NE 68602-0988 402/564-0970 

July 1,2008 

Jean Angell 
Legal counsel 
Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 
PO Box 94676 
Lincoln, NE 68509-4676 

Dear Ms. Angell: 

Subject: Irrigation Agreement 
Irrigation Rules and Regulations 
FERC License Article 18 

"SERVING You ELECTRICALLY" 

Enclosed is the information you requested regarding irrigators and access to project 
property. 

RZ:ar 
Enc. 
C: N. Suess 

L. Richardson - HDR w/enc. , '. 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Wednesday, July 02, 2008 4:07 PM
To: 'Robert_Harms@fws.gov'
Cc: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Ron Ziola (rziola@loup.com)
Subject: Loup Power Relicensing / FERC and ESA process discussion
Attachments: esa_guide.pdf

Bob, 
  
July 22nd will work for Loup. So we'll plan on meeting at 10:00 a.m. at Loup's office. 
  
Also, please see the attached Hydropower Licensing and Endangered Species Guide.  
  
Please contact me with any questions. 
  
Thanks. 
  

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114/4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Wednesday, July 02, 2008 9:09 AM
To: 'randy_thoreson@nps.gov'
Subject: Loup  Power District Hydro Project ' Work Group Coordination

Dear Randy, 
  
I wanted to thank you for agreeing to chair a Work Group for the Loup Power District Hydro Project. On behalf of Loup, I 
wanted let you to know that HDR is available to provide administrative assistance for this effort. This includes providing a 
conference call service and meeting notes. 
  
The conference call number that you can utilize is: 
  

Toll�free dial�in number (US and Canada): (866) 994�6437 

Conference code: 4023994909 

  
I believe Stephanie sent you a member list for your work group.  
  
Please let me know if we can be of any other administrative assistance.  
  
Thank you. 
  

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114'4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Wednesday, July 02, 2008 4:00 PM
To: 'Anna Baum'; 'Barb Friskopp'; 'Bobbie Kriz#Wickham'; 'Butch Koehlmoos'; 'David Jundt'; 'Frank 

Albreicht'; 'Henry Santin'; 'Jason Alexander'; 'Jean Angell'; 'Joe Cothern'; 'John Bender'; 'Justin 
Lavene'; 'Lacie Andreason'; 'Mark Czaplewski'; 'Randy Thoreson'; 'Richard Hadenfeldt'; 
'Robert Harms'; 'Robert Puschendorf'

Subject: Loup Power District Hydro Project # June 25 Agency Meeting Notes
Attachments: nAgency.080625.Issues.doc; nAgency.080625_Attachments.pdf; 

Mystic.StudyRequest14.Recreation_Counts.pdf; Mystic.StudyRequest7
_Temperature_Monitoring.pdf

Good afternoon! 
  
As the point of contact for your respective agency for the Loup Power District Hydro Project, please find attached a draft 
copy of the meeting notes and associated attachments. Please distribute as needed to your fellow agency 
representatives.  
  
If you have questions or comments on the meeting notes and/or attachments to the notes, please consolidate your 
agency's comments and send them to my attention on or before 12:00 p.m. on Friday July 11, 2008. You can make your 
comments in track changes directly to the Microsoft Word document if you choose. A final version of the meeting notes 
will be placed on the Project web site (http://www.loup.com/relicense/) by Monday July 14, 2008.  
  
Also, for your information, I have attached two examples of final study requests from other relicensing projects.  
  
  
Thank you. 
  

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114#4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  

  



 

Page __1__ of __2__ 

Hydroelectric Relicensing 
FERC Project 1256 

Project #37104 
 

Agency Meeting Attendees 
June 25, 2008 

10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
 

Last Name First Name Agency / Organization 

Albrecht Frank Nebraska Game and Parks 

Alexander Jason United States Geological Survey 

Angell Jean Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 

Barels Brian Nebraska Public Power District 

Bender John Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality 

Cochnar John United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

Engelbert Pat HDR 

Jim Frear Loup Power District 

Hadenfeldt Richard 
Lower Loup Natural Resources District; Nebraska 
Natural Resources Commission 

Harms Bob United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

Jundt David 
Nebraska Department of Health and Human 
Services; Division of Public Health 

Mangiamelli Joe City of Columbus 

Mohler Robert Lower Loup Natural Resources District  

Pillard Matt HDR 

Runge Jeff United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

Santin Henry Nance County Supervisors 



 

Page _2___ of __2__ 

Last Name First Name Agency / Organization 

Shadle John Nebraska Public Power District 

Sigler Bill HDR 

Soenksen Phil United States Geological Survey 

Stoner Kristal Nebraska Game and Parks 

Sunneberg Jon Nebraska Public Power District 

Tacha Martha United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

Thoreson Randy National Park Service 

Tunink Dave Nebraska Game and Parks 

Waldow George HDR 

Weekley Mark National Park Service 

White Stephanie HDR 

Zelt Ronald 
United States Geological Survey; Nebraska Water 
Science Center 

Ziola Ron Loup Power District 

Zuerlein Gene Nebraska Game and Parks 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Friday, July 11, 2008 3:24 PM
To: Robert Harms (Robert_Harms@fws.gov)
Subject: FW: Loup Power Relicensing + FERC and ESA process discussion
Attachments: esa_guide.pdf

Bob, 
  
Message from July 2. 
  
Thanks. 
  
Matt 
 

From: Pillard, Matt  

Sent: Wednesday, July 02, 2008 4:07 PM 

To: 'Robert_Harms@fws.gov' 
Cc: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Ron Ziola (rziola@loup.com) 

Subject: Loup Power Relicensing 0 FERC and ESA process discussion 

Bob, 
  
July 22nd will work for Loup. So we'll plan on meeting at 10:00 a.m. at Loup's office. 
  
Also, please see the attached Hydropower Licensing and Endangered Species Guide.  
  
Please contact me with any questions. 
  
Thanks. 
  

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114+4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  

  



 
July 14, 2008 
 
Richard Roos-Collins 
Senior Attorney 
Natural Heritage Institute 
100 Pine St., Suite 1550 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
 
Re: Loup Power District Hydroelectric Relicensing 
 Invitation to Participate in Project Scoping  
 
Dear Mr. Roos-Collins, 
 
In May of 2008, your organization was invited to attend public meetings regarding Loup Power District’s (District) 
relicensing process for its hydroelectric project near Columbus, Nebraska. We appreciated the input we received at 
the public meetings held on June 10 and 11. At this time, we wish to invite Non-Government Organizations 
(NGOs) to participate in the agency discussions regarding the scope of relicensing for the Project.  
 
There are several opportunities for NGOs to become involved.  

• The District is working with numerous resource agencies to identify issues related to relicensing and we 
invite you to participate in this group, providing comments and attending agency information meetings.  

• The District has also organized two working groups to discuss specific project issues: Recreation, Land 
Use & Aesthetics and Water Rights & Appropriations.  

 
If your NGO would like to participate in the project scoping process by participating in the larger agency group or 
by participating in a working group, please contact either myself by email at nsuess@loup.com or Matt Pillard with 
HDR by email at Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com or by phone at 402-399-1186.  Please provide the name and contact 
information of the participant from your organization.  
 
The next meeting of the larger agency group has been set for July 24th, 2008 to discuss potential studies. Your 
agency is welcome to participate in this discussion.  Details of the meeting are below.   
 

What:  Agency Meeting – Potential Studies Discussion 
When:  Thursday, July 24th:  9:00 a.m. –1:30 p.m. (lunch will be provided) 
Where: Holiday Inn Express, 524 E. 23rd St., Columbus, Nebraska, 68601  

Conference call participation is also available 
RSVP:  Matt Pillard, HDR, 402-399-1186, Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com 

 

We look forward to your participation and working with your organization throughout the relicensing process. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Neal D. Suess, P.E. 
President/CEO



 

Page __1__ of __2__ 

Hydroelectric Relicensing 
FERC Project 1256 

Project #37104 
 

Agency Meeting Attendees 
June 25, 2008 

10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
 

Last Name First Name Agency / Organization 

Albrecht Frank Nebraska Game and Parks 

Alexander Jason United States Geological Survey 

Angell Jean Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 

Barels Brian Nebraska Public Power District 

Bender John Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality 

Cochnar John United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

Engelbert Pat HDR 

Jim Frear Loup Power District 

Hadenfeldt Richard 
Lower Loup Natural Resources District; Nebraska 
Natural Resources Commission 

Harms Bob United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

Jundt David 
Nebraska Department of Health and Human 
Services; Division of Public Health 

Mangiamelli Joe City of Columbus 

Mohler Robert Lower Loup Natural Resources District  

Pillard Matt HDR 

Runge Jeff United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

Santin Henry Nance County Supervisors 
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Last Name First Name Agency / Organization 

Shadle John Nebraska Public Power District 

Sigler Bill HDR 

Soenksen Phil United States Geological Survey 

Stoner Kristal Nebraska Game and Parks 

Sunneberg Jon Nebraska Public Power District 

Tacha Martha United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

Thoreson Randy National Park Service 

Tunink Dave Nebraska Game and Parks 

Waldow George HDR 

Weekley Mark National Park Service 

White Stephanie HDR 

Zelt Ronald 
United States Geological Survey; Nebraska Water 
Science Center 

Ziola Ron Loup Power District 

Zuerlein Gene Nebraska Game and Parks 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Monday, July 14, 2008 4:18 PM
To: 'Anna Baum'; 'Barb Friskopp'; 'Bobbie Kriz#Wickham'; 'Butch Koehlmoos'; 'David Jundt'; 'Frank 

Albreicht'; 'Henry Santin'; 'Jason Alexander'; 'Jean Angell'; 'Joe Cothern'; 'John Bender'; 'Justin 
Lavene'; 'Lacie Andreason'; 'Mark Czaplewski'; 'Randy Thoreson'; 'Richard Hadenfeldt'; 
'Robert Harms'; 'Robert Puschendorf'

Subject: Loup Power District Hydro Project # Meeting Notes and Reminder

Good afternoon. 
  
Please find on the Project website (http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/documents.html) the meeting notes from the 
June 9 Agency Follow#up Meeting (Identify Issues and Concerns).  
  
As a reminder, our next agency meeting is scheduled for July 25, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m at the Holiday Inn Express 
(524 E 23rd St) in Columbus. Please RSVP to me so we can get an accurate count for lunch.  
  
The purpose of this meeting is to discuss potential studies to be performed to address Project related issues. If your 
agency has developed preliminary study requests or has questions or information pertaining to study requests, please 
send them to my attention at any time.  
  
As always, please contact me if you have any questions. 
  
Thank you. 
  

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114#4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Monday, July 14, 2008 4:33 PM
To: 'Anna Baum'; 'Barb Friskopp'; 'Bobbie Kriz$Wickham'; 'Butch Koehlmoos'; 'David Jundt'; 'Frank 

Albreicht'; 'Henry Santin'; 'Jason Alexander'; 'Jean Angell'; 'Joe Cothern'; 'John Bender'; 'Justin 
Lavene'; 'Lacie Andreason'; 'Mark Czaplewski'; 'Randy Thoreson'; 'Richard Hadenfeldt'; 
'Robert Harms'; 'Robert Puschendorf'

Subject: Loup Power District Hydro Project $ Meeting day correction

My apologies for anther email here. Please make note: 
  
Please find on the Project website (http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/documents.html) the meeting notes from the 
June 25 Agency Follow$up Meeting (Identify Issues and Concerns).  
  
As a reminder, our next agency meeting is scheduled for July 24, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m at the Holiday Inn Express 
(524 E 23rd St) in Columbus. Please RSVP to me so we can get an accurate count for lunch.  
  
Sorry for the inconvenience. 
  
Thanks. 
  

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114$4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Tuesday, July 15, 2008 6:35 AM
To: 'Frank.Albrecht@ngpc.ne.gov'
Subject: FW: Loup Power District Hydro Project - Meeting Notes and Reminder
Attachments: nAgency.080625.Issues.doc; nAgency.080625_Attachments.pdf; 

Mystic.StudyRequest14.Recreation_Counts.pdf; Mystic.StudyRequest7
_Temperature_Monitoring.pdf

Frank, 
  
It looks like I had your mailing address typed incorrectly in my list-serve. Please see below. Let me know if you have any 
comments on the notes as it is possible you didn't get the email with them attached that was sent on July 2. The notes 
and associated attachments are attached. Sorry for the confusion. If you have anything that needs correcting, I'll get them 
corrected. 
  
Also, the agenda for the July 24th meeting is also on the web site. Thanks.  
  
Matt 
 

From: Pillard, Matt  
Sent: Monday, July 14, 2008 4:18 PM 

To: 'Anna Baum'; 'Barb Friskopp'; 'Bobbie Kriz#Wickham'; 'Butch Koehlmoos'; 'David Jundt'; 'Frank Albreicht'; 'Henry 
Santin'; 'Jason Alexander'; 'Jean Angell'; 'Joe Cothern'; 'John Bender'; 'Justin Lavene'; 'Lacie Andreason'; 'Mark 

Czaplewski'; 'Randy Thoreson'; 'Richard Hadenfeldt'; 'Robert Harms'; 'Robert Puschendorf' 
Subject: Loup Power District Hydro Project # Meeting Notes and Reminder 

Good afternoon. 
  
Please find on the Project website (http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/documents.html) the meeting notes from the 
June  25  Agency Follow-up Meeting (Identify Issues and Concerns).  
  
As a reminder, our next agency meeting is scheduled for July 24, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m at the Holiday Inn Express 
(524 E 23rd St) in Columbus. Please RSVP to me so we can get an accurate count for lunch.  
  
The purpose of this meeting is to discuss potential studies to be performed to address Project related issues. If your 
agency has developed preliminary study requests or has questions or information pertaining to study requests, please 
send them to my attention at any time.  
  
As always, please contact me if you have any questions. 
  
Thank you. 
  

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114-4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Randy_Thoreson@nps.gov
Sent: Wednesday, July 16, 2008 2:09 PM
To: Dave.Tunink@ngpc.ne.gov; santin@hamilton.net; robert_harms@fws.gov; Pillard, Matt; 

rziola@loup.com
Cc: Mark_Weekley@nps.gov
Subject:  Loop  Power Dist. recreation/land use/aesthetics work group conf. call 
Attachments: Mystic.StudyRequest14.Recreation_Counts.pdf

 
National Park Service 

Rivers,Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program / Hydro Program 
MN Office /  Randy T.  phone   (651) 290-3004 

 
Hi all, 

As a follow-up to my calls to you folks, please note that we will have a conference call 
Thursday July 17, 2008 @ 2:00pm - 3:00pm 
 

The call in information is: 
                        Toll free dial-in number  (866) 994-6437 

                        Conference Code 4023994909 
 

Items to discuss: 
 

   Group organization 
   Brainstorm list of recreation/land use/aesthetics issues of importance 

   for the Loop Power District project 
   Initial identification and format of  Study Requests 
   Input for the July 24, 2008 meeting 

   Next steps 
 

Background 
 

excerpt from June 25, 2008 meeting minutes: 
 

Study Need and Requests 
"The District requested that agencies begin to formulate study needs that may be necessary to 

address the issues and concerns identified by the agencies and forward that information to 
HDR as soon as possible.  When developing study needs and requests , agencies should keep in 
mind the 

*seven(7) criteria FERC uses to asses study viability .  At this point it in not necessary 
for agencies to address every item of the FERC criteria, the intent of the request is to 

consider what kind of information can be used  to address the defined issues/concerns.  The 
District is interested in collaboration on study requests, to the extent the agencies wish. 

Studies should focus on specific project related issues". 
 

* Randy T. note:  here are the seven criteria FERC uses to assess study 
viability: 

1. Describe the goals and objectives of the study. 
2. Explain relevant resource management goals. 
3. Explain any relevant public interest considerations. 

4. Describe existing information concerning the subject of the study proposal. 
5. Explain the nexus between project operations and effects on the resources to be studied. 

6. Explain how any proposed study methodology is consistent with generally accepted practice. 
7. Describe considerations of level of effort and cost. 





United States Department of the Interior 

FWS-NE: 2008-494 

Mr. Neal Suess 
Loup Power District 
2404 15th Street, PO Box 988 
Columbus, NE 68602-0988 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Ecological Services 

Nebraska Field Office 
203 West Second Street 

Grand Island, Nebraska 68801 

July 21, 2008 

RE: Technical Assistance, Relicensing; Loup River Hydroelectric Project; Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission Project Number 1256; Nance and Platte Counties, Nebraska 

Dear Mr. Suess: 

This is in regards to the proposed relicensing ofthe Loup River Hydroelectric Project (Project) by 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), Project Number 1256. The Loup Power 
District manages operation of the Project, and is the non-federal project sponsor for the proposed 
relicensing action. The Project encompasses a diversion at Headwaters Park, near Genoa, Nebraska 
whcre flow at a maximum capacity of 3,500 cubic feet per second is diverted from the Loup River 
into a 35-mile-Iong canal. Flow from that canal is used to generate electricity at the Monroe and 
Columbus powerhouses. The Monroe Powerhouse is a run-of-the-river powerhouse. Lakes North 
and Babcock are located along the canal and are used to generate head prcssure for the generation of 
electricity at the Columbus Powerhouse. Once exiting the Columbus Powerhouse, flows are 
discharged into thc Platte River, approximately I-mile downstream from the Loup and Platte rivers 
confluence. The 35-mile-Iong canal concurrently provides a water source to meet the irrigation 
needs of approximately 80 entities holding junior water rights to the Loup Power District's water 
right, dated 1935. Electricity generated by the Loup Power District is sold to the Nebraska Public 
Power District. The original 50-year federal license for the Loup River project was granted on 
April 17, 1934. The current license will expire in April 2014. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service), in coordination with the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission (Commission), has completed its preliminary review of the proposed relicensing 
project based on information and documentation provided at meetings on May 7, 2008, and June 25, 
2008. The following comments are submitted to assist Loup Power District and its consultant HDR, 
in the preparation of a Pre-application document (PAD) for submittal to FERC in October 2008. A 
summarization of our preliminary concerns is included with this letter as an enclosure. 

AUTHORITIES 

The Service has responsibility under a number of authorities for the conservation and management 
of fish and wildlife resources. Chief among the federal statutes with which this office deals are the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973 (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.c. 1531 et seq.), Fish 
and Wildlife Coordination Act (FWCA) (488 Stat. 401; 16 U.S.c. 661 et seq.), Bald and Golden 
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404(B)(1) Guidelines (Guidelines) of the Clean Water Act, the Guidelines emphasize that 
avoidance and minimization precede compensation, which is to be considered solely for 
unavoidable adverse impacts on fish and wildlife resources and supporting ecosystems. For 
projects that do not require access or proximity to, or location within aquatic environments (i.e., 
non-water dependant project) to fulfill its basic project purpose, it is assumed that practicable 
alternatives exist that would cause less damage to aquatic resources than projects that are located in 
aquatic ecosystems. In addition to determining the least environmentally damaging practicable 
alternative, 40 CFR Part 230.1 O( a) of the Guidelines also states, " ... no discharge of dredged or fill 
material shall be permitted if there is a practicable alternative to the proposed discharge which 
would have less adverse impact on the aquatic ecosystem, so long as the alternative does not have 
other significant adverse environmental consequences (emphasis added). 

If after an alternatives analysis has been completed in accordance with the Guideline, and 
unavoidable impacts are to occur to aquatic habitats, the Service recommends that compensation 
(i.e., restoration of a degraded wetland or creation) occur for like wetland type at a ratio of2: 1 
(acres of wetlands restored/created to acres of wetlands impacted). For unavoidable impacts to 
streams, the Service recommends that stream pattern, profile, and dimension be mitigated at a ratio 
of no less that 1:1 (stream length and number, pattern, and length of meanders created/restored 
versus stream length and number, pattern, and length of meanders impacted; sequence and number 
of pools and riffles created/restored versus sequence and number of pools and riffles impacted). 
Additionally, compensation for impacts to riparian habitats should occur at a minimum ratio of 3: 1 
(i.e., acres of riparian habitat replaces for acres of riparian habitat impacted) The 3:1 ratio is based 
on the loss of the habitat and the amount of time that will be required for planted trees to reach 
maturity. 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act 

Under the MBTA, activities in grassland, wetland, stream, and woodland habitats that would 
otherwise result in the taking of migratory birds, eggs, young, and/or active nests should be avoided. 
Although the provisions ofMBTA are applicable year-round, most migratory bird nesting activity 
in Nebraska occurs during the period of April 1 to July 15. However, some migratory birds are 
known to nest outside of the aforementioned primary nesting season period. For example, raptors 
can be expected to nest in woodland habitats during February 1 through July 15, whereas sedge 
wrens which occur in some wetland habitats normally nest from July 15 to September 10. 

If various Project actions would occur during the primary nesting season or at any other time which 
may result in the take of nesting migratory birds, the Service recommends that FERC/Loup Power 
District arrange to have a qualified biologist conduct a field survey of the affected habitats and 
structures to determine the absence or presence of nesting migratory birds. For example, migratory 
birds can be electrocuted or collide with powerlines and be killed or injured. Bank swallows can 
nest on cut banks of canals and cliff swallows can nest on powerhouse and siphon structures. 
Routine maintenance of the canal, powerhouse, siphons and other facilities by FERC/Loup Power 
District could result in loss of these active nests. Surveys must be conducted during the nesting 
season. The Service further recommends that field surveys for nesting birds, along with information 
regarding the qualifications of the biologist(s) performing the surveys, be thoroughly documented 
and that such documentation be maintained on file by FERC/Loup Power District. 

The Service requests that the following be provided to this office prior if the above conditions 
occur. The purpose of the request is to assist the project proponent to avoid the unnecessary take of 
migratory birds and the possible need for law enforcement action: 



a) A copy of any survey(s) for migratory birds done in conjunction with FERCJLoup Power 
District activities, if any. The survey should provide detail in regards to survey methods, 
date and time of survey, species observedlheard, and location of species observed. 

b) Written description of any avoidance measures implemented to avoid the take of migratory 
birds. 

c) Written description of any circumstances where it has been determined by the project 
proponent that one or more active bird nests cannot be avoided by FERC/Loup Power 
District activities. 
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The Service appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on this proposed project. Should you 
have any questions regarding these comments, please contact Mr. Robert Harms within our office at 
(308) 382-6468, extension 17. 

Sincerely, 

5~~ 
John Cochnar 
Assistant Nebraska Field Supervisor 

Enclosure 

cc: FERC; (Attn: Kim Nguyen) 
HDR; Minneapolis, MN (Attn: George Waldow) 
NGPC; Lincoln, NE (Attn: Frank Albrecht) 
NGPC; Lincoln, NE (Attn: Kristal Stoner) 
NGPC; Lincoln, NE (Attn: Carey Grell) 
USACE; Omaha, NE (Attn: John Moeschen) 
NPS; St. Paul, MN (Attn: Randall Thorson) 
FWS; Denver, CO (Attn: Don Anderson) 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Henry Santin [santin@hamilton.net]
Sent: Wednesday, July 30, 2008 6:38 PM
To: Pillard, Matt
Subject: Re: Loup Hydro Project & Agency Meeting: Study Needs Continued

matt    i think the up stream flow would be of interest especially since the twin loups irrigation canal was put into operation  
this elimated many senior and junior water permits it also means a more constant flow during irrigation season.  the lower 
loup nrd at ord should be able to provide the info    i will let you know for sure about the next meeting right know i should 
be able to make it   thanks henry santin 

&&&&& Original Message &&&&&  
From: Pillard, Matt  
To: Anna Baum ; Barb Friskopp ; Bobbie Kriz&Wickham ; Butch Koehlmoos ; Curt Alms ; Dan Nitzel ; David Jundt ; Frank 
Albrecht ; Henry Santin ; Jason Alexander ; Jean Angell ; Jeff Schuckman ; Jerry Kenny ; Joe Cothern ; John Bender ; 
John Shadle ; Joseph Mangiamelli ; Justin Lavene ; Lacie Andreason ; Mark Czaplewski ; Mary Bomberger&Brown ; 
Randy Thoreson ; Richard Hadenfeldt ; Robert Harms ; Robert Mohler ; Robert Puschendorf ; Rodney Verhoeff ; Stacy 
Stupka&Burda ; Steve Chick  
Sent: Wednesday, July 30, 2008 3:44 PM 
Subject: Loup Hydro Project & Agency Meeting: Study Needs Continued 

 

Hello all. 

  

It was decided at our last agency meeting (July 24, 2008) that another meeting was needed to continue our discussion 
on study needs for the remaining issues. The logistics for that meeting are: 

  

Date: August 19, 2008 

Time: 10:00 a.m. " 2:00 p.m. (lunch will be provided) 
Location: New World Inn & Conference Center, 265 33rd Ave., Columbus, NE 

  

Please RSVP to me by August 14 so that we can get an accurate count of the number of attendees. 

  

The remaining issues to be discussed relative to identification of study needs are:  

• Flow depletions on the Loup River bypass reach below the diversion  

• Flow depletions on the Loup River above the diversion  

• Flow depletions on the Platte River system  

• Dredging and discharge at the settling basin  

• Hydraulic habitat connectivity and distribution  

• Vegetation species composition and distribution 

If you have any thoughts on potential studies prior to this meeting please let me know. 

  

Thanks and please contact me at your convenience with any questions you may have. 

  

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114&4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Jeff Schuckman [jeff.schuckman@ngpc.ne.gov]
Sent: Thursday, July 31, 2008 5:49 PM
To: Pillard, Matt
Cc: Dave Tunink
Subject: Re: Loup Hydro Project . Agency Meeting: Study Needs Continued

Matt, 

  

One study need NGPC has is concerning fish passage upstream through the Loup diversion.  A 

tagging/sampling study is needed to determine the extent of fish passage.  This does tie in to the dewatering 

issues of the Loup River below the diversion and should be considered as an integral part of the project 

evaluation during various flow scenarios.  Tagged fish (sonic or conventional tagging) can be followed through 

the LPPD project area to evaluate upstream migration success and/or fish species assemblages above and below 

should be sampled for relative abundance and size stucture.   

  

Jeff Schuckman 

District III Fish Mgt Supv 

Norfolk, NE 

00000Original Message00000 

From: "Pillard, Matt" <Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com> 

To: "Anna Baum" <abaum@upperloupnrd.org>, "Barb Friskopp" <barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil>, 

"Bobbie Kriz0Wickham" <bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov>, "Butch Koehlmoos" <butchk@nctc.net>, "Curt 

Alms" <caalms@megavision.com>, "Dan Nitzel" <danno@nohva.com>, "David Jundt" 

<david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov>, "Frank Albrecht" <frank.albrecht@ngpc.ne.gov>, "Henry Santin" 

<santin@hamilton.net>, "Jason Alexander" <jalexand@usgs.gov>, "Jean Angell" <jangell@dnr.ne.gov>, "Jeff 

Schuckman" <jeff.schuckman@ngpc.ne.gov>, "Jerry Kenny" <kennyj@headwaterscorp.com>, "Joe Cothern" 

<cothern.joe@epa.gov>, "John Bender" <john.bender@ndeq.state.ne.us>, "John Shadle" <jjshadl@nppd.com>, 

"Joseph Mangiamelli" <jmangi@columbusne.us>, "Justin Lavene" <justin.lavene@nebraska.gov>, "Lacie 

Andreason" <cgenoa@cablene.com>, "Mark Czaplewski" <mark@cpnrd.org>, "Mary Bomberger0Brown" 

<mbrown9@unl.edu>, "Randy Thoreson" <randy_thoreson@nps.gov>, "Richard Hadenfeldt" 

<jhdnfldt@inebraska.com>, "Robert Harms" <robert_harms@fws.gov>, "Robert Mohler" <mohler@nctc.net>, 

"Robert Puschendorf" <bpuschendorf@nebraskahistory.org>, "Rodney Verhoeff" <rverhoeff@lpsnrd.org>, 

"Stacy Stupka0Burda" <sstupka0burda@nebraskahistory.org>, "Steve Chick" <steve.chick@ne.usda.gov> 

Date: Wed, 30 Jul 2008 15:44:37 00500 

Subject: Loup Hydro Project 0 Agency Meeting: Study Needs Continued 

Hello all.  
  
It was decided at our last agency meeting (July 24, 2008) that another meeting was needed to continue our discussion 
on study needs for the remaining issues. The logistics for that meeting are: 
  
Date: August 19, 2008 
Time: 10:00 a.m. # 2:00 p.m. (lunch will be provided) 
Location: New World Inn & Conference Center, 265 33rd Ave., Columbus, NE 
  
Please RSVP to me by August 14 so that we can get an accurate count of the number of attendees.  
  
The remaining issues to be discussed relative to identification of study needs are:  
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• Flow depletions on the Loup River bypass reach below the diversion  
• Flow depletions on the Loup River above the diversion  
• Flow depletions on the Platte River system  
• Dredging and discharge at the settling basin  
• Hydraulic habitat connectivity and distribution  
• Vegetation species composition and distribution 

If you have any thoughts on potential studies prior to this meeting please let me know. 
  
Thanks and please contact me at your convenience with any questions you may have.  
  
Matt Pillard, AICP  
Environmental Planner 
HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 
8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114.4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Shadle, John J. [jjshadl@nppd.com]
Sent: Wednesday, August 13, 2008 10:11 AM
To: Pillard, Matt
Subject: RE: Loup Hydro Project ) 7/24 Meeting minutes and 8/19 Meeting Agenda

I took a quick looks at the June 25th meeting notes.  I think you captured NPPD issue pretty well (page 2), however we 

are also interested in any future limitations on project operations as might results from the relicensing process.  Maybe 

that is implied in your notes (page 6)?  Also I believe Dave Tunick  of the NGPC reported back form the Recreation group, 

not Gene Zurline?   

 

From: Pillard, Matt [mailto:Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, August 13, 2008 7:40 AM 

To: Anna Baum; Barb Friskopp; Bobbie Kriz+Wickham; Butch Koehlmoos; Curt Alms; Dan Nitzel; Dave Tunink; David 

Jundt; Frank Albrecht; Henry Santin; Jason Alexander; Jean Angell; Jeff Schuckman; Jerry Kenny; Joe Cothern; John 
Bender; Shadle, John J.; Joseph Mangiamelli; Justin Lavene; Lacie Andreason; Czaplewski,, Mark+ CPNRD; Mary 

Bomberger+Brown; Randy Thoreson; Richard Hadenfeldt; Robert Harms; Robert Mohler; Robert Puschendorf; Rodney 
Verhoeff; Stacy Stupka+Burda; Steve Chick 

Subject: Loup Hydro Project + 7/24 Meeting minutes and 8/19 Meeting Agenda 

 

Good morning. 
  

The meeting minutes for the July 24th meeting will be posted to the project web site today. In addition, the agenda for our 
August 19 meeting has also been posted. See the address below: 
  

http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/meetings.html. 
  

As a reminder, the August 19 meeting will be from 10:00 to 2:00 (lunch will be provided) in the Seven Seas Room at the 
New World Inn & Conference Center, 265 33rd Ave., in Columbus. 
  

If you haven't already, please let me know today or tomorrow if you and/or other representatives from your 
agency/organization will be able to attend. Thank you to all of you who have already replied. 
  

Thanks and please contact me if you have any questions. 
  

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114)4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  

  



Mary Bomberger Brown 
Program Coordinator 

August 13, 2008 

Temand Plover Conservation Partnership 
153C Hardin Hall 
3310 Holdredge Street 
Lincoln, NE 68503-0931 

Subject: Request for interior least tern and piping plover data 

Dear Ms. Bomberger Brown: . 

Loup Power District (LPD) intends to file a Notice ofIntent with the Federal 
EnergyRegulatory Commission (FERC) in October 2008 to begin the relicensing 
process for the hydroelectric facilities located near Columbus, Nebraska. 

HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR) is acting on behalf ofthe Loup Public Power 
District in gathering information on potential issues of concern regarding the 
reIicensing of the Loup River Hydroelectic Project. Based on Melissa 
Marinovich's discussion with you, HDR requests the following information on 
interior least terns and piping plovers which may be applicable to the project: 

Loup Power District settling basin and sand pile: 
1. Population counts for all years available, dating back to ·1999 
2. Arrival/departure dates for the birds from 1999-2008 
3. Estimated nesting dates for all nests recorded at this site from 1999-2008 
4. Nesting success for all nests recorded at this site from 1999-2008 

Loup River bypass (from diversion structure/canal entrance to confluence with the 
Platte River): 

1. Population counts for all years available, dating back to 1999 
2. Arrival/departure dates for the birds from 1999-2008 
3. Estimated nesting dates for all nests recorded at this site from 1999-2008 
4. Nesting success for all nests recorded at this site from 1999-2008 

Platte River from Loup Canal confluence to North Bend: 
1. Population counts for all years available, dating back to 1999 . 
2. Arrival/departure dates for the birds from 1999-2008 

HDR Engineering. Inc. 8404 Indian Hills Drive 
Omaha, NE 68114-4098 

Phone (402) 399-1000 

Fax: i402) 399-1238 
www.hdrinc.com 



3. 'Estimated nesting dates for all nests r~corded at this site from 15)99-2008 
4. Nesting success for all nests recorded at this site from 1999-2008 

Additionally, wewould like to request any information you mayhavc regarding 
, , available habitat in the Loup and Platte Rivers from your 2008 river survey in the 

reaches identified above. 

Ifpossible, we request this data as a GIS layer for review and representation. All 
information will not be published and will be used for analytical purposes only. 

, If feasible, we would prefer all information electronically. 'We would like to offer 
, our assistance in whatever capacity in the compilation of this data to expedite our 
'requests. Please feel free to contact me if you. have any questions or concerns 
"regarding these requests. Thank you for your cooperation . 

. Sincerely, 

HDR Engineering, INC 

Lisa Richardson, PE 
Project Manager 

cc: Joel Jorgenson, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
MelissaMarinovich,HDR Engineering, INC 
Matt Pillard, HDR Engineering, INC 

HDR Engineering, Inc. ' 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Marinovich, Melissa
Sent: Wednesday, August 13, 2008 2:02 PM
To: 'mbrown9@unl.edu'
Cc: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Pillard, Matt
Subject: Request for tern and plover data
Attachments: LT&PCP.081308.MaryBomberger_request4data.pdf

Hi Mary, 
 
I just wanted to thank you again for taking the time to meet with me a few weeks ago. It was excellent to learn more about 
what your organization does, as well as discuss information on the terns and plovers and how it relates to the Loup Power 
District’s operations. I also hope I can be of some assistance to your organization next year on a volunteer basis. As per 
our discussion, I have attached a letter from HDR requesting your assistance in obtaining some specific data and survey 
information. We are copying this letter to Joel Jorgenson at the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, as we realize 
that much of the data we are requesting is shared with and collected by this state agency in cooperation with your 
organization. We are sending a paper copy of this letter through U.S. Postal Service for your files. If there is any way that I 
can be of assistance in the compilation of this data or if you have any further questions or concerns, please feel free to 
contact me. Thanks again! 
 

Melissa Marinovich 
Environmental Scientist 
  

HDR  ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions 
8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114D4098 
Phone: 402.399.1317 | Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: melissa.marinovich@hdrinc.com 

 



Concern to be addressed in the FERC relicensing of Loup Public Power District 
Presented by the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 

 
The suspension of diversion out of the Loup River into the Loup River Power Canal 
when frazil ice is present may cause flooding in the Lower Platte River basins. 
 
Background 
  
In March of 1993, severe flooding occurred along the south side of the Loup River at 
Columbus, due to an ice jam, causing millions of dollars worth of damage.  In response, 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Region VII, formed an 
Interagency Hazard Mitigation Team to review this event and others, and suggest 
measures which might be implemented to mitigate similar events in the future.  The US 
Corps of Engineers (USCE) studied ice jam flooding in the Lower Platte River basins and 
published a report* for the State of Nebraska Civil Defense Agency and Natural 
Resources Commission in July of 1994. 
 
The USCE noted that recurring ice jams take place on the Loup River between Genoa 
and Columbus.  Local residents expressed the opinion that the fluctuations in the Loup 
River Power Canal diversions cause or exacerbate ice jams downstream of the canal 
diversion.  The USCE would not definitively conclude that diversion fluctuations cause 
ice jam flooding because of the lack of detailed historical data.  However, the USCE 
suggested an ice data collection program for input into a predictive ice jam model. Since 
that time, the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources has collected ice data for an ice 
jam prediction model.   
 
Besides the collection of ice data, the USCE recommended a study to evaluate the impact 
of the operation of the Loup Power Canal on downstream ice conditions. Such study has 
not been conducted.   
 
 
* USCE published a subsequent report on the subject in 1996 
which can be found on the Department of Natural Resources  
website at http://dnr.ne.gov/floodplain/flood/SR96_01.pdf.  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Angell, Jean [jean.angell@nebraska.gov]
Sent: Thursday, August 14, 2008 5:56 PM
To: Pillard, Matt; Anna Baum; Barb Friskopp; Wickham, Bobbie; Butch Koehlmoos; Curt Alms; 

Dan Nitzel; Dave Tunink; David Jundt; Frank Albrecht; Henry Santin; Jason Alexander; Jeff 
Schuckman; Jerry Kenny; Joe Cothern; Bender, John; John Shadle; Joseph Mangiamelli; 
Lavene, Justin; Lacie Andreason; Mark Czaplewski; Mary Bomberger8Brown; Randy 
Thoreson; Richard Hadenfeldt; Robert Harms; Robert Mohler; Bob Puschendorf Jr; Rodney 
Verhoeff; Stacy Stupka8Burda; Steve Chick

Subject: RE: Loup Hydro Project 8 7/24 Meeting minutes and 8/19 Meeting Agenda
Attachments: ConcernFlooding issue.doc

The Department of Natural Resources wishes to present an additional issue at the August 19, 2008 meeting.  

Please see the attached memo.  Thank you. 

 

Jean Angell 

Legal Counsel 

Department of Natural Resources 

471(3931 

 

From: Pillard, Matt [mailto:Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, August 13, 2008 7:40 AM 
To: Anna Baum; Barb Friskopp; Wickham, Bobbie; Butch Koehlmoos; Curt Alms; Dan Nitzel; Dave Tunink; David Jundt; 

Frank Albrecht; Henry Santin; Jason Alexander; Angell, Jean; Jeff Schuckman; Jerry Kenny; Joe Cothern; Bender, John; 
John Shadle; Joseph Mangiamelli; Lavene, Justin; Lacie Andreason; Mark Czaplewski; Mary Bomberger7Brown; Randy 

Thoreson; Richard Hadenfeldt; Robert Harms; Robert Mohler; Bob Puschendorf Jr; Rodney Verhoeff; Stacy Stupka7Burda; 

Steve Chick 
Subject: Loup Hydro Project 7 7/24 Meeting minutes and 8/19 Meeting Agenda 
 
Good morning. 
  

The meeting minutes for the July 24th meeting will be posted to the project web site today. In addition, the agenda for our 
August 19 meeting has also been posted. See the address below: 
  

http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/meetings.html. 
  

As a reminder, the August 19 meeting will be from 10:00 to 2:00 (lunch will be provided) in the Seven Seas Room at the 
New World Inn & Conference Center, 265 33rd Ave., in Columbus. 
  

If you haven't already, please let me know today or tomorrow if you and/or other representatives from your 
agency/organization will be able to attend. Thank you to all of you who have already replied. 
  

Thanks and please contact me if you have any questions. 
  

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 6811484098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Thursday, August 14, 2008 4:35 PM
To: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Engelbert, Pat; Sigler, Bill; Waldow, George
Subject: FW: Loup Hydro Project 0 7/24 Meeting minutes and 8/19 Meeting Agenda

 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Robert_Harms@fws.gov [mailto:Robert_Harms@fws.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, August 14, 2008 4:24 PM 
To: Pillard, Matt 
Cc: frank.albrecht@ngpc.ne.gov; jangell@dnr.ne.gov; jeff_runge@fws.gov; 
Donald_Anderson@fws.gov; Martha_Tacha@fws.gov 
Subject: RE: Loup Hydro Project - 7/24 Meeting minutes and 8/19 Meeting Agenda 
 
Matt: 
 
I agree that as we become familiar with Loup Power District operations, additional affects on 
fish and wildlife resources may become apparent.  For example, the following are items I 
would like to discuss at the next meeting as concerns: 
 
   Lost Creek siphon and changes in hydrology in Lost Creek due to tail 
   race flows 
   Powerlines and their potential to result in electrocution and/or 
   collisions of migratory birds 
   PCBs 
   Changes in sediment/flow discharge below the canal diversion and its 
   affects on ice jam development on the Loup and Platte rivers. 
 
I also request that an additional item be put on the agenda:  Agency Information Needs.  
Additional information needs include the FERC project boundaries, original license articles, 
number of subordinate agreements, acre-feet of water provided by subordinate agreements, etc.  
Jean Angel (DNR), leader of the water rights work group (of which the FWS is a member) has 
several information requests which are essential in order for the work group to make 
progress. 
 
If you have any questions or need clarifications, please contact me on my cell phone (308) 
390-0871.  Thanks. 
 
Bob 
 
Robert R. Harms 
Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
203 West Second Street 
Grand Island, Nebraska 68801 
Phone: 308-382-6468, Extension 17 
Fax: 308-384-8835 
robert_harms@fws.gov 
 
 
 
                                                                            
             "Pillard, Matt"                                                
             <Matt.Pillard@hdr                                              



Concern to be addressed in the FERC relicensing of Loup Public Power District 
Presented by the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 

 
The suspension of diversion out of the Loup River into the Loup River Power Canal 
when frazil ice is present may cause flooding in the Lower Platte River basins. 
 
Background 
  
In March of 1993, severe flooding occurred along the south side of the Loup River at 
Columbus, due to an ice jam, causing millions of dollars worth of damage.  In response, 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Region VII, formed an 
Interagency Hazard Mitigation Team to review this event and others, and suggest 
measures which might be implemented to mitigate similar events in the future.  The US 
Corps of Engineers (USCE) studied ice jam flooding in the Lower Platte River basins and 
published a report* for the State of Nebraska Civil Defense Agency and Natural 
Resources Commission in July of 1994. 
 
The USCE noted that recurring ice jams take place on the Loup River between Genoa 
and Columbus.  Local residents expressed the opinion that the fluctuations in the Loup 
River Power Canal diversions cause or exacerbate ice jams downstream of the canal 
diversion.  The USCE would not definitively conclude that diversion fluctuations cause 
ice jam flooding because of the lack of detailed historical data.  However, the USCE 
suggested an ice data collection program for input into a predictive ice jam model. Since 
that time, the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources has collected ice data for an ice 
jam prediction model.   
 
Besides the collection of ice data, the USCE recommended a study to evaluate the impact 
of the operation of the Loup Power Canal on downstream ice conditions. Such study has 
not been conducted.   
 
 
* USCE published a subsequent report on the subject in 1996 
which can be found on the Department of Natural Resources  
website at http://dnr.ne.gov/floodplain/flood/SR96_01.pdf.  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Mary B Brown [mbrown9@unlnotes.unl.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, August 26, 2008 5:07 PM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: More tern and plover photos
Attachments: 2008 season 019.jpg; 2008 season 022.jpg; 2008 season 025.jpg; 2008 season 046.jpg; 2008 

season 052.jpg

 

 

2008 season 019.jpg is what the windrowing looked like.  
2008 season 022.jpg is what the berm looked like with the limbs and branches used to re-enforce it.  
2008 season 025.jpg is 2 of our technicians floating eggs to date the nest (the plover nest in between the 2 people--hard 
to see).  
2008 season 046.jpg is another view of the berm.  
2008 season 052.jpg shows the slurry pipe with the extension attached to it so the water was directed around the top end 
of the berm. The berm is directly in front of the pipe. If the water had not been diverted, it would have washed out the 
berm and the entire nesting area.  

 

Hope these are useful.  Let me know if you'd like more elaborate descriptions.  

 

Mary  

 

Mary Bomberger Brown 
Tern and Plover Conservation Partnership 
153C Hardin Hall 
University of Nebraska 
3310 Holdrege Street 
Lincoln, NE 68583-0931 USA 
telephone: (402) 472-8878 
fax: (402) 472-3461 
email: mbrown9@unl.edu 
http://ternandplover.unl.edu 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Mary B Brown [mbrown9@unlnotes.unl.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, August 26, 2008 5:10 PM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: one more photo
Attachments: tern pair with fish.tif

 

 

This is just that***a tern pair with a fish.  

 

Mary Bomberger Brown 
Tern and Plover Conservation Partnership 
153C Hardin Hall 
University of Nebraska 
3310 Holdrege Street 
Lincoln, NE 68583*0931 USA 
telephone: (402) 472*8878 
fax: (402) 472*3461 
email: mbrown9@unl.edu 
http://ternandplover.unl.edu 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Mary B Brown [mbrown9@unlnotes.unl.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, August 26, 2008 5:09 PM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: tern and plover photos
Attachments: P1010061.JPG; piping plover at nest.JPG; 2008 season 014.jpg

 

 

 

Hello Melissa,  

 

Here are some photos.  

 

Piping plover at nest.jpg is exactly that.  
P1010061.jpg is what the sandpile looked like in 2007 (before the berm).  
2008 season 014.jpg is the berm behind a slurry pipe discharging water (the berm is the ridge of lighter colored sand).  

 

Please acknowledge the Tern and Plover Conservation Partnership as the owner of these photos (ie., Photos provided by 
the Tern and Plover Conservation Partnership or Photos courtesy of the Tern and Plover Conservation Partnership) 
whenever you reproduce them  

 

Mary  

   
Mary Bomberger Brown 
Tern and Plover Conservation Partnership 
153C Hardin Hall 
University of Nebraska 
3310 Holdrege Street 
Lincoln, NE 68583;0931 USA 
telephone: (402) 472;8878 
fax: (402) 472;3461 
email: mbrown9@unl.edu 
http://ternandplover.unl.edu 















 

September 5, 2008 
 
Mr. Tony Provost 
NAGPRA Coordinator 
Omaha Tribe of Nebraska 
P.O. Box 368 
Macy, Nebraska 68039 
 
Re: Loup Power District Hydroelectric Relicensing 

Platte and Colfax Counties, Nebraska  
 
Dear Mr. Provost: 
 
The Loup River Public Power District has retained HDR Engineering to assist with FERC 
relicensing of the Loup River Hydroelectric Project.  This will be a multi-year endeavor since the 
new license application is not due for submittal until April of 2012.  Preliminary work is being 
initiated at this time because industry experience has shown that thorough planning, an early start, 
and focused communication are vitally important to the interests of all participants in the relicensing 
process. 
 
Enclosed for your information is a brief introduction to the Loup River Hydroelectric Project and the 
FERC relicensing process.  Also enclosed are copies of two recent FERC publications which will 
help to explain the relatively new Integrated Licensing Process (ILP) that the District intends to 
utilize.  The U.S. government regulations related to the ILP relicensing process are also enclosed (18 
CFR 5).  
 
FERC is required to consult with Native American Tribes throughout the relicensing effort. The 
consultation process is firmly rooted in the responsibilities given to FERC through Section 106 of the 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, and the guiding regulations found in 36 CFR 800, as 
well as other preservation and federal trust requirements.  According to FERC protocols, FERC will 
initiate consultation with the Omaha Tribe of Nebraska and other Native American Tribes once Loup 
Power District submits the initial filing, known as the Pre-Application Document (PAD). We expect 
the PAD to be filed with FERC in the coming months.  
 
In the meantime, we would like to take this opportunity to coordinate with you, share project 
information, and provide some context for the Loup Power District’s FERC filings. Once 
consultation begins, we expect to play an active and integral role in the FERC consultation process 
as a consulting party. 



 

Although we have been unable to coordinate a time for an in-person meeting, we appreciate your 
willingness to meet and discuss this project.  Should schedules allow, we extend an invitation to you 
to come to the Loup Power District facility to better acquaint you with the existing facility and the 
specifics of the relicensing effort. After reviewing the enclosed information, if you have any 
questions or would like to meet with Loup Power District prior to the FERC Tribal Consultation 
Meeting, please contact me at (402) 926-7026 or Mr. Neal Suess, CEO, Loup Power District (402) 
564-3171. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lisa M. Richardson, P.E. 
Program Manager 
 
Enclosures 
 
Cc: Neal Suess, Loup Power District 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

September 5, 2008 
 
Mr. Francis Morris 
Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma 
PO Box 470 
Pawnee, OK 74058 
 
Re: Loup Power District Hydroelectric Relicensing 

Platte and Colfax Counties, Nebraska  
 
Dear Mr. Morris: 
 
The Loup River Public Power District has retained HDR Engineering to assist with FERC 
relicensing of the Loup River Hydroelectric Project.  This will be a multi-year endeavor since the 
new license application is not due for submittal until April of 2012.  Preliminary work is being 
initiated at this time because industry experience has shown that thorough planning, an early start, 
and focused communication are vitally important to the interests of all participants in the relicensing 
process. 
 
Enclosed for your information is a brief introduction to the Loup River Hydroelectric Project and the 
FERC relicensing process.  Also enclosed are copies of two recent FERC publications which will 
help to explain the relatively new Integrated Licensing Process (ILP) that the District intends to 
utilize.  The U.S. government regulations related to the ILP relicensing process are also enclosed (18 
CFR 5).  
 
FERC is required to consult with Native American Tribes throughout the relicensing effort. The 
consultation process is firmly rooted in the responsibilities given to FERC through Section 106 of the 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, and the guiding regulations found in 36 CFR 800, as 
well as other preservation and federal trust requirements.  According to FERC protocols, FERC will 
initiate consultation with the Omaha Tribe of Nebraska and other Native American Tribes once Loup 
Power District submits the initial filing, known as the Pre-Application Document (PAD). We expect 
the PAD to be filed with FERC in the coming months.  
 
In the meantime, we would like to take this opportunity to coordinate with you, share project 
information, and provide some context for the Loup Power District’s FERC filings. Once 
consultation begins, we expect to play an active and integral role in the FERC consultation process 
as a consulting party. 
 



 

Should schedules allow, we extend an invitation to you to come to the Loup Power District facility to 
better acquaint you with the existing facility and the specifics of the relicensing effort. After 
reviewing the enclosed information, if you have any questions or would like to meet with Loup 
Power District prior to the FERC Tribal Consultation Meeting, please contact me at (402) 926-7026 
or Mr. Neal Suess, CEO, Loup Power District (402) 564-3171. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lisa M. Richardson, P.E. 
Program Manager 
 
Enclosures 
 
Cc: Neal Suess, Loup Power District 
 
 



















FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON D.C. 20426

October 23, 2008

OFFICE OF ENERGY PROJECTS

Project No. 1256-029--Nebraska
Loup River Hydroelectric Project
Loup River Public Power District

Ansley Griffin, Chairman
Omaha Tribal Council
Omaha Tribe of Nebraska
P.O. Box 368
Macy, NE 68039

Reference: Consultation with the Omaha Tribe of Nebraska

Dear Mr. Griffin:

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (Commission) invites your
participation in the relicensing process for the Loup River Hydroelectric Project located
on the Loup River in Nance and Platte Counties, Nebraska. Loup River Public Power
District (Loup Power District) owns and operates the project under a license issued by the
Commission and is using the Commission’s new Integrated Licensing Process to
relicense the project. Loup Power District’s current license for the project expires April
15, 2014, and an application for a new license must be filed by April 15, 2012.

The Loup River Project consists of: (1) a diversion weir on the Loup River at an
elevation of 1,574 feet with wooden flashboards (or planks) to create an effective crest
elevation of 1,576 feet; (2) 11 24-foot-long and 5-foot-wide steel intake gates located on
the north bank of the river at elevation 1,569.5 feet; (3) three 20-foot-long and 6-foot-
wide steel sluice gates at elevation 1,568 feet spanning the portion of river flowing
between the downstream leg of the diversion weir and the intake gates diverting water
into a settling basin; (4) a 2-mile-long, 200-foot wide, and 16-foot-deep settling basin
with a floating hydraulic dredge and skimming weir at the downstream end of the settling
basin; (5) a 10-mile-long, 73-foot-wide, and 14.3-foot-deep Upper Power Canal with
inverted siphons bringing water to the Monroe Powerhouse; (6) the Monroe Powerhouse
containing three Francis-type, turbine-generating units each with a rated capacity of
2.621 megawatts (MW); (7) a 13-mile-long, 39-foot-wide, and 19.5-foot-deep Lower

20081023-3047 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 10/23/2008
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Power Canal with 2 siphons extending from the Monroe Powerhouse to Lake Babcock;
(8) a concrete weir structure (Sawtooth Weir) located where the Lower Power Canal
enters Lake Babcock; (9) a 760-acre regulating reservoir, Lake Babcock, with storage
capacity of 11,000 acre-feet at its full pool elevation of 1,531 feet; (10) a 200-acre second
regulating reservoir, Lake North, with storage capacity of 2,080 acre-feet at an elevation
of 1,531 feet; (11) a concrete control structure in the south dike linking the two regulating
reservoirs; (12) a 1.5-mile-long, 94- to 108-foot-wide, and 17.2- to 22.2-foot-deep intake
canal bringing water from the reservoirs to the Columbus Powerhouse; (13) a 60-foot-
long, 104-foot-wide, and 40-foot-high inlet structure with trashracks; (14) three 20-foot-
diameter and 385-foot-long steel penstocks connecting the inlet structure with the
powerhouse; (15) the Columbus Powerhouse containing three Francis-type, turbine-
generating units each with a rated capacity of 15.2 MW; (16) a 5.5-mile, 42-foot-wide,
and 19-foot-deep tailrace canal returning water to the river; and (17) appurtenant
facilities.

The Commission staff is interested in meeting with you to discuss the
Commission’s relicensing process, how the tribe can participate to the fullest extent
possible, your interests and concerns in the affected area, and how to establish procedures
to ensure appropriate communication between Commission and tribal staffs. The
meeting can be limited to Commission and your tribal staff or can be open to other
tribes,1 Loup Power District, or any other relicensing participants you wish. Please note
that any sensitive tribal information discussed at the meeting, and likewise discussed
throughout the entire relicensing process, can be kept strictly confidential.

Please tell us within 30 days from the date of this letter whether or not you would
like to participate in relicensing the Loup River Hydroelectric Project and whether you
would like to meet with Commission staff to discuss the project. You may respond by
letter or contact the relicensing coordinator listed below by phone or email. All
correspondence with the Commission regarding this project should be sent to: The
Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street, NE, Washington,
DC 20426. Please put the project name “Loup River Hydroelectric Project” and number
“P-1256-029” on the front cover of all correspondence.

1 Commission staff is inviting the following other tribes to participate in the
relicensing process: Winnebago Tribe, Santee Sioux Tribe, Ponca Tribe of Nebraska,
Pawnee Tribe, and the Ponca Tribe of Oklahoma.

20081023-3047 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 10/23/2008
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If you have any questions, the Commission’s relicensing coordinator for the Loup
River Hydroelectric Project is: Kim Nguyen at (202) 502-6105 or kim.nguyen@ferc.gov.
Commission staff will contact your office shortly to followup on this letter.

Sincerely,

Ann F. Miles, Director
Division of Hydropower Licensing

cc: Neal D. Suess, President/CEO
Loup River Public Power District
2404 15th Street
P.O. Box 988
Columbus, Nebraska 68602-0988

Mailing List
Service List

20081023-3047 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 10/23/2008
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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON D.C. 20426

October 23, 2008

OFFICE OF ENERGY PROJECTS

Project No. 1256-029--Nebraska
Loup River Hydroelectric Project
Loup River Public Power District

George Howell, President
Pawnee Tribal Business Council
P.O. Box 470
Pawnee, OK 74058

Reference: Consultation with the Pawnee Tribe

Dear Mr. Howell:

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (Commission) invites your
participation in the relicensing process for the Loup River Hydroelectric Project located
on the Loup River in Nance and Platte Counties, Nebraska. Loup River Public Power
District (Loup Power District) owns and operates the project under a license issued by the
Commission and is using the Commission’s new Integrated Licensing Process to
relicense the project. Loup Power District’s current license for the project expires April
15, 2014, and an application for a new license must be filed by April 15, 2012.

The Loup River Project consists of: (1) a diversion weir on the Loup River at an
elevation of 1,574 feet with wooden flashboards (or planks) to create an effective crest
elevation of 1,576 feet; (2) 11 24-foot-long and 5-foot-wide steel intake gates located on
the north bank of the river at elevation 1,569.5 feet; (3) three 20-foot-long and 6-foot-
wide steel sluice gates at elevation 1,568 feet spanning the portion of river flowing
between the downstream leg of the diversion weir and the intake gates diverting water
into a settling basin; (4) a 2-mile-long, 200-foot wide, and 16-foot-deep settling basin
with a floating hydraulic dredge and skimming weir at the downstream end of the settling
basin; (5) a 10-mile-long, 73-foot-wide, and 14.3-foot-deep Upper Power Canal with
inverted siphons bringing water to the Monroe Powerhouse; (6) the Monroe Powerhouse
containing three Francis-type, turbine-generating units each with a rated capacity of
2.621 megawatts (MW); (7) a 13-mile-long, 39-foot-wide, and 19.5-foot-deep Lower
Power Canal with 2 siphons extending from the Monroe Powerhouse to Lake Babcock;

20081023-3049 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 10/23/2008
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(8) a concrete weir structure (Sawtooth Weir) located where the Lower Power Canal
enters Lake Babcock; (9) a 760-acre regulating reservoir, Lake Babcock, with storage
capacity of 11,000 acre-feet at its full pool elevation of 1,531 feet; (10) a 200-acre second
regulating reservoir, Lake North, with storage capacity of 2,080 acre-feet at an elevation
of 1,531 feet; (11) a concrete control structure in the south dike linking the two regulating
reservoirs; (12) a 1.5-mile-long, 94- to 108-foot-wide, and 17.2- to 22.2-foot-deep intake
canal bringing water from the reservoirs to the Columbus Powerhouse; (13) a 60-foot-
long, 104-foot-wide, and 40-foot-high inlet structure with trashracks; (14) three 20-foot-
diameter and 385-foot-long steel penstocks connecting the inlet structure with the
powerhouse; (15) the Columbus Powerhouse containing three Francis-type, turbine-
generating units each with a rated capacity of 15.2 MW; (16) a 5.5-mile, 42-foot-wide,
and 19-foot-deep tailrace canal returning water to the river; and (17) appurtenant
facilities.

The Commission staff is interested in meeting with you to discuss the
Commission’s relicensing process, how the tribe can participate to the fullest extent
possible, your interests and concerns in the affected area, and how to establish procedures
to ensure appropriate communication between Commission and tribal staffs. The
meeting can be limited to Commission and your tribal staff or can be open to other
tribes,1 Loup Power District, or any other relicensing participants you wish. Please note
that any sensitive tribal information discussed at the meeting, and likewise discussed
throughout the entire relicensing process, can be kept strictly confidential.

Please tell us within 30 days from the date of this letter whether or not you would
like to participate in relicensing the Loup River Hydroelectric Project and whether you
would like to meet with Commission staff to discuss the project. You may respond by
letter or contact the relicensing coordinator listed below by phone or email. All
correspondence with the Commission regarding this project should be sent to: The
Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street, NE, Washington,
DC 20426. Please put the project name “Loup River Hydroelectric Project” and number
“P-1256-029” on the front cover of all correspondence.

1 Commission staff is inviting the following other tribes to participate in the
relicensing process: Winnebago Tribe, Santee Sioux Tribe, Ponca Tribe of Oklahoma,
Ponca Tribe of Nebraska, and the Omaha Tribe of Nebraska.
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If you have any questions, the Commission’s relicensing coordinator for the Loup
River Hydroelectric Project is: Kim Nguyen at (202) 502-6105 or kim.nguyen@ferc.gov.
Commission staff will contact your office shortly to followup on this letter.

Sincerely,

Ann F. Miles, Director
Division of Hydropower Licensing

cc: Neal D. Suess, President/CEO
Loup River Public Power District
2404 15th Street
P.O. Box 988
Columbus, Nebraska 68602-0988

Mailing List
Service List
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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON D.C. 20426

October 23, 2008

OFFICE OF ENERGY PROJECTS

Project No. 1256-029--Nebraska
Loup River Hydroelectric Project
Loup River Public Power District

Larry Wright, Jr., Chairperson
Ponca Tribe of Nebraska
P.O. Box 288
Niobrara, NE 68760

Reference: Consultation with the Ponca Tribe of Nebraska

Dear Mr. Wright:

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (Commission) invites your
participation in the relicensing process for the Loup River Hydroelectric Project located
on the Loup River in Nance and Platte Counties, Nebraska. Loup River Public Power
District (Loup Power District) owns and operates the project under a license issued by the
Commission and is using the Commission’s new Integrated Licensing Process to
relicense the project. Loup Power District’s current license for the project expires April
15, 2014, and an application for a new license must be filed by April 15, 2012.

The Loup River Project consists of: (1) a diversion weir on the Loup River at an
elevation of 1,574 feet with wooden flashboards (or planks) to create an effective crest
elevation of 1,576 feet; (2) 11 24-foot-long and 5-foot-wide steel intake gates located on
the north bank of the river at elevation 1,569.5 feet; (3) three 20-foot-long and 6-foot-
wide steel sluice gates at elevation 1,568 feet spanning the portion of river flowing
between the downstream leg of the diversion weir and the intake gates diverting water
into a settling basin; (4) a 2-mile-long, 200-foot wide, and 16-foot-deep settling basin
with a floating hydraulic dredge and skimming weir at the downstream end of the settling
basin; (5) a 10-mile-long, 73-foot-wide, and 14.3-foot-deep Upper Power Canal with
inverted siphons bringing water to the Monroe Powerhouse; (6) the Monroe Powerhouse
containing three Francis-type, turbine-generating units each with a rated capacity of
2.621 megawatts (MW); (7) a 13-mile-long, 39-foot-wide, and 19.5-foot-deep Lower
Power Canal with 2 siphons extending from the Monroe Powerhouse to Lake Babcock;
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(8) a concrete weir structure (Sawtooth Weir) located where the Lower Power Canal
enters Lake Babcock; (9) a 760-acre regulating reservoir, Lake Babcock, with storage
capacity of 11,000 acre-feet at its full pool elevation of 1,531 feet; (10) a 200-acre second
regulating reservoir, Lake North, with storage capacity of 2,080 acre-feet at an elevation
of 1,531 feet; (11) a concrete control structure in the south dike linking the two regulating
reservoirs; (12) a 1.5-mile-long, 94- to 108-foot-wide, and 17.2- to 22.2-foot-deep intake
canal bringing water from the reservoirs to the Columbus Powerhouse; (13) a 60-foot-
long, 104-foot-wide, and 40-foot-high inlet structure with trashracks; (14) three 20-foot-
diameter and 385-foot-long steel penstocks connecting the inlet structure with the
powerhouse; (15) the Columbus Powerhouse containing three Francis-type, turbine-
generating units each with a rated capacity of 15.2 MW; (16) a 5.5-mile, 42-foot-wide,
and 19-foot-deep tailrace canal returning water to the river; and (17) appurtenant
facilities.

The Commission staff is interested in meeting with you to discuss the
Commission’s relicensing process, how the tribe can participate to the fullest extent
possible, your interests and concerns in the affected area, and how to establish procedures
to ensure appropriate communication between Commission and tribal staffs. The
meeting can be limited to Commission and your tribal staff or can be open to other
tribes,1 Loup Power District, or any other relicensing participants you wish. Please note
that any sensitive tribal information discussed at the meeting, and likewise discussed
throughout the entire relicensing process, can be kept strictly confidential.

Please tell us within 30 days from the date of this letter whether or not you would
like to participate in relicensing the Loup River Hydroelectric Project and whether you
would like to meet with Commission staff to discuss the project. You may respond by
letter or contact the relicensing coordinator listed below by phone or email. All
correspondence with the Commission regarding this project should be sent to: The
Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street, NE, Washington,
DC 20426. Please put the project name “Loup River Hydroelectric Project” and number
“P-1256-029” on the front cover of all correspondence.

1 Commission staff is inviting the following other tribes to participate in the
relicensing process: Winnebago Tribe, Santee Sioux Tribe, Ponca Tribe of Oklahoma,
Pawnee Tribe, and the Omaha Tribe of Nebraska.
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If you have any questions, the Commission’s relicensing coordinator for the Loup
River Hydroelectric Project is: Kim Nguyen at (202) 502-6105 or kim.nguyen@ferc.gov.
Commission staff will contact your office shortly to followup on this letter.

Sincerely,

Ann F. Miles, Director
Division of Hydropower Licensing

cc: Neal D. Suess, President/CEO
Loup River Public Power District
2404 15th Street
P.O. Box 988
Columbus, Nebraska 68602-0988

Mailing List
Service List
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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON D.C. 20426

October 23, 2008

OFFICE OF ENERGY PROJECTS

Project No. 1256-029--Nebraska
Loup River Hydroelectric Project
Loup River Public Power District

Trey Howe, Chairman
Ponca Tribe of Oklahoma
P.O. Box 2, White Eagle Drive
Ponca City, OK 74601

Reference: Consultation with the Ponca Tribe of Oklahoma

Dear Mr. Howe:

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (Commission) invites your
participation in the relicensing process for the Loup River Hydroelectric Project located
on the Loup River in Nance and Platte Counties, Nebraska. Loup River Public Power
District (Loup Power District) owns and operates the project under a license issued by the
Commission and is using the Commission’s new Integrated Licensing Process to
relicense the project. Loup Power District’s current license for the project expires April
15, 2014, and an application for a new license must be filed by April 15, 2012.

The Loup River Project consists of: (1) a diversion weir on the Loup River at an
elevation of 1,574 feet with wooden flashboards (or planks) to create an effective crest
elevation of 1,576 feet; (2) 11 24-foot-long and 5-foot-wide steel intake gates located on
the north bank of the river at elevation 1,569.5 feet; (3) three 20-foot-long and 6-foot-
wide steel sluice gates at elevation 1,568 feet spanning the portion of river flowing
between the downstream leg of the diversion weir and the intake gates diverting water
into a settling basin; (4) a 2-mile-long, 200-foot wide, and 16-foot-deep settling basin
with a floating hydraulic dredge and skimming weir at the downstream end of the settling
basin; (5) a 10-mile-long, 73-foot-wide, and 14.3-foot-deep Upper Power Canal with
inverted siphons bringing water to the Monroe Powerhouse; (6) the Monroe Powerhouse
containing three Francis-type, turbine-generating units each with a rated capacity of
2.621 megawatts (MW); (7) a 13-mile-long, 39-foot-wide, and 19.5-foot-deep Lower
Power Canal with 2 siphons extending from the Monroe Powerhouse to Lake Babcock;
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(8) a concrete weir structure (Sawtooth Weir) located where the Lower Power Canal
enters Lake Babcock; (9) a 760-acre regulating reservoir, Lake Babcock, with storage
capacity of 11,000 acre-feet at its full pool elevation of 1,531 feet; (10) a 200-acre second
regulating reservoir, Lake North, with storage capacity of 2,080 acre-feet at an elevation
of 1,531 feet; (11) a concrete control structure in the south dike linking the two regulating
reservoirs; (12) a 1.5-mile-long, 94- to 108-foot-wide, and 17.2- to 22.2-foot-deep intake
canal bringing water from the reservoirs to the Columbus Powerhouse; (13) a 60-foot-
long, 104-foot-wide, and 40-foot-high inlet structure with trashracks; (14) three 20-foot-
diameter and 385-foot-long steel penstocks connecting the inlet structure with the
powerhouse; (15) the Columbus Powerhouse containing three Francis-type, turbine-
generating units each with a rated capacity of 15.2 MW; (16) a 5.5-mile, 42-foot-wide,
and 19-foot-deep tailrace canal returning water to the river; and (17) appurtenant
facilities.

The Commission staff is interested in meeting with you to discuss the
Commission’s relicensing process, how the tribe can participate to the fullest extent
possible, your interests and concerns in the affected area, and how to establish procedures
to ensure appropriate communication between Commission and tribal staffs. The
meeting can be limited to Commission and your tribal staff or can be open to other
tribes,1 Loup Power District, or any other relicensing participants you wish. Please note
that any sensitive tribal information discussed at the meeting, and likewise discussed
throughout the entire relicensing process, can be kept strictly confidential.

Please tell us within 30 days from the date of this letter whether or not you would
like to participate in relicensing the Loup River Hydroelectric Project and whether you
would like to meet with Commission staff to discuss the project. You may respond by
letter or contact the relicensing coordinator listed below by phone or email. All
correspondence with the Commission regarding this project should be sent to: The
Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street, NE, Washington,
DC 20426. Please put the project name “Loup River Hydroelectric Project” and number
“P-1256-029” on the front cover of all correspondence.

1 Commission staff is inviting the following other tribes to participate in the
relicensing process: Winnebago Tribe, Santee Sioux Tribe, Ponca Tribe of Nebraska,
Pawnee Tribe, and the Omaha Tribe of Nebraska.
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If you have any questions, the Commission’s relicensing coordinator for the Loup
River Hydroelectric Project is: Kim Nguyen at (202) 502-6105 or kim.nguyen@ferc.gov.
Commission staff will contact your office shortly to followup on this letter.

Sincerely,

Ann F. Miles, Director
Division of Hydropower Licensing

cc: Neal D. Suess, President/CEO
Loup River Public Power District
2404 15th Street
P.O. Box 988
Columbus, Nebraska 68602-0988

Mailing List
Service List
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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON D.C. 20426

October 23, 2008

OFFICE OF ENERGY PROJECTS

Project No. 1256-029--Nebraska
Loup River Hydroelectric Project
Loup River Public Power District

Roger Trudell, Chairman
Santee Sioux Tribal Council
Route 2
Niobrara, NE 68760

Reference: Consultation with the Santee Sioux Tribe

Dear Mr. Trudell:

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (Commission) invites your
participation in the relicensing process for the Loup River Hydroelectric Project located
on the Loup River in Nance and Platte Counties, Nebraska. Loup River Public Power
District (Loup Power District) owns and operates the project under a license issued by the
Commission and is using the Commission’s new Integrated Licensing Process to
relicense the project. Loup Power District’s current license for the project expires April
15, 2014, and an application for a new license must be filed by April 15, 2012.

The Loup River Project consists of: (1) a diversion weir on the Loup River at an
elevation of 1,574 feet with wooden flashboards (or planks) to create an effective crest
elevation of 1,576 feet; (2) 11 24-foot-long and 5-foot-wide steel intake gates located on
the north bank of the river at elevation 1,569.5 feet; (3) three 20-foot-long and 6-foot-
wide steel sluice gates at elevation 1,568 feet spanning the portion of river flowing
between the downstream leg of the diversion weir and the intake gates diverting water
into a settling basin; (4) a 2-mile-long, 200-foot wide, and 16-foot-deep settling basin
with a floating hydraulic dredge and skimming weir at the downstream end of the settling
basin; (5) a 10-mile-long, 73-foot-wide, and 14.3-foot-deep Upper Power Canal with
inverted siphons bringing water to the Monroe Powerhouse; (6) the Monroe Powerhouse
containing three Francis-type, turbine-generating units each with a rated capacity of
2.621 megawatts (MW); (7) a 13-mile-long, 39-foot-wide, and 19.5-foot-deep Lower
Power Canal with 2 siphons extending from the Monroe Powerhouse to Lake Babcock;
(8) a concrete weir structure (Sawtooth Weir) located where the Lower Power Canal
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enters Lake Babcock; (9) a 760-acre regulating reservoir, Lake Babcock, with storage
capacity of 11,000 acre-feet at its full pool elevation of 1,531 feet; (10) a 200-acre second
regulating reservoir, Lake North, with storage capacity of 2,080 acre-feet at an elevation
of 1,531 feet; (11) a concrete control structure in the south dike linking the two regulating
reservoirs; (12) a 1.5-mile-long, 94- to 108-foot-wide, and 17.2- to 22.2-foot-deep intake
canal bringing water from the reservoirs to the Columbus Powerhouse; (13) a 60-foot-
long, 104-foot-wide, and 40-foot-high inlet structure with trashracks; (14) three 20-foot-
diameter and 385-foot-long steel penstocks connecting the inlet structure with the
powerhouse; (15) the Columbus Powerhouse containing three Francis-type, turbine-
generating units each with a rated capacity of 15.2 MW; (16) a 5.5-mile, 42-foot-wide,
and 19-foot-deep tailrace canal returning water to the river; and (17) appurtenant
facilities.

The Commission staff is interested in meeting with you to discuss the
Commission’s relicensing process, how the tribe can participate to the fullest extent
possible, your interests and concerns in the affected area, and how to establish procedures
to ensure appropriate communication between Commission and tribal staffs. The
meeting can be limited to Commission and your tribal staff or can be open to other
tribes,1 Loup Power District, or any other relicensing participants you wish. Please note
that any sensitive tribal information discussed at the meeting, and likewise discussed
throughout the entire relicensing process, can be kept strictly confidential.

Please tell us within 30 days from the date of this letter whether or not you would
like to participate in relicensing the Loup River Hydroelectric Project and whether you
would like to meet with Commission staff to discuss the project. You may respond by
letter or contact the relicensing coordinator listed below by phone or email. All
correspondence with the Commission regarding this project should be sent to: The
Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street, NE, Washington,
DC 20426. Please put the project name “Loup River Hydroelectric Project” and number
“P-1256-029” on the front cover of all correspondence.

1 Commission staff is inviting the following other tribes to participate in the
relicensing process: Winnebago Tribe, Pawnee Tribe, Ponca Tribe of Oklahoma, Ponca
Tribe of Nebraska, and the Omaha Tribe of Nebraska.
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If you have any questions, the Commission’s relicensing coordinator for the Loup
River Hydroelectric Project is: Kim Nguyen at (202) 502-6105 or kim.nguyen@ferc.gov.
Commission staff will contact your office shortly to followup on this letter.

Sincerely,

Ann F. Miles, Director
Division of Hydropower Licensing

cc: Neal D. Suess, President/CEO
Loup River Public Power District
2404 15th Street
P.O. Box 988
Columbus, Nebraska 68602-0988

Mailing List
Service List
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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON D.C. 20426

October 23, 2008

OFFICE OF ENERGY PROJECTS

Project No. 1256-029--Nebraska
Loup River Hydroelectric Project
Loup River Public Power District

John Blackhawk, Chairman
Winnebago Tribal Council
P.O. Box 687
Winnebago, NE 68071

Reference: Consultation with the Winnebago Tribe

Dear Mr. Blackhawk:

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (Commission) invites your
participation in the relicensing process for the Loup River Hydroelectric Project located
on the Loup River in Nance and Platte Counties, Nebraska. Loup River Public Power
District (Loup Power District) owns and operates the project under a license issued by the
Commission and is using the Commission’s new Integrated Licensing Process to
relicense the project. Loup Power District’s current license for the project expires April
15, 2014, and an application for a new license must be filed by April 15, 2012.

The Loup River Project consists of: (1) a diversion weir on the Loup River at an
elevation of 1,574 feet with wooden flashboards (or planks) to create an effective crest
elevation of 1,576 feet; (2) 11 24-foot-long and 5-foot-wide steel intake gates located on
the north bank of the river at elevation 1,569.5 feet; (3) three 20-foot-long and 6-foot-
wide steel sluice gates at elevation 1,568 feet spanning the portion of river flowing
between the downstream leg of the diversion weir and the intake gates diverting water
into a settling basin; (4) a 2-mile-long, 200-foot wide, and 16-foot-deep settling basin
with a floating hydraulic dredge and skimming weir at the downstream end of the settling
basin; (5) a 10-mile-long, 73-foot-wide, and 14.3-foot-deep Upper Power Canal with
inverted siphons bringing water to the Monroe Powerhouse; (6) the Monroe Powerhouse
containing three Francis-type, turbine-generating units each with a rated capacity of
2.621 megawatts (MW); (7) a 13-mile-long, 39-foot-wide, and 19.5-foot-deep Lower
Power Canal with 2 siphons extending from the Monroe Powerhouse to Lake Babcock;
(8) a concrete weir structure (Sawtooth Weir) located where the Lower Power Canal
enters Lake Babcock; (9) a 760-acre regulating reservoir, Lake Babcock, with storage
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capacity of 11,000 acre-feet at its full pool elevation of 1,531 feet; (10) a 200-acre second
regulating reservoir, Lake North, with storage capacity of 2,080 acre-feet at an elevation
of 1,531 feet; (11) a concrete control structure in the south dike linking the two regulating
reservoirs; (12) a 1.5-mile-long, 94- to 108-foot-wide, and 17.2- to 22.2-foot-deep intake
canal bringing water from the reservoirs to the Columbus Powerhouse; (13) a 60-foot-
long, 104-foot-wide, and 40-foot-high inlet structure with trashracks; (14) three 20-foot-
diameter and 385-foot-long steel penstocks connecting the inlet structure with the
powerhouse; (15) the Columbus Powerhouse containing three Francis-type, turbine-
generating units each with a rated capacity of 15.2 MW; (16) a 5.5-mile, 42-foot-wide,
and 19-foot-deep tailrace canal returning water to the river; and (17) appurtenant
facilities.

The Commission staff is interested in meeting with you to discuss the
Commission’s relicensing process, how the tribe can participate to the fullest extent
possible, your interests and concerns in the affected area, and how to establish procedures
to ensure appropriate communication between Commission and tribal staffs. The
meeting can be limited to Commission and your tribal staff or can be open to other
tribes,1 Loup Power District, or any other relicensing participants you wish. Please note
that any sensitive tribal information discussed at the meeting, and likewise discussed
throughout the entire relicensing process, can be kept strictly confidential.

Please tell us within 30 days from the date of this letter whether or not you would
like to participate in relicensing the Loup River Hydroelectric Project and whether you
would like to meet with Commission staff to discuss the project. You may respond by
letter or contact the relicensing coordinator listed below by phone or email. All
correspondence with the Commission regarding this project should be sent to: The
Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street, NE, Washington,
DC 20426. Please put the project name “Loup River Hydroelectric Project” and number
“P-1256-029” on the front cover of all correspondence.

1 Commission staff is inviting the following other tribes to participate in the
relicensing process: Santee Sioux Tribe, Pawnee Tribe, Ponca Tribe of Oklahoma, Ponca
Tribe of Nebraska, and the Omaha Tribe of Nebraska.
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If you have any questions, the Commission’s relicensing coordinator for the Loup
River Hydroelectric Project is: Kim Nguyen at (202) 502-6105 or kim.nguyen@ferc.gov.
Commission staff will contact your office shortly to followup on this letter.

Sincerely,

Ann F. Miles, Director
Division of Hydropower Licensing

cc: Neal D. Suess, President/CEO
Loup River Public Power District
2404 15th Street
P.O. Box 988
Columbus, NE 68602-0988

Mailing List
Service List
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Kim Nguyen 
ORIGINAL 

From: Gary Roblnette [garyr@poncatribe-ne.org] 

Sent: Wednesday, October 29, 2008 10:03 AM 

To: Kim Nguyen 

Subject: Project No. 1256-029-Loup River 

Ann; 

The Ponca Tribe of Nebraska has no comment on the approval of the new permit. 

Gary Robinette 
Director of Cultural Affairs/THPO 
Ponca Tribe of Nebraska 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Angell, Jean [jean.angell@nebraska.gov]
Sent: Monday, November 03, 2008 4:43 PM
To: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Cc: Dunnigan, Brian; Andersen, Pamela; Thompson, Mike
Subject: RE: Loup Power District 2 Relicensing

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Thank you for your prompt response to our concerns. 

 

Ice records can be found on our website at http://dnrdata.dnr.ne.gov/Icejam/index.asp.  You may contact Mr. 

Bill Jones in our office at 402&471&3932 for more information about the records.  The records will likely have 

meaning only to experts such as those associated with CRREL (Cold Regions Research and Engineering 

Laboratory), a division of the US Army Corp of Engineers located in Hanover, NH.   

 

Jean Angell 

Legal Counsel 

Department of Natural Resources 

471&3931 

  

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha) [mailto:Lisa.Richardson@hdrinc.com]  

Sent: Monday, November 03, 2008 4:27 PM 
To: Angell, Jean 

Subject: Loup Power District . Relicensing 
 
Jean, 
  
Attached please find the following information per our discussion this afternoon: 

• PDF of letter from Loup Power District to NGPC agreeing to release additional water in the bypass reach of the 
Loup River per NGPC request. 

• PDF of the original agreement from 1935 between the District and Freda and C.H. Newman regarding a gate to 
release water from the tailrace into Lost Creek. 

Also, in reviewing notes from our previous agency meetings I identified the following questions that the District is does 
not track the information you have requested: 

• times water is taken from the power canal by irrigators 2 the District meters the water by volume and periodically 
checks to see that the meters are working, they do not have records of when an irrigator takes the water.  

• amount of water released into Lost Creek from the tailrace 2 there is not a gage at the gate into Lost Creek. 

I believe the following information was provided to you directly or is contained within the PAD.  Please let me know if you 
need additional information related to these items: 

• number of agreements with irrigators 
• points of diversion 
• quantity of water taken by irrigators  
• estimated power produced per acre2foot (120 kWh/acre2foot) 
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• operation of Columbus Powerhouse when one or more turbines is not operating (i.e., what happens with 
diversion) 

To my knowledge you still need the following information: 

• Information on how just compensation is calculated 
• Agreement from 1972 suspending collection of compensation from pre21972 irrigators 
• Other agreements related to water and operation of the project during the period of initial construction 
• Information on what happens to the project if a FERC license is not granted 
• Break2even point for amount of water below  which power production would not be economical 

Please let me know if there is additional information you need.  We will work with the District to provide the remaining 
information as soon as possible and we will provide a letter requesting the ice data that has been collected by DNR since 
1994. 
  
Regards, 
  
Lisa 

Lisa M. Richardson, P.E. 
Professional Associate 

HDR  One Company | Many Solutions 
8404 Indian Hills Drive 
Omaha, NE  6811424049 
Phone: 402.926.7026 
Cell: 402.618.9865 
Fax: 402.399.1111 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Sent: Monday, November 03, 2008 4:27 PM
To: 'jangell@dnr.ne.gov'
Subject: Loup Power District + Relicensing
Attachments: LPD.Dredging Lost Creek Agreement.pdf; LNGPC.030823.Nelson_Minimum_Flows.pdf

Jean, 

  

Attached please find the following information per our discussion this afternoon: 

• PDF of letter from Loup Power District to NGPC agreeing to release additional water in the bypass reach of the 
Loup River per NGPC request. 

• PDF of the original agreement from 1935 between the District and Freda and C.H. Newman regarding a gate to 
release water from the tailrace into Lost Creek. 

Also, in reviewing notes from our previous agency meetings I identified the following questions that the District is does 
not track the information you have requested: 

• times water is taken from the power canal by irrigators + the District meters the water by volume and periodically 
checks to see that the meters are working, they do not have records of when an irrigator takes the water.  

• amount of water released into Lost Creek from the tailrace + there is not a gage at the gate into Lost Creek. 

I believe the following information was provided to you directly or is contained within the PAD.  Please let me know if you 
need additional information related to these items: 

• number of agreements with irrigators 

• points of diversion 

• quantity of water taken by irrigators  

• estimated power produced per acre+foot (120 kWh/acre+foot) 

• operation of Columbus Powerhouse when one or more turbines is not operating (i.e., what happens with 
diversion) 

To my knowledge you still need the following information: 

• Information on how just compensation is calculated 

• Agreement from 1972 suspending collection of compensation from pre+1972 irrigators 

• Other agreements related to water and operation of the project during the period of initial construction 

• Information on what happens to the project if a FERC license is not granted 

• Break+even point for amount of water below  which power production would not be economical 

Please let me know if there is additional information you need.  We will work with the District to provide the remaining 
information as soon as possible and we will provide a letter requesting the ice data that has been collected by DNR since 
1994. 

  

Regards, 

  

Lisa 

Lisa M. Richardson, P.E. 
Professional Associate 

HDR  One Company | Many Solutions 
8404 Indian Hills Drive 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Monday, November 03, 2008 9:32 AM
To: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Subject: FW: LPPD FERC relicensing PAD

From: Angell, Jean [mailto:jean.angell@nebraska.gov]  

Sent: Monday, November 03, 2008 9:24 AM 
To: Pillard, Matt 

Cc: Dunnigan, Brian; Andersen, Pamela; Thompson, Mike 
Subject: LPPD FERC relicensing PAD 

I received your phone call about the LPPD PAD.  I feel it’s pretty much a waste to even respond, and 

here’s why:  I don’t think I could have been much clearer about what study NDNR would like 

conducted.  I asked at the last meeting that there be a study on what contribution, if any, LPPD’s power 

production procedures have on ice jam flooding, given the horrendous flooding in the past and the 

United States Army Corp of Engineers’ suggestion that this be studied once ice records were kept.  I 

related that NDNR has been keeping ice records ever since the suggestion.  I followed this up by 

mailing HDR another copy of the 1994 USACE report with a request that it be included in the PAD, and 

wrote, “The Nebraska Department of Natural Resources asks that studies be conducted on what 

contributions the operation of the LPPD canal have on ice jam flooding as well as what measures 

could be taken to mitigate ice jam flooding and resulting damages.”  Apparently my communication 

skills are lacking as the PAD states that NDNR didn’t provide enough information for such study to be 

conducted?  It was also noted in the PAD that LPPD “will continue to discuss this issue with NDNR to 

determine study needs.”  Well LPPD hasn’t discussed anything with NDNR.  Not this issue or the 

previous issues we’ve brought up.  We have been promised information by LPPD, as well as HDR, that 

has not been forthcoming.   

 

Therefore, it seems a waste to continue with you in this procedure.  If NDNR communicates with 

anyone on this relicensing, it will likely be FERC.  NDNR does not wish for you to set up another 

meeting. 

 

 

Jean Angell 

Legal Counsel 

Department of Natural Resources 

47153931 

  

 





1

Selzle, Lydia

From: Bender, John [john.bender@nebraska.gov]
Sent: Monday, November 24, 2008 2:13 PM
To: Pillard, Matt
Cc: Michl, Greg
Subject: FW: Loup Power Canal . Fish Tissue Info
Attachments: LoupPowerPCBHistoricData.xls

Matt, 

 

This is the information Greg Michl was able to put together.  NDEQ will be following up on this site next summer as part 

of the Lower Platte Basin monitoring effort.  Feel free to call either me or Greg if you need more of an explanation.  Greg 

can supply you with our protocol on fish tissue monitoring if that would help. 

 

Please note my email address has changed to john.bender@nebraska.gov 

 

John F. Bender 

Water Quality Standards Coordinator 

Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality  

1200 N Street, P.O. Box 98922 

Lincoln, NE  68509-8922 

Phone:  402/471-4201 

 

From: Michl, Greg  

Sent: Wednesday, November 19, 2008 2:24 PM 
To: Bender, John; O'Brien, Patrick 

Subject: Loup Power Canal + Fish Tissue Info 

 

John and Pat: 

 

The PCB fish (carp) tissue consumption advisory for the Loup Power Canal came about through the following monitoring 

and assessment efforts: 

 

Year 1: 1993 - Single fillet sample collected and PCB levels  triggered follow-up triplicate sampling in 1994. 

 

Year 2: 1994 - Triplicate fillet sample collected and levels supported issuing a consumption advisory. 

 

Year 3: 1995  - Consumption advisory issued;  scheduled for re-sample in 3 years. 

 

Year 6: 1998 - Follow-up single fillet sample collected, and levels triggered triplicate fillet sampling in 1999. 

 

Year 7: 1999 - Triplicate fillet sample collected, levels supported maintaining consumption advisory. 

 

Year 12: 2004 - Single fillet sample collected and PCB levels  were below trigger level for consumption advisory; triplicate 

resample scheduled for 2005 anyway. 

 

Year 13: 2005 - Triplicate fillet sample collected, levels supported maintaining consumption advisory. 

 

Year 17: 2009 - Single fillet sample is scheduled to be collected in 2009 as part of our Basin Rotation - advisory site 

follow-up sampling in the Lower Platte Basin. 
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I've attached an EXCEL spreadsheet with the raw PCB data for each sampling date for your use.  If I can be of more help 

let me know, Greg  

 



 

December 2, 2008 
 
 
 
Joel Jorgensen 
Nongame Bird Program Manager 
Wildlife Division 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
2200 N. 33rd Street 
Lincoln, NE 68503-0931 
 
 
RE: Information request for piping plover and least tern population trends in Nebraska 
 
Dear Mr. Jorgensen: 
 
Loup Power District (the District) filed a Notice of Intent (NOI) and a Pre-Application 
Document (PAD) in October 2008 to begin the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC) relicensing process for its hydroelectric facilities located on the Loup River near 
Columbus, Nebraska.   
 
HDR Engineering, Inc. (HDR), on behalf of the District would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you for your response to our first request for information received on 
September 6, 2008. We realize compiling that data took staff time and effort and it is greatly 
appreciated. 
 
HDR continues to gather information on potential issues of concern related to the relicensing 
effort for the Loup River Hydroelectric Project.  Our next task is to develop detailed plans for 
studies that will be conducted to gather additional information relative to the issues raised by 
agencies.  We have reviewed the information previously provided and would like to request 
the following additional information to help with further study plan development and to gain 
a better understanding of trends and factors affecting the interior least tern and piping plover 
populations in Nebraska: 
 

1. We have a 2001 write-up discussing the trends in Nebraska from the 1991, 1996 and 
2001 census data written by John Dinan. What types of trends have been documented 
for least terns and piping plovers within the last 7 years on Nebraska rivers 
(specifically the Loup, Niobrara, Missouri, and Platte rivers)? Is a Nebraska summary 
of the 2006 census data for terns and plovers available? 



 

2. On a National level, what types of trends have been recorded for U.S. northern Great 
Plains piping plover population and Interior population of least terns in the last 20 
years? We currently have the published census data for piping plovers from 1991, 
1996, and 2001, do you know the current status of the 2006 national census data? 

3. In the meeting with Melissa Marinovich in August, you briefly described the general 
protocol and methods for your surveys. In an effort to gain a better understanding of 
how these surveys are conducted, could you please provide in greater detail the 
methodology and protocol for the surveys? Are the same protocols followed by other 
agencies that are also conducting surveys? Are the protocols the same for all the 
rivers as well as sand and gravel pits? Are there specific data forms that are filled out 
for each site surveyed?   

4. It was our understanding, based on the August meeting, that the Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission is charged with keeping and summarizing census data for the state 
of Nebraska.  Does the Commission have all information relative to these species or 
is some information kept separately by other agencies?  How does the Commission 
receive data from other agencies?  In summary form or in raw form?   

5. What types of tern and plover habitat trends, regarding suitability and availability of 
habitat, are the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission and other agencies observing 
on Nebraska rivers? 

6. What is believed to have the greatest overall effect on piping plover and least tern 
populations in Nebraska? 

7. What types of conservation efforts have the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
and other agencies implemented to protect and enhance the species? 

8. Has the Commission or its partners developed any hypotheses related to the causes 
for the recent trends in Nebraska? Are reasons for trends different for each river 
basin? Have the factors affecting population trends changed since the initial listing of 
the species? Have conservation efforts in Nebraska made an impact on the 
population? 

 
In addition to the above, please provide any additional information, studies, reports, etc.  
related to the species that would be helpful in analyzing trends and potential impacts related 
to the Loup River Hydroelectric Project.  We appreciate your assistance in providing 
information to assist us with the relicensing effort.  The information provided will be used for 
analytical purposes and the only information that will be published is information related to 
general trends and observations.  Location specific information will not be published without 
the consent of the Commission.     
 



 

Please feel free to contact Melissa Marinovich (402-399-1317) or me (402-926-7026) if you 
have any questions regarding this request.  Once we have had a chance to review the 
information requested, we would like arrange a meeting with you to discuss any further 
questions we may have.  As the relicensing process continues, we anticipate that we may 
have additional information requests.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
HDR ENGINEERING, INC. 
 
 
 
Lisa M. Richardson 
Project Manager 
 
cc:  Neal Suess, Loup Power District 
 Mary Bomberger-Brown, Tern & Plover Conservation Partnership 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
December 2, 2008 
 
Ms. Jean Angell 
Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 
301 Centennial Mall South 
P.O. Box 94676 
Lincoln, NE  68509-4676 
 
RE: Loup Power District Hydroelectric Relicensing – Data Request 
 
Dear Jean: 
 
During agency discussions held earlier this year, you requested several pieces of information 
related to the District’s water rights and operation of the Loup River Hydroelectric facility.      
The District and HDR have previously provided the majority of the information requested.  
Enclosed please find the remaining outstanding items. I want to apologize for the length of time 
it has taken to get this information to you; however the District has been extremely busy with 
several other matters over the past several months. The material attached is as follows: 
 

 Information related to calculation of “just compensation” for canal irrigators.  
Note:  The District charges the same rate no matter where in the canal an irrigator 
takes their water – although water taken by some irrigators may already have been 
used for power production at the Monroe powerhouse and thus has less potential 
to produce power; charging a single rate for all canal irrigators is consistent with 
how electric utilities charge their customers – the rate is the same regardless of 
where on the system a customer resides. Additionally, please note that the District 
has historically charged upstream irrigators $1 per acre-foot of water used – this 
value was determined by the District’s Board of Directors many years ago and no 
information is available on how this figure was calculated.   

 The 1972 agreement suspending collection of payment from irrigators who had 
water rights prior to 1972. 

 Agreements dealing with water rights and operation of the project during the 
period of initial construction.  The following agreements are enclosed: 

o MOA between the District and Nebraska Game and Parks 
regarding waived power interference compensation for water usage 
at the fish hatchery at the Calamus reservoir.  

o Agreement between the District and the Bureau of Reclamation 
regarding replacement power for water usage on the Loup and 
Calamus rivers. 

o Agreements between the District and Bureau of Reclamation 
regarding replacement power for the Farwell and Sargent projects.   
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2009 7:02 AM
To: Frame, Gail
Subject: FW: Loup Power District Relicensing ( Notice of Scoping Information

From: Pillard, Matt  

Sent: Monday, December 08, 2008 11:23 AM 
To: Barb Friskopp; David Jundt; Frank Albrecht; Henry Santin; Jason Alexander; Jean Angell; Joe Cothern; John Bender; 

John Shadle; Joseph Mangiamelli; Randy Thoreson; Robert Harms; Robert Puschendorf; Stacy Stupka,Burda; 
pcclerk@megavision.com 

Cc: Neal Suess; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Waldow, George 

Subject: Loup Power District Relicensing , Notice of Scoping Information 

Good Morning. 
  
We recently checked in with FERC regarding timeframes for the next steps in the process and I wanted to make sure that 
a few important dates were passed your way. 
  
FERC has indicated they will issue their scoping document by December 15. According to the ILP process, comments on 
the PAD and study requests are due 60 days after the scoping document is issued.  In addition, FERC is planning to have 
scoping meetings on January 12 and 13 (in Columbus, location unknown at this time). Preliminarily, a site visit will be held 
on the 12th with a public scoping meeting in the evening. The agency scoping meeting is planned for the morning of the 
13th.    
  
We are passing this information on as an FYI (  the District is not responsible for setting the date for the scoping document 
release nor for the coordination of the scoping meetings  (dates, schedule, content) but we wanted to give you a heads up 
since the schedule moves very quickly and we have the holidays squeezed in the middle.  This information is what we 
have received from FERC at this time and is subject to change. Once FERC finalizes their schedule, they should notify 
you.  We will also post the information on the web site as soon as we get it. 
  
Thanks again and hope to see you in January.  
  

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114(4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  

 



o Applications and subsequent filings related to the District’s Power 
Lease (application numbers 2287 & 2573). 

 
There are two additional pieces of information that you requested for which the District does not 
have information: 

 What happens if the FERC license is not granted? This is something that FERC 
would have to answer. The District is not aware of a situation where this has 
happened before, but FERC would decide what happens to the project.    

 What is the break-even point for the amount of water needed to produce power, 
below which it would not be economical? The District is compensated by 
upstream water users that have water rights and agreements with the District.        
If water users have no agreement with the District, the DNR would shut off their 
rights when the District makes a call on the Loup River. This is what should be 
currently happening, given that the District put a call on the Loup River in 1955 
and renewed the call in 2008. 

 
As you can see, there is a lot of information and it may be difficult to track how everything fits 
together. Due to the complexity of this information and the likelihood that you and others in the 
Department would have additional questions regarding the materials provided, I would like to 
suggest a meeting with the District, our consultants, HDR, and representatives from the DNR, 
specifically you and Brain Dunnegan, as well as any others you may identify to talk about the 
District’s water rights, what we have done in the past and our project operation, as well as to 
discuss which of the Department’s questions will be addressed during FERC relicensing and 
which ones will be addressed separately.      
 
Let me know some dates that work for you and we will try to arrange a meeting. If it needs to be 
in Lincoln we can accommodate that, but it might be easier to meet in Columbus, since we have 
all our files here and could provide additional information as needed.   
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me (402-564-3171 ext. 268) or Lisa 
Richardson of HDR (402-926-7026) at your convenience. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
Neal Suess 
President/CEO 
 
c: Lisa Richardson, HDR 
    Ron Ziola 
 
s:\Relicensing\DNR-angell_letter-Dec08 
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K im Nguyen 

From: 

Sent: 
To" 

Cc: 

Ichoughton@hotmail.com on behalf of Loule Houghton [houghton(~innebagotribe.com] 

Tuesday, December 09, 2008 11:46 AM 
Kim Nguyen 

JBH; Ken 

Subject: Hydroelectric Project 

Kim, 
In review of your correspondence of October 23rd this year; the Tribal Council has determined that the 
Winnebago Tribe will not participate In the Loup River Hydroelectric Project Relicensing Process. The Winnebag~ 
Tribe does not have property located In Nance and Platte Counties. 
Thank you for contacting us on this matter. 

Louis C. Houghton, Jr., Secretary 
Winnebago Tribal Counci l  

You live life online. So we put Windows on the web. Learn more about Windows Live 

• ' 7 . ~  

12/9/2008 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Bob Puschendorf [bpuschendorf@nebraskahistory.org]
Sent: Thursday, December 11, 2008 3:13 PM
To: Pillard, Matt; Barb Friskopp; David Jundt; Frank Albrecht; Henry Santin; Jason Alexander; 

Jean Angell; Joe Cothern; John Bender; John Shadle; Joseph Mangiamelli; Randy Thoreson; 
Robert Harms; Stacy Stupka0Burda; pcclerk@megavision.com

Cc: Neal Suess; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Waldow, George
Subject: Re: Loup Power District Relicensing 0 Notice of Scoping Information

I want to inform you and the other coordinators that Stacy Stupka0Burda has left our office.  I will be the contact for this 
project in the interim and we will pursue a person to take her place. 

00000 Original Message 00000  
From: Pillard, Matt  
To: Barb Friskopp ; David Jundt ; Frank Albrecht ; Henry Santin ; Jason Alexander ; Jean Angell ; Joe Cothern ; John 
Bender ; John Shadle ; Joseph Mangiamelli ; Randy Thoreson ; Robert Harms ; Robert Puschendorf ; Stacy Stupka0
Burda ; pcclerk@megavision.com  
Cc: Neal Suess ; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha) ; Waldow, George  
Sent: Monday, December 08, 2008 11:22 AM 
Subject: Loup Power District Relicensing 0 Notice of Scoping Information 

 
Good Morning. 
  
We recently checked in with FERC regarding timeframes for the next steps in the process and I wanted to make sure that 
a few important dates were passed your way. 
  
FERC has indicated they will issue their scoping document by December 15. According to the ILP process, comments on 
the PAD and study requests are due 60 days after the scoping document is issued.  In addition, FERC is planning to 
have scoping meetings on January 12 and 13 (in Columbus, location unknown at this time). Preliminarily, a site visit will 
be held on the 12th with a public scoping meeting in the evening. The agency scoping meeting is planned for the morning 
of the 13th.    
  
We are passing this information on as an FYI 0  the District is not responsible for setting the date for the scoping 
document release nor for the coordination of the scoping meetings  (dates, schedule, content) but we wanted to give you 
a heads up since the schedule moves very quickly and we have the holidays squeezed in the middle.  This information is 
what we have received from FERC at this time and is subject to change. Once FERC finalizes their schedule, 
they should notify you.  We will also post the information on the web site as soon as we get it. 
  
Thanks again and hope to see you in January.  
  

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 6811404098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  

 



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION

Loup River Public Power District Project No. 1256-029-Nebraska

NOTICE OF SCOPING MEETINGS AND SITE VISITS

(December 12, 2008) 
 
a. Type of Filings: Notice of Intent to File License Applications for New

Licenses; Pre-Application Documents; Commencement of Licensing
Proceedings. 
 

b. Project No.: 1256-029

c. Dated Filed: October 16, 2008

d. Submitted By: Loup River Public Power District (Loup Power District)

e. Name of Project: Loup River Hydroelectric Project No. 1256

f. Location: The Loup River Hydroelectric Project is located on the Loup River
in Nance and Platte Counties, Nebraska.

g. Filed Pursuant to: 18 CFR Part 5 of the Commission’s Regulations

h. Potential Applicant Contact: Neal Suess, President/CEO, Loup Power District,
P.O. Box 988, 2404 15th Street, Columbus, Nebraska 68602 (866) 869-2087.

i. FERC Contact: Kim Nguyen (202) 502-6015 or via e-mail at
kim.nguyen@ferc.gov.

j. Loup Power District filed Pre-Application Document (PAD) for the Loup
River Project, including proposed process plan and schedule, with the
Commission pursuant to 18 CFR 5.6 of the Commission’s regulations.

k. Copies of the PAD and Scoping Document 1 (SD1) are available for review at
the Commission in the Public Reference Room or may be viewed on the
Commission’s website (http://www.ferc.gov), using the “eLibrary” link. Enter
the docket number, excluding the last three digits, in the docket number field to
access the document. For assistance, contact FERC Online Support at
FERCONlineSupport@ferc.gov or toll free at 1-866-208-3676, or for TTY,
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Project No. 1256-029 2

(202) 502-8659. A copy is also available for inspection and reproduction at the
address in paragraph h.

Register online at http://ferc.gov/esubscribenow.htm to be notified via e-mail
of new filings and issuances related to these or other pending projects. For
assistance, contact FERC Online Support.

l. With this notice, we are soliciting comments on SD1. All comments on SD1
should be sent to the address above in paragraph h. In addition, all comments
on the PAD and SD1, study requests, requests for cooperating agency status,
and all communications to Commission staff related to the merits of the
potential applications (original and eight copies) must be filed with the
Commission at the following address: Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, 888 First Street, N.E., Washington, D.C. 20426. All filings with
the Commission relevant to the Loup River Hydroelectric Project must include
on the first page, the project name, (Loup River Project) and number (P-1256-
029), and bear the heading, as appropriate, “Comments on Scoping Document
1.” Any individual or entity interested in commenting on SD1 must do so by
February 10, 2009.

Comments on SD1 and other permissible forms of communications with the
Commission may be filed electronically via the Internet in lieu of paper. The
Commission strongly encourages electronic filings. See
18 CFR 385.2001(a)(1)(iii) and the instructions on the Commission’s website
(http://www.ferc.gov) under the “e-filing” link.

m. At this time, Commission staff intends to prepare a single Environmental
Assessment for the project, in accordance with the National Environmental
Policy Act.

20081212-4007 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 12/12/2008



Project No. 1256-029 3

Scoping Meetings

We will hold two scoping meetings for each project at the times and places
noted below. The daytime meetings will focus on resource agency, Indian
tribes, and non-governmental organization concerns, while the evening
meetings are primarily for receiving input from the public. We invite all
interested individuals, organizations, Indian tribes, and agencies to attend one
or all of the meetings, and to assist staff in identifying particular study needs,
as well as the scope of environmental issues to be addressed in the
environmental document. The times and locations of these meetings are as
follows:

Daytime Scoping Meeting
Date: Tuesday, January 13, 2009
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Location: Holiday Inn Express

524 E. 23rd Street
Columbus, Nebraska 68601
(402) 564-2566

Evening Scoping Meeting
Date: Monday, January 12, 2009
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Location: same as daytime meeting

SD1, which outlines the subject areas to be addressed in the environmental
document, has been mailed to the individuals and entities on the Commission’s
mailing list. Copies of SD1 will be available at the scoping meetings, or may
be viewed on the web at http://www.ferc.gov, using the “eLibrary” link.
Follow the directions for accessing information in paragraph k. Depending on
the extent of comments received, a Scoping Document 2 (SD2) may or may
not be issued.

Site Visits

The Loup Power District and Commission staff will conduct a site visit of the
key project facilities on Monday, January 12, 2009, starting at 9:00 a.m. Those
wishing to participate should meet at 8:45 a.m. at:

Loup Power District Main Office
2404 15th Street
Columbus, Nebraska 68602
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Project No. 1256-029 4

To appropriately accommodate persons interested in attending the site visit,
participants should contact Ron Ziola at (402) 564-3171 or e-mail
rziola@loup.com by January 5, 2009. The Loup Power District will provide
transportation from their Main Office to the project site and lunch for the site
visit. Participants should dress appropriately for outdoor, winter elements. In
the event of inclement weather, participants can check the Loup Power
District’s Relicensing Hotline at (866) 869-2087 for updates on the site visit.

Scoping Meeting Objectives

At the scoping meetings, staff will: (1) present the proposed list of issues to be
addressed in the EA; (2) review and discuss existing conditions and resource
agency management objectives; (3) review and discuss existing information
and identify preliminary information and study needs;
(4) review and discuss the process plan and schedule for pre-filing activity that
incorporates the time frames provided for in Part 5 of the Commission’s
regulations and, to the extent possible, maximizes coordination of federal,
state, and tribal permitting and certification processes; and (5) discuss requests
by any federal or state agency or Indian tribe acting as a cooperating agency
for development of an environmental document.

Meeting participants should come prepared to discuss their issues and/or
concerns. Please review the Pre-Application Document in preparation for the
scoping meetings. Directions on how to obtain a copy of the PAD and SD1 are
included in item k of this notice.

Scoping Meeting Procedures

The scoping meetings will be recorded by a stenographer and will become part
of the formal Commission records for the projects. 

 
n. A notice of intent to file license application, filing PAD, solicitation of comments

on the PAD and SD1, solicitation of study requests, and commencement of
proceedings will be issued by December 19, 2008, setting the date for filing
comments on the PAD and study requests in accordance with Commission
regulations and the proposed process plan.

Kimberly D. Bose,
Secretary.
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Loup Relicensing - January 09 Scoping Materials 

HDR Page 1 10/27/2011 

Postcard Mailer 
Actual will be printed half page on light blue cardstock. 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission    
Announces Public Meeting 

On December 12, 2008, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
issued its first Scoping Document for the relicensing of the Loup 

River Hydroelectric Project. This document identifies issues to be 
addressed in the environmental analysis as well as possible protection, 

mitigation, and enhancement measures to be considered. 

To further identify issues, concerns, and opportunities associated with the relicensing, FERC 
will hold a public scoping meeting in January: 

Public Scoping Meeting 
January 12, 2009, 7:00 PM  
Holiday Inn Express 
524 E. 23rd Street, Columbus, NE 

An additional Project tour and scoping meeting are scheduled for resource agency 
participants. To request more information, please call (866) 869-2087. The public is 
welcome to attend any or all events. 

FERC’s Scoping Document and additional information on the Loup River Hydroelectric 
Project can be found on the project website: 

www.loup.com/relicense 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Friday, December 19, 2008 8:24 AM
To: 'abaum@upperloupnrd.org'; 'barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil'; 'bczoning@frontiernet.net'; 

'bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov'; 'bpuschendorf@nebraskahistory.org'; 'butchk@nctc.net'; 
'caalms@megavision.com'; 'cgenoa@cablene.com'; 'cityadmin@cablene.com'; 
'cothern.joe@epa.gov'; 'danno@nohva.com'; 'dave_carlson@fws.gov'; 
'david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov'; 'dtunink@ngpc.state.ne.us'; 'frank.albrecht@ngpc.ne.gov'; 
'jalexand@usgs.gov'; 'jangell@dnr.ne.gov'; 'jeff.schuckman@ngpc.ne.gov'; 
'jmangi@columbusne.us'; 'john.bender@nebraska.gov'; 'justin.lavene@nebraska.gov'; 
'kennyj@headwaterscorp.com'; 'mbrown9@unl.edu'; 'monroe@megavision.com'; 
'pcclerk@megavision.com'; 'randy_thoreson@nps.gov'; 'robert_harms@fws.gov'; 
'santin@hamilton.net'; 'steve.chick@ne.usda.gov'; 'Meghan Sittler'; 'Kim.Nguyen@ferc.gov'

Cc: 'nsuess@loup.com'; 'rziola@loup.com'; 'jfrear@loup.com'; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); White, 
Stephanie; Waldow, George; Sigler, Bill; Grennan, Dennis E.; Engelbert, Pat

Subject: Loup Power District Relicensing 9 Project Information

Good Morning. 
  

As you know, the relicensing effort for the Loup Power District reached a milestone with the submittal of the Pre9
Application Document to FERC on October 16, 2008.  If you haven't received notice of availability of this document, it is 
available for viewing or download on the District's website at http://www.loup.com/relicense.   
  

On December 12, 2008 FERC issued its Notice of Commencement for relicensing the Loup River Hydroelectric Project 
and its first Scoping Document, which describes the Project and identifies the proposed action (to continue to operate the 
Project as it operates today), alternatives to the proposed action, and protection, mitigation, and enhancement measures 
that will be considered during relicensing. Additionally, the Scoping Document identifies the issues to be evaluated under 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) during relicensing.  This document is also available on the District's 
webpage. 
  

If you would like to register with FERC for notification of availability of relicensing documents, please go to 
http://www.ferc.gov/docs9filing/esubscription.asp to be notified via e9mail of new filings and issuances related to this 
project.  
  

There are a few other milestones the District wanted all of you to be aware of: 
  

First, FERC is hosting scoping meetings in January: 
  

Public Scoping Meeting Agency Scoping Meeting 
January 12, 2009 January 13, 2009 
7:00 PM 9:00 AM 
Holiday Inn Express Holiday Inn Express 
524 E. 23rd Street 524 E. 23rd Street 
Columbus, NE Columbus, NE 
  
A site visit is  also being offered on Monday, January 12, at 9:00 a.m.  The District will provide transportation for the site 
visit, so please RSVP to Ron Ziola by January 5 at (402) 56493171 or e9mail rziola@loup.com  if you plan to attend. 
Please plan to arrive at the District's office at 2404 15th Street by 8:45 a.m. Participants should dress for winter weather 
and in the event of inclement weather, participants can check the District's Hotline at (866) 86992087 for updates on the 
site visit. 
  

Finally,  comments and study requests are due to FERC no later than February 20, 2009.    Information necessary for this 
submittal can be found in FERC's Scoping Document (page 17). FERC has a "quick comment" option available, which is 
an easy method to submit text only comments. The Quick9Comment User Guide can be viewed at 
http://www.ferc.gov/docs9filing/efiling/quick9comment9guide.pdf.  
  

Thanks for your continued interest in this project and please contact me at any time should you have additional questions 
or concerns. 



Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
2200 N. 33 rd St . / po. Box 30370 / Lincoln , N E 68503-0370 
Phone: 402-471 -064 1/ Fax: 402-471 -5528 / www.OutdoorNebraska.org 

December 24, 2008 

Lisa M. Richardson 
HDR 
8404 Indian Hills Drive 
Omaha, NE 68114-4098 

Re: request for information for piping plover and least tern population trends in Nebraska 

Dear Ms. Richardson, 

Please make reference to your letter dated December 2, 2008 requesting information about for 
piping plover and interior least tern current population trends in Nebraska. It is our 
understanding that this information will be used during the relicensing process of Loup Public 
Power. 

Your questions requested detail and analysis beyond current Commission resources. To assist 
you as much as possible, reports and references were provided where information may be 
obtained that will allow HDR to conduct the necessary analysis and data accumulation necessary 
to fully answer your questions. 

1. Regarding trends as seen in the census data from 1991 , 1996,2001 and 2006. 

The Commission has not conducted significant further analysis beyond the data available 
in these reports. The data provided in these reports should allow analysis to address your 
question. 

For question regarding release of 2006 International Piping Plover Census report, please 
contact the national coordinator, 

Sue Haig or Elise Elliott-Smith (541-750-7390 or eelliott-smith@usgs.gov 
USGS Forest and Rangeland Ecosystem Science Center (FRESC) 
3200 SW Jefferson Way 
Corvallis, OR 97331 
Ph: 541-750-7482 
Fax: 541-758-8806 
susan haig@usgs.gov 

2. Trends at a national level. 

The Commission has not conducted significant further analysis beyond the data available 
in these reports. The data provided in these reports should allow analysis to address your 
question. 
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For question regarding release of2006 International Piping Plover Census report, please 
contact the national coordinator, 

Sue Haig or Elise Elliott-Smith (541-750-7390 or eelliott-smith@usgs.gov 
USGS Forest and Rangeland Ecosystem Science Center (FRESC) 
3200 SW Jefferson Way 
Corvallis, OR 97331 
Ph: 541-750-7482 
Fax: 541-758-8806 
susan haig@usgs.gov 

3. General protocol and methods for surveys. 

The protocols we follow during our surveys are as follow: 

• All potential nesting habitat (dry, non- or sparsely vegetated expanses of sand 
relatively near water) is surveyed for the presence of birds. 

• To ensure accuracy, a minimum of2 observers are used to survey off-river sites 
and river habitat. 

• Off-river sites are surveyed from a vehicle and/or by foot. 
• River habitat is surveyed from an airboat 
• Standardized data formats are used to ensure accuracy 
• Data are evaluated and entered into computerized databases soon after the surveys 

are completed. 
• Additional information in available in reports that are available to you. 

The Commission does provide a survey protocol for agencies and consultants that have a 
particular project that may permanently or temporarily disrupt an area with least terns and 
piping plovers. This survey protocol has limitations as it typically only describes a 
method of detection, not necessarily for data collection and analysis over the short or 
long term. This survey protocol is enclosed. 

There is standardization among data collection and between sand and gravel pits between 
geographic areas of Nebraska, but individual site characteristics and circumstances often 
require adjustments in protocols to ensure data is collected that is comparable. IfHDR is 
designing a survey protocol, we recommend that you schedule time to meet with the 
Commission biologists and US Fish and Wildlife Service to design surveys that will 
ensure that your objectives are obtained. 

4. Nebraska Game and Parks Commission data responsibilities 

The Nebraska Heritage Program is housed within the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission. The Nebraska Natural Heritage Program tracks occurrences of "at-risk" 
species and native plant communities within the state. The mission of the Nebraska 
Natural Heritage Program is to: (1) collect information on the status, distribution and 
ecology of ecological communities and rare, threatened and endangered species in 
Nebraska, (2) analyze and manage this information using standardized methods, (3) 
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disseminate this information to a wide array of conservation decision makers, and (4) use 
this information to actively promote the conservation of Nebraska's natural heritage. The 
Commission maintains databases to insure that survey information is maintained in a 
standardized manner consistent with other states. This information is only "summarized" 
or "analyzed" as needed for specific projects. Data is maintained in raw format. Our 
database does contain information collected by workers outside the Commission. The 
Heritage database is among the most complete and comprehensive available, but it does not 
contain all records for all at-risk species. 

For additional records, we recommend that you contact Stephen K. Wilson 
(Stephen_K_ Wilson@nps.gov;402 6675524) National Park Service, for inquiries 
pertaining to the Niobrara system. Also, we do not maintain recent data from the Missouri 
River. Please contact Greg Pavelka (Gregory.A.Pavelka@usace.army.mil) with the U.S. 
States Army Corps of Engineers for inquiries pertaining to that system. 

5. Tern and plover trends regarding suitability and availability of habitat 

The most recent trend information for select areas of Nebraska is available in the 2008 
Interior Least Tern and Piping Plover Monitoring, Research, Management and Outreach for 
the lower Platte River. 

6. Greatest overall effect on piping plover and least tern populations in Nebraska 

There are a myriad of factors that influence piping plover and least tern populations in 
Nebraska and individual locations may have different factors that have the greatest 
impact. I would refer you to the 
• 2008 Interior Least Tern and Piping Plover Monitoring, Research, Management and 

Outreach for the lower Platte River, 
• References such as the National Research Council of the National Academies (NRC), 

2005. Endangered and Threatened Species of the Platte River. The National 
Academies Press, Washington, D.C. 247 pp. 

• See enclosed reference list 

7. Conservation efforts 

The Commission is the state agency responsible for stewardship of the state's wildlife 
resources. Moreover, the Commission administers the Nebraska Nongame and 
Endangered Species Conservation Act, the statute that authorizes that a species is 
designated as "threatened" or "endangered". The Commission is directly involved in 
planning, monitoring, research, education, outreach, law enforcement and management 
activities and the coordination and/or advising of planning, monitoring, research, law 
enforcement and management activities with other agencies and/or entities. 

8. The final question has several very good inquiries related to hypotheses and the effectiveness 
of conservation actions. We suggest that you utilize available literature. There are hypotheses 
developed by the Commission for some areas such as the lower Platte River, and other large 
scale conservation efforts are underway in the Central Platte. In the Central Platte River, 
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adaptive management is being implemented, but the Platte River Recovery Program is relatively 
new and little information is available regarding it's effectiveness. 

All federally listed threatened and endangered species are also state listed. However, for 
assessment of potential impacts on federally listed, candidate or proposed threatened or 
endangered species, please contact John Cochnar, Nebraska Field Office, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, 203 W. Second St. , Grand Island, NE 68801. 

Please note that this correspondence does not satisfy requirements of the Nongame and 
Endangered Species Conservation Act. Under the authority Neb.Rev.Stat. §37-807 (3) of the 
Nebraska Nongame and Endangered Species Conservation Act, all Nebraska state agencies are 
required to consult with the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission to ensure that any actions 
authorized, funded or carried out by them do not jeopardize the continued existence of a state 
listed species. This requirement would extend to any state permit issued. Please contact me if 
you need assistance with determining the potential of an action to affect listed species. 

If you have any questions or need additional information on this site or on the jurisdiction of the 
Commission under the authorities listed above, please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely 

/",y'F/~dzf.s 
Kristal Stoner 
Environmental Analyst Supervisor 
Nebraska Natural Heritage Program 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
(402) 471-5444 
Krista!. stoner@ngpc.ne.gov 

CC: Joel Jorgensen, NGPC 
Rick Schneider, NGPC 
Mary Bomberger Brown, TPCP 
Bob Harms, USFWS 
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January 5, 2009 
 
Mr. Robert Puschendorf 
State Historic Preservation Office 
1500 R Street 
P.O. Box 82554 
Lincoln, NE 68501-2554 
 
Re: Area of Potential Effects for the Loup River Hydroelectric Project 
 FERC Project No. 1256; Docket No. 1256-029 
 
Dear Mr. Puschendorf: 
 
In October 2008 Loup Power District (the District) initiated the process to relicense the Loup River 
Hydroelectric Project with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (Commission).  On 
December 12, 2008 the Commission issued Scoping Document 1 (SD1) and requested your 
agency’s participation in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) scoping process and to 
provide initial comments and suggestions regarding preliminary issues and alternatives. On 
December 16, 2008, under a Notice of Intent to File License Application for this project, the 
Commission initiated Section 106 consultation with your office and designated Loup Power 
District as the Commission’s non-federal representative for informal consultation. Copies of these 
communications are attached for reference and we encourage your office to provide the 
Commission with comments by the February 10, 2009 deadline.  
 
As outlined in these documents, Loup Power District has been tasked by the Commission to 
develop study plans to better understand the environmental issues and concerns to be addressed 
through the NEPA process, including issues related to cultural resources, namely: 
 
Effects of continued project operations and maintenance on cultural, historic, 
archaeological, and traditional resources in the project area of potential effect and their 
eligibility to be included in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) (from Section 
4.2.7 of attached). 
 
As recommended by the Commission, the District proposes to establish the project area of 
potential effects (APE) as required under 36 CFR 800.4 and defined in 36 CFR 800.16 as the area 
shown in the PAD document (See attached from the PAD: Figure 4-1, 14 sheets) and labeled as the 
Approximate Project Boundary. The area within that boundary encompasses the entirety of the 
District’s holdings that are subject to the relicensing effort described in the PAD.  Depending on 
other possible project-related effects, or based on the results of any of the studies associated with 
this relicensing, the APE would be adjusted accordingly.  
 
 
 
 



At this time we are seeking concurrence from your office regarding the proposed area of potential 
effects (APE).   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me at (402) 564-3171 if you have any questions about this 
request. We look forward to working with your office throughout the relicensing effort and 
beyond. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Neal Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
 
 
cc: Kim Nguyen, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
 Frank Winchell, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
 Ron Ziola, Loup Power District 
 Lisa Richardson, HDR 
 George Waldow, HDR 
 
Attachments:   

(1) Scoping Document 1, Letter from Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to multiple 
parties, December 12, 2008 

(2) Notice of Commencement, Letter from Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to multiple 
parties, December 16, 2008 

(3) Figure 4-1, Loup River Hydroelectric Project Pre-Application Document (PAD) 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Sent: Friday, January 16, 2009 1:09 PM
To: Frame, Gail
Subject: FW: Project map

From: Bender, John [mailto:john.bender@nebraska.gov]  

Sent: Thursday, January 15, 2009 12:12 PM 
To: Ron Ziola 

Subject: Project map 

 

Is there a way we could obtain the GIS layers Loup used to prepare the project map (Fig. 3-3).  The "Local Drainage 

Basins" and "Culvert Inlet Locations" would be of great help in writing the bacteria TMDLs for Babcock and the lower 1/4 

mile of the canal.  Having the siphon locations would be nice too. 

 

Thanks. 

 

Please note my email address has changed to john.bender@nebraska.gov 

 

John F. Bender 

Water Quality Standards Coordinator 

Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality  

1200 N Street, P.O. Box 98922 

Lincoln, NE  68509-8922 

Phone:  402/471-4201 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Sent: Friday, January 16, 2009 1:07 PM
To: john.bender@nebraska.gov
Cc: rziola@loup.com; Frame, Gail
Subject: Loup River Hydroelectric Project
Attachments: LPD_Stream_Drainage_Basins_GIS_Shapefiles.zip; LPD_PAD_Figure 363.081016.pdf

John, 

  

Per your request to Ron Ziola, the attached .zip file contains shape files for the data from Figure 363 (also attached) of the 
Pre6Application Document for the Loup River Hydroelectric Project (FERC Project No. 1256).  Specifically, the following 
data is included: 

1. Canal_Local_Drainage_Basins 6 Source: USGS 7.5' Topographic Maps  
2. Canal_Siphons 6 Source: Field Maps and Field Visits  
3. Loup_Drainage_Inlets 6 Source: Loup Staff Field Visits 

All the files are projected in Nebraska State Plane Feet NAD 83 coordinate system.  
  
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (402) 92667026. 
  
Regards, 
  
Lisa 

Lisa M. Richardson, P.E. 
Professional Associate 

HDR  One Company | Many Solutions 
8404 Indian Hills Drive 
Omaha, NE  6811464049 
Phone: 402.926.7026 
Cell:  402.618.9865 
Fax: 402.399.1111 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Jorgensen, Joel [Joel.Jorgensen@nebraska.gov]
Sent: Monday, January 26, 2009 12:14 PM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: FW: 2006 Nebr. report
Attachments: PIPL_NE.doc

Melissa: 
 
            See attached.   
 

, Joel 
  

=============================== 

Joel Jorgensen 

Nongame Bird Program Manager 

Wildlife Division 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
Lincoln, NE 68503 
402 471 5440 

joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov   
 

                       
 

From: Elise Elliott
Smith [mailto:eelliott
smith@usgs.gov]  
Sent: Monday, January 26, 2009 8:50 AM 

To: Jorgensen, Joel 
Subject: Re: 2006 Nebr. report 

 

 



The 2006 International Piping 
Plover Breeding Census in 
Nebraska (off-Missouri River) 
 
Joel Jorgensen 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
P.O. Box 30370 
Lincoln, NE 68503 
402-471-5440 
joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov 
 
Long-term drought conditions greatly affected 
the 2006 International Piping Plover Census in 
Nebraska both by limiting habitat and access at 
certain sites and by concentrating and increasing 
birds elsewhere.  The 2006 survey was 
conducted in a similar fashion to earlier IPPCs.  
All surveys were conducted 5-19 June.     
 
Survey participants included personnel from the 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Nebraska Public 
Power District, Central Nebraska Public Power 
and Irrigation District, the Tern and Plover 
Conservation Partnership, National Park 
Service, and several volunteers.  A total of 423 
kilometers of river were surveyed by airboat, 
132 kilometers by canoe.  A total of 61 sand and 
gravel pits and one large reservoir were 
surveyed.  Two other large reservoirs (Lake 
Minatare and Calamus Reservoir) were 
monitored but not formally surveyed because it 
was determined that both lacked suitable 
habitat. 
 
In 2006, 718 adult Piping Plovers were counted 
in Nebraska.  This total reverses the trend of 
decreases recorded during previous International 
Piping Plover Censuses and represents increases 
of 133% from 2001 (308 adults), 96% from 
1996 (366), and 80% (398) from 1991.  The 
overall increase is likely both the result of an 
actual increase of birds at certain sites and better 
coverage at others.   

 
The most notable increase in birds was at Lake 
McConaughy, Keith County, where 358 adults 
were counted.  Lake McConaughy has 
consistently been at record or near record low 
water levels for the past several years as the 
result of long-term drought, exposing large 
expanses of suitable habitat.  The reservoir, 
whose water is primarily used for irrigation, was 
markedly lower in 2006 than during the 
previous three IPPCs when 60, 69, and 73 adults 
were recorded in 1991, 1996, and 2001 
respectively.   It was not until 1978 that Piping 
Plover were even recorded at this western 
Nebraska reservoir and the previous high count 
was 143 in 1993 (Sharpe et al. 2001).   
 
Plover numbers were also higher on the 
Niobrara River.  The 204 total tallied this year is 
notably higher than previous years when 79, 
107, and 87 were recorded in 1991, 1996, and 
2001, respectively.  Away from the Niobrara, on 
the Platte, Elkhorn, and Loup Rivers, only 27 
adults were counted.  Furthermore, 78% (562) 
of all plovers recorded in Nebraska during the 
2006 Census were recorded on the Niobrara 
River and at Lake McConaughy.   
 
Low water levels have positively affected 
Piping Plover numbers at Lake McConaughy, 
but the impacts of low water flows on bird 
numbers on the central Platte River have been 
negative.  In fact, this year’s scheduled airboat 
surveys for almost all of the central Platte were 
cancelled because of a lack of water.  Only 2 
adults were tallied on the 29 km stretch that was 
surveyed.  Previous Censuses yielded totals of 
46 in 1991, 25 in 1996, and 4 in 2001.  Numbers 
recorded at sand and gravel pits that are 
associated with and often located adjacent to 
rivers, such as the Platte, appear to have 
remained relatively stable with 129 adults 
recorded this year.   
 
In Nebraska, it appears that the vast majority of 
suitable Piping Plover habitat was surveyed.  A 



number of areas that possess very limited or 
marginal habitat were not included in the 
survey.  These sites have generally been 
surveyed in the past and it has been determined 
that there is a low likelihood of birds occupying 
them.   They include some isolated sandpits and 
minor river systems, such as the Little Blue 
River.  It is believed that inclusion of these areas 
would have had minimal impact on totals 
recorded during the 2006 Census. 
 
While it serves as a useful baseline, it is difficult 
to know whether the survey results represent the 
actual number of birds in Nebraska.  While this 
year’s effort to determine detection probability 
is a positive step forward, there is perhaps the 
need to standardize other portions of the survey 
so that long-term inferences can be made from 
the data.  This may be difficult, given 
Nebraska’s varied habitat types and the various 
methods (e.g. airboat, foot, canoe) used to 
survey areas.  Standardization of some aspects 
would be useful, however, particularly when 
there are personnel changes.   
 
All survey participants deserve a great deal of 
credit for the effort and time that they put into 
the 2006 survey.   Participants include:  Kari 
Andresen, Diane Beachly, Mark Czaplewski, 
Kathy DeLara, Leslie Farnham, Kristy Hajny, 
Robert Harms, Michael Hart, Renae Held, Jim 
Jenniges, Joel Jorgensen, Justin King, Elizabeth 
Murray, Sean O’Brien, Dan Roberts, Soren 
Rundquist, Matt Schwartz, Robin Smith, Dugan 
Smith, Martha Tacha, Chris Thody, Gareth 
Welke, Erica Wilson, Gabriel Wilson, and 
Stephen Wilson.   
 
Comparison of Census Numbers1 

 1991 1996 2001 2006 
Total 
Adults 398 375 308 8932 
1Missouri River data are included in all totals. 
2This is the total from a single survey at each site; if more than 
one survey was conducted, we count only results from the first 
survey during the census window. 
 

Detectability Study 

Sites Included First 
Count 

Second 
Count 

Central Platte River, Sandy 
Channels/Johnson Pit 6 6 

Central Platte (RM 230-235) 2 2 
Lower Platte River, Cullom 
(New Pit) 0 0 

Lower Platte River, 
Plattsmouth Pit1 0 0 

Lower Platte River, Arps  
East Pit 0 0 

Lower Platte River, Arps 
West Pit 0 0 

Lower Platte River,  
Lux S&G1 6 6 

Lower Platte River, Western 
Fremont Pit1 6 5 

Lower Platte River, Ginger 
Cove Pit (Valley #11) 1 3 3 

Lower Platte River, Mallard 
Pit at Valley1 1 2 

Central Platte River, Central 
S&G, Grand Island 0 0 

North Platte River, Lake 
McConaughy, Dam to Vans E 127 107 

North Platte River, Lake 
McConaughy, Cedar View to 
W end 

0 0 

North Platte River, Lake 
McConaughy, S side Vans to 
W end 

3 33 

Elkhorn River, Central S&G 
Norfolk #92 2 2 

Elkhorn River, Pilger S&G, 
Norfolk Pit 0 0 

Central Platte River, Grigsby 
Pit 7 4 

Lower Platte River, Dolezal 
Pit East 0 0 
1Replicate survey was conducted first (outside of Census 
window) so second survey was used to calculate official state 
total. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



The 2006 International Piping Plover Breeding Census in Nebraska 
 

COUNTY/ 
REGION SITE NAME 

MAP 
# DATE 

BR 
PAIRS 

TOTAL 
ADULTS KM 

SITE 
DESCRIPTION 

PIPL 
HABITAT 

91 
CENSUS 

96 
CENSUS 

 01 
CENSUS OWN 

Boyd/Holt 
Niobrara River, Spencer Dam to 
Redbird Bridge 3 6/12 10 21 8.8 III F 5  Yes Yes Yes p 

Boyd/Holt/
Knox 

Niobrara River, Pischelville to 
Highway 12 5 6/14 26 54 12.5 III F 5 III F 5 Yes Yes Yes n.r. 

Boyd/Holt/
Knox 

Niobrara River, Redbird 
Bridge to Pischelville Bridge 4 6/15 10 23 9.3 III F 5  Yes Yes Yes p 

Brown/Rock/
Keya Paha 

Niobrara River, Norden Dam to 
Hwy 137 Bridge 1 6/13 5 11 49.8 III F 5 III F 5 Yes Yes Yes p 

Brown/Rock/
Keya Paha 

Niobrara River, Spencer Dam to 
hwy 137 2 6/13 32 95 64.4 III F 5 III F 5 Yes Yes Yes p 

Buffalo 
Central Platte River, Broadfoot's 
North of Minden - (Newark)  54 6/14 0 4 2.7 VII I 1 9 12 

VII I 1 9 
12  No Yes Yes p 

Buffalo 
Central Platte River, Broadfoot's 
West (Kearney South)  53 6/14 0 11 3.9 VII I 1 10 13  

VII I 1 9 
12  Yes Yes Yes p 

Buffalo 
Central Platte River, Elm Creek-
Paulson/Bluehole Sandpit 50 6/14 5 7 2.0 VII I 2 9 VII I 2  Yes Yes Yes p 

Buffalo 
Central Platte River, Mid-
Nebraska Aggregate-Minden 55 6/14 0 0 0.3 VII I 1   Yes Yes Yes p 

Buffalo 
Central Platte River, Sandy 
Channels/Johnson Pit 51 6/15 3 6 1.0 VII I 2  VII I 2  No Yes Yes p 

Buffalo 
Central Platte River, T&F Elm 
Creek 49 6/15 0 0 0.4 VII I 2 10   No No No p 

Buffalo Wells Pit 52 6/15 0 0 0.8   No No No p 
Buffalo/ 
Dawson 

Central Platte River (RM 229-
247) 48 6/9 0 2 29.0 III F 5 III F 5  Yes Yes Yes p 

Butler 
Lower Platte River, Bellwood 
Central S&G 67 6/12 0 4 n.r. VII A 9  VII A 9  No No No p 

Cass 
Lower Platte River, Cullom (New 
Pit) 85 6/19 0 0 n.r. VII A 9  Yes Yes Yes p 

Cass/Sarpy 
Lower Platte River, Plattsmouth 
Pit 86 6/19 0 0 1.0 VII A 9   Yes Yes Yes p 

Cass/Sarpy 
Lower Platte River, Plattsmouth 
to Salt Creek Mouth 87 6/12 0 2 41.9 III F 5 III F 5  Yes Yes Yes p 

Colfax Lower Platte River, Arps East Pit 70 6/12 0 0 n.r. VII A 9   Yes Yes Yes p 
 

 



The 2006 International Piping Plover Breeding Census in Nebraska 
(Continued) 

 

COUNTY/ 
REGION SITE NAME 

MAP 
# DATE 

BR 
PAIRS 

TOTAL 
ADULTS KM 

SITE 
DESCRIPTION 

PIPL 
HABITAT 

91 
CENSUS 

96 
CENSUS 

 01 
CENSUS OWN 

Colfax Lower Platte River, Arps Pit 69 6/12 0 10 n.r. VII A 9 VII A 9  Yes Yes Yes p 

Colfax Lower Platte River, Arps West Pit 68 6/12 0 0 n.r. VII A 10   Yes Yes Yes p 
Cuming Elkhorn River, West Point (Stalp) 10 6/5 0 9 n.r. VII A 9 VII A 9  Yes Yes Yes p 

Dawson 
Central Platte River, Lexington 
Sandpit 45 6/15 2 7 0.5 VII A I 2 0  VII I 2  No No Yes p 

Dawson 
Central Platte River, Overton S&G, 
Overton Pit 47 6/15 0 0 0.5 VII I 2 9  Yes Yes Yes p 

Dawson 
Central Platte River, Paulsen Pit - 
Lexington 46 6/15 1 1 0.5 VII I 2 10  VII I 2  Yes Yes Yes p 

Dawson 
Upper Platte River, Kirkpatrick's 
Sanpit 41 6/8 0 0 3.2 VIII E 1   Yes Yes Yes p 

Dawson 
Upper Platte River, Koch's South - 
Cozad Pit 43 6/7 3 6 n.r. VIII E 1   Yes Yes Yes p 

Dawson 
Upper Platte River, Overton S&G, 
Lexington Pit 44 6/15 0 0 0.8 VIII   Yes Yes Yes p 

Dawson Upper Platte River, Potter Pond 40 6/8 0 0 n.r. VIII E 2   Yes Yes Yes p 

Dawson 
Upper Platte River, Willow Island 
Sandpitt 42 6/7 0 0 n.r. VIII E 1   No Yes No p 

Deuel 
South Platte River, Big Springs 
Gravel pit 20 6/3 0 0 n.r. n.r.  No Yes Yes p 

Dodge 
Elkhorn River, Lyman Richey 
Fremont Pit (#47) 11 6/13 0 1 0.2 VII A 9  VII A 9  No No Yes p 

Dodge Lower Platte River, Lux S&G 71 6/12 1 6 0.2 VII A 9  VII A 9  No Yes Yes p 

Dodge 
Lower Platte River, Western 
Fremont Pit 74 6/1 0 6 0.8 VII A 9  VII A 9  Yes Yes Yes p 

Douglas 
Lower Platte River, All Spec 
(Venice Pit) 78 6/14 0 0 n.r. VII A 9   No No Yes p 

Douglas 
Lower Platte River, Ginger Cove Pit 
(Valley #11) 75 6/14 0 3 0.9 VII A 9  VII A 9  Yes Yes Yes p 
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96 
CENSUS 

 01 
CENSUS OWN 

Douglas 
Lower Platte River, Lyman Richie 
S&G (Waterloo #40 Pit) 77 6/14 0 0 n.r. VII A 9   No Yes Yes p 

Douglas 
Lower Platte River, Mallard Pit at 
Valley 76 6/14 1 2 0.6 VII A 9  VII A 9  No Yes Yes p 

Garden 
North Platte River, Lewellen Gravel 
Pit 19 6/14 0 0 0.8 VII A 9   No Yes Yes p 

Hall 
Central Platte River, Central S&G, 
Grand Island 61 6/14 0 0 1.4 VII I 1 9  No No Yes p 

Hall 
Central Platte River, Hooker Bros. 
S&G, Grand Island (South)  59 6/12 0 0 1.4 VII A I 1 9   No Yes Yes p 

Hall 
Central Platte River, Hooker Bros. 
S&G, Grand Island (West) 58 6/12 0 0 1.0 VII A I 1 9   Yes Yes Yes p 

Hall 
Central Platte River, Island S&G, 
Grand Island 60 6/12 0 0 0.8 VII A I 1 9   No Yes Yes p 

Hall 
Central Platte River, Lilley's in 
Prosser 56 6/14 0 0 1.0 VIII I 1   No No Yes p 

Hall Deweese- Alda 57 6/14 0 0 0.8 VII I 1   No No No p 
Hamilton Central Platte River, Mowitz Pit 65 6/8 0 6 n.r. VII A 9 VII A 9  No No No p 
Howard North Loup River, St. Paul Pit 14 6/5 0 10 0.8 VII A 9  VII A 9  No Yes Yes p 
Howard North Loup River, Tri-County S&G 13 6/5 0 0 0.5 VII A 9   No Yes Yes p 
Howard/ 
Nance/ 
Merrick 

Loup River, Loup Diversion to 
North Loup Mouth 15 6/6 3 6 54.8 III F 5 III F 5  Yes Yes Yes p 

Keith 

North Platte River, Lake 
McConaughy, Arthur Bay to Sandy 
Beach  21 6/12 10 32 6.4 VI A 1 VI A  Yes Yes Yes p 

Keith 
North Platte River, Lake 
McConaughy, Cedar Vue to W end 22 6/5 0 0 6.4 VI A   Yes Yes Yes p 

Keith 
North Platte River, Lake 
McConaughy, Dam to Arthur Bay 23 6/5 30 63 6.4 VI A 12  VI A Yes Yes Yes p 

Keith 
North Platte River, Lake 
McConaughy, Dam to Vans E 24 6/5 48 127 16.1 VI A  VI A Yes Yes Yes p 
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Keith 

North Platte River, Lake 
McConaughy, Lemoyne to Spring 
Park 25 6/13 27 52 8.0 VI A 12  VI A Yes Yes Yes p 

Keith 

North Platte River, Lake 
McConaughy, S Dam to Ogallala 
Beach 26 6/7 0 0 11.3 VI A  Yes Yes Yes p 

Keith 
North Platte River, Lake 
McConaughy, S side Vans to W end 27 6/7 16 33 5.3 VI A 1 12 VI A Yes Yes Yes p 

Keith 

North Platte River, Lake 
McConaughy, Sandy Beach to 
Lemoyne 28 6/12 13 31 6.4 VI A 12  VI A Yes Yes Yes p 

Keith 

North Platte River, Lake 
McConaughy, Spring Park to Cedar 
Vue 29 6/13 13 25 8.0 VI A 12  VI A Yes Yes Yes p 

Keith 

North Platte River, Lake 
McConaughy, Spring Park to 
Sandpit 30 6/13 7 25 5.6 VI A 12  VI A Yes Yes Yes p 

Keith 
South Platte River, Anderson S&G, 
Paxton Pit 35 6/8 0 0 0.3 VII A 9  No No Yes p 

Keith 
South Platte River, Anderson S&G, 
Roscoe Pit 34 6/8 0 0 0.3 VII A 9  No Yes Yes p 

Keith South Platte River, Brule Sand Pit 32 6/3 0 0 n.r. VII A 9  No Yes Yes p 
Keith South Platte River, Brule to Roscoe 31 6/3 0 0 24.1 III F 5  No Yes Yes p 

Keith 
South Platte River, Ogallala Ready 
Mix/Paulson's S&G 33 6/6 0 0 0.3 VII A 9  No No Yes p 

Lincoln 
South Platte River, Sutherland Pit 
(Anderson S&G) 37 6/8 0 0 0.4 VII A 9  No Yes Yes p 

Lincoln 
South Platte River, Whitney S&G, 
Sutherland Pit 36 6/8 0 0 0.4 VII A 9  No No Yes p 

Lincoln 
Upper Platte River, Lexington 
Bridge to N. Platte Diversion 38 6/8 1 2 1.6 III E 2   Yes Yes Yes s(p) 

Lincoln Upper Platte River, Maxwell Pit 39 6/8 0 0 0.2 VIII E 2   Yes Yes Yes p 
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Madison 
Elkhorn River, Central S&G 
Norfolk #92 6 6/5 1 2 1.4 VII A 9  VII A 9  No Yes Yes p 

Madison 
Elkhorn River, Pilger S&G, 
Norfolk Pit 7 6/5 0 0 1.2 VII A 9  Yes Yes Yes p 

Merrick Central Platte River, Clarks Pit 66 6/12 0 0 n.r. VII A 9  No No No p 
Merrick Central Platte River, Grigsby Pit  63 6/6 0 7 0.6 VII A 9  VII A 9  No No Yes p 

Merrick 
Central Platte River, Hamilton 
County S&G 64 6/6 0 0 n.r. VII A 9   No No No p 

Merrick 
Central Platte River, Hooker 
Bros. S&G, Grand Island (East)  62 6/12 0 0 1.6 VII I 1 9   No No No p 

Nance Loup River, Loup Diversion 16 6/6 0 4 1.6 VII A 9  VII A 9  Yes Yes Yes p 

Platte 
Loup River, Central S&G, 
Genoa Pit 17 6/6 0 9 1.6 VII A 9 VII A 9  Yes Yes Yes s/p 

Platte Loup River, Stempek Pit 18 6/6 0 0 0.1 VII A 9   No No Yes p 

Sarpy 
Lower Platte River, Linoma 
Beach Pit 82 6/14 0 0 n.r. VII A 9   No No No p 

Sarpy 
Lower Platte River, Western 
S&G at Louisville Pit 84 6/13 0 4 0.4 VII A 9  VII A 9  Yes Yes Yes p 

Sarpy/Saunders/
Dodge/Colflax/
Douglas/Platte 

Lower Platte River, Elkhorn 
River Mouth to Loup River 
Mouth 81 6/12 0 8 112.6 III F 5  III F 5  Yes Yes Yes p 

Saunders Lower Platte River, Bluff Pit 73 6/12 0 0 0.2 VII A 9   Yes Yes Yes s/p 

Saunders 
Lower Platte River, Dolezal Pit 
East 72 6/12 0 0 0.5 VII A 9   No No Yes p 

Saunders 

Lower Platte River, Lyman-
Ritchey S&G, Western Ashland 
Pit 80 6/13 0 0 2.0 VII A 9   No No Yes p 

Saunders/Sarpy/
Cass 

Lower Platte River, Salt Creek 
Mouth to Elkhorn River Mouth 83 6/12 0 4 11.3 III F 5  III F 5  Yes Yes Yes n.r. 

Saunders 
Lower Platte River, Western 
North Pit (Big Sandy) 79 6/12 0 3 4.0 VII A 9 VII A 9  Yes Yes Yes p 

Stanton 
Elkhorn River, Pilger S&G, 
Pilger Pit 8 6/19 0 0 0.8 VII A 9  Yes Yes Yes p 
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Valley 
North Loup River, Ulrich S&G 
(East) 12 6/8 0 2 0.5 VII A 9  VII A 9  Yes Yes Yes p 

Washington/ 
Douglas/Sarpy/ 
Stanton/Dodge/
Cuming 

Elkhorn River, Mouth to N 
Fork Elkhorn River Mouth 9 6/5 0 3 148.4 III F 5 III F 5 Yes Yes Yes s/p 

                          
  Off-Missouri River Subtotal   267 7491 695.6       
  Missouri River Subtotal     66 1801 14.2       

Total    333 9291 709.8       
1This total is the “high count”; since two surveys were conducted at some sites for the detectability study, this total includes the highest count at each site. 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Christine Thody [cthody2@unlnotes.unl.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, January 27, 2009 9:23 AM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: data sheet
Attachments: Census sheet 2007 (data).xls

Hi Melissa, 

I'm glad you'll be able to come to the meeting. I'll send you a full agenda about a week before the meeting. 

I have attached a simple data sheet that we use, particularly for volunteers. 

See you soon. 

Chris 

(See attached file: Census sheet 2007 (data).xls) 

Chris Thody, Outreach Coordinator 

Tern and Plover Conservation Partnership 

153D Hardin Hall 

3310 Holdrege Street 

Lincoln, NE 68583-0931 

402-472-8741 

Visit our website at http://ternandplover.unl.edu 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 2009 3:54 PM
To: Frame, Gail
Subject: FW: HP#0804&127&01 & FERC Relicensing of Loup Power District

 
From: Dolberg, Jill [mailto:jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov]  

Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 2009 2:10 PM 
To: Madson, Michael J. 

Subject: RE: HP#0804,127,01 , FERC Relicensing of Loup Power District 

Mike,  
  
I agree that the APE for this project is, in our opinion, the area within the licensed Project Boundary.  I apologize for the 
confusion. 
  
Jill Dolberg 
Review and Compliance Coordinator 
Nebraska State Historic Preservation Office 
 

From: Madson, Michael J. [mailto:Michael.Madson@hdrinc.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 2009 1:38 PM 
To: Dolberg, Jill 

Cc: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha) 

Subject: HP#0804,127,01 , FERC Relicensing of Loup Power District 

Jill � Thank you for sending your letter of January 23 agreeing to the APE proposed in a letter from Loup Power 

District President Neal Suess on January 5. I think some clarification is in order however to avoid any future 

misunderstanding regarding the extent of the APE. 

 

Mr. Suess' letter stated that "As recommended by the Commission, the District proposes to establish the project 

area of potential effects (APE) as required under 36 CFR 800.4 and defined in 36 CFR 800.16 as the area shown 

in the PAD document (See attached from the PAD: Figure 4�1, 14 sheets) and labeled as the Approximate 

Project Boundary. The area within that boundary encompasses the entirety of the District’s holdings that are 

subject to the relicensing effort described in the PAD." We specifically targeted the area within the footprint 

shown on the attached figures (to the January 5 letter) as the Project Boundary currently licensed by FERC.  

The District holds other properties outside of this area that are not related to the current FERC license or the 

relicensing effort, including economic development properties and an administrative building in Columbus. 

 

Your response stated that SHPO agreed "that the APE correctly encompasses all of the District's holdings" 

without specifically targeting the area subject to the relicensing effort. Please clarify that the APE for this 

project is, in the opinion of the SHPO, the area within the licensed Project Boundary. This clarification is 

necessary to avoid future misunderstanding about need for historic property identification on District properties 

that are not related to the relicensing effort. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mike 

Michael J. Madson, M.S., RPA  
Professional Associate 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Robert_Harms@fws.gov
Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 2009 8:01 AM
To: Pillard, Matt; Waldow, George
Subject: Loup PAD and SD

Importance: High

 
George/Matt: 

 
The FWS is in the process of preparing written comments on the Preapplication Document (PAD) 

and Scoping Document (SD) for the Loup relicensing action.  We have also provided some study 
suggestions/comments 

in our letter.   2 questions for you--we are planning to submit our written 
comments on the PAD and SD to Kimberly Bose of FERC by February 10--is that the deadline or 

is February 20 the deadline for comments?  Also, I was under the impression that Loup, HDR, 
and the agencies were going to meet in February/March 2009 time frame to further discuss 
study plans including how the study requests meet the 7 FERC criteria.  At this point, I had 

not planned to discuss how the study plans discussed in the PAD and SD meet the 
7 FERC criteria in our current letter. 

 
 

 
Bob 

 
Robert R. Harms 

Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
203 West Second Street 

Grand Island, Nebraska 68801 
Phone: 308-382-6468, Extension 17 

Fax: 308-384-8835 
robert_harms@fws.gov 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Sent: Thursday, February 05, 2009 11:42 AM
To: Frame, Gail
Subject: FW: Loup Power District Relicensing * SD1 Errata Notice
Attachments: FERC.090204.errata_notice.pdf

From: Pillard, Matt  

Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 2009 4:48 PM 
To: Mike_LeValley@fws.gov; mark_weekley@nps.gov; frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; gene.zuerlein@nebraska.gov; 

kristal.stoner@nebraska.gov; john.bender@nebraska.gov; marty.link@ndeq.state.ne.us; NeDoJ@ago.ne.gov; 
jeff.schuckman@nebraska.gov; jeff_runge@fws.gov; robert_harms@fws.gov; barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; 

abaum@upperloupnrd.org; angie_tornes@nps.gov; randy_thoreson@nps.gov; bpuschendorf@nebraskahistory.org; 

Rex.Amack@nebraska.gov; lori.moore@nema.ne.gov; jangell@dnr.ne.gov; agr.webmaster@nebraska.gov; 
jay.ringenberg@ndeq.state.ne.us; mike.linder@ndeq.state.ne.us; pjsoenks@usgs.gov; rswanson@usgs.gov; 

mkuzila1@unl.edu; david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; dozman@usgs.gov; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; steve.chick@ne.usda.gov; 
pcclerk@megavision.com; pchwy@megavision.com; cityadmin@cablene.com; bczoning@frontiernet.net; 

cityadmin@cablene.com; rbishop@cpnrd.org; mark@cpnrd.org; jhdnfldt@inebraska.com; jwinkler@papionrd.org; 

lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; jmmoser@megavision.com; jmangi@columbusne.us; cgenoa@cablene.com; cgenoa@cablene.com; 
monroe@megavision.com; monroe@megavision.com; calms@neb.rr.com; danno@nohva.com; mbrown9@unl.edu; 

provost@huntel.net; rtrudell@santeedakota.org; jblackhawk@aol.com; pawneenationpres@hotmail.com; 
omndn@yahoo.com; CoraJones@bia.gov; rverhoeff@lpsnrd.org; butchk@nctc.net; mohler@nctc.net; 

jmsunne@nppd.com; dave.tunink@nebraska.gov; rbzelt@usgs.gov; John_Cochnar@fws.gov; Martha_Tacha@fws.gov; 
jalexand@usgs.gov; Engelbert, Pat; Engel, John; Pillard, Matt; jjshadl@nppd.com; rziola@loup.com; 

Greg_Wingfield@fws.gov; cothern.joe@epa.gov; justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; 

santin@hamilton.net; tpetr@loup.com; rziola@loup.com; nsuess@loup.com; arobak@loup.com; jfrear@loup.com; 
Waldow, George; Grennan, Dennis E.; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Sigler, Bill; King, Wendy; bdietsch@usgs.gov; 

mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; athompson@gp.usbr.gov; bpuschendorf@nebraskahistory.org; kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; 
mdrain@cnppid.com; donald_anderson@fws.gov; rswanson@usgs.gov; matt_schwarz@fws.gov; jeddins@achp.gov; 

kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; peggy.harding@ferc.gov; Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; 

djjarecke@clarkswb.net; al.berndt@nebraska.gov; dave_carlson@fws.gov; astuthman@leg.ne.gov; ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; 
clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; adubas@leg.ne.gov; White, Stephanie; houghton@winnebagotribe.com; Kim.Nguyen@ferc.gov; 

chairmanrhodd@ponca.com; June_Deweese@fws.gov; don_simpson@blm.gov; mark.ivy@ferc.gov; 
nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; david.turner@ferc.gov; jdolberg@nebraskahistory.org; prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; 

Nicholas_Chevance@nps.gov; Robert.Dach@noaa.gov; cox@columbusne.us 
Cc: Neal Suess; Ron Ziola; Jim Frear (jfrear@loup.com); Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Waldow, George; Engelbert, Pat; 

Sigler, Bill 

Subject: Loup Power District Relicensing > SD1 Errata Notice 

Loup Power District wanted to inform you that FERC is issuing an errata to SD1 that clarifies the deadline for comments 
on the PAD, SD1 and for study requests is February 10. See the attached notice. 

  

Thank you. 

  

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114*4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Sent: Friday, February 06, 2009 6:31 AM
To: Frame, Gail
Subject: FW: Loup Power District Relicensing ) Notice of Meetings

From: Pillard, Matt  

Sent: Thursday, February 05, 2009 3:52 PM 
To: tprovost@omahatribeepd.com; rtrudell@santeedakota.org; jblackhawk@aol.com; omndn@yahoo.com; 

mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; chairmanrhodd@ponca.com; calms@neb.rr.com; danno@nohva.com; mbrown9@unl.edu; 
prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; Mike_LeValley@fws.gov; mark_weekley@nps.gov; jeff_runge@fws.gov; 

robert_harms@fws.gov; barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; angie_tornes@nps.gov; randy_thoreson@nps.gov; 

pjsoenks@usgs.gov; dozman@usgs.gov; CoraJones@bia.gov; rbzelt@usgs.gov; John_Cochnar@fws.gov; 
Martha_Tacha@fws.gov; jalexand@usgs.gov; cothern.joe@epa.gov; Greg_Wingfield@fws.gov; bdietsch@usgs.gov; 

athompson@gp.usbr.gov; donald_anderson@fws.gov; matt_schwarz@fws.gov; rswanson@usgs.gov; 
Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; jeddins@achp.gov; kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; 

dave_carlson@fws.gov; June_Deweese@fws.gov; don_simpson@blm.gov; rldach@yahoo.com; 
Nicholas_Chevance@nps.gov; pcclerk@megavision.com; pchwy@megavision.com; cityadmin@cablene.com; 

bczoning@frontiernet.net; cityadmin@cablene.com; jmmoser@megavision.com; jmangi@columbusne.us; 

cgenoa@cablene.com; cgenoa@cablene.com; monroe@megavision.com; monroe@megavision.com; 
santin@hamilton.net; djjarecke@clarkswb.net; cox@columbusne.us; frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; 

gene.zuerlein@nebraska.gov; rick.sneider@nebraska.gov; john.bender@nebraska.gov; marty.link@nebraska.gov; 
jeff.schuckman@nebraska.gov; bpuschendorf@nebraskahistory.org; Rex.Amack@nebraska.gov; 

lori.moore@nema.ne.gov; jangell@dnr.ne.gov; agr.webmaster@nebraska.gov; jay.ringenberg@ndeq.state.ne.us; 

mike.linder@ndeq.state.ne.us; rswanson@usgs.gov; mkuzila1@unl.edu; david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; 
steve.chick@ne.usda.gov; dave.tunink@nebraska.gov; justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; 

bpuschendorf@nebraskahistory.org; al.berndt@nebraska.gov; jdolberg@nebraskahistory.org; abaum@upperloupnrd.org; 
jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; rbishop@cpnrd.org; mark@cpnrd.org; jhdnfldt@inebraska.com; jwinkler@papionrd.org; 

lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; rverhoeff@lpsnrd.org; butchk@nctc.net; mohler@nctc.net; jmsunne@nppd.com; jjshadl@nppd.com; 
kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; mdrain@cnppid.com; jon.bruning@ago.ne.gov; astuthman@leg.ne.gov; 

ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; adubas@leg.ne.gov 

Cc: Kim.Nguyen@ferc.gov; peggy.harding@ferc.gov; david.turner@ferc.gov; nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; 
mark.ivy@ferc.gov; rziola@loup.com; tpetr@loup.com; nsuess@loup.com; arobak@loup.com; jfrear@loup.com; 

Engelbert, Pat; Engel, John; Waldow, George; Grennan, Dennis E.; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Sigler, Bill; White, 
Stephanie 

Subject: Loup Power District Relicensing = Notice of Meetings 

Good Afternoon. 
  

Loup Power District has identified date(s) for the Study Plan Meeting(s) to discuss and seek  consensus on the 

proposed study plan for relicensing the Loup River Hydroelectric Project (FERC Project No. 1256). The Districts’ 

Proposed Study Plan will be issued by March 27, 2009 and will provide details of the studies proposed by the 

District in the PAD as well as details of any studies requested by stakeholders.   

Study Plan Meeting Details:  

April 21, 2009 

9:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

Holiday Inn Express 

524 E 23
rd

 St, Columbus 

 

FERC representatives will be in attendance at the meeting.   The meeting will also be available by 

teleconference.   
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Lunch will be provided so we ask that you let us know how many people to expect from your agency. Please 

RSVP to Angell Robak, Loup Power District at arobak@loup.com or (402) 564-3171, ext. 275. 

 

If needed, follow-up meetings will be held in Columbus on May 28 and July 1 from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM to 

continue study plan issue resolution. Please mark your calendars. 

  

If you do not wish to receive future emails regarding the Loup Power District Relicensing effort, plus let me 

know and we'll get you removed from this distribution list. 

  

Thanks. 

  

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114)4098  

Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  

Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Thursday, February 05, 2009 1:50 PM
To: Frame, Gail
Subject: FW: Loup Power District Relicensing % SD1 Errata Notice

From: Stoner, kristal [mailto:kristal.stoner@nebraska.gov]  

Sent: Thursday, February 05, 2009 1:47 PM 
To: Pillard, Matt 

Subject: RE: Loup Power District Relicensing - SD1 Errata Notice 

Matt, 

  

Please take me off the mailing list.  I switched jobs, so the Loup Relicensing is no longer my responsibility.  You should 

probably add Rick Schneider as the new contact in my place. 

  

Kristal Stoner 

Wildlife Diversity Program Manager 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 

2200 N 33rd Street, Lincoln, NE 68503 

kristal.stoner@nebraska.gov 

402-471-5444 

  

***Note new email address*** 

From: Pillard, Matt [Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, February 04, 2009 4:47 PM 

To: Mike_LeValley@fws.gov; Weekley, Mark; Albrecht, Frank; Zuerlein, Gene; Stoner, kristal; Bender, John; Link, Marty; 
AGO - Department of Justice; Schuckman, Jeff; jeff_runge@fws.gov; robert_harms@fws.gov; 

barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; abaum@upperloupnrd.org; angie_tornes@nps.gov; randy_thoreson@nps.gov; 
bpuschendorf@nebraskahistory.org; Amack, Rex; lori.moore@nema.ne.gov; Angell, Jean; Nebraska Department of 

Agriculture; Ringenberg, Jay; Linder, Mike; pjsoenks@usgs.gov; rswanson@usgs.gov; mkuzila1@unl.edu; Jundt, David; 

dozman@usgs.gov; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; steve.chick@ne.usda.gov; pcclerk@megavision.com; Platte County Hwy Supt - 
Liss; cityadmin@cablene.com; bczoning@frontiernet.net; cityadmin@cablene.com; rbishop@cpnrd.org; mark@cpnrd.org; 

jhdnfldt@inebraska.com; jwinkler@papionrd.org; lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; jmmoser@megavision.com; 
jmangi@columbusne.us; cgenoa@cablene.com; cgenoa@cablene.com; monroe@megavision.com; 

monroe@megavision.com; calms@neb.rr.com; danno@nohva.com; mbrown9@unl.edu; provost@huntel.net; 

rtrudell@santeedakota.org; jblackhawk@aol.com; pawneenationpres@hotmail.com; omndn@yahoo.com; 
CoraJones@bia.gov; rverhoeff@lpsnrd.org; butchk@nctc.net; mohler@nctc.net; jmsunne@nppd.com; Tunink, Dave; 

rbzelt@usgs.gov; John_Cochnar@fws.gov; Martha_Tacha@fws.gov; jalexand@usgs.gov; Engelbert, Pat; Engel, John; 
Pillard, Matt; jjshadl@nppd.com; rziola@loup.com; Greg_Wingfield@fws.gov; cothern.joe@epa.gov; Lavene, Justin; 

Wickham, Bobbie; santin@hamilton.net; tpetr@loup.com; rziola@loup.com; nsuess@loup.com; arobak@loup.com; 
jfrear@loup.com; Waldow, George; Grennan, Dennis E.; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Sigler, Bill; King, Wendy; 

bdietsch@usgs.gov; mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; athompson@gp.usbr.gov; bpuschendorf@nebraskahistory.org; 

kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; mdrain@cnppid.com; donald_anderson@fws.gov; rswanson@usgs.gov; 
matt_schwarz@fws.gov; jeddins@achp.gov; kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; peggy.harding@ferc.gov; 

Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; djjarecke@clarkswb.net; Berndt, Al; dave_carlson@fws.gov; 
Arnie Stuthman; ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; Chris Langemeier; Annette Dubas; White, Stephanie; 

houghton@winnebagotribe.com; Kim.Nguyen@ferc.gov; chairmanrhodd@ponca.com; June_Deweese@fws.gov; 

don_simpson@blm.gov; mark.ivy@ferc.gov; nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; david.turner@ferc.gov; 
jdolberg@nebraskahistory.org; prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; Nicholas_Chevance@nps.gov; Robert.Dach@noaa.gov; 

cox@columbusne.us 
Cc: Neal Suess; Ron Ziola; Jim Frear (jfrear@loup.com); Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Waldow, George; Engelbert, Pat; 
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Sigler, Bill 

Subject: Loup Power District Relicensing - SD1 Errata Notice 

Loup Power District wanted to inform you that FERC is issuing an errata to SD1 that clarifies the deadline for comments 
on the PAD, SD1 and for study requests is February 10. See the attached notice. 

  

Thank you. 

  

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 
HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 
8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114%4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  

 
  



















 

February 10, 2009 
 
William McDonald 
US Department of Interior, Bureau of Reclamation 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
Dear McDonald; 
 
Loup Power District has identified date(s) for the Study Plan Meeting(s) to discuss and seek consensus 
on the proposed study plan for relicensing the Loup River Hydroelectric Project (FERC Project No. 
1256). The Districts’ Proposed Study Plan will be issued by March 27, 2009 and will provide details of 
the studies proposed by the District in the PAD as well as details of any studies requested by 
stakeholders.  

Study Plan Meeting Details: 
April 21, 2009 
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
Holiday Inn Express 
524 E 23rd St, Columbus 

FERC representatives will be in attendance at the meeting.  The meeting will also be available by 
teleconference.  

Lunch will be provided so we ask that you let us know how many people to expect from your agency. 
Please RSVP to Angell Robak, Loup Power District at arobak@loup.com or (402) 564-3171, ext. 275. 

If needed, follow-up meetings will be held in Columbus on May 28 and July 1 from 9:00 AM to 5:00 
PM to continue study plan issue resolution. Please mark your calendars. 

The Integrated Licensing Process (ILP) is a very fast moving process with strict deadlines; to minimize 
delay in transmitting information to Relicensing Participants the District is requesting e-mail addresses 
from all participants to expedite the flow of information.  Please send an email to 
matt.pillard@hdrinc.com to receive future communication via e-mail.  If you do not wish to receive 
future mailings, please respond accordingly.   

Sincerely, 

 

Lisa M. Richardson 
Project Manager 

mailto:arobak@loup.com




 
 
 
 
 
February 19, 2009 
 
 Mr. Brian Dunnigan 
Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 
301 Centennial Mall South 
P.O. Box 94676 
Lincoln, NE  68509-4676 
 
RE: Loup Power District Hydroelectric Project 
 
Dear Brian: 
 
I am writing to request a one-on-one meeting with you to discuss unresolved issues related to the 
District’s hydroelectric relicensing as well as other water rights administration issues that the 
District and the DNR staff have previously discussed. To date, our efforts to schedule a meeting 
and resolve these issues have been unsuccessful and I would like to meet with you to discuss 
how the District and the DNR can work together to get these issues resolved. After our one-on-
one meeting, I propose a meeting between our respective staffs to work out the details on the 
issues.   
 
The District is committed to working with all agencies to resolve issues related to relicensing as 
well as non-relicensing issues. Further, we have a long-standing relationship with the DNR and 
we will be working with your agency well beyond the relicensing effort. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact me (402) 564-3171, ext. 268.    
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
Neal Suess 
President/CEO 
 
cc:  Lisa Richardson, HDR 
   Ron Ziola, LPD 
 
s:\Hydro Relicensing\DNR-dunnigan_letter-Feb09 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Damgaard, Quinn V.
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2009 9:22 AM
To: John.Bender@NDEQ.State.NE.US
Cc: Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Subject: Request: LPD Fish Kill Individual Reporting Sheets

  
John: 
 
In the text you provided Mr. Matt Pillard in July 2008 (below) you referenced individual 
reporting sheets concerning project-related fish kills.  To my knowledge, neither HDR nor LPD 
has requested these to date.  This information may now prove valuable and your transmittal of 
this info would be appreciated at your earliest convenience. 
 
Thanks for your continued assistance on the LPD Relicensing Project. 
 
Quinn Damgaard 
Environmental Scientist 
HDR Engineering, Inc. 
8404 Indian Hills Drive 
Omaha, NE  68114-4049 
Phone: 402.399.1041 
Fax: 402.399.1111 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: John.Bender@NDEQ.State.NE.US [mailto:John.Bender@NDEQ.State.NE.US] 
Sent: Thursday, July 03, 2008 2:46 PM 
To: Pillard, Matt 
Subject: Re: Loup Power District Hydro Project - June 25 Agency Meeting Notes 
 
Matt, 
 
Here is the information I promised.  The file with fish kill info is just a summary of those 
involving the Power Canal, the Loup River below the diversion, Tail Race, and Lakes Babcock 
and North.  Not included is info on kills in the Platte River around Columbus because all of 
them were above the Tail Race confluence.  There are individual reporting sheets on each kill 
if you need them. 
 
I have also included the Integrated Reports from 2004, 2006 and 2008.  They are prepared 
every other year to satisfy both our 305b and 303d obligations.  The 303d (list of impaired 
waters ) is included within this 
report.   Listings of Part 4 or 5 are waters with problems.  Note that the 
most recent approved Report as far as EPA is concerned is our 2004 submittal.  They have yet 
to take action on the 2006 and 2008 submittals. 
However for our purposes, we view the 2008 Report as the one that guides our actions.  Look 
for the following entries: 
LO1-L0060, LO1-L0070, LO1-L0080, LO1-L0090, LO1-L0100; these are the Headgate ponds 1 thru 5 
(they may have been combined so that there are only two in existence, but this is how they 
are listed). 
LO1-10000, LO1-20000; Loup River segments below the diversion LO1-20200; this is the Power 
canal within the Loup Basin LP1-L0440, LP1-L0450; Lakes North and Babcock LP1-21800; Power 
canal within the Lower Platte Basin (include a portion of the tail race) MP1-10200; Power 
canal within the Middle Platte Basin (lower end of tail 
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race) 
(See attached file: LoupFishKills.xls)(See attached file: 2008 final IR.pdf)(See attached 
file: Draft 2006 Integrated Report.pdf)(See attached 
file: 2004 Integrated Report-final.pdf) 
 
John F. Bender 
Water Quality Standards Coordinator 
Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality 
402/471-4201 
 
 
                                                                            
             "Pillard, Matt"                                                
             <Matt.Pillard@hdr                                              
             inc.com>                                                   To  
                                       "Anna Baum"                          
             07/02/2008 04:00          <abaum@upperloupnrd.org>, "Barb      
             PM                        Friskopp"                            
                                       <barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil>  
                                       , "Bobbie Kriz-Wickham"              
                                       <bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov>,       
                                       "Butch Koehlmoos"                    
                                       <butchk@nctc.net>, "David Jundt"     
                                       <david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov>, "Frank    
                                       Albreicht"                           
                                       <frank.albreicht@ngpc.ne.gov>,       
                                       "Henry Santin"                       
                                       <santin@hamiliton.net>, "Jason       
                                       Alexander" <jalexand@usgs.gov>,      
                                       "Jean Angell" <jangell@dnr.ne.gov>,  
                                       "Joe Cothern"                        
                                       <cothern.joe@epa.gov>, "John         
                                       Bender"                              
                                       <john.bender@ndeq.state.ne.us>,      
                                       "Justin Lavene"                      
                                       <justin.lavene@nebraska.gov>,        
                                       "Lacie Andreason"                    
                                       <cgenoa@cablene.com>, "Mark          
                                       Czaplewski" <mark@cpnrd.org>,        
                                       "Randy Thoreson"                     
                                       <randy_thoreson@nps.gov>, "Richard   
                                       Hadenfeldt"                          
                                       <jhdnfldt@inebraska.com>, "Robert    
                                       Harms" <robert_harms@fws.gov>,       
                                       "Robert Puschendorf"                 
                                       <bpuschendorf@nebraskahistory.org>   
                                                                        cc  
                                                                            
                                                                   Subject  
                                       Loup Power District Hydro Project -  
                                       June 25 Agency Meeting Notes         
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Good afternoon! 
 
As the point of contact for your respective agency for the Loup Power District Hydro Project, 
please find attached a draft copy of the meeting notes and associated attachments. Please 
distribute as needed to your fellow agency representatives. 
 
If you have questions or comments on the meeting notes and/or attachments to the notes, 
please consolidate your agency's comments and send them to my attention on or before 12:00 
p.m. on Friday July 11, 2008. You can make your comments in track changes directly to the 
Microsoft Word document if you choose. A final version of the meeting notes will be placed on 
the Project web site (http://www.loup.com/relicense/) by Monday July 14, 2008. 
 
Also, for your information, I have attached two examples of final study requests from other 
relicensing projects. 
 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
Matt Pillard, AICP 
Environmental Planner 
 
 
HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 
 
 
8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114-4098 
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111 
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com 
 
 
 [attachment "nAgency.080625.Issues.doc" deleted by John Bender/NDEQ] [attachment 
"nAgency.080625_Attachments.pdf" deleted by John Bender/NDEQ] [attachment 
"Mystic.StudyRequest14.Recreation_Counts.pdf" deleted by John Bender/NDEQ] [attachment 
"Mystic.StudyRequest7_Temperature_Monitoring.pdf" 
deleted by John Bender/NDEQ] (Embedded image moved to file: pic15144.jpg) 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Neal Suess [nsuess@loup.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2009 1:26 PM
To: brian.dunnigan@nebraska.gov
Subject: Potential Meeting between Loup Power District Staff and DNR Staff

Brian: 

  

It has been several weeks since we had our meeting and I wanted to go ahead try to set up a meeting between our 

respective staffs (including you and I) to discuss various issues that we talked about in late February.  As I have 

said previously, it is my belief that the DNR and the District have many common goals and a meeting of our staff's 

could go along way to understanding our issues that we have.  These issues would include: 

  

1.    water rights on the Loup River 

2.    DNR concerns with the District's relicensing effort 

3.    other issues that have developed over the past several years 

  

We have looked at our calendars here at the District and we offer up the following dates for a potential meeting 

between us. 

  

April 6, Monday 

April 24, Friday 

April 27, Monday 

  

We would be willing to meet either here at our offices in Columbus or in Lincoln at your offices, whichever is most 

convenient for you.  If none of these dates work, we would be happy to look and see if we can find a convenient 

date that works for us in May. 

  

Thanks for your time in meeting with me the other day and I look forward to hearing from you on when we might be 

able to get together and discuss these issues. 

  

Neal Suess, P.E. 

Loup Power District 

P.O. Box 988 (2404 15th Street) 

Columbus, NE 6860290988 

Phone: 402956493171 

Fax: 402956490970 

Cell: 402991098979 

E9Mail: nsuess@loup.com 

  



 

 
 
March 26, 2009 
 
Ansley Griffin, Chairman 
Omaha Tribal Council 
Omaha Tribe of Nebraska 
P.O. Box 368 
Macy, NE 68039 
 
Reference:   Loup River Hydroelectric Project 

 Platte and Nance counties, Nebraska 
 FERC Project No. 1256 
 Docket No. P-1256-029 

 
  
Dear Mr. Griffin: 
 
On October 23, 2008, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) notified you 
about the Loup River Hydroelectric Project and invited you to participate in the 
relicensing process.  The Loup River Public Power District (District) has been tasked by 
FERC to develop various documents and studies that will assist their consideration of the 
relicensing application.  The District is also tasked to help coordinate consultation with 
interested parties and ensure appropriate communication with tribal staff; particularly 
with regard to the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106).  With this letter, I 
wish to extend to you the District’s invitation to participate in development and 
implementation of the studies to evaluate Project effects. The District submitted its 
Proposed Study Plan to FERC on March 27, 2009.  This plan includes details on all of the 
studies the District plans to conduct, including studies related natural and water 
resources, recreation and other land uses and cultural resources (including places of 
traditional cultural value, archaeological sites, and the historic built environment).   
 
Please notify me of your interest in participating in the studies.  If you have comments 
about the project, please notify me at your earliest convenience so that we may arrange 
for the kinds of communication and review procedures needed to fully accommodate 
your participation.  With your statement of participation, we can inform you of new 
developments and study products produced for the relicensing review, and we can 
provide opportunities to you to participate in meetings and the development of 
information leading to FERC’s decisions. 
 



 

If you have any questions about the project or the FERC-led review process, please do 
not hesitate to contact me at (402) 564-3171 ext. 268 or nsuess@loup.com.  We look 
forward to working with you throughout the relicensing effort and beyond.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Neal Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
 
 
CC:   Kim Nguyen, FERC  



 

 
 
March 26, 2009 
 
 
George Howell, President 
Pawnee Tribal Business Council 
P.O. Box 470 
Pawnee, OK 74058 
 
Reference:   Loup River Hydroelectric Project 

 Platte and Nance counties, Nebraska 
 FERC Project No. 1256 
 Docket No. P-1256-029 

 
  
Dear Mr. Howell: 
 
On October 23, 2008, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) notified you 
about the Loup River Hydroelectric Project and invited you to participate in the 
relicensing process.  The Loup River Public Power District (District) has been tasked by 
FERC to develop various documents and studies that will assist their consideration of the 
relicensing application.  The District is also tasked to help coordinate consultation with 
interested parties and ensure appropriate communication with tribal staff; particularly 
with regard to the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106).  With this letter, I 
wish to extend to you the District’s invitation to participate in development and 
implementation of the studies to evaluate Project effects. The District submitted its 
Proposed Study Plan to FERC on March 27, 2009.  This plan includes details on all of the 
studies the District plans to conduct, including studies related natural and water 
resources, recreation and other land uses and cultural resources (including places of 
traditional cultural value, archaeological sites, and the historic built environment).   
 
Please notify me of your interest in participating in the studies.  If you have comments 
about the project, please notify me at your earliest convenience so that we may arrange 
for the kinds of communication and review procedures needed to fully accommodate 
your participation.  With your statement of participation, we can inform you of new 
developments and study products produced for the relicensing review, and we can 
provide opportunities to you to participate in meetings and the development of 
information leading to FERC’s decisions. 
 



 

If you have any questions about the project or the FERC-led review process, please do 
not hesitate to contact me at (402) 564-3171 ext. 268 or nsuess@loup.com.  We look 
forward to working with you throughout the relicensing effort and beyond.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Neal Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
 
 
CC:   Kim Nguyen, FERC  



 

 
 
March 26, 2009 
 
Larry Wright, Jr., Chairperson 
Ponca Tribe of Nebraska 
P.O. Box 288 
Niobrara, NE 68760 
 
Reference:   Loup River Hydroelectric Project 

 Platte and Nance counties, Nebraska 
 FERC Project No. 1256 
 Docket No. P-1256-029 

 
  
Dear Mr. Wright: 
 
On October 23, 2008, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) notified you 
about the Loup River Hydroelectric Project and invited you to participate in the 
relicensing process.  The Loup River Public Power District (District) has been tasked by 
FERC to develop various documents and studies that will assist their consideration of the 
relicensing application.  The District is also tasked to help coordinate consultation with 
interested parties and ensure appropriate communication with tribal staff; particularly 
with regard to the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106).  We understand that 
you previously declined in writing on 10/29/08 to participate in the project. However, 
with this letter, I wish to extend to you the District’s invitation to participate in 
development and implementation of the studies to evaluate Project effects. The District 
submitted its Proposed Study Plan to FERC on March 27, 2009.  This plan includes 
details on all of the studies the District plans to conduct, including studies related natural 
and water resources, recreation and other land uses and cultural resources (including 
places of traditional cultural value, archaeological sites, and the historic built 
environment).   
 
Please notify me of your interest in participating in the studies.  If you have comments 
about the project, please notify me at your earliest convenience so that we may arrange 
for the kinds of communication and review procedures needed to fully accommodate 
your participation.  With your statement of participation, we can inform you of new 
developments and study products produced for the relicensing review, and we can 
provide opportunities to you to participate in meetings and the development of 
information leading to FERC’s decisions. 
 



 

If you have any questions about the project or the FERC-led review process, please do 
not hesitate to contact me at (402) 564-3171 ext. 268 or nsuess@loup.com.  We look 
forward to working with you throughout the relicensing effort and beyond.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Neal Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
 
 
CC:   Kim Nguyen, FERC  



 

 
 
March 26, 2009 
 
 
Trey Howe, Chairman 
Ponca Tribe of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 2, White Eagle Drive 
Ponca City, OK 74601 
 
Reference:   Loup River Hydroelectric Project 

 Platte and Nance counties, Nebraska 
 FERC Project No. 1256 
 Docket No. P-1256-029 

 
  
Dear Mr. Howe: 
 
On October 23, 2008, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) notified you 
about the Loup River Hydroelectric Project and invited you to participate in the 
relicensing process.  The Loup River Public Power District (District) has been tasked by 
FERC to develop various documents and studies that will assist their consideration of the 
relicensing application.  The District is also tasked to help coordinate consultation with 
interested parties and ensure appropriate communication with tribal staff; particularly 
with regard to the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106).  With this letter, I 
wish to extend to you the District’s invitation to participate in development and 
implementation of the studies to evaluate Project effects. The District submitted its 
Proposed Study Plan to FERC on March 27, 2009.  This plan includes details on all of the 
studies the District plans to conduct, including studies related natural and water 
resources, recreation and other land uses and cultural resources (including places of 
traditional cultural value, archaeological sites, and the historic built environment).   
 
Please notify me of your interest in participating in the studies.  If you have comments 
about the project, please notify me at your earliest convenience so that we may arrange 
for the kinds of communication and review procedures needed to fully accommodate 
your participation.  With your statement of participation, we can inform you of new 
developments and study products produced for the relicensing review, and we can 
provide opportunities to you to participate in meetings and the development of 
information leading to FERC’s decisions. 
 



 

If you have any questions about the project or the FERC-led review process, please do 
not hesitate to contact me at (402) 564-3171 ext. 268 or nsuess@loup.com.  We look 
forward to working with you throughout the relicensing effort and beyond.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Neal Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
 
 
CC:   Kim Nguyen, FERC  



 

 
 
March 26, 2009 
 
 
Roger Trudell, Chairman 
Santee Sioux Tribal Council 
Route 2 
Niobrara, NE 68760 
 
Reference:   Loup River Hydroelectric Project 

 Platte and Nance counties, Nebraska 
 FERC Project No. 1256 
 Docket No. P-1256-029 

 
  
Dear Mr. Trudell: 
 
On October 23, 2008, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) notified you 
about the Loup River Hydroelectric Project and invited you to participate in the 
relicensing process.  The Loup River Public Power District (District) has been tasked by 
FERC to develop various documents and studies that will assist their consideration of the 
relicensing application.  The District is also tasked to help coordinate consultation with 
interested parties and ensure appropriate communication with tribal staff; particularly 
with regard to the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106).  With this letter, I 
wish to extend to you the District’s invitation to participate in development and 
implementation of the studies to evaluate Project effects. The District submitted its 
Proposed Study Plan to FERC on March 27, 2009.  This plan includes details on all of the 
studies the District plans to conduct, including studies related natural and water 
resources, recreation and other land uses and cultural resources (including places of 
traditional cultural value, archaeological sites, and the historic built environment).   
 
Please notify me of your interest in participating in the studies.  If you have comments 
about the project, please notify me at your earliest convenience so that we may arrange 
for the kinds of communication and review procedures needed to fully accommodate 
your participation.  With your statement of participation, we can inform you of new 
developments and study products produced for the relicensing review, and we can 
provide opportunities to you to participate in meetings and the development of 
information leading to FERC’s decisions. 
 



 

If you have any questions about the project or the FERC-led review process, please do 
not hesitate to contact me at (402) 564-3171 ext. 268 or nsuess@loup.com.  We look 
forward to working with you throughout the relicensing effort and beyond.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Neal Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
 
 
CC:   Kim Nguyen, FERC  



 

 
 
March 26, 2009 
 
John Blackhawk, Chairman 
Winnebago Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 687 
Winnebago, NE 68071 
 
Reference:   Loup River Hydroelectric Project 

 Platte and Nance counties, Nebraska 
 FERC Project No. 1256 
 Docket No. P-1256-029 

 
  
Dear Mr. Blackhawk: 
 
On October 23, 2008, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) notified you 
about the Loup River Hydroelectric Project and invited you to participate in the 
relicensing process.  The Loup River Public Power District (District) has been tasked by 
FERC to develop various documents and studies that will assist their consideration of the 
relicensing application.  The District is also tasked to help coordinate consultation with 
interested parties and ensure appropriate communication with tribal staff; particularly 
with regard to the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106).  We understand that 
you previously declined in writing on 12/09/08 to participate in the project. However, 
with this letter, I wish to extend to you the District’s invitation to participate in 
development and implementation of the studies to evaluate Project effects. The District 
submitted its Proposed Study Plan to FERC on March 27, 2009.  This plan includes 
details on all of the studies the District plans to conduct, including studies related natural 
and water resources, recreation and other land uses and cultural resources (including 
places of traditional cultural value, archaeological sites, and the historic built 
environment).   
 
Please notify me of your interest in participating in the studies.  If you have comments 
about the project, please notify me at your earliest convenience so that we may arrange 
for the kinds of communication and review procedures needed to fully accommodate 
your participation.  With your statement of participation, we can inform you of new 
developments and study products produced for the relicensing review, and we can 
provide opportunities to you to participate in meetings and the development of 
information leading to FERC’s decisions. 
 



 

If you have any questions about the project or the FERC-led review process, please do 
not hesitate to contact me at (402) 564-3171 ext. 268 or nsuess@loup.com.  We look 
forward to working with you throughout the relicensing effort and beyond.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Neal Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
 
 
CC:   Kim Nguyen, FERC  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pavelka, Gregory A NWO [Gregory.A.Pavelka@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Monday, March 30, 2009 12:37 PM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Cc: Crane, Kelly A NWO
Subject: RE: Tern and Plover data and habitat
Attachments: FRLCGP.XLW.xls

Dear Melissa, 
  

    Billings was cold and snowy, but on the drive home through southeast Montana we were rewarded with views of lots of 

pronghorns and mule deer feeding down in the valleys. Attached is an Excel spreadsheet with tern and plover data for the 
Fort Randall, Lewis & Clark Lake and Gavins Point Sergments for 1986:2008. The spreadsheets are divided by segment 
and species. Kelly Crane, the Omaha District Emergent Sandbar Habitat Coordinator, will be able to provide you with data 
and designs for our ESH work. I have CCed her on this e:mail. Kelly's phone number is 402:995:2505. If you have any 
questions, please e:mail me or call me at 402:667:2581. 
  
Greg 
  

  

 

From: Marinovich, Melissa [mailto:Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com]  
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2009 7:06 AM 

To: Pavelka, Gregory A NWO 

Subject: RE: Tern and Plover data and habitat 

No problem. Enjoy your time in Montana. It’s my favorite state! 
 
Melissa 

From: Pavelka, Gregory A NWO [mailto:Gregory.A.Pavelka@usace.army.mil]  
Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2009 1:44 PM 

To: Marinovich, Melissa 
Subject: RE: Tern and Plover data and habitat 
 
Hi Melissa, 
  

    I will be out of town all next week attending a conference in Billings. I will get the data to you on Monday, March 30. 

Thanks for your patience. 
  
Greg 
  

 

From: Marinovich, Melissa [mailto:Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com]  

Sent: Friday, March 20, 2009 9:07 AM 

To: Pavelka, Gregory A NWO 
Subject: Tern and Plover data and habitat 

Hi Greg, 
 
I received your name from the NE Game and Parks Commission with regards to tern and plover data on the Missouri 
River. I also introduced myself to you at the Tern and Plover Meeting in February. I am currently involved in two projects 
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with potential tern and plover issues. The Nebraska Highway N:12 USACE EIS (Niobrara east and west) and the Loup 
Hydroelectric FERC Relicensing Project. A portion of my involvement in both of these projects is to develop biological 
assessments for the projects. I am also helping to develop study plans on the Loup project. We are currently in the 
process of collecting tern and plover census/bird/nest count data for the last 22 years on all of the Nebraska rivers and 
was told you were the keeper of all data from the Missouri River. Could you please share the nest/bird count data for terns 
and plovers that has been collected on the Missouri River between Fort Randall to below Gavins Point from 1987:2008?  
 
We are also attempting to collect as much information as possible on available/suitable tern and plover habitat. I know the 
USACE has been working to mechanically create/restore habitat in the Missouri River. Are there any papers or is there 
any information that you could provide regarding habitat measurements, requirements and amount of habitat available in 
the afore mentioned reaches of the Missouri River? 
 
We hope to develop meaningful studies based on the most recent and best available information. Your assistance in 
these endeavors is much appreciated. I understand the sensitive nature of the information and would like to assure you 
that this information will be used for analytical purposes only and location specific data will not be published without the 
permission of the USACE.  
 
Thank you for taking some time to talk with me at the meeting in February and I look forward to speaking with you again.  
 

Melissa Marinovich 
Environmental Scientist 
  

HDR  ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions 
8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114:4098 
Phone: 402.399.1317 | Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: melissa.marinovich@hdrinc.com 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Monday, March 30, 2009 4:39 PM
To: frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; jalexand@usgs.gov; calms@neb.rr.com; 

cgenoa@cablene.com; jangell@dnr.ne.gov; abaum@upperloupnrd.org; 
john.bender@nebraska.gov; al.berndt@nebraska.gov; rbishop@cpnrd.org; mbrown9
@unl.edu; prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; steve.chick@ne.usda.gov; cothern.joe@epa.gov; 
adubas@leg.ne.gov; mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; 
peggy.harding@ferc.gov; robert_harms@fws.gov; djjarecke@clarkswb.net; 
lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; CoraJones@bia.gov; david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; 
kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; butchk@nctc.net; cityadmin@cablene.com; 
monroe@megavision.com; bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; mkuzila1@unl.edu; 
clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; bczoning@frontiernet.net; 
pcclerk@megavision.com; jmangi@columbusne.us; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; jeddins@achp.gov; 
danno@nohva.com; tprovost@omahatribeepd.com; bpuschendorf@nebraskahistory.org; 
chairmanrhodd@ponca.com; kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; don_simpson@blm.gov; 
msittler@lpsnrd.org; Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; astuthman@leg.ne.gov; 
ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; jmsunne@nppd.com; Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; 
randy_thoreson@nps.gov; jwinkler@papionrd.org

Cc: Kim.Nguyen@ferc.gov; nsuess@loup.com; rziola@loup.com; jfrear@loup.com; Richardson, 
Lisa (Omaha); Waldow, George; Engelbert, Pat; Sigler, Bill; White, Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District Relicensing : Agency Meeting Reminder

Good afternoon. This e�mail is a reminder of the upcoming Study Plan Meeting.  Please note that the start time has been 
changed to 8:30 AM. 
 

April 21, 2009 

8:30 AM – 5:00 PM 

Holiday Inn Express 

524 E 23
rd

 St, Columbus 

 

This is the first study plan meeting designed to facilitate agreement between the District and participating agencies on what 
studies are needed, how studies will be conducted, and how the data from each study will be used (e.g., to evaluate species 
impacts, etc).  This information will be incorporated into the revised study plan to be submitted July 27th to FERC. 
 

The Proposed Study Plan was submitted to FERC on March 27, 2009.  An electronic copy of the document can be found at 
the following location: http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/documents.html 
 

In order to streamline and maximize study plan discussions, the 12 study plans will be divided into the following discussion 
topics: 
 

Discussion Topic Associated Study Plans Discussion Forum 

Aquatic Resources • Sedimentation  

• Hydrocycling  

• Water Temperature in the Platte 
River  

• Water Temperature in the Loup 
River Bypass Reach  

• Flow Depletion and Flow 
Diversion  

• Fish Passage  

• Ice Jam Flooding on the Loup 

April 21 Meeting in 
Columbus.   
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River* 

Cultural Resources • Section 106 Compliance  Separate meeting with 
State Historical 
Preservation Office 

Recreation, Land Use, and 
Aesthetics 

• Recreation User Survey  

• Creel Survey / Fish Sampling  

• Land Use Inventory 

Conference call meeting 
with the existing 
Recreation Workgroup & 
appropriate local partners 
such as CART and 
NOHVA  

*Ice Jam Flooding on the Loup River will be discussed at a separate meeting with DNR. 
 

As the following agenda shows, the first half of the meeting will review the study plan process and highlight all  proposed 
study plans; the afternoon will focus exclusively on Aquatic Resources with the exception of Ice Jam Flooding on the Loup 
River.  Ice will be discussed at a separate meeting with DNR that will be open to broader participation by others interested in 
this topic.  Similarly, Cultural Resources and Recreation, Land Use, and Aesthetics will be discussed in alternate forums as 
indicated, but will also be open to others interested in this topic.   
  

 3/21/09  Meeting Agenda 

8:30 AM Welcome and Introductions 

8:45 AM Review Study Plan Process & Study Criteria 

9:00 AM Study Plan Collaboration & Discussion Topic Activities 

9:15 AM Study Plan Overview  

•          Sedimentation 

•          Hydrocycling 

•          Water Temperature in the Platte River 

•          Water Temperature in the Loup River Bypass Reach  

•          Flow Depletion and Flow Diversion 

•          Fish Sampling 

•          Fish Passage 

•          Recreation User Survey 

•          Creel Survey 

•          Land Use Inventory 

•          Section 106 Compliance 

•          Ice Jam Flooding on the Loup River 

•          Studies Not Included 

11:30 AM Discussion of Study Baseline 

Noon Lunch 

12:30 PM Facilitated Aquatic Resources Discussion by Study  

•          Flow Depletion and Diversion 

•          Sedimentation 

•          Hydrocycling 

•          Water Temperature in the Platte River 

•          Water Temperature in the Loup River Bypass Reach  

•          Fish Passage 

4:45 Discussion of Future Meetings & Next Steps 

5:00 PM Adjourn 

 

Please bring your own copies of the Proposed Study Plans as working materials.   



3

 

 RSVP for lunch no later than April 14, 2009 to:  

 Angell Robak at arobak@loup.com  

 (402) 564�3171, ext. 275. 

 

FERC representatives will be in attendance at the meeting.  Participants are welcome to participate via conference call.  
Call�in details follow: 
  

Conference Call 1�866�994�6437  
Conference Code:  4023994909 

 

If needed, follow-up meetings will be held in Columbus on May 28 and July 1 from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM to 

continue study plan issue resolution. 

  

 If you do not wish to receive emails regarding the Loup Power District Relicensing effort, please let me know and you will 
be removed from future distributions. 
  

  

  



April 2, 2009 

 
 
 
Mr. George Howell 
Pawnee Tribal Business Council 
 
PO Box 470 
 
Pawnee, OK 74058 

Dear Mr. Howell:  

This letter is a reminder of the upcoming Study Plan Meeting for the Loup Hydroelectric Plant Relicensing 
Project. Please note that the start time has been changed to 8:30 AM. 

April 21, 2009 , 8:30 AM – 5:00 PM 
Holiday Inn Express, 524 E 23rd St, Columbus 

This is the first study plan meeting designed to facilitate agreement between the District and participating 
agencies on what studies are needed, how studies will be conducted, and how the data from each study will be 
used (e.g., to evaluate species impacts, etc). This information will be incorporated into the revised study plan to be 
submitted July 27th to FERC. 

The Proposed Study Plan was submitted to FERC on March 27, 2009. An electronic copy of the document can be 
found at http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/documents.html 

In order to streamline and maximize study plan discussions, the 12 study plans will be divided into the following 
discussion topics: 

Discussion Topic Associated Study Plans Discussion Forum 
Aquatic Resources  Sedimentation  

 Hydrocycling  

 Water Temperature in the Platte River  

 Water Temperature in the Loup River 
Bypass Reach  

 Flow Depletion and Flow Diversion  

 Fish Passage  

 Ice Jam Flooding on the Loup River* 

April 21 Meeting in Columbus.  
 
 

Cultural Resources  Section 106 Compliance  Separate meeting with State 
Historical Preservation Office 

Recreation, Land 
Use, and Aesthetics 

 Recreation User Survey  

 Creel Survey / Fish Sampling  

 Land Use Inventory 

Conference call meeting with the 
existing Recreation Workgroup & 
appropriate local partners such as 
CART and NOHVA  

*Ice Jam Flooding on the Loup River will be discussed at a separate meeting with DNR. 
 

As the following agenda shows, the first half of the meeting will review the study plan process and highlight all 
proposed study plans; the afternoon will focus exclusively on Aquatic Resources with the exception of Ice Jam 
Flooding on the Loup River. Ice will be discussed at a separate meeting with DNR that will be open to broader 
participation by others interested in this topic. Similarly, Cultural Resources and Recreation, Land Use, and 
Aesthetics will be discussed in alternate forums as indicated, but will also be open to others interested in this 
topic.  

http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/documents.html


 3/21/09 Meeting Agenda 
8:30 AM Welcome and Introductions 
8:45 AM Review Study Plan Process & Study Criteria 
9:00 AM Study Plan Collaboration & Discussion Topic Activities 
9:15 AM Study Plan Overview  

   Sedimentation 
   Hydrocycling 
   Water Temperature in the Platte River 
   Water Temperature in the Loup River Bypass Reach  
   Flow Depletion and Flow Diversion 
   Fish Sampling 
   Fish Passage 
   Recreation User Survey 
   Creel Survey 
   Land Use Inventory 
   Section 106 Compliance 
   Ice Jam Flooding on the Loup River 
   Studies Not Included 

11:30 AM Discussion of Study Baseline 
Noon Lunch 
12:30 PM Facilitated Aquatic Resources Discussion by Study  

   Flow Depletion and Diversion 
   Sedimentation 
   Hydrocycling 
   Water Temperature in the Platte River 
   Water Temperature in the Loup River Bypass Reach  
   Fish Passage 

4:45 Discussion of Future Meetings & Next Steps 
5:00 PM Adjourn 

Please bring your own copies of the Proposed Study Plans as working materials.  

 RSVP for lunch no later than April 14, 2009 to:  
 Angell Robak at arobak@loup.com (402) 564-3171 ext. 275 

FERC representatives will be in attendance at the meeting. Participants are welcome to participate via conference 
call. Call-in details follow: 

 Conference Call 1-866-994-6437      Conference Code: 4023994909 

 
If needed, follow-up meetings will be held in Columbus on May 28 and July 1 from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM to 
continue study plan issue resolution. 

The Integrated Licensing Process (ILP) is a very fast moving process with strict deadlines; to minimize delay in 
transmitting information to Relicensing Participants the District is requesting e-mail addresses from all 
participants to expedite the flow of information.  Please send an email to matt.pillard@hdrinc.com to receive 
future communication via e-mail.  If you do not wish to receive future mailings, please respond accordingly. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Lisa Richardson 
Project Manager 

mailto:arobak@loup.com 


 
 

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
2200 N. 33rd St. / P.O. Box 30370 / Lincoln, NE 68503-0370 

Phone: 402-471-0641 / Fax: 402-471-5528 / 
http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us 

 
         
  

 
April 7, 2009 

 
 
 
Lisa Richardson 
Project Manager 
HDR Engineering, Inc. 
8404 Indian Hills Drive 
Omaha, Ne 68114-4098 
 
 
Dear Ms. Richardson, 
 
This letter is in response to your letter to Frank Albrecht at the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
(NGPC) on March 2, requesting species occurrence data in the area of the Loup River hydroelectric 
facilities. You requested information on occurrences of Small White Lady’s Slipper, Whooping Crane, 
Interior Least Tern, Piping Plover, Bald Eagle, River Otter, Pallid Sturgeon, and Western Prairie 
Fringed Orchid. This letter was forwarded to the Nebraska Natural Heritage Program here at NGPC. 
 
The Nebraska Natural Heritage Program tracks occurrences of “at-risk” species within the state. “At-
risk” species are defined as those that are rare or declining in Nebraska, unique to Nebraska, or 
declining globally. State and federally listed threatened and endangered species are among those 
tracked by the Natural Heritage Program. The Program also tracks occurrences of the various types of 
natural plant communities in the state, both rare and common. Conservation of these communities 
serves as a “coarse filter” to help conserve the majority of species and preclude their decline to “at-
risk” status. All “at-risk” species and natural communities are considered a valuable state resource 
worthy of ensuring their continued existence in Nebraska. Below is a summary of the information we 
have provided in response to your request. 
 
I am sending you as an e-mail attachment a table (‘LPD Species Occurrence Request.xls’) with 
information on the species’ occurrences within 2 miles of the hydroelectric facilities. For descriptions 
of the fields in the table see the attached ‘Field Definitions.xls.’ Occurrence data were tabulated by 
polygons (or ‘blocks’) representing five-mile portions of the buffered route (using a 2-mile buffer from 
the perimeter of the shapefile your company sent). Each polygon was then given a unique identifier or 
‘block number.’ There are 11 blocks. The attached shapefile (‘LPD_boundary_buffer’) shows the 

 



block locations. 
 
Each species occurrence was assigned the number of the block it fell in. A species occurrence which 
fell across block boundaries is listed for each of the blocks it overlapped with. If a species or 
community is listed more than once for a block it indicates that we have documented more than one 
occurrence of that species or community within that block. 
 
You will notice that we do not have any occurrences recorded for Bald Eagle, Pallid Sturgeon, or 
Western Prairie Fringed Orchid in the area of interest. Be aware that we have not surveyed the entire 
study area so there are likely to be more occurrences of listed species, including these three, in 
locations in the area which have suitable habitat. Thus the data should be interpreted with caution and 
an “absence of evidence is not evidence of absence” philosophy followed.  
 
An additional resource that may be useful to you is a set of range maps we have developed for 
Nebraska’s listed species. A document which includes these range maps is freely downloadable from 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Digital Commons. Also in the document is a table of species by 
county and the metadata for the shapefile used to create the range maps. To get the document, go to 
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nebgamewhitepap/30 and click on 'Download.'  It takes a few moments 
to download so be patient. I am attaching to this e-mail the shapefile used to create the maps. 
 
Please note that this correspondence does not satisfy requirements of the Nongame and Endangered 
Species Conservation Act. Under the authority Neb.Rev.Stat. §37-807 (3) of the Nebraska Nongame 
and Endangered Species Conservation Act, all Nebraska state agencies are required to consult with the 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission to ensure that any actions authorized, funded or carried out by 
them do not jeopardize the continued existence of a state listed species. This requirement would extend 
to any state permit issued. Please contact Rick Schneider (Rick.Schneider@nebraska.gov, 402-471-
5569) for assistance with determining the potential of an action to affect listed species. 
 
Thank you for your inquiry. Please let me know if you have questions concerning the data or the 
attached invoice. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Rachel Simpson 
Data Manager 
Nebraska Natural Heritage Program 
Rachel.Simpson@nebraska.gov 
402-471-5427 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Simpson, rachel [rachel.simpson@nebraska.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2009 9:37 AM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: Loup River hydroelectric facilities ( your request for information from Nebraska Game and 

Parks Commission
Attachments: NGPC Loup River data request.zip

 

Dear Melissa, 

 

Attached is a zip file with material in response to Lisa Richardson's request for information 

regarding occurrences of specific listed species in the area of the Loup River hydroelectric 

facilities. The cover letter 'NGPC Data Request...' explains what material is included. 

 

If you would send me a quick e-mail to confirm you have received the file I would appreciate 

it. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Best, 

Rachel 

 

 

Rachel Simpson 

Data Manager 

Nebraska Natural Heritage Program 

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 

2200 N. 33rd St. 

Lincoln, NE 68503 

rachel.simpson@nebraska.gov 

402-471-5427 



 
 

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
2200 N. 33rd St. / P.O. Box 30370 / Lincoln, NE 68503-0370 

Phone: 402-471-0641 / Fax: 402-471-5528 / 
http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us 

 
         
  

 
April 7, 2009 

 
 
 
Lisa Richardson 
Project Manager 
HDR Engineering, Inc. 
8404 Indian Hills Drive 
Omaha, Ne 68114-4098 
 
 
Dear Ms. Richardson, 
 
This letter is in response to your letter to Frank Albrecht at the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
(NGPC) on March 2, requesting species occurrence data in the area of the Loup River hydroelectric 
facilities. You requested information on occurrences of Small White Lady’s Slipper, Whooping Crane, 
Interior Least Tern, Piping Plover, Bald Eagle, River Otter, Pallid Sturgeon, and Western Prairie 
Fringed Orchid. This letter was forwarded to the Nebraska Natural Heritage Program here at NGPC. 
 
The Nebraska Natural Heritage Program tracks occurrences of “at-risk” species within the state. “At-
risk” species are defined as those that are rare or declining in Nebraska, unique to Nebraska, or 
declining globally. State and federally listed threatened and endangered species are among those 
tracked by the Natural Heritage Program. The Program also tracks occurrences of the various types of 
natural plant communities in the state, both rare and common. Conservation of these communities 
serves as a “coarse filter” to help conserve the majority of species and preclude their decline to “at-
risk” status. All “at-risk” species and natural communities are considered a valuable state resource 
worthy of ensuring their continued existence in Nebraska. Below is a summary of the information we 
have provided in response to your request. 
 
I am sending you as an e-mail attachment a table (‘LPD Species Occurrence Request.xls’) with 
information on the species’ occurrences within 2 miles of the hydroelectric facilities. For descriptions 
of the fields in the table see the attached ‘Field Definitions.xls.’ Occurrence data were tabulated by 
polygons (or ‘blocks’) representing five-mile portions of the buffered route (using a 2-mile buffer from 
the perimeter of the shapefile your company sent). Each polygon was then given a unique identifier or 
‘block number.’ There are 11 blocks. The attached shapefile (‘LPD_boundary_buffer’) shows the 

 



block locations. 
 
Each species occurrence was assigned the number of the block it fell in. A species occurrence which 
fell across block boundaries is listed for each of the blocks it overlapped with. If a species or 
community is listed more than once for a block it indicates that we have documented more than one 
occurrence of that species or community within that block. 
 
You will notice that we do not have any occurrences recorded for Bald Eagle, Pallid Sturgeon, or 
Western Prairie Fringed Orchid in the area of interest. Be aware that we have not surveyed the entire 
study area so there are likely to be more occurrences of listed species, including these three, in 
locations in the area which have suitable habitat. Thus the data should be interpreted with caution and 
an “absence of evidence is not evidence of absence” philosophy followed.  
 
An additional resource that may be useful to you is a set of range maps we have developed for 
Nebraska’s listed species. A document which includes these range maps is freely downloadable from 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Digital Commons. Also in the document is a table of species by 
county and the metadata for the shapefile used to create the range maps. To get the document, go to 
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nebgamewhitepap/30 and click on 'Download.'  It takes a few moments 
to download so be patient. I am attaching to this e-mail the shapefile used to create the maps. 
 
Please note that this correspondence does not satisfy requirements of the Nongame and Endangered 
Species Conservation Act. Under the authority Neb.Rev.Stat. §37-807 (3) of the Nebraska Nongame 
and Endangered Species Conservation Act, all Nebraska state agencies are required to consult with the 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission to ensure that any actions authorized, funded or carried out by 
them do not jeopardize the continued existence of a state listed species. This requirement would extend 
to any state permit issued. Please contact Rick Schneider (Rick.Schneider@nebraska.gov, 402-471-
5569) for assistance with determining the potential of an action to affect listed species. 
 
Thank you for your inquiry. Please let me know if you have questions concerning the data or the 
attached invoice. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Rachel Simpson 
Data Manager 
Nebraska Natural Heritage Program 
Rachel.Simpson@nebraska.gov 
402-471-5427 
 
 



HERITAGE DATA FIELD DEFINITIONS  
 

 
Note in Heritage terminology: an “element” refers to an element of conservation interest.  It can be a subspecies, 

species, ecological community or ecological system. 
 
 
 
Element_ty: Element type.  Broad taxonomic group (e.g. bird, fish, plant, insect, etc.) 
 
Eo_id, Eoid: Element occurrence identification.  Unique number identifying each 

element occurrence record.  Can be used when requesting additional 
information about a particular record.  

 
Eorank_cd: Element occurrence rank code.  A comparative evaluation summarizing 

the estimated viability of the occurrence. 
 A = excellent   B = good   C = marginal  D = poor  E = extant  H = 

historical   X = extirpated    blank = unknown. 
 
Fed_stat: Federal status. Status under the federal Endangered Species Act.  
 
Gname: Global name.  Scientific name of species element or the ecological 

community name derived from the National Vegetation Classification. 
 
Gcomname: Global common name of an element. 
 
G_rank: Global rank of an element (species or community). Refer to separate 

handout defining Heritage ranks. 
 
Lgcy_stat: Legacy status.  At-risk status of a species as designated in the Nebraska 

Natural Legacy Plan.  Tier I species are those that are globally or 
nationally most at-risk of extinction and which occur in Nebraska.  Tier II 
species are typically those that are not at-risk from a global or national 
perspective but are rare or imperiled within Nebraska. 

 
Obs_date: Date the element was last observed at the site. 
 
Rank_desc: Rank description.  Brief description of the assigned element occurrence 

rank (Eorank). 
 
Scomname: State common name of an element. 
 
Sname: State scientific name of species element or state name of ecological 

community element. 
 
S_rank: State rank of element.  Refer to separate handout defining Heritage ranks. 
 



State_stat: State status.  Status under the Nebraska Nongame and Endangered Species 
Conservation Act.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                           
   



Heritage Element Occurrence Ranks 
 
In the Heritage terminology, an Element is an element of biodiversity.  It can be a 
species, subspecies or ecological community. 
  
An Element Occurrence (EO) is an area of land and/or water in which a species or 
ecological community is, or was, present.  An EO should have practical conservation 
value for the Element as evidenced by potential continued (or historical) presence and/or 
regular recurrence at a given location.  For species, an EO is generally a local population, 
but in some cases may be a portion of a population.  For vertebrates, EO’s typically 
consist of nesting, roosting, denning, or other sites important to the life history of the 
species.  For plants and invertebrates, an EO is typically a site where a population occurs.  
For communities, an EO may represent a stand or patch, or a cluster of stands or patches, 
of an ecological community. 
 
EO ranks provide a succinct assessment of estimated viability, or probability of 
persistence of occurrences of a given element.  In other words, EO ranks provide an 
assessment of the likelihood that, if current conditions prevail, an occurrence will persist 
for a defined period of time, typically 20 – 100 years.  EO ranks are considered in 
assigning global and state element ranks and are a critical tool for conservation planning. 
 
An EO rank represents the relative value of an EO with respect to others for that element, 
defined according to criteria derived from specific EO rank factors.  There are three rank 
factors, each reflecting what is currently known about an EO: size of the population or 
ecological community, condition of the population or community, and the landscape 
context within which the population or community is set.  EO ranks are assigned on the 
basis of data obtained from recent field surveys (except for historical occurrences) by 
knowledgeable individuals. 
 
EO Rank 
 
A = Excellent estimated viability 
 
B = Good estimated viability 
 
C = Fair estimated viability 
 
D = Poor estimated viability 
 
E = Verified extant (viability not assessed) 
 
F = Failed to find 
 
H = Historical 
 
X = Extirpated 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Bender, John [john.bender@nebraska.gov]
Sent: Friday, April 10, 2009 8:45 AM
To: Damgaard, Quinn V.
Cc: Bubb, Dave
Subject: FW: Loup Power canal fish kill a few years ago.
Attachments: Loup Canal fish kill notification and report August 2005.doc; supplement to the loup canal fish 

kill 8312305.wpd; Loup Power Canal.doc

Quinn, 

I am forwarding you the information Dave Bubb put together regarding fish kills in the vicinity of the Loup Power 

project.  There are three attachments.  One of the files is a WordPerfect document, but Word will open it.   If you have 

questions, let me or Dave know. 

 

Please note my email address has changed to john.bender@nebraska.gov 

 

John F. Bender 

Water Quality Standards Coordinator 

Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality  

1200 N Street, P.O. Box 98922 

Lincoln, NE  68509-8922 

Phone:  402/471-4201 

 

From: Bubb, Dave  

Sent: Thursday, April 09, 2009 3:01 PM 

To: Bender, John 
Subject: FW: Loup Power canal fish kill a few years ago. 

 

John, these are the two that I know of.  There's only one fish kill, the other is a complaint. 

 

Thanks, Dave. 

 

From: Schuckman, Jeff  
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2009 11:57 AM 

To: Bubb, Dave 

Subject: RE: Loup Power canal fish kill a few years ago. 

 

Dave, 

  

I remember it well and it came up recently at some meetings for FERC relicensing for the canal system.  I sent this 
information to the consultants and LPPD this winter.  Here it is for you. 

  

  

Jeff Schuckman 

Northeast Region Fish Mgt Supv 

Norfolk, NE  68701 

402637063374 

  

Please note new email address! 

jeff.schuckman@nebraska.gov 
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From: Bubb, Dave 

Sent: Thursday, April 02, 2009 2:06 PM 
To: Schuckman, Jeff 

Subject: Loup Power canal fish kill a few years ago. 

Jeff, do you recall a fish kill in the Loup Power canal several years ago?  They'd shut the water off in the canal because of 

work at Monroe, and it had become stagnant.  Seems like it may have been in '05 or around there.  If you have a copy of 

that report would you please send it to me.  We had a request for information and can't seem to find mine anywhere. 

  

Hope things are going well.   

  

Have a good afternoon. 

  

Dave Bubb 



STATE OF NEBRASKA 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY/GAME & PARKS COMMISSION 

FISH KILL NOTIFICATION FORM    
(Revised Nov. 2002) 
 

Incident #: 
                          (County (FIPS Code)/  MM/DD/YY) 

Date Reported: August 12, 2005 Time:  0815 
Received By: Dave Tunink Agency:  NGPC 

 
REPORTING PARTY 
Name:  Bill Rombach Home Phone:  402-246-2010 
Address:  Platte Center, NE Work Phone: 
 
OBSERVATIONS:   (Species, Numbers, Sizes, Present Status, Age of Kill, Stressed Fish, Gasping, Water Quality, etc.) 
(Date/Time:  8-12-05/0930)  Dave Tunink received the call of a fish kill, Jeff Schuckman and 
Dave Bubb investigated.  Upon arriving at the Loup Canal at the 48th street bridge, hundreds of 
stressed and dying/dead fish were observed. Stressed fish were at the surface gasping for air. 
Water quality sampling followed and water samples were taken near the 48th street bridge.  Dave 
Bubb took the water samples to the lab in Lincoln for processing.  Dissolved  oxygen levels in 
the canal were extremely low, down to 0.25 ppm.  A more details report on the fish kill 
investigation is attached. 
 
NAME OF WATER BODY:  Loup Canal                                          TOWN: Columbus 
LOCATION/DIRECTIONS:  Loup Canal from north of Columbus to Genoa. About 17 miles 
of canal were affected in Platte County. 
  
LEGAL:        ¼ of        ¼ of Section       ; T.     N;  R.     E/W;  County    
BASIN:                                               STEAM SEGMENT (WQ Standards.): 
 
NOTIFICATIONS (Name/Date) 
NDEQ:  Lincoln (471-4239) G & P:  Lincoln (471-5553)Tunink/8-12-05 
Field Office: Dist. Office: Schuckman/ 8-12-05 
Other: Dave Bubb/8-12-05 Cons. Officer: Oberg/8-12-05 
 
INVESTIGATION 
If not required, explain why not:  
 
Investigation (Name/Date): 
Schuckman, Bubb/ 8-12-05 
Results of Investigation: 
See attached report. 
 
 
Additional Comments: 
 
 
 



 
POST INVESTIGATION INFORMATION 

 
FISH KILLED 

Species Size Range Number $ Value 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
  Total # Total Value $ 
 
 
CAUSE OF KILL: 
Low dissolved oxygen. 
 
RESPONSIBLE PARTY 
Name: Phone: 
Address: 
 
 
LEGAL ACTION 
Notice of Violation Issued (Date): Request for Enforcement (Who/Date): 
Fine (Amount/Date) Reimbursement (Amount/Date): 
Compliance Order Issued (Describe): 
 
Other (Describe): 
 
 
Additional Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Reporting Party Notified: 
Copy of Report to NDEQ: Copies of Report to G & P: 
Other: 
 



MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
To: Fish Kill File 
From: Dave Bubb 
Date: February 22, 2005  
Subject: Loup Public Power Canal 
 
 
 
 On February 17, 2005 I received a phone call from Greg Michl regarding a 
potential fish kill in the Loup Public Power Canal below the power generation station at 
Columbus.  I had taken the afternoon off but had left word with Greg to contact me at 
home if there was a need.  During our conversation he indicated that Marty Link had 
been contacted by Malcolm Sutherland who was reporting the fish kill. 
 
 I had spoken with Mr. Sutherland several years ago about the sluicing activities.  
He explained that the canal gets flushed of the sediment by rapidly dropping the water 
level and this causes the silt to flush out of the canal and eventually to the Platte River.  
Lake Babcock is basically drained and has only the canal running through it.  He said that 
he notices dead fish when this activity occurs.  I spoke with John Cieloha, Loup Public 
Power, after the first complaint from Mr. Sutherland several years ago.  Mr. Cieloha said 
he would contact us when they were planning to sluice the canal, he also said that he was 
not aware of any significant fish kills caused by the sluicing.  
 

Because of the flow in the canal any dead fish would likely be well into the Platte 
River by morning and would be hard to find so I decided to conduct an investigation that 
evening. 
 
 When I arrived at Columbus at approximately 1930 I made observations of the 
canal just prior to where it flows into the Platte River and saw no dead fish.  After 
making observation at this area I started to make my way upstream along the canal.   I 
used a spotlight and flashlight to make observations of the canal at various locations.  I 
did not see any dead fish at any location along the canal.  It is possible that some were 
missed because it was dark and the spotlight would not be as effective as during the 
daylight but I’m confident that if there was a significant fish kill I would have seen some 
of them. 
 
After spending approximately an hour and a half looking for fish and not seeing any I 
decided to conclude my investigation and return home.  



From: Pillard, Matt 

Sent: Monday, April 13, 2009 12:49 PM 

To: abaum@upperloupnrd.org; adubas@leg.ne.gov; 

al.berndt@nebraska.gov; astuthman@leg.ne.gov; 

barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; bczoning@frontiernet.net; 

bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; bpuschendorf@nebraskahistory.org; 

butchk@nctc.net; calms@neb.rr.com; cgenoa@cablene.com; 

cityadmin@cablene.com; clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; 

cothern.joe@epa.gov; danno@nohva.com; david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; 

djjarecke@clarkswb.net; don_simpson@blm.gov; 

frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; jalexand@usgs.gov; 

jangell@dnr.ne.gov; jeddins@achp.gov; jmangi@columbusne.us; 

jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; jmsunne@nppd.com; 

john.bender@nebraska.gov; justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; 

jwinkler@papionrd.org; kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; 

kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; 

lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; mbrown9@unl.edu; mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; 

mkuzila1@unl.edu; monroe@megavision.com; msittler@lpsnrd.org; 

pcclerk@megavision.com; peggy.harding@ferc.gov; 

prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; randy_thoreson@nps.gov; 

rbishop@cpnrd.org; Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; 

robert_harms@fws.gov; steve.chick@ne.usda.gov; 

Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov 

Cc: nsuess@loup.com; jfrear@loup.com; rziola@loup.com; 

arobak@loup.com; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Waldow, George; 

Engelbert, Pat; Sigler, Bill; White, Stephanie; King, Wendy; Damgaard, 

Quinn V. 

Subject: Loup Power District Relicensing - Study Plan Meeting Reminder 

 

Follow Up Flag: Follow Up 

Flag Status: Flagged 

 

Relicensing Participants � 
 
This e�mail is to remind you of the Study Plan meeting scheduled for April 21 at the Holiday Inn Express, 
524 E 23rd St, in Columbus, Nebraska.  If you have not yet done so, please RSVP to Angell Robak by the 
end of the day tomorrow (Tuesday, 4/14/09).  She can be reached at arobak@loup.com or (402) 

564‐3171, ext. 275. 
 
For those of you not able to attend in person but wishing to do so via conference call, meeting materials 
will be posted to http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/agencymeetingsresources.html  in advance of the 
meeting (by end of day 4/17/09).  Dial�in information is as follows: 
 

1�866�994�6437 
Passcode: 4023994909 

 
Here are a few reminders: 



• The meeting time has been moved up to 8:30 AM  We have a lot of material to cover and will start 
promptly at 8:30 AM.  

• The overpass on Highway 81 is closed for construction � if you are coming from the south or west, 
you will have to take a detour which includes several at�grade rail crossings.  Please allow extra 
time for travel and train delays.  Train traffic tends to be heavy in the mornings between 7:30 and 
8:15 AM.  

• Please bring your own copy of the Study Plan.  It can be found on line at: 

http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/documentsPSP.html    

• We will focus the afternoon's discussion on the goals and objectives of Study Plans 1�7 only.  
Please come ready to discuss.  

Future Meetings and Discussions 

Please let me know if you would like to participate in any of the following: 

• May 5: Cultural Resources; Study 11  

• May 11: Recreational Resources; Studies 8, 9, 10  

• May 27�28: Aquatic Resources (continued); Studies 1�7, 12  

• July 1: Additional discussion as needed  

 We look forward to seeing you on April 21st. 

  

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114�4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  

 

  

 
 

SHPO Project reference: HP#0804�127�01 

  

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may have to delete the image  
and then insert it again.
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Simpson, rachel [rachel.simpson@nebraska.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, April 14, 2009 4:45 PM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Cc: Schneider, Rick
Subject: Re: Species Occurrence Data Request + Loup River Hydroelectric Project

 

Dear Melissa, 

 

This is in response to your question about the Small White Lady's Slipper in the Loup River 

Hydroelectric Project area. We do not have any element occurrences from inside the boundary 

you sent. However, as stated in the letter, the species could occur anywhere in its range in 

which there is suitable habitat. 

 

 If you have additional questions regarding specific location information please contact Rick 

Schneider at 402-471-5569.  

 

Thank you for your time. 

 

Best, 

Rachel 

 

Rachel Simpson  

Data Manager 

Nebraska Natural Heritage Program 

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 

2200 N. 33rd St. 

Lincoln, NE 68503 

rachel.simpson@nebraska.gov 

402-471-5427 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Martha_Tacha@fws.gov
Sent: Wednesday, April 15, 2009 10:35 AM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: NE whooping crane migration corridor and observation data
Attachments: StateSpecific_NE_Flyway.zip; Confirmed_NE_w_crane_sightings_thru_Spring_2008.zip; 

Required Reading for Users of the Whooping Crane Migration GIS.doc

Melissa� 

 

Here are the GIS files you requested� the required files for a layer are zipped together. I apologize for the slow 

response. These will hopefully be updated within the coming month to reflect a recalculation of the migration 

corridor and to include the Fall 2008 confirmed sightings. You might contact me again in about a month to get 

the updates.  

 

The migration corridor layer depicts 5 bands (sub�corridors) that include 75�, 80�, 85�, 90�, and 95�percent of 

sightings in Nebraska and within 25 miles of the north and south borders in adjoining states. The point data of 

confirmed sightings is current through Spring 2008.  

 

Please read the "Required reading...." document that discusses some of the limitations and potential 

misinterpretations of the data. This document needs to accompany any redistribution of the data set or 

products derived from the dataset. 
 

Thanks for your patience, Melissa. 

Martha 

 

Martha C. Tacha 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

203 West Second Street 

Grand Island, NE 68801 

Phone: 308.382.6468, ext 19 

Fax: 308.384.8835 

 

(See attached file: StateSpecific_NE_Flyway.zip) (See attached file: 

Confirmed_NE_w_crane_sightings_thru_Spring_2008.zip) (See attached file: Required Reading for Users of 

the Whooping Crane Migration GIS.doc) 



Required Reading for Users of the Whooping Crane Tracking Project Database  
 
CWCTP-GIS data or derivatives thereof (e.g., shape files, jpegs) may not be distributed or 
posted on the Internet without inclusion of this explanatory document.   
 
The Cooperative Whooping Crane Tracking Project (CWCTP) was initiated in 1975 to collect a 
variety of information on whooping crane migration through the U.S. portion of the Central 
Flyway.  Since its inception in 1975, a network of Federal and State cooperating agencies has 
collected information on whooping crane stopovers and funneled it to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (Service) Nebraska Field Office where a database of sighting information is maintained.  
The WCTP database includes a hardcopy file of whooping crane sighting reports and a digital 
database in various formats based on those sighting reports.  A subset of the database along with 
sight evaluation (habitat) information collected between 1975 and 1999 was summarized by 
Austin and Richert (2001).*  
 
In the Fall of 2007, the CWCTP database was converted to a GIS format (ArcGIS 9.2) to 
facilitate input, updates, and provide output options in a spatial context.  During this process, 
inconsistencies between the digital database and sighting report forms were identified and 
corrected.  Location information in various formats was derived from data in the corrected 
database, and new fields were added to the corrected database (e.g., latitude and longitude in 
decimal degrees, an accuracy field, and location comment field).  The attached file contains 
observation data through the 2008 Spring migration and is referred to as the CWCTP-GIS 
(2008a).  
 
The appropriate use of the CWCTP-GIS is constrained by limitations inherent in both the GIS 
technology and bias inherent in any database comprised of incidental observations.  Without an 
understanding of the assumptions and limitations of the data, analyses and output from the 
spatial database can result in faulty conclusions.  The following assumptions and characteristics 
of the database are crucial to interpreting output correctly.  Other, unknown biases also may exist 
in the data. 
 
 First and foremost, the database is comprised of incidental sightings of whooping cranes 

during migration.  Whooping cranes are largely opportunistic in their use of stopover 
sites along the Central Flyway, and will use sites with available habitat when weather or 
diurnal conditions require a break in migration.  Because much of the Central Flyway is 
sparsely populated, only a small percent of stopovers are observed, those observed may 
not be identified, those identified may not be reported, and those reported may not be 
confirmed (only confirmed sightings are included in the database).  Based on the crane 
population and average flight distances, as little as 4 percent of crane stopovers are 
reported.  Therefore, absence of documented whooping crane use of a given area in the 

Central Flyway does NOT mean that whooping cranes do not use that area or that 

various projects in the vicinity will not potentially adversely affect the species.    
 
 In the database, the location of each sighting is based on the first observation of the crane 

group even though, in many cases, the group was observed at multiple locations in a local 
area.  For this and other reasons described below, only broad-scale analyses of whooping 
crane occurrences are appropriate.  GIS cannot be legitimately used with this database 
for measurements of distance of whooping crane groups from various habitat types or 



geographic entities (i.e., using various available GIS data layers).  In addition, point 
locations of whooping crane groups known to roost in various wetlands or rivers may not 
coincide with those wetlands.  The user needs to refer to the attribute table or contact the 
Nebraska Field Office, USFWS, for more specific information on individual 
observations. 

 
 Precision of the data:  When a “Cadastral” location (Township, Range, Section, ¼-

Section) was provided on the original sighting form, the geographic point representing 
that sighting was placed in the center of the indicated Section or ¼-Section and the 
latitude and longitude of that point were recorded in degrees, minutes, and seconds 
(DMS).  These records are indicated by “Cadastral” in the accuracy field.  When 
Cadastral information was lacking, DMS latitude and longitude were derived by adding 
seconds (00) to the degrees and minutes of latitude and longitude originally estimated and 
recorded on the observation form.  These observations are identified by “Historic” in the 
accuracy field.  GPS latitude and longitude were used when available, but when none of 
the above were reported, the point was placed based on text description of location (e.g., 
3 miles N of Denton), and identified in the accuracy field with “Landmark”.   DMS 
latitude and longitude were converted to decimal degrees, which were used to populate 
the GIS data layer. 

 
 Bias:  Bias is an inherent characteristic of any data obtained through incidental sightings.  

That is, for the subset of crane use that is recorded, relatively more sightings are recorded 
in areas such as national wildlife refuges where knowledgeable observers are available to 
look for cranes and report their presence.  Conversely, areas of high use may not be 
documented due to the absence of observers.  However, use of areas such as national 
wildlife refuges is also determined to some extent by habitat management on the areas 
and availability of alternative habitat in the region.  For these reasons, representations of 
the crane migration corridor based on percent of confirmed sightings should be 
interpreted conservatively, particularly in Oklahoma and Kansas where a high percent of 
sightings occur on a few national wildlife refuges.  Whooping crane migration patterns 
and subsequent observations were also likely influenced by regional weather patterns 
such as wind and precipitation, as well as local farming practices which influence food 
availability.  Factors such as these vary among regions and years and were not considered 
in this database.    

 
The CWCTP-GIS will be updated annually following the Fall migration and distributed to State 
cooperators and Fish and Wildlife Service Ecological Services Field Offices in the Central 
Flyway.  Contact information for these offices can be found at http://www.fws.gov.  Federal 
regulatory agencies and project proponents should contact the appropriate Fish and Wildlife 
Service for help in evaluating potential project impacts to the endangered whooping crane. 
 
 
 
*  Austin, E.A. and A.L. Richert.  2001.  A comprehensive review of observational and site 
evaluation data of migrant whooping cranes in the United States, 1943-99.  U.S. Geological 
Survey.  Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center, Jamestown, North Dakota, and State 
Museum, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska.  157 pp.  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Crane, Kelly A NWO [Kelly.A.Crane@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Monday, April 20, 2009 10:09 AM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Cc: Crane, Kelly A NWO
Subject: RE: Tern and Plover created habitat

 
Hi Melissa.  Sorry for the delay.  The ftp site listed below contains designs for emergent 
sandbars below Gavins Point at river miles 775, 781, and 795. 
775 and 795 construction was completed fall of 08 and 781 is ready to go out for bid in the 
next few weeks.   
 
Please call me with any questions or if you have difficulty getting to any of the files.   
 
ftp://ftp.usace.army.mil/pub/nwo/ESH_Plans/ 
 
Look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Kelly 
995.2505 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Marinovich, Melissa [mailto:Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com] 
Sent: Monday, April 20, 2009 7:32 AM 
To: Crane, Kelly A NWO 
Subject: Tern and Plover created habitat 
 
Hi Kelly, 
 
  
 
I just wanted to check in with you. I haven't received anything from you yet and just wanted 
to make sure you had the correct email address (hopefully I have the correct address for 
you:-)). Let me know if you receive this so I know I have the correct address. Thanks! 
 
  
 
Melissa Marinovich 
 
Environmental Scientist 
 
  
 
HDR  ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions 
 
8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114-4098 
 
Phone: 402.399.1317 | Fax: 402.399.1111  
 
Email: melissa.marinovich@hdrinc.com <mailto:melissa.marinovich@hdrinc.com>  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Crane, Kelly A NWO [Kelly.A.Crane@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Monday, April 20, 2009 12:58 PM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Cc: Crane, Kelly A NWO
Subject: RE: Tern and Plover created habitat

 
 Hi Melissa!   
 
My answers in the body of your message.   
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Marinovich, Melissa [mailto:Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com] 
Sent: Monday, April 20, 2009 10:56 AM 
To: Crane, Kelly A NWO 
Subject: RE: Tern and Plover created habitat 
 
Hi Kelly, 
 
I didn't have any problems accessing the files. Just to clarify, I have a few more questions: 
 
 - Did the USFWS determine how many hectares/acres (minimum or maximum) the 
sandbars needed to be or did USACE determine this?   The BiOp stated a 
minimum of 10 acres.  Since then they have agreed that smaller than 10 acres would be 
acceptable especially if we could maximize plover forage by making several smaller vs. one 
large one.   
 - What was the basis for deciding how big (area) the sandbars needed to be to create 
suitable habitat?  We have made our bars as big as 130 acres (in Lewis & Clark Lake) and as 
small as 10.  FWS is on all of our design teams. 
They really don't seem concerned with the total size when we build in some inner channel 
features that will be "wet" at least and preferably hold some water during normal flow 
scenarios.  Main size determination is the size of the existing shallowly submerged bar.   
 - Were these decisions based on studies that USACE conducted? Did area also depend on 
minimum/maximum/average flows, like height did?  The min, max flows, etc did not influence 
the size as much as height.  The size is usually determined by the size of the existing 
shallowly submerged bar more than some pre determined criteria.   
 
I know you'd probably rather get theses comments in writing, but I could probably talk to 
some of these questions better than I am conveying in writing...so give me a call if you need 
or want.   
 
Thanks for all your help and as more questions crop up in the future, I may call you. Thanks 
again! 
 
Melissa 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Crane, Kelly A NWO [mailto:Kelly.A.Crane@usace.army.mil] 
Sent: Monday, April 20, 2009 10:09 AM 
To: Marinovich, Melissa 
Cc: Crane, Kelly A NWO 
Subject: RE: Tern and Plover created habitat 
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Hi Melissa.  Sorry for the delay.  The ftp site listed below contains designs for emergent 
sandbars below Gavins Point at river miles 775, 781, and 795. 
775 and 795 construction was completed fall of 08 and 781 is ready to go out for bid in the 
next few weeks.   
 
Please call me with any questions or if you have difficulty getting to any of the files.   
 
ftp://ftp.usace.army.mil/pub/nwo/ESH_Plans/ 
 
Look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Kelly 
995.2505 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Marinovich, Melissa [mailto:Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com] 
Sent: Monday, April 20, 2009 7:32 AM 
To: Crane, Kelly A NWO 
Subject: Tern and Plover created habitat 
 
Hi Kelly, 
 
  
 
I just wanted to check in with you. I haven't received anything from you yet and just wanted 
to make sure you had the correct email address (hopefully I have the correct address for 
you:-)). Let me know if you receive this so I know I have the correct address. Thanks! 
 
  
 
Melissa Marinovich 
 
Environmental Scientist 
 
  
 
HDR  ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions 
 
8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114-4098 
 
Phone: 402.399.1317 | Fax: 402.399.1111  
 
Email: melissa.marinovich@hdrinc.com <mailto:melissa.marinovich@hdrinc.com>  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Engelbert, Pat
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2009 11:23 AM
To: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Subject: FW: Requested paper on sandbar studies in lower Platte

Not sure where this belongs on PW.  Can you file this, or direct me to where it should be filed?  

  _____   

From: Lewis, Gary 

Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2009 10:38 AM 

To: Engelbert, Pat; Waldow, George 
Cc: Hunt, George 

Subject: FW: Requested paper on sandbar studies in lower Platte 

FYI, this should probably go in the project correspondence files.  

   

  _____   

From: Mary B Brown [mailto:mbrown9@unlnotes.unl.edu] 

Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2009 9:27 AM 
To: Lewis, Gary 

Subject: Re: Requested paper on sandbar studies in lower Platte  

   

 

Thanks, Gary. I enjoyed (and certainly benefitted from) our conversation at the Columbus meeting. Conversations like 
that, and the information in the article, are  what we need to help make better decisions for the terns and plovers. If you 
are aware of any similar publications, please let me know. 
 
Mary Bomberger Brown 
Tern and Plover Conservation Partnership 
153C Hardin Hall 
University of Nebraska 
3310 Holdrege Street 
Lincoln, NE 68583;0931 USA 
telephone: (402) 472;8878 
fax: (402) 472;2946 
email: mbrown9@unl.edu 
http://ternandplover.unl.edu 

"Lewis, Gary" <Gary.Lewis@hdrinc.com>  

04/23/2009 10:21 AM  

To  

"MBROWN9@UNL.EDU" <MBROWN9@UNL.EDU>  

cc  
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"Engelbert, Pat" <Pat.Engelbert@hdrinc.com>  

Subject  

Requested paper on sandbar studies in lower Platte  

   

   

   

 

 

Mary, 
  
Thanks for attending the meeting in Columbus and for visiting about the subject.  Here is a not;so;great copy of the GSA 
Bulletin paper by Smith that I mentioned, explaining his observations of the evolution and dissection of sandbars in the 
lower Platte.  I think someone told me he was a Professor at Kearney State when he did this work, but the paper lists his 
affiliation in 1971 as the University of Illinois.  I’ve never attempted to contact him.  I am not aware of any other study 
where someone actually observed these processes on site versus remotely. 
  
Regards, 
  
Gary Lewis 
  
Gary L. Lewis, Ph.D., P.E., D.WRE 
Senior Water Resources Engineer 
HDR ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions 

303 East 17th Avenue | Suite 700 | Denver, CO 80203 
Phone: 303.764.1562 | Fax: 303.860.7139 | Cell: 303.619.9021 
Email: gary.lewis@hdrinc.com 
 www.hdrinc.com 
 [attachment "Transverse Bars and Braiding in the Lower Platte River, Nebraska.pdf" deleted by Mary 
B Brown/SNR/IANR/UNEBR]  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2009 9:56 PM
To: frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov
Cc: jeff.schuckman@nebraska.gov; dave.tunink@nebraska.gov; richard.holland@nebraska.gov; 

Marinovich, Melissa; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Subject: Loup Power District Relicensing - data needs meeting

Frank, 

  

As we discussed, HDR would like to meet with you to discuss the following: 

  

• Data (tern and plover, Heritage Program Database, etc) we have obtained and our intended use of that data 
relative to meeting study objectives 

• Discuss other data that may exist, or existing data in other formats, that will help in meeting study objectives (such 
as the Loup River fisheries 1971 Report?) 

• Discuss the data gaps that exist relative to aiding in addressing study objectives 

• Discuss the Nebraska Heritage Program Database and the data we may still need from this source to supplement 
the data we already have 

I have copied Jeff, Dave, and Rick on this e-mail for their potential involvement as warranted. I would not anticipated this 
meeting lasting longer than 2 hours. 

We are available to meet any time on May 4, 5, or 6, May 7 (8:30 to 10:30), or May 8. We would plan to come to your 
offices in Lincoln. 

Please let me know if any of these times work for you. 

Thanks. 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114-4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Jeff_Runge@fws.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 28, 2009 11:14 AM
To: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Cc: abaum@upperloupnrd.org; adubas@leg.ne.gov; al.berndt@nebraska.gov; arobak@loup.com; 

astuthman@leg.ne.gov; barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; bczoning@frontiernet.net; Sigler, 
Bill; bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; bpuschendorf@nebraskahistory.org; butchk@nctc.net; 
calms@neb.rr.com; cgenoa@cablene.com; cityadmin@cablene.com; 
clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; cothern.joe@epa.gov; danno@nohva.com; 
david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; david.turner@ferc.gov; djjarecke@clarkswb.net; 
don_simpson@blm.gov; frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; Waldow, George; 
jalexand@usgs.gov; jangell@dnr.ne.gov; jeddins@achp.gov; jjshadl@nppd.com; 
jmangi@columbusne.us; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; jmsunne@nppd.com; 
john.bender@nebraska.gov; julias@poncatribe4ne.org; justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; 
jwinkler@papionrd.org; kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; 
ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; mark.ivy@ferc.gov; Pillard, Matt; mbrown9
@unl.edu; mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; mkuzila1@unl.edu; mohler@nctc.net; 
monroe@megavision.com; msittler@lpsnrd.org; nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; 
nsuess@loup.com; Engelbert, Pat; pcclerk@megavision.com; peggy.harding@ferc.gov; 
prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; Damgaard, Quinn V.; randy_thoreson@nps.gov; 
rbishop@cpnrd.org; Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; robert_harms@fws.gov; 
rziola@loup.com; White, Stephanie; steve.chick@ne.usda.gov; King, Wendy; 
Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov

Subject: Re: Loup Power District FERC Relicensing 4 Study Plan Meetings

Thank you for the information Lisa. At the April 21 meeting, our office had identified discrepancies between 

the Proposed Study Plan and SD2. Will there be a revision or supplement to the Proposed Study Plan that will 

include objectives and methods for all key resource needs identified in SD2? Our office would like to address 

the objectives and methods for these key resource needs at the May 27(28 meeting. 

 

Jeff Runge 

 

******************************* 

Jeff Runge 

Fish and Wildlife Biologist 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

203 W. Second Street 

Grand Island, NE 68801 

(308) 382(6468, Ext. 22 

(308) 379(8553 Cell 

(308) 384(8835 Fax 

******************************** 

 

 

"Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)" <Lisa.Richardson@hdrinc.com> 

 

"Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)" 

<Lisa.Richardson@hdrinc.com>

04/28/09 10:40 AM 

To
 
"abaum@upperloupnrd.org" 

<abaum@upperloupnrd.org>, "adubas@leg.ne.gov" 

<adubas@leg.ne.gov>, "al.berndt@nebraska.gov" 

<al.berndt@nebraska.gov>, 

"astuthman@leg.ne.gov" <astuthman@leg.ne.gov>, 

"barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil" 
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<barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil>, 

"bczoning@frontiernet.net" 

<bczoning@frontiernet.net>, 

"bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov" 

<bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov>, 

"bpuschendorf@nebraskahistory.org" 

<bpuschendorf@nebraskahistory.org>, 

"butchk@nctc.net" <butchk@nctc.net>, 

"calms@neb.rr.com" <calms@neb.rr.com>, 

"cgenoa@cablene.com" <cgenoa@cablene.com>, 

"cityadmin@cablene.com" 

<cityadmin@cablene.com>, 

"clangemeier@leg.ne.gov" 

<clangemeier@leg.ne.gov>, "cothern.joe@epa.gov" 

<cothern.joe@epa.gov>, "danno@nohva.com" 

<danno@nohva.com>, "david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov" 

<david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov>, 

"djjarecke@clarkswb.net" 

<djjarecke@clarkswb.net>, 

"don_simpson@blm.gov" 

<don_simpson@blm.gov>, 

"frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov" 

<frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov>, 

"jalexand@usgs.gov" <jalexand@usgs.gov>, 

"jangell@dnr.ne.gov" <jangell@dnr.ne.gov>, 

"jeddins@achp.gov" <jeddins@achp.gov>, 

"jmangi@columbusne.us" 

<jmangi@columbusne.us>, "jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org" 

<jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org>, "jmsunne@nppd.com" 

<jmsunne@nppd.com>, 

"john.bender@nebraska.gov" 

<john.bender@nebraska.gov>, 

"justin.lavene@nebraska.gov" 

<justin.lavene@nebraska.gov>, 

"jwinkler@papionrd.org" <jwinkler@papionrd.org>, 

"kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov" 

<kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov>, 

"kennyj@headwaterscorp.com" 

<kennyj@headwaterscorp.com>, 

"ksullivan@leg.ne.gov" <ksullivan@leg.ne.gov>, 

"lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org" <lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org>, 

"mbrown9@unl.edu" <mbrown9@unl.edu>, 

"mferguson@gp.usbr.gov" 

<mferguson@gp.usbr.gov>, "mkuzila1@unl.edu" 

<mkuzila1@unl.edu>, "monroe@megavision.com" 

<monroe@megavision.com>, "msittler@lpsnrd.org" 

<msittler@lpsnrd.org>, "pcclerk@megavision.com" 

<pcclerk@megavision.com>, 

"peggy.harding@ferc.gov" 

<peggy.harding@ferc.gov>, 

"prescott.brownell@noaa.gov" 

<prescott.brownell@noaa.gov>, 

"randy_thoreson@nps.gov" 

<randy_thoreson@nps.gov>, "rbishop@cpnrd.org" 

<rbishop@cpnrd.org>, 

"Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov" 

<Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov>, 

"robert_harms@fws.gov" 

<robert_harms@fws.gov>, 

"steve.chick@ne.usda.gov" 

<steve.chick@ne.usda.gov>, 
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"Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov" 

<Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov>, 

"david.turner@ferc.gov" <david.turner@ferc.gov>, 

"nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov" 

<nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov>, "mark.ivy@ferc.gov" 

<mark.ivy@ferc.gov>, "julias@poncatribe(ne.org" 

<julias@poncatribe(ne.org>, "jeff_runge@fws.gov" 

<jeff_runge@fws.gov>, "mohler@nctc.net" 

<mohler@nctc.net>, "jjshadl@nppd.com" 

<jjshadl@nppd.com>, 

"zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov" 

<zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov> 

cc
 
"nsuess@loup.com" <nsuess@loup.com>, 

"rziola@loup.com" <rziola@loup.com>, 

"arobak@loup.com" <arobak@loup.com>, 

"Waldow, George" 

<George.Waldow@hdrinc.com>, "Engelbert, Pat" 

<Pat.Engelbert@hdrinc.com>, "Sigler, Bill" 

<Bill.Sigler@hdrinc.com>, "White, Stephanie" 

<Stephanie.White@hdrinc.com>, "King, Wendy" 

<Wendy.King@hdrinc.com>, "Damgaard, Quinn 

V." <Quinn.Damgaard@hdrinc.com>, "Pillard, 

Matt" <Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com> 

Subject
 
Loup Power District FERC Relicensing ( Study Plan 

Meetings 
   

 

Relicensing Participants, 

 

Thanks to those of you who attended the study plan meeting on Tuesday, April 21
st

 in Columbus. A transcript 

of the discussion will be available by May 8 on the project website at: 

http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/agencymeetingsresources.html. 

 

Several additional meetings are planned for the month of May to continue discussions on what studies are 

needed, how studies will be conducted, and how the data from each study will be used (e.g., to evaluate 

species impacts, etc). These meetings include: 

Date and Time Topic Location* 

Tuesday, May 5 

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
Section 106 Compliance (Study 11) Conference Call 

Monday, May 11 

10:30 AM – 3:00 PM 
Recreation (Studies 8-10) 

District Office 

2404 15th St. 

Columbus, NE 

Wednesday, May 27 

Thursday, May 28 

8:30 AM – 5:00 PM both days 

Continued Discussion As Needed  

(Studies 1-12) 

Holiday Inn Express 

524 E 23rd St 

Columbus, NE 

*All meetings are also available by conference call. Please note that you will be calling in when you RSVP. 
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RSVP 48 hours in advance of each meeting to: 

Angell Robak at arobak@loup.com 

(402) 564-3171, ext. 275. 

 

The consensus derived at these meetings will guide the revised study plan to be submitted July 27
th

 to FERC. 

 

The Proposed Study Plan was submitted to FERC on March 27, 2009. An electronic copy of the document can 

be found at the following location: http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/documents.html 

 

SHPO Project reference: HP#0804-127-01 

 

Thanks again, 

 

Lisa 

Lisa M. Richardson, P.E. 

Project Manager 

HDR One Company | Many Solutions 

8404 Indian Hills Drive 

Omaha, NE 68114-4049 

Phone: 402.926.7026 

Cell: 402.618.9865 

Fax: 402.399.1111 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Sent: Tuesday, April 28, 2009 10:40 AM
To: abaum@upperloupnrd.org; adubas@leg.ne.gov; al.berndt@nebraska.gov; 

astuthman@leg.ne.gov; barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; bczoning@frontiernet.net; 
bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; bpuschendorf@nebraskahistory.org; butchk@nctc.net; 
calms@neb.rr.com; cgenoa@cablene.com; cityadmin@cablene.com; 
clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; cothern.joe@epa.gov; danno@nohva.com; 
david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; djjarecke@clarkswb.net; don_simpson@blm.gov; 
frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; jalexand@usgs.gov; jangell@dnr.ne.gov; jeddins@achp.gov; 
jmangi@columbusne.us; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; jmsunne@nppd.com; 
john.bender@nebraska.gov; justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; jwinkler@papionrd.org; 
kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; 
lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; mbrown9@unl.edu; mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; mkuzila1@unl.edu; 
monroe@megavision.com; msittler@lpsnrd.org; pcclerk@megavision.com; 
peggy.harding@ferc.gov; prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; randy_thoreson@nps.gov; 
rbishop@cpnrd.org; Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; robert_harms@fws.gov; 
steve.chick@ne.usda.gov; Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; david.turner@ferc.gov; 
nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; mark.ivy@ferc.gov; julias@poncatribe2ne.org; 
jeff_runge@fws.gov; mohler@nctc.net; jjshadl@nppd.com; 
zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov

Cc: nsuess@loup.com; rziola@loup.com; arobak@loup.com; Waldow, George; Engelbert, Pat; 
Sigler, Bill; White, Stephanie; King, Wendy; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Pillard, Matt

Subject: Loup Power District FERC Relicensing 2 Study Plan Meetings

Relicensing Participants, 

 

Thanks to those of you who attended the study plan meeting on Tuesday, April 21
st

 in Columbus.  A transcript of the 

discussion will be available by May 8 on the project website at: 

http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/agencymeetingsresources.html. 

 

Several additional meetings are planned for the month of May to continue discussions on what studies are needed, how 

studies will be conducted, and how the data from each study will be used (e.g., to evaluate species impacts, etc).  These 

meetings include: 

 

Date and Time Topic Location* 
Tuesday, May 5 

10:00 AM � 2:00 PM 
Section 106 Compliance (Study 11) Conference Call 

Monday, May 11 
10:30 AM – 3:00 PM 

Recreation (Studies 8�10) 
District Office 
2404 15th St. 
Columbus, NE 

Wednesday, May 27 
Thursday, May 28 
8:30 AM – 5:00 PM both days 

Continued Discussion As Needed  
(Studies 1�12) 

Holiday Inn Express 
524 E 23rd St 
Columbus, NE 

*All meetings are also available by conference call.  Please note that you will be calling in when you RSVP. 
 

RSVP 48 hours in advance of each meeting to: 

Angell Robak at arobak@loup.com 

(402) 564-3171, ext. 275. 

 

The consensus derived at these meetings will guide the revised study plan to be submitted July 27
th

 to FERC. 

 

The Proposed Study Plan was submitted to FERC on March 27, 2009.  An electronic copy of the document can be found 

at the following location: http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/documents.html 
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SHPO Project reference: HP#0804	127	01 

  

Thanks again, 

 

Lisa 

Lisa M. Richardson, P.E. 
Project Manager 

HDR  One Company | Many Solutions 
8404 Indian Hills Drive 
Omaha, NE  6811424049 
Phone: 402.926.7026 
Cell:  402.618.9865 
Fax: 402.399.1111 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Friday, May 08, 2009 9:12 AM
To: abaum@upperloupnrd.org; adubas@leg.ne.gov; al.berndt@nebraska.gov; 

astuthman@leg.ne.gov; barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; bczoning@frontiernet.net; 
bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; bpuschendorf@nebraskahistory.org; butchk@nctc.net; 
calms@neb.rr.com; cgenoa@cablene.com; cityadmin@cablene.com; 
clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; cothern.joe@epa.gov; danno@nohva.com; 
david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; djjarecke@clarkswb.net; don_simpson@blm.gov; 
frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; jalexand@usgs.gov; jean.angell@nebraska.gov; 
jeddins@achp.gov; jmangi@columbusne.us; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; jmsunne@nppd.com; 
john.bender@nebraska.gov; justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; jwinkler@papionrd.org; 
kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; 
lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; mbrown9@unl.edu; mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; mkuzila1@unl.edu; 
monroe@megavision.com; msittler@lpsnrd.org; pcclerk@megavision.com; 
peggy.harding@ferc.gov; prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; randy_thoreson@nps.gov; 
rbishop@cpnrd.org; Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; robert_harms@fws.gov; 
steve.chick@ne.usda.gov; Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; david.turner@ferc.gov; 
nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; mark.ivy@ferc.gov; julias@poncatribe.ne.org; 
jeff_runge@fws.gov; mohler@nctc.net; jjshadl@nppd.com; 
zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov

Cc: nsuess@loup.com; rziola@loup.com; arobak@loup.com; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Waldow, 
George; Engelbert, Pat; Sigler, Bill; White, Stephanie; King, Wendy; Damgaard, Quinn V.

Subject: Loup Power District FERC Relicensing . Study Plan Meeting Information
Attachments: Directions to Loup Power District Main Office .pdf

Relicensing Participants, 

 

The following materials will be posted by 12:00 PM today on the project website at: 

http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/agencymeetingsresources.html : 

 

• April 21 Study Plan Meeting Transcript 

• Agenda and Handout for May 11
th

 Discussion of Recreation Studies (8-10) 

 

Reminders:  

 

Recreation, Land Use, and Aesthetics Study Plan Meeting 

The Recreation, Land Use, and Aesthetics Study Plan meeting is on May 11. Meeting materials are available on the 

project website.   Please RSVP to Angell Robak by noon on May 8
th

  at arobak@loup.com or (402) 564-3171, ext. 275.  Due 

to local road construction, please see the attached directions to the Loup District Offices. 

 

Aquatic Resources Study Plan Meetings 

Also, as a reminder, we will continue our discussion of Aquatic Resources (and other studies as needed) on Wednesday, 

May 27 and Thursday, May 28.  The consensus derived at these meetings will guide the revised study plan to be 

submitted July 27
th

 to FERC.  Please RSVP to Angell by noon on May 22
nd

.   

 

Also, please let Angell or myself know if you would be interested in gathering at the Powerhouse Park after the meeting 

on Wednesday, May 27 for a picnic dinner and socializing.  We appreciate your time and input on this relicensing effort. 

 

 

See below for details for both meetings: 

 

Date and Time Topic Location*    RSVP 

Monday, May 11 Recreation (Studies 8�10) District Office  May 8th, 12:00 p.m. 
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10:30 AM – 3:00 PM 2404 15th St. 
Columbus, NE 

Wednesday, May 27 
Thursday, May 28 
8:30 AM – 5:00 PM both days 

Continued Discussion on Goals and Objectives 
(as needed) and New Discussion on 
Methodologies  
(Studies 1�12) 

Holiday Inn Express 
524 E 23rd St 
Columbus, NE 

 May 22nd, 12:00 p.m. 

*These meetings are also available by conference call.  Please note that you will be calling in when you RSVP. 
 
RSVP to: 

Angell Robak at arobak@loup.com 

(402) 564-3171, ext. 275. 

 

 

 

SHPO Project reference: HP#0804	127	01 

  

Thanks again, 

 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114.4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2009 12:57 PM
To: King, Wendy
Subject: FW: 
Attachments: Agenda.090505.SHPO.doc

 

 

From: Madson, Michael J.  

Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2009 11:35 AM 
To: Dolberg, Jill; Robert Puschendorf 

Cc: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha) 

Subject:  

 

Looking forward to Tuesday. 

 

Please see the attached agenda. Call me ahead of time if you have any comments, questions or additions. 

 

Mike 

 

Michael J. Madson, M.S., RPA  

Professional Associate 

Senior Archaeologist/Cultural Resources Project Manager 
HDR ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions 

701 Xenia Avenue South | Suite 600 | Minneapolis, MN | 55416 
Phone: 763527855921 | Fax: 763559155413 | Mobile: 612550156237 | Email: michael.madson@hdrinc.com 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Friday, May 08, 2009 4:01 PM
To: julias@poncatribe�ne.org
Cc: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Frame, Gail; King, Wendy
Subject: FW: Loup Power District FERC Relicensing � Study Plan Meeting Information
Attachments: Directions to Loup Power District Main Office .pdf

Good Afternoon Julia. 

 

Please see the information below regarding upcoming meetings on the Loup Power District Relicensing project. Please 

let me know if you have any questions. We’ll add you to our database for future emails. 

 

Thanks! 

 

Matt 

 

From: Pillard, Matt  

Sent: Friday, May 08, 2009 9:12 AM 

To: abaum@upperloupnrd.org; adubas@leg.ne.gov; al.berndt@nebraska.gov; astuthman@leg.ne.gov; 
barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; bczoning@frontiernet.net; bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; 

bpuschendorf@nebraskahistory.org; butchk@nctc.net; calms@neb.rr.com; cgenoa@cablene.com; 

cityadmin@cablene.com; clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; cothern.joe@epa.gov; danno@nohva.com; david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; 
djjarecke@clarkswb.net; don_simpson@blm.gov; frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; jalexand@usgs.gov; 

'jean.angell@nebraska.gov'; jeddins@achp.gov; jmangi@columbusne.us; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; jmsunne@nppd.com; 
john.bender@nebraska.gov; justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; jwinkler@papionrd.org; kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; 

kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; mbrown9@unl.edu; mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; 
mkuzila1@unl.edu; monroe@megavision.com; msittler@lpsnrd.org; pcclerk@megavision.com; peggy.harding@ferc.gov; 

prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; randy_thoreson@nps.gov; rbishop@cpnrd.org; Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; 

robert_harms@fws.gov; steve.chick@ne.usda.gov; Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; david.turner@ferc.gov; 
nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; mark.ivy@ferc.gov; julias@poncatribe/ne.org; jeff_runge@fws.gov; mohler@nctc.net; 

jjshadl@nppd.com; zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov 
Cc: nsuess@loup.com; rziola@loup.com; arobak@loup.com; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Waldow, George; Engelbert, Pat; 

Sigler, Bill; White, Stephanie; King, Wendy; Damgaard, Quinn V. 

Subject: Loup Power District FERC Relicensing / Study Plan Meeting Information 

 

Relicensing Participants, 

 

The following materials will be posted by 12:00 PM today on the project website at: 

http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/agencymeetingsresources.html : 

 

• April 21 Study Plan Meeting Transcript 

• Agenda and Handout for May 11
th

 Discussion of Recreation Studies (8-10) 

 

Reminders:  

 

Recreation, Land Use, and Aesthetics Study Plan Meeting 

The Recreation, Land Use, and Aesthetics Study Plan meeting is on May 11. Meeting materials are available on the 

project website.   Please RSVP to Angell Robak by noon on May 8
th

  at arobak@loup.com or (402) 564-3171, ext. 275.  Due 

to local road construction, please see the attached directions to the Loup District Offices. 

 

Aquatic Resources Study Plan Meetings 
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Also, as a reminder, we will continue our discussion of Aquatic Resources (and other studies as needed) on Wednesday, 

May 27 and Thursday, May 28.  The consensus derived at these meetings will guide the revised study plan to be 

submitted July 27
th

 to FERC.  Please RSVP to Angell by noon on May 22
nd

.   

 

Also, please let Angell or myself know if you would be interested in gathering at the Powerhouse Park after the meeting 

on Wednesday, May 27 for a picnic dinner and socializing.  We appreciate your time and input on this relicensing effort. 

 

 

See below for details for both meetings: 

 

Date and Time Topic Location*    RSVP 

Monday, May 11 
10:30 AM – 3:00 PM 

Recreation (Studies 8"10) 
District Office 
2404 15th St. 
Columbus, NE 

 May 8th, 12:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, May 27 
Thursday, May 28 
8:30 AM – 5:00 PM both days 

Continued Discussion on Goals and Objectives 
(as needed) and New Discussion on 
Methodologies  
(Studies 1"12) 

Holiday Inn Express 
524 E 23rd St 
Columbus, NE 

 May 22nd, 12:00 p.m. 

*These meetings are also available by conference call.  Please note that you will be calling in when you RSVP. 
 
RSVP to: 

Angell Robak at arobak@loup.com 

(402) 564-3171, ext. 275. 

 

 

 

SHPO Project reference: HP#0804/127/01 

  

Thanks again, 

 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114�4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pavelka, Gregory A NWO [Gregory.A.Pavelka@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Friday, May 15, 2009 8:59 AM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: RE: Another Missouri River Habitat Question

Hi Melissa, 
 
 The extensive study I mentioned is the pre-decisional EIS for ESH. It probably won't be 
released until the spring of 2010 at the earliest. The plovers are back and have been seen as 
far north as Fort Peck Lake in eastern Montana. Our crew at Gavins Point is just now starting 
to find nests. We have been seeing common terns, but least terns have not been verified yet. 
I would expect they will start showing up next week. It is a long flight from South America. 
Have a good weekend. 
 
Greg  
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Marinovich, Melissa [mailto:Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com] 
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2009 3:00 PM 
To: Pavelka, Gregory A NWO 
Subject: Another Missouri River Habitat Question 
 
Hi Greg, 
 
  
 
Have the birds returned to the river yet? I know the plovers are milling around the Platte 
and sandpits, but the terns have not been spotted yet. I am currently helping gather 
additional information on sandbar habitat availability for terns and plovers in different 
river systems. In one of our phone conversations, you had mentioned that an extensive study 
was done (in preparation of the pre-decision EIS on Emergent Sandbar Habitat) that looked at 
digital photography of all the habitat in the Missouri River from 1998 to 2008. I haven't 
been able to find any information on this study and was wondering if you could send me either 
a link, copy of the report, or any additional information on this study. Thanks for all your 
help! Happy spring! 
 
  
 
Melissa Marinovich 
 
Environmental Scientist 
 
  
 
HDR  ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions 
 
8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114-4098 
 
Phone: 402.399.1317 | Fax: 402.399.1111  
 
Email: melissa.marinovich@hdrinc.com <mailto:melissa.marinovich@hdrinc.com>  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Schainost, Steve [steve.schainost@nebraska.gov]
Sent: Monday, May 18, 2009 7:24 PM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: RE: Johnson Fish reports?

The Sargent "will be" a rock ramp when it is done.  I believe they are purchasing and 
stockpiling rock right now and will do the work in the fall.  Belmont is a denil fish ladder.  
At Milburn Dam, they built a new supplemental spillway.  The main spillway is a triple box 
culvert through the dam that can handle up to 700 cfs.  The fishway is a single box culvert 
that is set 6 feet (?) higher, again through the dam, and is designed to handle a maximum of 
100 cfs.  The gates on all four are vertical slide gates that are computer controlled.  I can 
provide photos when I get back to the office.  I believe a rock ramp would be the most 
suitable and cost effective for the Loup Diversion which, if memory serves, is only a few 
feet high. 
 
Steve Schainost 
 
 
Note:  new email address - steve.schainost@nebraska.gov 
________________________________________ 
From: Marinovich, Melissa [Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com] 
Sent: Monday, May 18, 2009 6:09 
To: Schainost, Steve 
Cc: Sigler, Bill 
Subject: RE: Johnson Fish reports? 
 
Dear Mr. Schainost 
 
Thank you for the quick reply! Later this week would be great. Also, we've been looking a lot 
at fish passage possibilities for the diversion structure (I think you talked to Bill Sigler 
about this a while ago) and I just wanted to clarify - I was told that there were three 
different fish passage designs at Sargent, Milburn, and Belmont (?). Is this correct? And if 
so, do you have any design plans for these structures with regards to the different types of 
fish passage used at each one? I was under the impression that the Sargent structure is a 
"rock ramp", the Milburn structure is a side channel, and the Belmont structure is a fish 
ladder. I really appreciate your help in this and look forward to hearing from you again 
later in the week. Thanks again! 
 
Melissa 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Schainost, Steve [mailto:steve.schainost@nebraska.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, May 17, 2009 9:10 PM 
To: Marinovich, Melissa 
Subject: RE: Johnson Fish reports? 
 
Dear Ms. Marinovich: 
 
I'm out of town right now but can send you the Loup fish collection info later this week.  I 
don't have anything for the Power Canal. 
 
Steve Schainost 
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Note:  new email address - steve.schainost@nebraska.gov 
________________________________________ 
From: Marinovich, Melissa [Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com] 
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2009 12:40 
To: Schainost, Steve 
Subject: Johnson Fish reports? 
 
Hi Steve, 
 
I am working on the Loup Hydroelectric FERC Relicensing Project. I was recently in a meeting 
with Rich Holland discussing fish sampling in the Loup River and Loup Power Canal. He 
mentioned a few different fish survey resources that we had not yet come across and said that 
you would likely have these resources. He mentioned a Johnson survey(s) from the 1940's and 
some statewide surveys from 2005. He told me to contact you about those resources and gave me 
your contact information. If you have copies of these reports or any fish survey/sampling 
information on the Loup River or Loup Power Canal, could you possibly send me a copy of these 
reports/survey information? I will also attempt to contact you by phone. Thanks for your help 
and if you have any questions, please email or call. Thanks! 
 
Melissa Marinovich 
Environmental Scientist 
 
HDR  ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions 
8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114-4098 
Phone: 402.399.1317 | Fax: 402.399.1111 
Email: melissa.marinovich@hdrinc.com<mailto:melissa.marinovich@hdrinc.com> 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 4:41 PM
To: abaum@upperloupnrd.org; adubas@leg.ne.gov; al.berndt@nebraska.gov; 

astuthman@leg.ne.gov; barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; bczoning@frontiernet.net; 
bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov; bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; butchk@nctc.net; 
calms@neb.rr.com; cgenoa@cablene.com; cityadmin@cablene.com; 
clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; CoraJones@bia.gov; cothern.joe@epa.gov; danno@nohva.com; 
david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; david.turner@ferc.gov; djjarecke@clarkswb.net; 
don_simpson@blm.gov; frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; jalexand@usgs.gov; 
jangell@nebraska.gov; jblackhawk@aol.com; jeddins@achp.gov; jeff_runge@fws.gov; 
jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov; jjshadl@nppd.com; jmangi@columbusne.us; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; 
jmsunne@nppd.com; john.bender@nebraska.gov; julias@poncatribe+ne.org; 
justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; jwinkler@papionrd.org; kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; 
kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; Kim.Nguyen@ferc.gov; ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; 
lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; mark.ivy@ferc.gov; mbrown9@unl.edu; mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; 
mkuzila1@unl.edu; mohler@nctc.net; monroe@megavision.com; msittler@lpsnrd.org; 
nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; pcclerk@megavision.com; peggy.harding@ferc.gov; 
prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; randy_thoreson@nps.gov; rbishop@cpnrd.org; 
Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; robert_harms@fws.gov; rtrudell@santeedakota.org; 
steve.chick@ne.usda.gov; Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov

Cc: Angel Robak; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Teresa Petr; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, Pat; 
Frame, Gail; Grennan, Dennis E.; King, Wendy; Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); 
Sigler, Bill; Waldow, George; White, Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District + Study Plan Meeting Reminder

STUDY PLAN MEETING REMINDER 

 

Date and Time Topic Location* 

Wednesday, May 27 

Thursday, May 28 

8:30 AM – 5:00 PM both days 

Continued Discussion on Goals and 

Objectives (as needed) and New 

Discussion on Methodologies (Studies 

1-12) 

Holiday Inn Express 

524 E 23rd St 

Columbus, NE 

*Instructions to help navigate summer road construction can be found at the end of this e-mail. 

 

Please RSVP to Angell Robak by noon on May 22nd 

arobak@loup.com 

(402) 564-3171, ext. 275. 

 

Supporting materials can be found on line: 

http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/agencymeetingsresources.html 

• 4/21 Study Plan Meeting Outcomes Memo 

• Agenda for next week’s meeting  

• Transcript of the 5/11/09 Recreation, Land Use, and Aesthetics Study Plan Meeting (posted by Friday, 

May 22nd) 

• Handouts for next week’s meeting (posted by Friday, May 22nd) 

 

This meeting will be available by conference call for those of you unable to travel:  866-994-6437  Passcode: 

4023994909   

 

Please let Angell or myself know if you would be interested in gathering at the Powerhouse Park after the 

meeting on Wednesday, May 27 for a picnic dinner and socializing.   

 

We appreciate your time and input on this relicensing effort. 
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SHPO Project reference: HP#0804-127-01 

  

Thanks again, 

 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114+4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  

  

 
Directions to Holiday Inn Express with 30/81 Viaduct out of service: 
 
For those coming from the west on Highway 30 or coming from the south on Highway 81, when you get to 8

th
 

Street (south end of closed viaduct) turn right or east onto 8
th
 Street and go 2 miles east until you get to 3

rd
 

Avenue.  Turn left or north, go one mile north to 23
rd

 Street or Highway 30.  At Highway 30 or 23
rd

 Street turn right 
or east go about 3 blocks, turn left or north at Applebee’s and you will be able to access Holiday Inn Express from 
their north entrance. 
 
In addition to rail traffic, there is a heavy amount of local traffic taking students to school and employees going to 
the east industrial area for work. 

 

 



1

Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 4:41 PM
To: abaum@upperloupnrd.org; adubas@leg.ne.gov; al.berndt@nebraska.gov; 

astuthman@leg.ne.gov; barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; bczoning@frontiernet.net; 
bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov; bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; butchk@nctc.net; 
calms@neb.rr.com; cgenoa@cablene.com; cityadmin@cablene.com; 
clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; CoraJones@bia.gov; cothern.joe@epa.gov; danno@nohva.com; 
david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; david.turner@ferc.gov; djjarecke@clarkswb.net; 
don_simpson@blm.gov; frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; jalexand@usgs.gov; 
jangell@nebraska.gov; jblackhawk@aol.com; jeddins@achp.gov; jeff_runge@fws.gov; 
jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov; jjshadl@nppd.com; jmangi@columbusne.us; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; 
jmsunne@nppd.com; john.bender@nebraska.gov; julias@poncatribe+ne.org; 
justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; jwinkler@papionrd.org; kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; 
kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; Kim.Nguyen@ferc.gov; ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; 
lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; mark.ivy@ferc.gov; mbrown9@unl.edu; mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; 
mkuzila1@unl.edu; mohler@nctc.net; monroe@megavision.com; msittler@lpsnrd.org; 
nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; pcclerk@megavision.com; peggy.harding@ferc.gov; 
prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; randy_thoreson@nps.gov; rbishop@cpnrd.org; 
Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; robert_harms@fws.gov; rtrudell@santeedakota.org; 
steve.chick@ne.usda.gov; Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov

Cc: Angel Robak; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Teresa Petr; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, Pat; 
Frame, Gail; Grennan, Dennis E.; King, Wendy; Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); 
Sigler, Bill; Waldow, George; White, Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District + Study Plan Meeting Reminder

STUDY PLAN MEETING REMINDER 

 

Date and Time Topic Location* 

Wednesday, May 27 

Thursday, May 28 

8:30 AM – 5:00 PM both days 

Continued Discussion on Goals and 

Objectives (as needed) and New 

Discussion on Methodologies (Studies 

1-12) 

Holiday Inn Express 

524 E 23rd St 

Columbus, NE 

*Instructions to help navigate summer road construction can be found at the end of this e-mail. 

 

Please RSVP to Angell Robak by noon on May 22nd 

arobak@loup.com 

(402) 564-3171, ext. 275. 

 

Supporting materials can be found on line: 

http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/agencymeetingsresources.html 

• 4/21 Study Plan Meeting Outcomes Memo 

• Agenda for next week’s meeting  

• Transcript of the 5/11/09 Recreation, Land Use, and Aesthetics Study Plan Meeting (posted by Friday, 

May 22nd) 

• Handouts for next week’s meeting (posted by Friday, May 22nd) 

 

This meeting will be available by conference call for those of you unable to travel:  866-994-6437  Passcode: 

4023994909   

 

Please let Angell or myself know if you would be interested in gathering at the Powerhouse Park after the 

meeting on Wednesday, May 27 for a picnic dinner and socializing.   

 

We appreciate your time and input on this relicensing effort. 
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SHPO Project reference: HP#0804-127-01 

  

Thanks again, 

 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114+4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  

  

 
Directions to Holiday Inn Express with 30/81 Viaduct out of service: 
 
For those coming from the west on Highway 30 or coming from the south on Highway 81, when you get to 8

th
 

Street (south end of closed viaduct) turn right or east onto 8
th
 Street and go 2 miles east until you get to 3

rd
 

Avenue.  Turn left or north, go one mile north to 23
rd

 Street or Highway 30.  At Highway 30 or 23
rd

 Street turn right 
or east go about 3 blocks, turn left or north at Applebee’s and you will be able to access Holiday Inn Express from 
their north entrance. 
 
In addition to rail traffic, there is a heavy amount of local traffic taking students to school and employees going to 
the east industrial area for work. 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2009 12:24 PM
To: todd.crawford@mail.house.gov; louis.pofahl@mail.house.gov; 

emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov
Cc: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Frame, Gail; King, Wendy
Subject: FW: Loup Power District / Study Plan Meeting Reminder

Good afternoon. 

 

The email below was sent to a variety of Federal, state,  local entities,  and citizens  regarding an upcoming meeting that 

is integral in the Loup Power District’s FERC relicensing process. We thought you would want to be aware of this meeting 

and the coordination that has occurred and will be occurring by  the Loup Power District for this effort. If you have any 

questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114/4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  

  

 

 

From: Pillard, Matt  

Sent: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 4:41 PM 

To: 'abaum@upperloupnrd.org'; 'adubas@leg.ne.gov'; 'al.berndt@nebraska.gov'; 'astuthman@leg.ne.gov'; 
'barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil'; 'bczoning@frontiernet.net'; 'bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov'; 

'bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov'; 'butchk@nctc.net'; 'calms@neb.rr.com'; 'cgenoa@cablene.com'; 
'cityadmin@cablene.com'; 'clangemeier@leg.ne.gov'; 'CoraJones@bia.gov'; 'cothern.joe@epa.gov'; 'danno@nohva.com'; 

'david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov'; 'david.turner@ferc.gov'; 'djjarecke@clarkswb.net'; 'don_simpson@blm.gov'; 

'frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov'; 'jalexand@usgs.gov'; 'jangell@nebraska.gov'; 'jblackhawk@aol.com'; 'jeddins@achp.gov'; 
'jeff_runge@fws.gov'; 'jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov'; 'jjshadl@nppd.com'; 'jmangi@columbusne.us'; 'jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org'; 

'jmsunne@nppd.com'; 'john.bender@nebraska.gov'; 'julias@poncatribe,ne.org'; 'justin.lavene@nebraska.gov'; 
'jwinkler@papionrd.org'; 'kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov'; 'kennyj@headwaterscorp.com'; 'Kim.Nguyen@ferc.gov'; 

'ksullivan@leg.ne.gov'; 'lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org'; 'mark.ivy@ferc.gov'; 'mbrown9@unl.edu'; 'mferguson@gp.usbr.gov'; 
'mkuzila1@unl.edu'; 'mohler@nctc.net'; 'monroe@megavision.com'; 'msittler@lpsnrd.org'; 'nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov'; 

'pcclerk@megavision.com'; 'peggy.harding@ferc.gov'; 'prescott.brownell@noaa.gov'; 'randy_thoreson@nps.gov'; 

'rbishop@cpnrd.org'; 'Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov'; 'robert_harms@fws.gov'; 'rtrudell@santeedakota.org'; 
'steve.chick@ne.usda.gov'; 'Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov'; 'zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov' 

Cc: 'Angel Robak'; 'Neil Suess'; 'Ron Ziola'; 'Teresa Petr'; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, Pat; Frame, Gail; Grennan, 
Dennis E.; King, Wendy; Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Sigler, Bill; Waldow, George; White, Stephanie 

Subject: Loup Power District , Study Plan Meeting Reminder 

 

STUDY PLAN MEETING REMINDER 

 

Date and Time Topic Location* 
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Wednesday, May 27 

Thursday, May 28 

8:30 AM – 5:00 PM both days 

Continued Discussion on Goals and 

Objectives (as needed) and New 

Discussion on Methodologies (Studies 

1-12) 

Holiday Inn Express 

524 E 23rd St 

Columbus, NE 

*Instructions to help navigate summer road construction can be found at the end of this e-mail. 

 

Please RSVP to Angell Robak by noon on May 22nd 

arobak@loup.com 

(402) 564-3171, ext. 275. 

 

Supporting materials can be found on line: 

http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/agencymeetingsresources.html 

• 4/21 Study Plan Meeting Outcomes Memo 

• Agenda for next week’s meeting  

• Transcript of the 5/11/09 Recreation, Land Use, and Aesthetics Study Plan Meeting (posted by Friday, 

May 22nd) 

• Handouts for next week’s meeting (posted by Friday, May 22nd) 

 

This meeting will be available by conference call for those of you unable to travel:  866-994-6437  Passcode: 

4023994909   

 

Please let Angell or myself know if you would be interested in gathering at the Powerhouse Park after the 

meeting on Wednesday, May 27 for a picnic dinner and socializing.   

 

We appreciate your time and input on this relicensing effort. 

 

SHPO Project reference: HP#0804-127-01 

  

Thanks again, 

 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114/4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  

  

 
Directions to Holiday Inn Express with 30/81 Viaduct out of service: 
 
For those coming from the west on Highway 30 or coming from the south on Highway 81, when you get to 8

th
 

Street (south end of closed viaduct) turn right or east onto 8
th
 Street and go 2 miles east until you get to 3

rd
 

Avenue.  Turn left or north, go one mile north to 23
rd

 Street or Highway 30.  At Highway 30 or 23
rd

 Street turn right 
or east go about 3 blocks, turn left or north at Applebee’s and you will be able to access Holiday Inn Express from 
their north entrance. 
 
In addition to rail traffic, there is a heavy amount of local traffic taking students to school and employees going to 
the east industrial area for work. 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2009 4:22 PM
To: ncpza@hamilton.net
Cc: King, Wendy; Frame, Gail
Subject: FW: Loup Power District & Study Plan Meeting Reminder

Mary, 

 

Please see message below relative to the Loup Power District FERC relicensing process. We  updated our database to 

include Hamilton County Planning and Zoning. Let me know if you have any questions. 

 

Thanks. 

 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114&4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  

  

 

 

From: Pillard, Matt  

Sent: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 4:41 PM 

To: 'abaum@upperloupnrd.org'; 'adubas@leg.ne.gov'; 'al.berndt@nebraska.gov'; 'astuthman@leg.ne.gov'; 
'barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil'; 'bczoning@frontiernet.net'; 'bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov'; 

'bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov'; 'butchk@nctc.net'; 'calms@neb.rr.com'; 'cgenoa@cablene.com'; 
'cityadmin@cablene.com'; 'clangemeier@leg.ne.gov'; 'CoraJones@bia.gov'; 'cothern.joe@epa.gov'; 'danno@nohva.com'; 

'david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov'; 'david.turner@ferc.gov'; 'djjarecke@clarkswb.net'; 'don_simpson@blm.gov'; 

'frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov'; 'jalexand@usgs.gov'; 'jangell@nebraska.gov'; 'jblackhawk@aol.com'; 'jeddins@achp.gov'; 
'jeff_runge@fws.gov'; 'jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov'; 'jjshadl@nppd.com'; 'jmangi@columbusne.us'; 'jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org'; 

'jmsunne@nppd.com'; 'john.bender@nebraska.gov'; 'julias@poncatribe,ne.org'; 'justin.lavene@nebraska.gov'; 
'jwinkler@papionrd.org'; 'kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov'; 'kennyj@headwaterscorp.com'; 'Kim.Nguyen@ferc.gov'; 

'ksullivan@leg.ne.gov'; 'lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org'; 'mark.ivy@ferc.gov'; 'mbrown9@unl.edu'; 'mferguson@gp.usbr.gov'; 

'mkuzila1@unl.edu'; 'mohler@nctc.net'; 'monroe@megavision.com'; 'msittler@lpsnrd.org'; 'nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov'; 
'pcclerk@megavision.com'; 'peggy.harding@ferc.gov'; 'prescott.brownell@noaa.gov'; 'randy_thoreson@nps.gov'; 

'rbishop@cpnrd.org'; 'Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov'; 'robert_harms@fws.gov'; 'rtrudell@santeedakota.org'; 
'steve.chick@ne.usda.gov'; 'Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov'; 'zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov' 

Cc: 'Angel Robak'; 'Neil Suess'; 'Ron Ziola'; 'Teresa Petr'; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, Pat; Frame, Gail; Grennan, 
Dennis E.; King, Wendy; Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Sigler, Bill; Waldow, George; White, Stephanie 

Subject: Loup Power District , Study Plan Meeting Reminder 

 

STUDY PLAN MEETING REMINDER 

 

Date and Time Topic Location* 

Wednesday, May 27 

Thursday, May 28 

8:30 AM – 5:00 PM both days 

Continued Discussion on Goals and 

Objectives (as needed) and New 

Discussion on Methodologies (Studies 

Holiday Inn Express 

524 E 23rd St 

Columbus, NE 
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1-12) 

*Instructions to help navigate summer road construction can be found at the end of this e-mail. 

 

Please RSVP to Angell Robak by noon on May 22nd 

arobak@loup.com 

(402) 564-3171, ext. 275. 

 

Supporting materials can be found on line: 

http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/agencymeetingsresources.html 

• 4/21 Study Plan Meeting Outcomes Memo 

• Agenda for next week’s meeting  

• Transcript of the 5/11/09 Recreation, Land Use, and Aesthetics Study Plan Meeting (posted by Friday, 

May 22nd) 

• Handouts for next week’s meeting (posted by Friday, May 22nd) 

 

This meeting will be available by conference call for those of you unable to travel:  866-994-6437  Passcode: 

4023994909   

 

Please let Angell or myself know if you would be interested in gathering at the Powerhouse Park after the 

meeting on Wednesday, May 27 for a picnic dinner and socializing.   

 

We appreciate your time and input on this relicensing effort. 

 

SHPO Project reference: HP#0804-127-01 

  

Thanks again, 

 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114&4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  

  

 
Directions to Holiday Inn Express with 30/81 Viaduct out of service: 
 
For those coming from the west on Highway 30 or coming from the south on Highway 81, when you get to 8

th
 

Street (south end of closed viaduct) turn right or east onto 8
th
 Street and go 2 miles east until you get to 3

rd
 

Avenue.  Turn left or north, go one mile north to 23
rd

 Street or Highway 30.  At Highway 30 or 23
rd

 Street turn right 
or east go about 3 blocks, turn left or north at Applebee’s and you will be able to access Holiday Inn Express from 
their north entrance. 
 
In addition to rail traffic, there is a heavy amount of local traffic taking students to school and employees going to 
the east industrial area for work. 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Schainost, Steve [steve.schainost@nebraska.gov]
Sent: Thursday, May 21, 2009 9:55 AM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: RE: Johnson Fish reports?
Attachments: Loup River fishes.xls

Dear Ms. Marinovich: 
 
I have attached an excel spreadsheet with the data that I have for fish collections from the 
Loup River, proper, and the Loup Power Canal.  I didn't realize that I had data from the 
Canal but we did collect there in the early 70's. 
 
I did not include any tributary data or anything from above the forks.  If you need/want this 
data, let me know. 
 
Steve Schainost 
 
 
Note:  new email address - steve.schainost@nebraska.gov 
________________________________________ 
From: Marinovich, Melissa [Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com] 
Sent: Monday, May 18, 2009 6:09 
To: Schainost, Steve 
Cc: Sigler, Bill 
Subject: RE: Johnson Fish reports? 
 
Dear Mr. Schainost 
 
Thank you for the quick reply! Later this week would be great. Also, we've been looking a lot 
at fish passage possibilities for the diversion structure (I think you talked to Bill Sigler 
about this a while ago) and I just wanted to clarify - I was told that there were three 
different fish passage designs at Sargent, Milburn, and Belmont (?). Is this correct? And if 
so, do you have any design plans for these structures with regards to the different types of 
fish passage used at each one? I was under the impression that the Sargent structure is a 
"rock ramp", the Milburn structure is a side channel, and the Belmont structure is a fish 
ladder. I really appreciate your help in this and look forward to hearing from you again 
later in the week. Thanks again! 
 
Melissa 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Schainost, Steve [mailto:steve.schainost@nebraska.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, May 17, 2009 9:10 PM 
To: Marinovich, Melissa 
Subject: RE: Johnson Fish reports? 
 
Dear Ms. Marinovich: 
 
I'm out of town right now but can send you the Loup fish collection info later this week.  I 
don't have anything for the Power Canal. 
 
Steve Schainost 
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Note:  new email address - steve.schainost@nebraska.gov 
________________________________________ 
From: Marinovich, Melissa [Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com] 
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2009 12:40 
To: Schainost, Steve 
Subject: Johnson Fish reports? 
 
Hi Steve, 
 
I am working on the Loup Hydroelectric FERC Relicensing Project. I was recently in a meeting 
with Rich Holland discussing fish sampling in the Loup River and Loup Power Canal. He 
mentioned a few different fish survey resources that we had not yet come across and said that 
you would likely have these resources. He mentioned a Johnson survey(s) from the 1940's and 
some statewide surveys from 2005. He told me to contact you about those resources and gave me 
your contact information. If you have copies of these reports or any fish survey/sampling 
information on the Loup River or Loup Power Canal, could you possibly send me a copy of these 
reports/survey information? I will also attempt to contact you by phone. Thanks for your help 
and if you have any questions, please email or call. Thanks! 
 
Melissa Marinovich 
Environmental Scientist 
 
HDR  ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions 
8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114-4098 
Phone: 402.399.1317 | Fax: 402.399.1111 
Email: melissa.marinovich@hdrinc.com<mailto:melissa.marinovich@hdrinc.com> 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pavelka, Gregory A NWO [Gregory.A.Pavelka@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Tuesday, June 02, 2009 10:39 AM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: RE: Another Missouri River Habitat Question

Hi Melissa, 
 
 Sorry it has taken so long for me to respond to your e-mail. I do not know if the USFWS 
had any concerns about how cycling would effect the pallid sturgeon. Mike Olson, 701-250- 
4481, would be the person at the USFWS to contact. I am not sure when cycling began; it may 
have been in 2004. I know that it was not done in 2007 and 2008 because low releases out of 
Gavins Point made it unnecessary. We have no real data to tell if cycling caused the birds to 
avoid nesting in low areas. Cycling is done every third day and the Gavins Point crew 
normally surveys the sandbars every seventh day. (Our permit requires a minimum of five days 
between nest visits and the Gavins Point crew is normally on a weekly rotation.) Therefore 
there is no way for us to determine if a tern or plover initiated a nest in a low spot on one 
of the low days and then lost the nest during the high day cycle. Virginia Tech conducted a 
piping plover study from 2005-2007 and the USGS conducted a least tern study from 2006-2008, 
which may answer this question as both studies included much shorter return nest visit 
periods. Neither study has been published yet. The Virginia Tech study is to be published 
later this summer and the USGS I believe will be published in 2010. Cycling was terminated 
when it was determined that chicks had hatched out below Gavins Point. This was done to 
eliminate the possibility that chicks feeding in low areas could be lost or cut off from the 
main sandbar as flows increased with the high cycle. 
 I hope this has been helpful to you. 
 
Greg  
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Marinovich, Melissa [mailto:Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 9:03 AM 
To: Pavelka, Gregory A NWO 
Subject: RE: Another Missouri River Habitat Question 
 
Thanks, Greg!  
 
I have a few new questions for you (they just keep coming). Regarding the "every third day 
cycling" at Gavins Point - just a clarification - this was not mentioned in the 2003 BiOp, 
but was developed through meetings with USFWS to not only coax the birds to nest higher, but 
also to conserve water during the drought years, correct? Prior to this "cycling" the USACE 
was using the Steady Release and/or Flow-to-target release methods to help the birds nest 
higher and/or conserve water? My question is, when this method of cycling was developed, were 
there any concerns that the USFWS voiced on how this "cycling" might affect the Pallid 
Sturgeon? Since the initial "every third day cycling" began in May 2004 (correct me if this 
is incorrect), has it proven to have helped the birds avoid nest inundation? Is it proving to 
be a positive measure, or are you finding detrimental effects such as overcrowding or chicks 
later in the season being too far away from food sources? We're just trying to gain a better 
understanding of how the daily cycling that the LPPD does (on a much smaller scale than 
Gavins) may have an effect on the terns, plovers, and pallid sturgeon. Thanks again for all 
your knowledge and help. 
 
Melissa 
 
-----Original Message----- 
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From: Pavelka, Gregory A NWO [mailto:Gregory.A.Pavelka@usace.army.mil] 
Sent: Friday, May 15, 2009 1:41 PM 
To: Marinovich, Melissa 
Subject: RE: Another Missouri River Habitat Question 
 
Hi Melissa, 
 
 The contractor was David Miller and Associates. I don't have any contact information on 
them, but you could contact Brad Thompson at our Omaha District office and he could get the 
information to you. Brad's phone number is 402-995-2678. Have a good weekend. 
 
Greg  
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Marinovich, Melissa [mailto:Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com] 
Sent: Friday, May 15, 2009 9:52 AM 
To: Pavelka, Gregory A NWO 
Subject: RE: Another Missouri River Habitat Question 
 
Thanks for the quick reply! One more question - who did the study? I may have some questions 
on their methodology as we may be looking at designing a similar study on the Platte River. 
Glad to hear the birds are beginning their return. I also saw the common terns passing 
through on the Platte River about a week ago.  
 
Melissa 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Pavelka, Gregory A NWO [mailto:Gregory.A.Pavelka@usace.army.mil] 
Sent: Friday, May 15, 2009 8:59 AM 
To: Marinovich, Melissa 
Subject: RE: Another Missouri River Habitat Question 
 
Hi Melissa, 
 
 The extensive study I mentioned is the pre-decisional EIS for ESH. It probably won't be 
released until the spring of 2010 at the earliest. The plovers are back and have been seen as 
far north as Fort Peck Lake in eastern Montana. Our crew at Gavins Point is just now starting 
to find nests. We have been seeing common terns, but least terns have not been verified yet. 
I would expect they will start showing up next week. It is a long flight from South America. 
Have a good weekend. 
 
Greg  
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Marinovich, Melissa [mailto:Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com] 
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2009 3:00 PM 
To: Pavelka, Gregory A NWO 
Subject: Another Missouri River Habitat Question 
 
Hi Greg, 
 
  
 
Have the birds returned to the river yet? I know the plovers are milling around the Platte 
and sandpits, but the terns have not been spotted yet. I am currently helping gather 
additional information on sandbar habitat availability for terns and plovers in different 
river systems. In one of our phone conversations, you had mentioned that an extensive study 
was done (in preparation of the pre-decision EIS on Emergent Sandbar Habitat) that looked at 
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digital photography of all the habitat in the Missouri River from 1998 to 2008. I haven't 
been able to find any information on this study and was wondering if you could send me either 
a link, copy of the report, or any additional information on this study. Thanks for all your 
help! Happy spring! 
 
  
 
Melissa Marinovich 
 
Environmental Scientist 
 
  
 
HDR  ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions 
 
8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114-4098 
 
Phone: 402.399.1317 | Fax: 402.399.1111  
 
Email: melissa.marinovich@hdrinc.com <mailto:melissa.marinovich@hdrinc.com>  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Sent: Wednesday, June 03, 2009 6:42 AM
To: King, Wendy
Subject: FW: FERC Relicensing & May 5 Meeting Notes

 

 

From: Dolberg, Jill [mailto:jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov]  

Sent: Tuesday, June 02, 2009 1:47 PM 
To: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha) 

Cc: Nunn, Jessie 
Subject: RE: FERC Relicensing 0 May 5 Meeting Notes 

 

Hi Lisa,  

  

The notes look great.  I don't have any comments.  I am glad you included that I promised an example of documentation 
for such a district.  I'd forgotten!  I'll get on that... 

  

Jill Dolberg 

 

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha) [mailto:Lisa.Richardson@hdrinc.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, June 02, 2009 5:56 AM 
To: Dolberg, Jill; Nunn, Jessie 

Cc: Madson, Michael J.; Waldow, George; Neal Suess; rziola@loup.com 

Subject: FERC Relicensing 0 May 5 Meeting Notes 

RE:  HP#08040127001 

 

Jill & Jessie, 

 

Attached are notes from our May 5 meeting to discuss Loup Power District’s FERC relicensing and the proposed Study 

for Section 106 compliance.  Please let me know if you have any comments on the notes.  We would like to post them to 

the project website by the end of the week if possible.   

 

Feel free to give me a call if you have any questions. 

 

Regards, 

 

Lisa 

Lisa M. Richardson, P.E. 
Professional Associate 

HDR  One Company | Many Solutions 
8404 Indian Hills Drive 
Omaha, NE  68114&4049 
Phone: 402.926.7026 
Cell:  402.618.9865 
Fax: 402.399.1111 



 

 

 

June 4, 2009 
 

Mr. Rick Schneider 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
2200 North 33rd Street 
P.O. Box 30370 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68503-0370 

 
Re:  Loup River Hydroelectric Project 

FERC Project Number 1256 
Species Occurrence Data Request 

Dear Mr. Schneider: 

As you are aware, Loup Power District (the District) filed a Notice of Intent (NOI) and a Pre-Application 
Document (PAD) in October 2008 to begin the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) relicensing 
process for its hydroelectric facilities located on the Loup River near Columbus, Nebraska (Project). In 
FERC’s Notice of Commencement on December 16, 2008, FERC initiated informal consultation with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and designated Loup Power District (District) as the non-federal 
representative to conduct Endangered Species Act (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) section 7 consultation. 

In compliance with the ESA, the District is gathering information to assist with the development of a 
Biological Assessment on behalf of FERC.  In a letter dated September 23, 2008, the Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission (Commission) identified the following protected species as having occurrence data around 
the Loup River, Loup Diversion Canal, and the Platte River in Nance, Platte and Butler counties: 

 Small White Lady’s Slipper 

 Whooping Crane 

 Interior Least Tern 

 Piping Plover 

 Bald Eagle 

 River Otter 

In a letter dated July 21, 2008 and September 18, 2008, the USFWS provided technical assistance to the 
District in determining the potential issues related to threatened or endangered species. In accordance with 
section 7 of the ESA, USFWS developed a list of federally-protected species that may occur in the Project 
area or may be affected by the proposed relicensing of the Project. These species were: 

 Pallid Sturgeon 

 Least Tern 

 Piping Plover 

 Western Prairie Fringed Orchid 

In response to a letter requesting species occurrence data for the Project area (Figure 1) (dated March 2, 
2009), the Commission conducted a search of Nebraska Heritage Database records for a 2-mile buffer area 



 

surrounding the Project area. The Commission emailed the requested records in an excel spreadsheet and a 
shapefile format. HDR translated this data into the attached figure (Figure 2). Due to the phrasing of the 
original request, no records were received for the Loup River paralleling the Project Area (Loup River Bypass 
Reach). 

The District would like to request Nebraska Heritage Database species occurrence data for the species listed 
in the aforementioned letters as well as any Tier I At-Risk Species (as defined in the Nebraska Natural Legacy 
Project) that may be found within a 1-mile buffer of the lower Loup River from the diversion at Genoa 
downstream to the confluence with the Platte River. The District also requests any occurrence data for Tier I 
At-Risk Species that may be found within a 1-mile buffer of the Project area. Included in this data, please 
provide the date of the occurrence (if available) and/or whether or not the record is considered historical. If 
feasible, the District would prefer information provided as points in a GIS shapefile format; however, due to 
the sensitive nature of the information requested, paper maps would be sufficient.   

I appreciate your continued assistance in providing information to assist us with the relicensing effort for the 
Loup River Hydroelectric Project.  The information provided will be used for analytical purposes only.  This 
information will not be published or shared without the express consent of the Commission. 

If you require any additional information or have any questions concerning this request please contact me at 
(402) 564-3171 ext. 268 or Matt Pillard at (402) 399-1186. 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Neal D. Suess 

President/CEO 

Loup Public Power District 

 
cc:  Matt Pillard, HDR 
  Kim Nguyen, FERC 
  June DeWeese, USFWS  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Jorgensen, Joel [Joel.Jorgensen@nebraska.gov]
Sent: Sunday, June 07, 2009 3:11 PM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: RE: Tern and Plover Data question

Melissa: 

  

We are having some internal discussions as to best address your requests.  I need to touch base with a couple people 
and then I hope to get back to you shortly.  I can forward the raw count data (used in the graphics) from 198722008 early 
next week.   

  

In addition to the data that Mary Brown and I summarized and prepared, it is my understanding the Heritage Program also 
provided HDR with data.  While the data that has been provided can be deconstructed to provide a greater level of 
precision, I do not believe a large amount of additional data remains unprovided.  Nonetheless, we hope we can provide 
the all data that is available while ensuring that is done in a way that does not compromise our obligations and 
responsibilities.   

  

2Joel 
  

======================================= 

Joel Jorgensen 

Nongame Bird Program Manager 
Wildlife Division 

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 

Lincoln, NE 68503 

402&471&5440 

joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov 

  

***NOTE NEW EMAIL ADDRESS*** 

  

From: Marinovich, Melissa [Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com] 
Sent: Friday, June 05, 2009 10:59 AM 

To: Jorgensen, Joel 

Subject: FW: Tern and Plover Data question 

Joel, 

  

Just following up. I’m sure you’ve been very busy with field work. Did you get a chance to look over the data we have? 

Specifically we are looking for nest counts and any reproductive success data on the Loup and lower Platte Rivers from 

1987-2008. We need specific numbers so we are able to do our analysis. What data do you have and for which years?  

  

Melissa 

From: Marinovich, Melissa  

Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2009 8:05 AM 

To: 'Jorgensen, Joel' 
Subject: RE: Tern and Plover Data question 

  

Hi Joel, 
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Sorry about that. We just got Microsoft 2007 and I’m still trying to figure out all the quirks (including how to make the 

files easily transferable). I attached it in a PDF format. Let me know if you are unable to open this for any reason. 

Thanks!. 

  

Melissa 

From: Jorgensen, Joel [mailto:Joel.Jorgensen@nebraska.gov]  

Sent: Tuesday, May 26, 2009 4:33 PM 

To: Marinovich, Melissa 

Subject: RE: Tern and Plover Data question 

  

Melissa: 

  

I am unable to open the file (need an .xls rather than .xlsx).  If you can resend that would be great.   

  

2Joel 

  

  

Joel Jorgensen  
Nongame Bird Program Manager 
Wildlife Division 

Nebraska Game & Parks Commission 

Lincoln, NE 68503                                                           
402247125440 

joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov 

  

WATCH MORE:  NONGAME BIRD PROGRAM TELEVISION 

  

  

  

From: Marinovich, Melissa [mailto:Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, May 19, 2009 12:41 PM 
To: Jorgensen, Joel 

Subject: Tern and Plover Data question 

  

Hi Joel, 

  

Hope bird migration season is going well so far for you. I heard that the plovers have been spotted, but still waiting on 

the return of the least terns. I saw quite a few common terns on the river in the last two weeks, so I would assume the 

least terns are not too far behind, although it’s a long flight from South America ☺ I have a few questions for you 

regarding the tern and plover data you have collected in the database. 

  

In an attempt to further develop the studies in the study plans for Loup, I need to get a better handle on what tern and 

plover data is available on some of the different river reaches. I know we’ve talked about this before, but I have a few 

more questions. Attached is a spreadsheet of all the data we have accumulated from NGPC and International Piping 

Plover Census data (please let me know if you are unable to open it). Could you please take a moment to look this over 

and let me know if there is additional data that you have on these two river reaches and specify whether it is river or 

sandpit data? I guess I am specifically interested in more than just adult census information, such as nest counts, egg 

counts, fledge ratios, etc. Do they exist for the Loup River? Sandpits adjacent to Loup River? 

  

Also, in response to a previous data request (NGPC letter dated 9/5/08) you provided us with some bar graphs depicting 

numbers of piping plovers and least terns on the lower Platte River and on sandpits adjacent to the lower Platte River 

(Columbus to Plattsmouth). We may need to use these numbers for a comparison study we are developing and was 
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wondering if you have access to actual number counts for the years of 1987-2008, rather than just trying to guesstimate 

based on the charts.  

  

Once I get a better handle on what you have and what we need, I will be sending another, more specific data request 

letter to you.  

  

Melissa Marinovich 
Environmental Scientist 

  

HDR  ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions 
8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 6811424098 
Phone: 402.399.1317 | Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: melissa.marinovich@hdrinc.com 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Marinovich, Melissa
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2009 9:43 AM
To: 'Jorgensen, Joel'
Cc: Damgaard, Quinn V.
Subject: Tern and Plover Data meeting on 6/9/09
Attachments: 090609_NGPC_Meeting_Notes.pdf

Joel: 

 

I just wanted to thank you again for taking the time to meet with Quinn and I last Tuesday (June 9) regarding the Tern 

and Plover data needs for the Loup Relicensing Project - Proposed Study Plan. Attached are my notes from our meeting. 

Please look them over and let me know if you have any questions, comments or  revisions by the end of next week (June 

19, 2009). Thanks again! 

 

Melissa Marinovich 

Environmental Scientist 

  

HDR  ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 6811454098 

Phone: 402.399.1317 | Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: melissa.marinovich@hdrinc.com 



 Meeting Notes 
Subject:  Proposed Study Plan – Tern and Plover Data Gathering 

Client:   Loup Power District 

Project:   Loup FERC Re-Licensing Project No:  13704 

Meeting Date:   June 9, 2009 Meeting Location:  2200 N. 33rd Street, Lincoln, NE 

Notes by:  Melissa Marinovich 

 
N:\!users\Gail\Stationery & Forms\Forms\MeetingNotes.doc 

Attendees: 
Joel Jorgensen (NGPC), Melissa Marinovich (HDR), Quinn Damgaard (HDR) 
 
 
Topics Discussed: 
The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the tern and plover data LPD has already gathered, to request the 
tern and plover data still needed from the NGPC for use in conducting the revised studies, to explain the 
proposed study plans to Joel Jorgensen, and to request feedback on the best metrics (bird numbers) to be 
using when conducting the studies as proposed. The meeting began at 2:00pm in the 3rd Floor Conference 
Room at NGPC.  
 
I. Introductions 

II. LPD Acquired Data 

 Outline of all Tern and Plover data that the Project has collected to date for the Loup and lower 
Platte Rivers and from which sources this data has been obtained. 

 Is there any nesting or reproductive success data available for the Loup River that the Project is 
missing? 

o Some data is available for plovers on the Loup from the early 90’s – limited years 
o Most of the data consisted of 1 day of survey for a given year 
o There is not much information from the last 10 years other than the piping plover census 

years 
o Very little, if any, reproductive success data 
o NGPC cautions LPD in using this data to draw conclusions, as the data is very scarse, 

incomplete, and was not collected with the intent of using it for future analysis 
 

 
III. LPD Data Needs 

 All available nest counts and reproductive success data (if available) on the Loup River and 
lower Platte River (1986-2008?) 

o Some data available, but limited 
o Most data from earlier years was collected by John Dinan and may have consisted of a 

few days of survey in late June and a few days of follow-up survey in early July 
o Caution using this information as there are a lot of variables not figured into the 

numbers, such as nest success (generally wasn’t documented), re-nesting, detectability, 
double-counting, etc. 

o HDR asked for further clarification on where to go for the data? Should some data be 
collected from Tern and Plover Conservation Partnership (Partnership)? 

 NGPC has all of the data. They sync their database with all other agencies as 
soon as data has been internally reviewed by the other agencies and the 
Partnership. 
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 Nest location data (or nest counts) on the lower Platte River (by river segment) for all years 

available. Segments are: 
 Loup/Platte Confluence to North Bend 
 North Bend to Leshara 
 Leshara to Ashland 
 Ashland to Louisville 
 Louisville to Missouri confluence 

o The data that NGPC has on the lower Platte River is segmented by river mile 
 HDR asked what source NGPC uses to identify the river miles on the Platte 

River 
• NGPC uses an older version of a USACE map 
• Jeff Runge, USFWS, may have a river mile shapefile for the Platte 

o The NGPC data is kept in a Microsoft access database – will have to look into how to 
best provide the data to HDR/LPD 

 
 Nest location data on Loup River for all years available 

o Once again, very limited data on the Loup – especially nesting data 
o Joel will talk to Rick Schneider (NE Heritage Database Supervisor) about how best to 

provide data 
o NGPC may have HDR/LPD sign a data use agreement 

 
IV. Explanation of Proposed Study Plans 

 HDR outlined the tern and plover related objectives and activities for Studies 1.0 
(sedimentation), 2.0 (hydrocycling), and 5.0 (flow depletion/flow diversion) 

o Joel expressed concern in using the nesting data for drawing conclusions in Study 1.0. 
 HDR asked what metric would be best to use for evaluating effects to terns and 

plovers? Nest counts? Fledge ratios? 
• All metrics have their flaws.  

o Nest counts may not be the best reflection of the success of a 
population because there may be nests that were counted that 
did not produce chicks or may have missed nests. 

o Fledge ratio is a difficult metric to collect accurately. This metric 
is often collected observationally, leaving the door open for 
several flaws, such as detectability issues, double-counting, 
other factors not taken into account. 

o Caution in relying too much on the limited amounts and limited 
accuracy of the data – may not be enough data to see a 
relationship, but doesn’t mean it’s not there 

o For Study 2.0, when making river comparisons, Casey Lott, USACE, may be a good 
contact to discuss the Red and Arkansas Rivers – he has done a lot of work on those 
river systems with terns 

o For Study 5.0, Joel expressed concern with the use of limited data on the Loup River 
 There is extremely limited data on the Loup River 
 Terns are colonial so there may be some major flaws with limiting the analysis 

of the Loup River to 5 miles upstream of the diversion 
 

V. Deadlines for Receiving Data from NGPC 

 HDR asked how long it may take to receive the requested data from NGPC 
o Joel will talk with Rick Schneider about the requested data and get it too HDR/LPD as 

soon as possible 
o Melissa made the point that the revised study plan is to be submitted on the 27th of July 

and there is a need for the data prior to this date. Can NGPC let HDR/LPD know what of 
the requested data is available by July 3 at the latest, with the actual data to follow 
ASAP? 



 
HDR Engineering, Inc. 8404 Indian Hills Drive  

Omaha, NE 68114-4098 
Phone (402) 399-1000 
Fax (402) 399-1238 
www.hdrinc.com 

Page 3 of 3 

 

 NGPC committed to at least letting HDR know exactly what data will be made 
available by July 3 

 NGPC will get the data to HDR/LPD as soon as possible and will try to move 
quickly on this, but unable to set an exact date – Joel will be out of the office for 
the next two weeks, but will discuss with Rick Schneider 

 
VI. Action Items 

Action Responsible Party Due Date 
Contact Jeff Runge (USFWS) to request the river 
miles shapefile for the Platte River 

Melissa Marinovich, HDR June 10, 2009 

Discuss providing NGPC data with Rick Schneider Joel Jorgensen, NGPC June 10, 2009 
Provide information on the availability of requested 
data 

Joel Jorgensen, NGPC July 3, 2009 

Provide NGPC requested tern and plover data Joel Jorgensen, NGPC As soon as possible 
 

VII. Adjorn 

Meeting concluded at 3:18pm. 



1

Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2009 12:14 PM
To: frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; john.bender@nebraska.gov; jeff_runge@fws.gov; 

robert_harms@fws.gov; barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; abaum@upperloupnrd.org; 
randy_thoreson@nps.gov; bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov; jean.angell@nebraska.gov; 
mkuzila1@unl.edu; david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; 
steve.chick@ne.usda.gov; pcclerk@megavision.com; cityadmin@cablene.com; 
ncpza@hamilton.net; rbishop@cpnrd.org; jwinkler@papionrd.org; lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; 
jmangi@columbusne.us; cgenoa@cablene.com; monroe@megavision.com; 
calms@neb.rr.com; danno@nohva.com; mbrown9@unl.edu; rtrudell@santeedakota.org; 
jblackhawk@aol.com; vwills@pawneenation.org; CoraJones@bia.gov; msittler@lpsnrd.org; 
butchk@nctc.net; mohler@nctc.net; jmsunne@nppd.com; jalexand@usgs.gov; 
jjshadl@nppd.com; cothern.joe@epa.gov; justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; 
bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; 
Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; jeddins@achp.gov; 
kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; peggy.harding@ferc.gov; djjarecke@clarkswb.net; 
al.berndt@nebraska.gov; astuthman@leg.ne.gov; ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; 
clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; adubas@leg.ne.gov; Kim.Nguyen@ferc.gov; 
chairmanrhodd@ponca.com; asheridan@omahatribe.com; don_simpson@blm.gov; 
david.turner@ferc.gov; nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; mark.ivy@ferc.gov; 
jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov; prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; lewrightjr@gmail.com; 
thowe@ponca.com; zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov; julias@poncatribe2ne.org; 
todd.crawford@mail.house.gov; louis2pofahl@mail.house.gov; 
emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov; deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov; 
patricia.leppert@ferc.gov

Cc: Angel Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Teresa Petr; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, 
Pat; Frame, Gail; Grennan, Dennis E.; King, Wendy; Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); 
Sigler, Bill; Waldow, George; White, Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District FERC Relicensing 2 Study Plan Information

Relicensing Participants, 

 

Thanks to those of you who attended the study plan meetings on May 27
th

 & 28
th

 in Columbus.  Transcripts of the 

discussion for each day have been posted on the project website at: 

http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/agencymeetingsresources.html. 

 

Additionally, the District has prepared a memo documenting the outcomes of the meeting and outlining the District’s 

intended approach related to the Goals, Objectives, and Activities for each of the aquatic resources studies (1 through 7 

and 12) based on the discussion from the meetings.  This memo is also posted to the project website. 

 

I would also like to remind you that comments on the District’s Proposed Study Plan are due on June 26, 2009.  Please 

submit your comments to the District at the following:   

 

Neal Suess, President/CEO 

Attn:  Relicensing 

Loup Power District 

PO Box 988 

2404 15
th

 Street 

Columbus, NE  68602 

Fax:  (402) 564-0970 

relicense@loup.com 

 

Comments are due on June 26
th

, in the interest of time, please fax your comments in addition to sending via mail or e-

mail.  
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If you have any questions, feel free to give me a call. 

 

Regards, 

 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 6811424098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Albrecht, Frank [frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov]
Sent: Friday, June 26, 2009 2:23 PM
To: Neil Suess; relicense@loup.com
Cc: Tunink, Dave; Holland, Richard; Koch, Michelle; Pillard, Matt; Ron Ziola; Damgaard, Quinn V.; 

Engelbert, Pat; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Waldow, George; jeff_runge@fws.gov; 
robert_harms@fws.gov; Jorgensen, Joel; Albrecht, Frank; Nelson, Kirk; Grell, Carey; 
Schuckman, Jeff

Subject: Loup Power District FERC Relicensing = Study Plan Information

Dear Mr Suess, 

 

Nebraska Game & Parks Commission staff members would like to thank you for the opportunity to work with 

you on the development of the Study Plan associated with the Loup Power District! FERC relicensing.  

Recently, we were able to contribute information for the proposed studies at several meetings held in Columbus 

(May 11, May 27!28, 2009).   Also, please reference letters dated September 23, 2008 (Kristal Stoner to Melissa 

Marinovich), a joint letter developed by the US Fish and Wildlife Service and the NGPC (letter dated July 21, 

2008), and a letter dated February 6, 2009 (Frank Albrecht to Kimberly Bose, FERC) for a detailed description 

of our earlier comments and concerns. 

 

During the May 11
th

 meeting, one of the proposed studies, a Recreational User Survey, was discussed in detail.   

There was a recommendation to modify the survey to include the Loup Power District Wildlife Management 

Area which is managed by the Nebraska Game & Parks Commission.   Including this Wildlife Management 

Area in the survey would provide some interesting information.  However, we believe that it is not necessary to 

include the area in the survey at this time.  If FERC requires the modification, we would be happy to assist any 

way we can.  

 

The other studies outlined in the plan will address Sedimentation, Hydrocycling, Water Temperature in the 

Loup River Bypass Reach, Flow Depletion and Diversion, Fish Passage, Land Use Inventory, Section 106 

Compliance, and Ice Jam Flooding.   Fish Sampling (Study #6) will not be included as a part of the Project 

relicensing.  Rather, the District will cooperate with the Nebraska Game & Parks Commission to provide access 

for future NGPC!performed sampling.   

 

Staff members pointed out other concerns and recommendations to the study goals and objectives at the May, 

2009 meetings.   Our comments on the studies can be viewed in the Meeting Transcripts which are located on 

the LPD website.  Overall, we believe that the proposed studies will provide valuable information to help 

manage the public!trust fish and wildlife resources of the state.   

 

If you have any questions or need any additional information, feel free to call or email me.   Thank you again 

for the opportunity to provide additional comments. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Frank Albrecht 

Assistant Division Administrator 

Realty and Environmental Services Division 

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 

2200 N. 33rd St. 

Lincoln, NE 68503 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2009 11:07 AM
To: Frame, Gail
Subject: FW: New Email Address

From: Robert Mohler [mailto:robertm@llnrd.org]  

Sent: Monday, June 29, 2009 3:56 PM 

To: Charles E. Kokes; Chuck Wagner; 'Kelsy Moses'; Pillard, Matt; jmangi@columbusne.us; 'Ann Mohler' 
Subject: New Email Address 

 

Please be advised that in the course of progress, the email address for the office, and consequently 
my email address, will be changed.  My current address is robertm@llnrd.org   The previous address 
including “nctc” will not work in the near future.  Please change your address book if you want to stay 
in touch with me. 
 
Thanks, 
Robert T. Mohler  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Jeff_Runge@fws.gov
Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2009 4:40 PM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: Fw: Platte River mile marker shape file
Attachments: Platte_River_Mile.shp.xml; Platte_River_Mile.dbf; Platte_River_Mile.sbx; 

Platte_River_Mile.shx; Platte_River_Mile.prj; Platte_River_Mile.sbn; Platte_River_Mile.shp

����� Forwarded by Jeff Runge/R6/FWS/DOI on 06/30/09 04:39 PM ����� 

Jeff 

Runge/R6/FWS/DOI 

06/30/09 04:37 PM 

To
 
melissa.marinovich@hdr.inc.com 

cc
 
Matt Schwarz/R6/FWS/DOI@FWS 

Subject
 
Re: Platte River mile marker shape file  

   

Melissa, 

 

The attached shapefile has the river miles from Plattsmouth to the North/South Platte confluence. I believe the 

projection is NAD 83 Zone 14. 

 

I can be reached at the number below if you have any questions. 

 

Jeff 

 

 

(See attached file: Platte_River_Mile.shp.xml)(See attached file: Platte_River_Mile.dbf)(See attached file: 

Platte_River_Mile.sbx)(See attached file: Platte_River_Mile.shx)(See attached file: Platte_River_Mile.prj)(See 

attached file: Platte_River_Mile.sbn)(See attached file: Platte_River_Mile.shp) 

 

 

******************************* 

Jeff Runge 

Fish and Wildlife Biologist 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

203 W. Second Street 

Grand Island, NE 68801 

(308) 382�6468, Ext. 22 

(308) 379�8553 Cell 

(308) 384�8835 Fax 

******************************** 

 

Matt Schwarz/R6/FWS/DOI 

 

Matt 

Schwarz/R6/FWS/DOI 

06/25/09 04:38 PM 

To
 
melissa.marinovich@hdr.inc.com 

cc
 
Jeff Runge/R6/FWS/DOI@FWS 
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SubjectPlatte River mile marker shape file 
   

 

Melissa, 

 

I looked for the subject file but could not locate it. I talked with Jeff and he will be able to provide you with the 

file upon his return next week. 

 

 

 

Matthew S. Schwarz 

Environmental Toxicologist 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

Nebraska Field Office 

203 West 2nd Street 

Grand Island, NE 68801 

P: 308 382 6468 x21 

F: 308 384 8835 

matt_schwarz@fws.gov 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Stephen_K_Wilson@nps.gov
Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2009 7:53 AM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: Re: Just checking in again
Attachments: LTPP_NiobraraRiver_Census03,09_NPS.xlsx; 022309_niobraraltpp.ppt

 

HI Melissa,  I pulled the Census numbers together, but need to pull the nesting numbers, site distribution, fledglings etc., 
together.  I have put my powerpoint as an attachment which you can look at.  I know you can see the data that was used 
to create the figures/tables but I consider these data provisional as I am in the process of writing a 2003,2009 status 
report on least terns and piping plovers on the Niobrara River.  

 

Please clarify the use of these data.  

 

Stephen  
 
 
Stephen K. Wilson  
Resource Management/GIS Specialist  
Missouri National Recreational River  
P.O. Box 666 
Yankton, SD 57078  
 
605 665 0209 phone  
605 237 3160 cell 
605 665 4183 fax  

 

"Marinovich, Melissa" <Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com>  

05/20/2009 04:02 PM  

To "Stephen_K_Wilson@nps.gov" <Stephen_K_Wilson@nps.gov>  

cc 
 

Subject Just checking in again 

 
 

 

 

 

Hi Stephen,  

   

Bird season is kicking off and our project timelines have started running quite a bit faster than the last time I contacted you. Below is 

the last correspondence I sent you and received from you. Could you please revisit my requests as soon as possible? For the N-12 

project we are hoping produce a Draft EIS by August, which means I really have to kick it into high gear with the BA and biological 

status sections. Thanks again!  

   

Melissa Marinovich  

Environmental Scientist  
   
   
Sent: 4/16/09  

   
Thanks a lot, Stephen, and congratulations on the new baby! With respect to the N,12 project, we are only interested in 
the information for the 15 mile segment (Pischelville Bridge to Missouri) at this time for analysis in the BA. I am especially 
interested in the section of the river from the Verdigre Creek confluence to the Missouri confluence, if any nesting or 
foraging occurs there. Also, for the Loup FERC re,licensing project, we are interested in overall population trends on the 
Niobrara River and what management practices have been enacted to improve population status. Thanks again for your 
help. Let me know if you have any additional questions.  
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Melissa  

 

 

From: Stephen_K_Wilson@nps.gov [mailto:Stephen_K_Wilson@nps.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, April 16, 2009 3:28 PM 

To: Marinovich, Melissa 
Subject: Re: FW: Tern and Plover Niobrara River data  

   

 
Sorry for the delay.  I actually haven't been in the office much with a new baby at home.  I will work on the numbers for 
you next week, but quickly the NPS completes weekly nesting/productivity surveys on the lower 15 miles of the Niobrara 
River (Pischelville Bridge to Missouri River).  Nests are located and followed until hatch, and then broods are followed 
until fledging.  An adult census is completed in mid,June.  The aforementioned survey began in 2003 and continues 
today.    
 
Beginning in 2005, we began censusing the lower 40 miles of Niobrara River and continue today.  The Nebraska Public 
Power District completes a census upstream from Spencer Dam to HWY 137, at which point the NPS continues the 
census to Norden Bridge.  I am not sure if you want this detail that far up from HWY 12... If you do let me know.  
 
Stephen  
 
 
Stephen K. Wilson  
Resource Management/GIS Specialist  
Missouri National Recreational River  
P.O. Box 666 
Yankton, SD 57078  
 
402 667 5524 phone  
402 667 5536 fax  
"Marinovich, Melissa" <Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com>  

04/15/2009 12:10 PM  

 

To "Stephen_K_Wilson@nps.gov" <Stephen_K_Wilson@nps.gov>  

cc    

Subject FW: Tern and Plover Niobrara River data 

 

   

 

     
 

 

 

 

 
Dear Stephen,  

  

I sent you the attached email back in March and hadn’t heard back from you. I’m sure you’ve been extremely busy with 
bird migration season fired up and a slough of other tasks. I have a few questions, just to clarify what is available. What 
types of tern and plover count information does NPS collect/have on the Niobrara River (eg. Adult counts, nest counts, 
fledge ratios, etc.)? For which segments of the river are you responsible to survey? For which years do you have data 
collected? I am trying to collect information on the Niobrara River to discuss the status and distribution of these species in 
biological assessments I am preparing for the afore mentioned projects. Your assistance in this collection of data would 
be greatly appreciated. Thank you for your time and let me know if you have any questions. Thanks again!  
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Melissa  

 

   

 

 
From: Marinovich, Melissa  

Sent: Friday, March 20, 2009 9:13 AM 

To: 'Stephen_K_Wilson@nps.gov' 
Subject: Tern and Plover Niobrara River data  

  

Hi Stephen,  
  

I received your name from the NE Game and Parks Commission with regards to tern and plover data on the Niobrara 
River. I am currently involved in two projects with potential tern and plover issues. The Nebraska Highway N,12 USACE 
EIS (Niobrara east and west) and the Loup Hydroelectric FERC Relicensing Project. A portion of my involvement in both 
of these projects is to develop biological assessments for the projects. I am also helping to develop study plans on the 
Loup project. We are currently in the process of collecting tern and plover census/bird/nest count data for the last 22 years 
on all of the Nebraska rivers and was told you were the keeper of all data from the Niobrara River. Could you please 
share the nest/bird count data for terns and plovers that has been collected on the Niobrara River from 1987,2008?  

  

We hope to develop meaningful studies based on the most recent and best available information. Your assistance in 
these endeavors is much appreciated. I understand the sensitive nature of the information and would like to assure you 
that this information will be used for analytical purposes only and location specific data will not be published without the 
permission of the National Park Service.  

  

Thank you for your time and if you have any questions please feel free to contact me. Thanks!  
  

  

Melissa Marinovich  
Environmental Scientist  

  

HDR  ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions  

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114,4098  
Phone: 402.399.1317 | Fax: 402.399.1111  

Email: melissa.marinovich@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Jeff_Runge@fws.gov
Sent: Monday, July 06, 2009 9:22 AM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: RE: Platte River mile marker shape file

I don't have a shapefile for the Loup. You may want to contact Rich Kern of the Nebraska Department of 

Natural Resources. He has a hardcopy list of river miles per certain landmarks such as river confluences. You 

can create a shapefile and verify the work with Rich's data. 

 

Jeff 

 

 

******************************* 

Jeff Runge 

Fish and Wildlife Biologist 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

203 W. Second Street 

Grand Island, NE 68801 

(308) 38246468, Ext. 22 

(308) 37948553 Cell 

(308) 38448835 Fax 

******************************** 

 

"Marinovich, Melissa" <Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com> 

 

"Marinovich, Melissa" 

<Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com> 

07/02/09 07:09 AM 

To
 
"Jeff_Runge@fws.gov" <Jeff_Runge@fws.gov> 

cc

 

Subject
 
RE: Platte River mile marker shape file 

   

 

Jeff, 

 

Thanks again for the river mile info on the Platte. Do you also have any river mile files for the Loup River? 

Anything you can provide would be helpful. Thanks again! 

 

Melissa 

From: Jeff_Runge@fws.gov [mailto:Jeff_Runge@fws.gov]  

Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2009 4:40 PM 

To: Marinovich, Melissa 

Subject: Fw: Platte River mile marker shape file 

44444 Forwarded by Jeff Runge/R6/FWS/DOI on 06/30/09 04:39 PM 44444  

Jeff 

Runge/R6/FWS/DOI

To 

melissa.marinovich@hdr.inc.com
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06/30/09 04:37 PM 

cc 

Matt 

Schwarz/R6/FWS/DOI@FWS

Subject 

Re: Platte River mile marker 

shape file  

 

   

Melissa, 

 

The attached shapefile has the river miles from Plattsmouth to the North/South Platte confluence. I 

believe the projection is NAD 83 Zone 14. 

 

I can be reached at the number below if you have any questions. 

 

Jeff 

 

 

(See attached file: Platte_River_Mile.shp.xml)(See attached file: Platte_River_Mile.dbf)(See 

attached file: Platte_River_Mile.sbx)(See attached file: Platte_River_Mile.shx)(See attached file: 

Platte_River_Mile.prj)(See attached file: Platte_River_Mile.sbn)(See attached file: 

Platte_River_Mile.shp) 

 

 

******************************* 

Jeff Runge 

Fish and Wildlife Biologist 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

203 W. Second Street 

Grand Island, NE 68801 

(308) 38246468, Ext. 22 

(308) 37948553 Cell 

(308) 38448835 Fax 

******************************** 

 

Matt Schwarz/R6/FWS/DOI 

Matt 

Schwarz/R6/FWS/DOI

06/25/09 04:38 PM 

To 

melissa.marinovich@hdr.inc.com

cc 

Jeff Runge/R6/FWS/DOI@FWS

Subject 

Platte River mile marker shape 

file 
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Melissa, 

 

I looked for the subject file but could not locate it. I talked with Jeff and he will be able to provide 

you with the file upon his return next week. 

 

 

 

Matthew S. Schwarz 

Environmental Toxicologist 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

Nebraska Field Office 

203 West 2nd Street 

Grand Island, NE 68801 

P: 308 382 6468 x21 

F: 308 384 8835 

matt_schwarz@fws.gov  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Sent: Saturday, July 11, 2009 6:34 PM
To: King, Wendy
Subject: FW: revised study plan

 

 

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)  

Sent: Wednesday, July 08, 2009 5:11 PM 

To: 'Angell, Jean'; relicense@loup.com 
Cc: Dunnigan, Brian; Thompson, Mike; Schneider, Jim; Neal Suess; Waldow, George; Engelbert, Pat 

Subject: RE: revised study plan 
 

Jean, 

The District will respond to the study plan you submitted in June as part of the Revised Study Plan.  As you are 
aware, we coordinated with the Omaha District regarding assistance developing an ice study prior to the May 27

th
 

meeting.  At that time they indicated that they did not have time to assist us and referred us directly to CRREL.  Since 
that time we have been coordinating with CRREL and will be receiving a proposal from them next week on 
appropriate methods to determine if, and to what extent, do hydro project operations exacerbate ice jam formation 
and related flooding in the Loup River bypass reach?  Once we receive CRREL’s proposal we will compare it with the 
study submitted by the DNR and identify which elements to incorporate into our Revised Study Plan.   

We will provide a response to the DNR’s study request as part of the Revised Study Plan that will be submitted to 
FERC on July 27

th
, but we will not be providing a separate response to the DNR prior to then. 

Please feel free to give me a call  if you have any questions. 

Regards, 

Lisa 

 

From: Angell, Jean [mailto:jean.angell@nebraska.gov]  

Sent: Tuesday, July 07, 2009 10:20 AM 
To: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); relicense@loup.com 

Cc: Dunnigan, Brian; Thompson, Mike; Schneider, Jim 
Subject: revised study plan 
 

The Department of Natural Resources and LPD attempted to create a plan to study the effect, if any, of LPD’s 
operation on ice jam flooding in the Lower Platte River Basin.  Because of the inability of the Department and LPD to 
jointly devise a satisfactory plan, the Department enlisted the services of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
submitted a plan created by them to you on June 25, 2009. The schedule of pre=application activity for the LPD FERC 
relicensing provides for creation of a revised study plan by July 27, 2009.  The Department wishes to know if it is 
LPD’s intent to respond to the study plan submitted by us.  Thank you for your attention to this. 
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Jean Angell 

Legal Counsel 

Department of Natural Resources 

471�3931 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Jorgensen, Joel [Joel.Jorgensen@nebraska.gov]
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2009 3:13 PM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: RE: Data questions

Melissa: 
 
Just letting you know I have read your email and I am working to address these questions in the limited time I have been 
in the office recently.   I can respond that data for the Lower Platte River includes only river data.  
 

,Joel 
 

 

Joel Jorgensen  
Nongame Bird Program Manager 
Wildlife Division 
Nebraska Game & Parks Commission 
Lincoln, NE 68503                                                           
402,471,5440 
joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov 
 

 
  

  

From: Marinovich, Melissa [mailto:Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2009 8:44 AM 

To: Jorgensen, Joel 

Cc: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha) 
Subject: Data questions 

 

Hi Joel, 

 

After beginning to sift through the tern and plover data you provided recently (thanks again), I’ve started to come up 

with a few questions.  

 

First – the lower platte river data – does this data include both river sites and sandpits adjacent to the river?  

 

Second – looking at the Loup River data – I noted that data from 1996 was absent. Since this was a PP census year, is 

there data available for this year? Also, with regards to PP Census numbers for 2001 – the adult census numbers and 

locations differ greatly between John Dinan’s summary and the numbers and location listed in the data we received for 

these years. My question is – where did the numbers on the Loup River for the PP census years come from? Did John use 

a formula to estimate number of birds? Is the tern and plover database missing some of the data used from the census 

years?  

 

Any help you could lend in answering these questions would be great. I just want to make sure we are using the most 

correct numbers. Thanks again! 

 

Melissa Marinovich 

Environmental Scientist 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Mary B Brown [mbrown9@unlnotes.unl.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, July 14, 2009 1:10 PM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Cc: joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov; martha_tacha@fws.gov
Subject: RE: phone message

 

Hello Melissa,  

 

We (the TPCP) work with Peter Melcher at Preferred Rocks of Genoa, the USFWS, and NGPC to design and implement 
the management plan for the sand management zone (sandpile). Since the TPCP does the routine monitoring of the birds 
on the sandpile, we (the TPCP) have the most direct contact with Preferred Rocks. Over the winter and early spring, we 
meet with Preferred Rocks and discuss their work plans for the coming season and construct an adaptive management 
plan to protect the birds. We define a "bird management area" on top of the sandpile and Preferred Rocks (using their 
equipment and employees) constructs a sand berm around the "bird management area". They also construct a couple of 
small pond;wetland areas for the birds to use. Preferred Rocks windrows the sand outside of the bermed area to deter the 
birds from nesting there. Within the bermed area, Preferred removes all of the woody vegetation (cottonwood trees, etc). 
Preferred Rocks also has 2 employees that regularly tour the sandpile to help us locate nests and monitor the birds. Last 
year, water flowing from a LPPD slurry pipe washed out one end of the protective berm, nearly flooding several nests. 
LPPD helped rebuild and reinforce the berm, along with adding an extension tube to the slurry pipe. This extension tube 
diverted the slurry water around the sand berm.  After the nesting season is over, I discuss, with Mr. Melcher and the 2 
Preferred Rocks employees that monitor the birds, what procedures worked well for the birds and how we can improve on 
our procedures.  

 

Hope this is helpful, Mary  

 

Mary Bomberger Brown 
Tern and Plover Conservation Partnership 
153C Hardin Hall 
University of Nebraska 
3310 Holdrege Street 
Lincoln, NE 68583;0931 USA 
telephone: (402) 472;8878 
fax: (402) 472;2946 
email: mbrown9@unl.edu 
http://ternandplover.unl.edu  

 

"Marinovich, Melissa" <Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com>  

07/13/2009 07:20 AM  

To Mary B Brown <mbrown9@unlnotes.unl.edu>  

cc 
 

Subject RE: phone message 

 
 

 

 

 

Good morning, Mary!  

   

Thanks for the quick response! I didn’t get the chance to check my email over the weekend, so I’m sorry it took so long to get back to 

you. I am writing some background text on the tern and plover management practices that have recently been employed at the sand 

management area and I wanted to make sure I had the information correct.  

   

The current practices that are in effect to protect the birds under the agreement with Preferred Rocks of Genoa are: sand berm, 

diverting dredge discharge (with pipe extensions as needed), directing nest site selection (using wind rowing in the sand and Mylar 

flagging), and monitoring birds – Correct?  
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Also – did the Tern and Plover Conservation Partnership develop the management practices for this site or was it a group effort with 

TPCP, USFWS, and NGPC?  

   

That was all I had. I just wanted to make sure I had the correct information on tern and plover management at the sand pile. Hope 

your bird season is going well. It’s been some high water on the Platte (from what I’ve noticed driving over the interstate bridge in 

the mornings ☺). I would love the opportunity to get out and help the Partnership in any way that I can this season. Thanks again!  

   

Melissa  

From: Mary B Brown [mailto:mbrown9@unlnotes.unl.edu]  
Sent: Saturday, July 11, 2009 6:18 PM 

To: Marinovich, Melissa 
Subject: phone message  

   

Hello Melissa,  

   

Chris said that you phoned on Friday with a question about the Loup relicensing project. What can I do for 

you?  

   

Let me know, Mary  

Mary Bomberger Brown 

Tern and Plover Conservation Partnership 

153C Hardin Hall 

University of Nebraska 

3310 Holdrege Street 

Lincoln, NE 6858310931 USA 

telephone: (402) 47218878 

fax: (402) 47212946 

email: mbrown9@unl.edu 

http://ternandplover.unl.edu  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Jorgensen, Joel [Joel.Jorgensen@nebraska.gov]
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2009 10:47 AM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: 1996 Loup Data
Attachments: Loup_1996_hert_output.dbf

Melissa: 
 
I believe the 1996 Loup data presents a similar situation as the 2001 data.  I have been unable to locate an additional file 
containing the data.   I requested that the Heritage Program provide their data and an output is attached containing Loup 
River data for 1996.  I hope this is helpful.   
 

0 Joel 
  

=============================== 

Joel Jorgensen 

Nongame Bird Program Manager 

Wildlife Division 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
Lincoln, NE 68503 
402 471 5440 

joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov   
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Jorgensen, Joel [Joel.Jorgensen@nebraska.gov]
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2009 10:14 AM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: 2001 Loup Data
Attachments: 1930_001.pdf

Melissa: 
 
I reviewed this matter.  It appears in the database that I sent provided data from one pit (Columbus #71) and I assume this 
is because an original file and/or documents containing field data has not been located.   Nonetheless, I did find a 
summary from the 2001 IPPC.  Attached you will find a summary that includes terns.  I hope this is helpful and it should 
correspond with data in the 2001 IPPC report.    
 
Thanks for bringing this omission to my attention.  Our tern and plover database continues to be a work in progress.  It is 
my understanding that as recently as 2005706 data was entered into an electronic format from years of surveys.  We 
continue to make advancements but there our are omissions and also data that has not been entered.    
 
I will follow up with additional information shortly.   
 

7Joel 
 

 

Joel Jorgensen  
Nongame Bird Program Manager 
Wildlife Division 
Nebraska Game & Parks Commission 
Lincoln, NE 68503                                                           
402747175440 
joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Kern, Rich [rich.kern@nebraska.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2009 7:26 AM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: RE: River Miles for the Loup River

I guess I didn’t send a message with those attachments. 
 
I don’t think they were self.explanatory so you will probably have to call me at (402) 471.3948.  I am a part.timer so am 
just here Mon & Thur from 7.11 and Tue & Wed from 7.1. 
 

From: Marinovich, Melissa [mailto:Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com]  

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2009 10:54 AM 
To: Kern, Rich 

Subject: RE: River Miles for the Loup River 

 

Thanks for all your help, Rich! 

 

Melissa 

From: Kern, Rich [mailto:rich.kern@nebraska.gov]  

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2009 10:53 AM 
To: Marinovich, Melissa 

Subject: RE: River Miles for the Loup River 

 

Hi Melissa, 
 
I found the paper copies and will get those scanned and send them to you tomorrow.  We will probably have to talk once I 
send them because they may not be self.explanatory. 
 
Rich 
 
 

From: Marinovich, Melissa [mailto:Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com]  

Sent: Monday, July 06, 2009 9:47 AM 
To: Kern, Rich 

Subject: River Miles for the Loup River 

 

Hi Rich, 

 

Last week I contacted Jeff Runge (USFWS) regarding a river mile file for the Loup River (he has provided us with river 

mile information for the Platte River in the past). He referred me to you. I am am trying to track down information on 

river miles for the Loup River. Jeff said you had a hardcopy list of river miles per certain landmarks such as river 

confluences. Could you please provide any information you might have on the Loup River System (North, Middle, South, 

Lower Loup Rivers)? If you have any questions please feel free to contact me. Thanks! 

 

Melissa Marinovich 

Environmental Scientist 

  

HDR  ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114.4098 

Phone: 402.399.1317 | Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: melissa.marinovich@hdrinc.com 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2009 7:39 PM
To: frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; jalexand@usgs.gov; calms@neb.rr.com; 

cgenoa@cablene.com; jean.angell@nebraska.gov; abaum@upperloupnrd.org; 
john.bender@nebraska.gov; al.berndt@nebraska.gov; rbishop@cpnrd.org; 
jblackhawk@aol.com; mbrown9@unl.edu; prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; 
emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov; steve.chick@ne.usda.gov; cothern.joe@epa.gov; 
todd.crawford@mail.house.gov; jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov; adubas@leg.ne.gov; 
mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; peggy.harding@ferc.gov; 
robert_harms@fws.gov; thowe@ponca.com; vwills@pawneenation.org; mark.ivy@ferc.gov; 
djjarecke@clarkswb.net; nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; CoraJones@bia.gov; 
david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; butchk@nctc.net; 
cityadmin@cablene.com; monroe@megavision.com; bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; 
mkuzila1@unl.edu; clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; 
patricia.leppert@ferc.gov; pcclerk@megavision.com; ncpza@hamilton.net; 
jmangi@columbusne.us; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; robertm@llnrd.org; jeddins@achp.gov; 
zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov; Kim.Nguyen@ferc.gov; danno@nohva.com; 
marvp@megavision.com; louis-pofahl@mail.house.gov; bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov; 
chairmanrhodd@ponca.com; jeff_runge@fws.gov; julias@poncatribe-ne.org; 
kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; jjshadl@nppd.com; asheridan@omahatribe.com; 
don_simpson@blm.gov; msittler@lpsnrd.org; Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; 
astuthman@leg.ne.gov; ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; jmsunne@nppd.com; 
Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; randy_thoreson@nps.gov; rtrudell@santeedakota.org; 
david.turner@ferc.gov; deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov; jwinkler@papionrd.org; 
lewrightjr@gmail.com

Cc: Angel Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Teresa Petr; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, 
Pat; Frame, Gail; Grennan, Dennis E.; King, Wendy; Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); 
Sigler, Bill; Waldow, George; White, Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District - FERC Relicensing: Revised Study Plan filed

Loup Power District has electronically filed its Revised Study Plan with FERC. The document is available on FERC’s e-
library and on the Loup Hydroelectric Relicensing Project web site.  
The Revised Study Plan is the result of many hours of discussion and evaluation. The District would like to thank all those 
who participated.” 
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Study Plan 12.0 (version 2)

For consideration in the relicensing of Loup River Hydroelectric Project #1256, as
prepared by the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources

Ice Jam Flooding resulting from the operation of the Loup River Public Power
District project

The Loup River Public Power District (LRPPD) project (the Project) is located in the Lower
Platte River basin in eastern Nebraska. Water is diverted from the Loup River, routed through a
35-mile long manmade canal and discharged into the Platte River near the city of Columbus.
The portion of the Loup River from the diversion weir to the confluence with the Platte River is
termed the Loup River “bypass reach” by the LRPPD.

At the point of diversion, a low weir across the Loup River creates sufficient head to divert up to
3,500 cubic feet per second. The diverted water flows through adjustable gates and is routed
through the Loup Power Canal on which a settling basin, two power houses, and two regulating
reservoirs are located. As the water exits the latter power house, it is carried along a tailrace
and discharged into the Platte River. According to the LRPPD, an average of only 31 per cent
of the total Loup River flow is allowed to remain in the Loup River and in varying amounts; at
times the LRPPD project diverts the entire Loup River, leaving in the stream bed only the small
amount which leaks through their weir.

Winter Project operations include procedures to deal with cold temperatures and ice conditions.
When frazil ice (a slushy ice formed in turbulent supercooled water) occurs, the Project
procedures require closure of the intake gates, barring water from the Canal and diverting the
water into the “bypass reach” of the Loup River instead.

Ice jam flooding in the Lower Platte River basin, including the Loup River, has been a recurrent
problem at a number of sites. Severe flooding occurred within the basin in March 1993, notably
near the city of Columbus where the river threatened the levee on the north bank of the Loup
River. The event caused widespread damage including road closures and failures, damage to
bridge abutments and water supplies; flooding of residential, agricultural, industrial, and
commercial areas; and damage to levees, dikes, and other river training structures.

Following the 1993 flood event, a team was formed to review the event and suggest measures
which might be implemented to mitigate similar events in the future. A comprehensive
investigation by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) was performed at the request of
NDNR. A Section 22 study report (1994 USACE Report) was issued, which noted the Project
operations and recommended a future study to evaluate the impact, if any, of the Project
operations on ice conditions downstream. The USACE Report acknowledged that little data
was then available on ice jams which occurred upstream from Columbus, so a comprehensive
ice data collection plan was designed by the USACE and implemented with an eye toward the
usage of the data in future studies so that ice jam occurrences could be detected and
forewarned, including the effect of the Project operations on discharge, ice formation and ice
transport in the Loup River below the diversion structure. The USACE 1994 Report suggested
that a quantitative analysis using more ice records could be conducted and that a qualitative
analysis could address such issues as the potential effects of fluctuating water levels on the
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formation of border ice, frazil ice transport, and the effects of sudden decreases in river flow on
ice movement. The USACE 1994 Report suggested that changes in the sediment regime of the
river resulting from LRPPD Project operations may have impacted ice formation and transport
processes. The USACE 1994 Report also addressed implementation of a number of mitigation
options including permanent, advance and emergency.

IN 2009 NDNR engaged the Omaha office of the USACE to develop methodologies to study the
impact of Project operations on ice jam flooding. After reviewing the version of the Revised
Study Plan 12.0 submitted by LRPPD, NDNR believes that that study plan will not answer
whether the Project operations impact ice jam flooding. Therefore NDNR incorporated the 2009
Corps proposal into this Revised Study Plan 12.0 (version 2) and hereby submits Revised Study
Plan 12.0 (version 2) for review and requests issuance of a Study Plan Determination adopting
Revised Study Plan 12.0 (version 2).

1. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF STUDY:
The goals of the study of ice jam flooding are to determine the impact of Project operations on
ice jam flooding and develop methods to prevent and mitigate any ice jam flooding impacts of
Project operations.

The objectives of the study of ice jam flooding are as follows:
a. Evaluate the impact of Project operations on hydrology, sediment transport, and

channel hydraulics in the Lower Platte River basin.
b. Evaluate the combined impact of Project operations on hydrology, sediment

transport, and channel hydraulics on ice processes in the Lower Platte River basin
c. Develop an ice jam and/or breakup predictive model.
d. Identify structural and nonstructural methods for the prevention and mitigation of ice

jams, should it be demonstrated that Project operations materially impact ice jam
formation of the Loup and Platte Rivers.

2. STUDY AREA
The geographic scope of the proposed study is the lower Platte River basin, between Fullerton,
NE and the confluence of the Loup and Platte Rivers, including the LRPPD canal, continuing
down to the confluence of the Platte and Missouri Rivers.

3. RELEVANT RESOURCE MANAGEMENT GOALS OR PUBLIC INTEREST
CONSIDERATIONS
The Nebraska Department of Natural Resources (NDNR) is the official state agency for all
matters pertaining to floodplain management, the home of the Nebraska Ice Report data base
and all known flood data within the state, and has jurisdiction over all matter pertaining to
surface water rights. Nebraska Revised Statutes §§ 61-206 (Reissue 2003) and 31-1017
(Reissue 2008) (Attachment A).

The public interest consideration of Revised Study Plan 12.0 (version 2) as submitted by NDNR
is to prevent or mitigate destruction to roads, structures, residences, commerce and loss of life.

4. EXISTING INFORMATION
The methodologies and data sources for studying whether the operation of the LRPPD project
contributes to ice jam flooding are detailed in the document entitled “Methodology to Assess Ice-
Affected Impacts Due to Loup Power District Operations, Loup and Platte Rivers, Fullerton, NE
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to Plattsmouth, NE” prepared by the Omaha office of the USACE and that is marked Attachment
B and made a part of this NDNR version two of the Revised Study Plan 12.0.

Data sources include the USACE 1994 Report, and notably its review of the history of ice jams
and flooding downstream of the Project; a comprehensive collection of flow, state, and
temperature information; and the completion of a predictive model to indicate when conditions
existed to support ice jam formation, and ice jam prevention and mitigation methods. As part of
the USACE Study, a comprehensive ice reporting program was implemented to collect detailed
information to allow for better future studies. This ice data is housed at NDNR and will be used
in this study. The USGS has records of hydrologic data. Details of the existing information and
data sources needed for this study are as follows:

a. Hydrology Study. Two models will be created for comparison to determine the Project
operations’ impacts to the Loup and Platte River hydrology. Several sources of data will be
required for the hydrology analysis including daily stream flow records at ten gage sites
within the study area. (See Attachment B, page two for a map and page three for a listing.)
Several other discontinued gages may also be required to either extend the period of record
at a nearby gage or used as a check on computed flows at various critical locations with the
models to be created. Gage heights will also be required to properly calibrate the unsteady
routing model to historic flows at each of the gage locations. Because the period of record
of gage heights is likely to be much shorter than for the stream flow records, channel cross-
section geometry will be required throughout all of the stream reaches with the unsteady
routing model to be created. Some geometry is available from an hydraulic model created in
the USACE Study, but some new cross-section geometry will need to be collected to ensure
model stability and robustness. Overbank channel geometry can be collected from digital
terrain models through the use of a GIS preprocessor, such as HEC-GeoRAS. The channel
and overbank geometries can be marched with the HES-RAS. Field data will be required to
verify various parameters, such as channel and overbank roughness, for the unsteady flow
model

b. Sediment Transport study. To assess sediment transport in the Loup and Platte
Rivers, data sources required include the aforementioned data and models developed for
the study of the hydrology of the basin. The gages used in the study of the hydrology will
also be utilized to collect bed load and suspended sediment load (and total sediment load, if
not available separately), as available. Bed material gradation data, as available from
USGS, will also be utilized. Additional field collection of bed material data may also be
required if lacking in various reaches. Suspended load gradations, as available from the
USGS, will also be utilized.

c. Ice Formation study. Flow data developed from the Hydrology section above will be
used. All available data will be collected from meteorologic reporting stations within and
near the study area from the National Climatic Data Center for those stations with records
deemed to be complete or near-compete concurrent with the period of record modeled in
the Hydrology section above. All field observation from the Nebraska Ice Report database
within the study reach will be collected. All pertinent information from the Cold Regions
Research and Engineering Laboratory (such as at CRREL) Ice Jam Data base for the study
reach will all be collected.
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d. Ice Transport During Freezeup and Breakup study. In addition to the flow and
geometry data and ice information developed in the Hydrology, Sediment Transport and Ice
Formation studies above, detailed channel bathymetry in the locations of interest for
DynaRICE modeling will be collected to create an appropriate 2-D model geometry.
Engineers with DynaRice modeling experience (such as at CRREL) will be needed to model
the various reaches.

e. Ice-Affected Hydraulics study. Data developed as part of all studies referred to above
will be needed for the Ice-Affected Hydraulics analysis. Additionally, high water marks
during ice jam events will be obtained from the USACE and other agencies’ records to use
for ice jam model calibration. Additional high water marks, such as tree scars, will be
collected in the field throughout the study reach near known ice jam locations for additional
model calibration of ice jams.

f. Ice Jam/Breakup Predictive Model. Data collected in all studies shown above will be
utilized to develop the predictive mode. No other data is likely needed.

g. Identification of Methods for Prevention and Mitigation of Ice Jams. If it is
demonstrated with the above studies that operation of the Project increases flood risk in any
part of the study reach, it would be prudent to investigate all viable operational measures as
well as structural and nonstructural measures that can be taken to prevent and mitigate the
flood risk.

5. NEXUS BETWEEN PROJECT OPERATIONS AND EFFECTS FOR THE RESOURCE TO
BE STUDIED

a. Direct effects: The winter operations of the LRPPD Project may directly affect ice jam
flooding through the changes in diversion of the Loup River at the time of frazil ice
formation, a study of which was suggested in the USACE Report.

b. Indirect and cumulative effects: The operations of the Project may impact the
hydrology, hydraulics and sediment transport of the Loup and Platte Rivers. The
combination of these impacts may also impact ice processes on the Loup and Platte rivers,
including, but not limited to, the production and formation of an ice cover and the
subsequent breakup of the ice cover. The operations may change the river contours, cause
channel degradation, allow vegetative encroachment and otherwise impact the river’s ability
to carry the entire flow during those infrequent frazil ice event when diversion into the canal
is interrupted.

6. PROPOSED STUDY METHODOLOGY, LEVEL OF EFFORT, AND COST
a. Methodology and Level of Effort: The proposed study methodology and level of effort
is set forth in “Methodology to Assess Ice-Affected Impacts Due to Loup Power District
Operations, Loup and Platte rivers, Fullerton, NE to Plattsmouth, NE” which is Attachment B
of this version of the Revised Study Plan. The methodology includes the development of a
number of models. The scope of the study set forth in Attachment B, was determined by the
Omaha office of the USACE without limitation or designation of geographic area, input or
methodology by the requester, NDNR. The specificity of NDNR’s request was to develop
methodology to study the impact of Project operations on ice jam flooding.
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b. Level of Cost: The expected level of cost to perform the study of the effects of the
operation of the LRPPD project on ice jam flooding, as outlined in this plan, is $200,000.

7. NDNR Response to the Revised Study Plan 12.0 submitted by the Loup River Public
Power District
NDNR worked with LRPPD toward the development of a study plan which would determine
whether the operation of the Project contributes to ice jam flooding. Because of the failure of
the parties to design a satisfactory study, the NDNR engaged the USACE to develop
methodologies to study the issue. Specifically, the NDNR requested development of study
methodologies from the Omaha office of the USACE because of their expertise relating to the
lower Platte River Basin and their personal involvement in the 1994 Corps study.

NDNR put no geographic, data, or methodology restraints on the request, believing that the
expertise of the USACE should be used to determine the scope of the study, rather than rely on
the lack of ice jam expertise held by NDNR and the LRPPD. It is NDNR’s technical opinion that
LRPPD’s arbitrary limitation of the study area to the power canal (where no flooding has been
noted) and the short section of the lower Platte River basin between the LRPPD diversion and
tail race would result in little useful information. The goal of this study is to understand the
LRPPD project’s operational effects in the context of the river system. Those effects cannot be
identified by simply studying a small reach of the river. Though this relatively small area might
“be more readily analyzed because it experiences the maximum incremental effects of Project
operations” and “is subjected to only a limited number of non-Project ice jam influences, such as
from tributaries, confluences, bridges, levees, and shore protection measures”, as proffered by
the LRPPD, NDNR has full confidence in the ability of the USACE to study the area they have
designated in their methodology, taking into consideration all possible influences.

The LRPPD’s argument that hydrologic and sediment transport analyses not be included in the
study of ice jam flooding because similar analyses are proposed in other studies is flawed in
that those analyses are not tailored for ice jam flooding and there is no vehicle by which the
analyses could be incorporated into this study, regardless of their questionable value if they
were incorporated here. The LRPPD’s reasoning that analysis of impacts as far back as Project
construction in the 1930s should not be considered is also flawed; an analysis of the present
impact of the operation cannot be complete without an analysis of the basin without the Project
and through the life of the Project.

It is NDNR’s technical opinion that conducting the study as contained in Revised Study Plan
12.0 as submitted by the LRPPD would result in a very limited and ineffective qualitative
assessment only, ignoring the vast amount of data and methodologies available to determine
the important question of whether the operation of the Project impacts ice jam flooding and
endangers life and property.

NDNR disagrees with the LRPPD’s opinion that their Revised Study Plan 12.0 is technically
similar to that devised by the Omaha office of the USACE in 2009 for the reasons enumerated
above.

LRPPD maintains in the Revised Study Plan 12.0 they submitted that it is not their responsibility
to refine or develop a model to predict ice events in the river basin of their Project. If it is
demonstrated that the operation of the LRPPD project contributes to ice jam flooding, LRPPD
should possess and use the tools necessary to mitigate the consequences of the project.
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In conclusion, the NDNR argues that the study submitted by LRPPD should not be adopted for
the following reasons;

• The scope and methodologies were developed by non-experts.
• The scope is flawed because it is too narrow.
• The proposed subset of methodologies is too narrow.
• There is no demonstration of the appropriateness of those sediment transport studies

that may be included other study plans.
• There is no proposed mechanism by which those studies can be incorporated in an

appropriate manner.
• Limiting the geographic area to the canal and bypass is inappropriate.
• There is no provision for prediction, prevention or mitigation of any ice jam flooding.
• Therefore the question raised by NDNR is not addressed.

The NDNR proposes adoption of the attached version of the study for the following reasons:
• NDNR does not have ice jam flooding expertise; however NDNR engaged the

assistance of ice jam flooding experts
• Ice jam flooding experts determined the scope of the study
• Ice jam flooding experts determined the methodology of the study
• The ice jam flooding experts engaged by NDNR to design the study have studied ice jam

flooding in the lower Platte River basin.
• The NDNR proposal evaluates the question within an appropriate geographic area
• The NDNR proposal evaluates project operations in the context of hydrology, sediment

transport and channel morphology.
• The NDNR proposal provides a predictive model and methods for mitigation and

prevention of ice jam flooding.
• Only the NDNR proposal addresses the question raised, “Whether the operation of the

Loup River Public Power District project impacts ice jam flooding.”

NDNR hereby submits Revised Study Plan 12.0 (version 2) for review and requests issuance of
a Study Plan Determination adopting Revised Study Plan 12.0 (version 2).
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ATTACHMENT A

Nebraska Revised Statute 61-206
Department of Natural Resources; jurisdiction; rules; hearings; orders; powers and duties.
(1) The Department of Natural Resources is given jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to
water rights for irrigation, power, or other useful purposes except as such jurisdiction is
specifically limited by statute. Such department shall adopt and promulgate rules and regulations
governing matters coming before it. It may refuse to allow any water to be used by claimants
until their rights have been determined and made of record. It may request information relative to
irrigation and water power works from any county, irrigation, or power officers and from any
other persons. It may have hearings on complaints, petitions, or applications in connection with
any of such matters. Such hearings shall be had at the time and place designated by the
department. The department shall have power to certify official acts, compel attendance of
witnesses, take testimony by deposition as in suits at law, and examine books, papers,
documents, and records of any county, party, or parties interested in any of the matters
mentioned in this section or have such examinations made by its qualified representative and
shall make and preserve a true and complete transcript of its proceedings and hearings. If a final
decision is made without a hearing, a hearing shall be held at the request of any party to the
proceeding if the request is made within thirty days after the decision is rendered. If a hearing is
held at the request of one or more parties, the department may require each such requesting party
and each person who requests to be made a party to such hearing to pay the proportional share of
the cost of such transcript. Upon any hearing, the department shall receive any evidence relevant
to the matter under investigation and the burden of proof shall be upon the person making the
complaint, petition, and application. After such hearing and investigation, the department shall
render a decision in the premises in writing and shall issue such order or orders duly certified as
it may deem necessary.

(2) The department shall serve as the official agency of the state in connection with water
resources development, soil and water conservation, flood prevention, watershed protection, and
flood control.

(3) The department shall:

(a) Offer assistance as appropriate to the supervisors or directors of any subdivision of
government with responsibilities in the area of natural resources conservation, development, and
use in the carrying out of any of their powers and programs;

(b) Keep the supervisors or directors of each such subdivision informed of the activities and
experience of all other such subdivisions and facilitate cooperation and an interchange of advice
and experience between such subdivisions;

(c) Coordinate the programs of such subdivisions so far as this may be done by advice and
consultation;
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(d) Secure the cooperation and assistance of the United States, any of its agencies, and agencies
of this state in the work of such subdivisions;

(e) Disseminate information throughout the state concerning the activities and programs of such
subdivisions;

(f) Plan, develop, and promote the implementation of a comprehensive program of resource
development, conservation, and utilization for the soil and water resources of this state in
cooperation with other local, state, and federal agencies and organizations;

(g) When necessary for the proper administration of the functions of the department, rent or lease
space outside the State Capitol; and

(h) Assist such local governmental organizations as villages, cities, counties, and natural
resources districts in securing, planning, and developing information on flood plains to be used
in developing regulations and ordinances on proper use of these flood plains.

Nebraska Revised Statute 31-1017
Department; flood plain management; powers and duties.
The department shall be the official state agency for all matters pertaining to flood plain
management. In carrying out that function, the department shall have the power and authority to:

(1) Coordinate flood plain management activities of local, state, and federal agencies;

(2) Receive federal funds intended to accomplish flood plain management objectives;

(3) Prepare and distribute information and conduct educational activities which will aid the
public and local units of government in complying with the purposes of sections 31-1001 to 31-
1023;

(4) Provide local governments having jurisdiction over flood-prone lands with technical data and
maps adequate to develop or support reasonable flood plain management regulation;

(5) Adopt and promulgate rules and regulations establishing minimum standards for local flood
plain management regulation. In addition to the public notice requirement in the Administrative
Procedure Act, the department shall, at least twenty days in advance, notify by mail the clerks of
all cities, villages, and counties which might be affected of any hearing to consider the adoption,
amendment, or repeal of such minimum standards. Such minimum standards shall be designed to
protect human life, health, and property and to preserve the capacity of the flood plain to
discharge the waters of the base flood and shall take into consideration (a) the danger to life and
property by water which may be backed up or diverted by proposed obstructions and land uses,
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(b) the danger that proposed obstructions or land uses will be swept downstream to the injury of
others, (c) the availability of alternate locations for proposed obstructions and land uses, (d) the
opportunities for construction or alteration of proposed obstructions in such a manner as to lessen
the danger, (e) the permanence of proposed obstructions or land uses, (f) the anticipated
development in the foreseeable future of areas which may be affected by proposed obstructions
or land uses, (g) hardship factors which may result from approval or denial of proposed
obstructions or land uses, and (h) such other factors as are in harmony with the purposes of
sections 31-1001 to 31-1023. Such minimum standards may, when required by law, distinguish
between farm and nonfarm activities and shall provide for anticipated developments and
gradations in flood hazards. If deemed necessary by the department to adequately accomplish the
purposes of such sections, such standards may be more restrictive than those contained in the
national flood insurance program standards, except that the department shall not adopt standards
which conflict with those of the national flood insurance program in such a way that compliance
with both sets of standards is not possible;

(6) Provide local governments and other state and local agencies with technical assistance,
engineering assistance, model ordinances, assistance in evaluating permit applications and
possible violations of flood plain management regulations, assistance in personnel training, and
assistance in monitoring administration and enforcement activities;

(7) Serve as a repository for all known flood data within the state;

(8) Assist federal, state, or local agencies in the planning and implementation of flood plain
management activities, such as flood warning systems, land acquisition programs, and relocation
programs;

(9) Enter upon any lands and waters in the state for the purpose of making any investigation or
survey or as otherwise necessary to carry out the purposes of such sections. Such right of entry
shall extend to all employees, surveyors, or other agents of the department in the official
performance of their duties, and such persons shall not be liable to prosecution for trespass when
performing their official duties;

(10) Enter into contracts or other arrangements with any state or federal agency or person as
defined in section 49-801 as necessary to carry out the purposes of sections 31-1001 to 31-1023;
and

(11) Adopt and enforce such rules and regulations as are necessary to carry out the duties and
responsibilities of such sections.
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ATTACHMENT B

Methodology to Assess Ice-Affected Impacts Due to Loup Power District Operations
Loup and Platte Rivers

Fullerton, NE to Plattsmouth, NE

The operation of the Project may impact the hydrology, hydraulics and sediment
transport of the lower Loup and Platte Rivers. The combination of these impacts may
also impact ice processes on the Loup and Platte Rivers, including, but not limited to, the
production and formation of an ice cover and the subsequent breakup of the ice cover.
The purpose of these proposed studies would be to evaluate the impact of Project
operation on hydrology, sediment transport, and channel hydraulics, and the combined
impact on ice processes. The study would also propose to develop an ice jam and/or
breakup predictive model, as well as identify structural and nonstructural methods for the
prevention and mitigation of ice jams, should it be demonstrated that operation of the
Project materially impacts ice jam formation on the Loup and Platte Rivers. The study
area would include the Loup River from just above the power canal headworks on the
Loup River to the mouth of the Loup River, the Platte River from just upstream of the
Loup-Platte confluence to the mouth of the Platte River and the Loup Power Canal from
the headworks to the tailrace confluence with the Platte River below the Loup-Platte
confluence. Several of the studies listed below require specialized experience and/or
knowledge of the river systems and ice processes in question.

Hydrology. Historic flows within the study area will be needed to derive what flows
would be in the study area if there were no diversions to the power canal. The with and
without power canal diversions daily flow sets will be analyzed to determine the
differences in flow regime at select locations within the study area. The differences will
allow for determining the impacts on the power canal diversion on sediment transport and
ice processes throughout the study reach.

Methodology. An unsteady hydraulic routing model (e.g. HEC-RAS) will be
developed to determine daily mean flows at various points within the Loup and Platte
Rivers. Historic observed flows from several U.S. Geologic Survey (USGS) stream
gaging sites (shown in Table 1 and Figure 1 below) will be obtained from the USGS
database. All gages except the Loup River Power Canal near Genoa, Loup River near
Genoa, Platte River at North Bend, and Platte River at Louisville will be used as flow
sources for the unsteady hydraulic routing model. The Loup River Power Canal near
Genoa will be used to replicate the flow diversions from the Loup River to the power
canal and routed downstream to the tailrace location below the Loup-Platte confluence.
The Loup River near Genoa, Platte River at North Bend, and Platte River at Louisville
gages will be used to compute ungaged local inflows based on historic flows. Once the
historic ungaged local inflows are computed, the historic diversions to the canal will be
routed through the Loup River as if the power canal did not exist to produce a daily flow
record for that scenario. Results from the two models will then be compared to determine
the impacts to the Loup and Platte River hydrology. Statistical analysis of annual and
seasonal peak flows at various locations will be computed for both scenarios; volume-
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duration analysis will also be computed for annual and seasonal flows. Statistical
analysis of flow durations for annual, seasonal and monthly flows will also be computed
for both scenarios. The flow frequencies and volume-duration analysis will be needed to
construct balanced hydrographs for the Ice-Affected Hydraulic analysis, and the flow
durations will be needed for ice analysis. The daily flow records for both scenarios will
be needed for the Sediment Transport analysis.

Figure 1. USGS Stream Gage Sites in Study Area.

Data Sources. Several sources of data will be required for the analysis. Daily
stream flow records at several gage sites will be required, as shown in Table 1 below.
Several other discontinued gages may also be required to either extend the period of
record at a nearby gage or used as a check on computed flows at various critical locations
within the model (e.g. Loup River at Columbus gage or Platte River at Ashland gage).
Gage heights will also be required to properly calibrate the unsteady routing model to
historic flows at each of the gage locations, but the period of record of gage heights is
likely to be much shorter than for the stream flow records. Channel cross-section
geometry will be required throughout all of the stream reaches within the unsteady
routing model. Some geometry will be available from existing hydraulic models, but
some new cross-section geometry will need to be collected to ensure model stability and
robustness. Overbank channel geometry can be collected from digital terrain models
through use of a GIS preprocessor, such as HEC-GeoRAS. The channel and overbank
geometries can be merged within HEC-RAS. Field data will be required to verify various
parameters, such as channel and overbank roughness, for the unsteady flow model.
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Table 1. List of USGS Stream Gage Locations within Study Area

Site Name USGS Gage Number Period of Record

Platte River near Duncan, NE 06774000 5/3/1895 – Present
South Loup River at Saint Michael, NE 06784000 10/1/1943 – Present
Middle Loup River at Saint Paul, NE 06785000 9/1/1928 – Present
North Loup River near Saint Paul, NE 06790500 9/1/1928 – Present
Loup River Power Canal near Genoa, NE 06792500 1/1/1937 – Present
Loup River near Genoa, NE 06793000 4/1/1929 – Present
Beaver Creek at Genoa, NE 06794000 10/1/1940 – Present
Platte River at North Bend, NE 06796000 4/1/1949 – Present
Elkhorn River at Waterloo, NE 06800500 4/28/1899 – Present
Platte River at Louisville, NE 06805500 6/1/1953 - Present

Sediment Transport (Loup and Platte Rivers). Sediment transport will be assessed by
use of a sediment transport model in HEC-RAS. With and without power canal diversion
flow sets will be used to asses the differences in sediment transport capacity and to
determine the potential changes in channel geometry for both scenarios. The differing
channel geometries will be further used to assess the differences in hydraulic conveyance
under ice conditions.

Methodology. A sediment transport model will used in HEC-RAS using the
channel geometries utilized for the unsteady flow routing model in the Hydrology section
above. Prior to use for sediment transport, the model will be properly calibrated for open
water conditions as specified in the Ice-Affected Hydraulics section below. Historic
sediment load data from the USGS and other sources will be used as model inputs, as
well as historic records of sediment removed from the power canal settling basin.
Historic conditions will be simulated to verify the relative stability of the current channel
geometries throughout the study reach. Once the sediment transport model is deemed
sufficiently calibrated to existing conditions, the model will be modified to preclude
power canal diversions and reintroducing the sediment removed in the settling basin to
the channel at point of diversion. Changes in ultimate channel geometry will then be
assessed. No changes in channel planform will be considered, however. The existing
geometry and the without diversion geometry will then be used to assess the differences
in ice-affected hydraulics.

Data Sources. Data sources required include the data and models developed in
the Hydrology section above, as well as sediment data. The USGS gages shown in Table
1 above will be utilized to collect bed load and suspended sediment load (and total
sediment load, if not available separately), as available. Bed material gradation data, as
available from the USGS and other sources, will also be collected. Additional field
collection of bed material data may be required if information is lacking in various
reaches. Suspended load gradations, as available from the USGS, will also be utilized.
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Ice Formation (Loup and Platte Rivers). The mechanics of ice formation on the study
area rivers will be examined. Hydrometeorlogic data will be utilized to determine ice
production, in conjunction with field observations from the Nebraska Ice Reports (NIR)
database. The total volume of ice produced within the study reach will be estimated for
the with and without power canal diversion flow and channel regimes for use in the Ice-
Affected Hydraulics computations.

Methodology. Hydrometeorologic data, such as air temperature and precipitation,
will be collected from the National Climatic Data Center (NCDC) at various stations
within and near the study area. Statistical analysis will be performed to determine the
correlation between formation of frazil ice and hydrometeorologic conditions and
discharge, and correlated with actual field observations as noted in the NIR database and
power canal shutdowns during periods of frazil production. The total volume of frazil ice
produced can be estimated through a deterministic mathematical model. Ice cover
thickness growth will be estimated through use of the modified Stefan equation and
corroborated against field measurements of average ice thickness. The values for ice
production and thickness will be used as part of the Ice-Affected Hydraulics
computations. If a difference in ice production can be attributed to differences in
discharge, those differences will be utilized in assessing the Ice-Affected Hydraulics for
the with and without diversion conditions (flow and geometry) as appropriate.

Data Sources. Flow data developed from the Hydrology section above will be
needed. All available data will be collected from meteorologic reporting stations within
and near the study area from the NCDC for those stations with records deemed to be
complete or near-complete concurrent with the period of record modeled in the
Hydrology section above. All field observations from the Nebraska Ice Report database
within the study reach will be collected. All pertinent information from the Cold Regions
Research and Engineering Laboratory (CRREL) Ice Jam Database (IJDB) for the study
reach will also be collected.

Ice Transport During Freezeup and Breakup. The transport of ice floes is beyond the
capability of a one-dimensional model such as HEC-RAS. However, a two-dimensional
model such as the DynaRICE ice-hydraulic numerical model has been successfully used
to model ice transport through various channels and hydraulic structures as well as ice
jam initiation. Modeling of select reaches of interest may demonstrate differences in the
formation of ice under with and without power canal conditions.

Methodology. A DynaRICE hydraulic model will be constructed in several areas
of interest, such as downstream of the power canal headworks on the Loup River, the
Loup River at Columbus, the Platte River downstream of the Loup Power Canal tailrace,
and the Platte River at North Bend. The Columbus and North Bend sites would be
modeled due to historic ice jam occurrences (both freezeup and breakup), while the Loup
River downstream of the headworks would be modeled as it would presumably have the
greatest difference in flow and geometry regimes. The reach downstream of the tailrace
would be modeled to determine if the elevated water temperatures and hydrocycling from
the power canal increase areas of open-water downstream, which in turn may lead to
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greater formation of frazil ice. If differences in ice cover formation and/or jam formation
can be demonstrated with the DynaRICE model, those differences will be utilized in the
Ice-Affected Hydraulics analysis as appropriate. An algorithm would need to be
developed to convert existing channel bathymetry based on differences in channel
geometry developed in the Sediment Transport study above.

Data Sources. The flow and geometry data and ice information developed in the
Hydrology, Sediment Transport and Ice Formation studies above would be needed.
Detailed channel bathymetry in the locations of interest for DynaRICE modeling would
need to be collected to enable creation of an appropriate 2-D model geometry. Engineers
with DynaRICE modeling experience (such as at CRREL) would be needed to model the
various reaches.

Ice-Affected Hydraulics. Differences in flow and channel regimes between the with and
without flow diversions may lead to differences in water surface profiles in the study
reach. If the flow and channel regime differences lead to differences in ice cover and ice
jam formation, these may lead to additional differences in water surface profiles. These
differences may lead to an increase (or decrease) in flood risk to floodplain infrastructure.

Methodology. The unsteady routing model developed as part of the Hydrology
study would be utilized for computing the ice-affected hydraulics of the study area. The
first step would be to develop an open-water model, however, as a stable, robust
hydraulic model would be needed for both the Hydrology and Sediment Transport
studies. The model geometry predicted from the without diversion Sediment Transport
study would also need to be modeled under open-water conditions to verify model
robustness. Once the with and without diversion geometries are suitable for modeling,
various steady flows would be modeled with a solid ice cover, using ice thicknesses
developed in the Ice Formation study as appropriate. Ice jams would be modeled for
freezeup and breakup conditions for the existing conditions geometry, utilizing HEC-
RAS’s capability to predict ice jam formation location, coupled with knowledge of
historic jam locations and results from the Ice Transport During Freezeup and Breakup
analysis above, to verify model accuracy for jam formation computations. HEC-RAS
would then be used to predict where ice jams form in the without flow diversion model,
utilizing ice jam parameters similar to the with flow diversion (i.e. existing) conditions
model, unless the Ice Formation and Ice Transport During Freezeup and Breakup
demonstrate that different parameters should be utilized. Differences in water surface
profiles for similar conditions (e.g. use the 2-, 5-, and 10-year flows for with and without
diversions, which may be different at certain locations) would then be computed to
determine if power canal operations increase or decrease flood risk to overbank
infrastructure.

Data Sources. Data developed as part of all studies shown above would be
needed for the Ice-Affected Hydraulics analysis. Additionally, high water marks during
ice jam events would be obtained from USACE and other agencies’ records to use for ice
jam model calibration. Additional high water marks, such as tree scars, would be
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collected in the field throughout the study reach near known ice jam locations for
additional model calibration of ice jams.

Ice Jam/Breakup Predictive Model. Empirical models have been previously developed
by CRREL and USACE-Omaha for the Platte River at North Bend to predict the
formation of ice jams and the date of ice breakup based upon climatic and hydrologic
parameters for input. Similar model development could be used to predict formation of
ice jams and/or breakup of ice on the Loup River.

Methodology. Climatic and hydrologic data collected as part of other studies
listed above would be obtained. The NIR and CRREL IJDB would also be used to
retrieve information on dates of jam formation. Multi-regression equations would be
used to correlate various climatic and hydrologic data with known ice jams to develop a
hindcast model that could be used for future predictive purposes. If ice jam development
can be linked to geometry differences, the model could be used to synthesize a record of
potential ice jam occurrences under the without diversion condition.

Data Sources. Data collected in all studies shown above will be utilized to
develop the predictive model. No other data is likely needed.

Identification of Methods for Prevention and Mitigation of Ice Jams. If it is
demonstrated that operation of the Loup Power Canal increases flood risk in any part of
the study reach, it would be prudent to identify those structural and nonstructural means
that may prevent and/or mitigate the impacts of ice jams. Structural means may include
structural alterations to the canal headworks to reduce ice volume or construction of a
flood control project. Nonstructural means may include alteration of canal operations or
relocation of at-risk structures. These options are merely examples, and do not constitute
the full range of possible prevention/mitigation options.

Methodology. Based upon the results of the above studies, all viable structural
and nonstructural measures for prevention and/or mitigation of ice jams would be
investigated. Development of a list of measures to be considered may be garnered
through public and power district input and an elicitation of experts in ice jams and flood
risk reduction and mitigation. A screening process would be enacted to carry forward
those measures deemed most feasible by a panel consisting of individuals representing
the power district, and local and state governments. Each measure carried forward would
be evaluated as to its technical merit and cost, among other parameters. A scoring matrix
could then be created to weigh each alternative as to how well it meets various criteria,
and the top scoring alternatives determined for further consideration and/or
implementation.
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STATE OF NEBRASKA 
r'Dave Heineman 

Governor 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Brian P. Dunnigan, P .E. 
Director 

September 1, 2009 IN REPLY TO: 

Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 
Nathaniel J. Davis, Sr., Deputy Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, N.E., Room 1A 
Washington, DC 20426 

RE: Relicensing of Loup River Hydroelectric Project (Project) 
PERC project number 1256 
Final Study Plan Determination, Study Plan Number 12 

Dear Secretary Bose: 

The Nebraska Department of Natural Resources wishes to thank you for your thorough analysis 
of the Revised Study Plan Number 12. We accept the final study determination with one 
exception: it appears a scrivenor's error occurred in the second paragraph of the Conclusions 
section of Final Study Plan Number 12. 

Paragraph two of the Conclusions section of Study Plan Number 12 suggests that the Project's 
effects on stream morphology and hydrology should be studied on a portion of the Platte River 
basin which includes the Loup River bypass, continuing downstream to a point not influenced by 
the Elkhorn River. To accomplish this, the Department suggests it was the intent of the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission to modify the methodology developed by the Corps of 
Engineers so as to study a foreshortened portion of the Platte River: from Fullerton to the USGS 
North Bend gaging station. Sentence four of paragraph two of Study Plan Number 12 is contrary 
to this presumed geographic area. The sentence presently reads that the study would " ... include 
the Loup River from Fremont, Nebraska to the Platte River at the USGS North Bend gaging 
station." Fremont is not located on the Loup River; Fremont is located north of the Platte River, 
downstream of North Bend. North Bend is located approximately 65.4 river miles downstream 
of the Project's diversion of the Loup River. A reach from a point near Fremont to the USGS 
North Bend gaging station would include no portion of the Loup River and, therefore, no portion 
of the diversion of the Loup, the "bypass" portion of the Loup, or the confluence of the Project 
tail race with the Platte River. To accomplish the presumed goals set forth by the Commission, 
the Department proposes that the second paragraph of the Conclusions section of Study Plan 
Number 12 state as follows: 

admin-directorsJDunnigan/2009 
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Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 
Natbaniel J. Davis, Sr., Deputy Secretary 
September 1, 2009 
Page 2 

Ice formation and flooding are affected by stream morphology and hydrology. As 
discussed in several studies above, we are approving studies with modifications that 
would examine tbe project effects on stream morphology and hydrology. We expect 
that tbose effects, if any, would be the greatest in tbe Loup River bypass and 
immediately below the tailrace. Therefore, we are modifying the district's icing study 
to include tbe Loup River from Fullerton, Nebraska to tbe Platte River at the USGS 
North Bend gaging station. This area would cover one of tbe areas most affected by 
tbe March 1993 flood, without confounding tbe results with inputs of the Elkhorn 
River, which also experienced severe flooding in tbe March 1993 flood. If the results 
of the study indicate tbat the project may be influencing flooding further downstream, 
additional analyses would be required in year 2 of the study period. 

We respectfully submit this suggested correction of Study Plan Number 12 and thank you for 
your deliberation in the matter. 

:O~~O ~ 
Brian P. Dunnigan, P.E. ~ 
Director 

cc: Loup River Public Power District 



FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON D.C.  20426 

August 26, 2009 
 
OFFICE OF ENERGY PROJECTS 
 
                   Project No. 1256-029─Nebraska  
                   Loup River Hydroelectric Project  
         Loup River Public Power District 
 
Neal D. Suess, President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
2404 15th Street 
P.O. Box 988 
Columbus, NE  68602-0988 
 
Reference:  Study Plan Determination for the Loup River Hydroelectric Project  
 
Dear Mr. Suess:  
 
 Pursuant to 18 CFR §5.13(c) of the Commission’s regulations, this letter includes 
my study plan determination for the Loup River Public Power District’s (Loup Power 
District or District) Loup River Hydroelectric Project (Project).  This determination is 
based on the staff’s review of the revised study plan, comments on the proposed and 
revised study plan, and other elements of the record.  
 
 While many issues associated with your proposed and revised study plans have 
been resolved, some unresolved issues remain.  This letter includes modifications to your 
revised study plan necessary to resolve the outstanding issues, which are discussed in 
Appendix A. 
 
 Background  
 
 On March 27, 2009, the District filed its proposed study plan that included 12 
study plans on fish, water quality, cultural, recreation, land use, terrestrial, and 
developmental resources.  
 
 On April 21, 2009, May 5, 2009, May 11, 2009, and May 27 & 28, 2009, the 
District held study plan meetings with the relicensing participants, some of which 
included Commission staff, to discuss its proposed study plans.  The District filed a 
revised study plan on July 27, 2009, which included: 
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 Leaving three study plans unchanged:  Fish Passage, Land Use Inventory, and 
Section 106 Compliance. 

 Modifying six study plans:  Sedimentation, Hydrocycling, Water Temperature for 
the Loup River Bypassed Reach, Flow Depletion and Flow Diversion, Recreation 
Use, and Ice Jam Flooding on the Loup River. 

 Deleting two study plans:  Water Temperature in the Platte River and Fish 
Inventory. 

 
 Comments on the revised study plan were filed by the Nebraska Department of 
Natural Resources (Nebraska DNR) on August 7, 2009, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS) on August 11, 2009.  The District filed responses to the Nebraska DNR 
and FWS letters on August 18, 2009. 
 
 Study Plan Determination  
 
 Commission staff reviewed the District’s revised study plan, comments on the 
plan, and other elements of the record.  Based on that review, I am:  (1) approving the 
Fish Passage, Land Use Inventory, and Section 106 Compliance study plans as filed; (2) 
approving the Sedimentation, Hydrocycling, Water Temperature for the Loup River 
Bypassed Reach, Flow Depletion and Flow Diversion, Recreation Use, and Ice Jam 
Flooding on the Loup River study plans with further modifications; and (3) approving the 
removal of the Water Temperature in the Platte River and the Fish Inventory study plans.  
I am not requiring the District to conduct sediment sampling for polychlorinated 
biphenyls in the Loup Power Canal as requested by the FWS.  My reasons for modifying 
the District’s revised study plan are explained in detail in Appendix A. 
 
 If you have any questions, please contact Kim Nguyen at (202) 502-6105 or email 
at kim.nguyen@ferc.gov. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
       Jeff C. Wright 
       Director 
       Office of Energy Projects 
 
Enclosures:  Appendix A – Study Request Issues 
 
cc:  Mailing List 
 Public File 
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APPENDIX A 
STUDY REQUEST ISSUES 

 
 The following discusses staff’s findings on the revised study plan proposed by the 
District and comments on those plans based on criteria outlined in the Commission’s 
regulations [18 CFR sections 5.9(b)(1)-(7)].  Except as explained below, we concur with 
the District’s conclusions and bases for its proposed study plans and conclude that the 
revised study plan, as modified below, adequately addresses all study needs at this time.  
This includes the deletion of the Water Temperature in the Platte River (Study 3.0) and 
the Fish Inventory (Study 6) study plans; no comments opposing their removal were 
filed. 
 

Approved Study Plans As Filed in the Revised Study Plan 
 
Study No. 7 – Fish Passage 
Study No. 10 – Land Use Inventory 
Study No. 11 – Section 106 Compliance  
 

Approved Study Plans with Modifications 
 
General Comments Applicable to Various Studies 
 
 Determination of effects on federally listed species 
 
 In the Sedimentation Study (task 5), the District proposes that if it were to 
determine that the project does not affect stream morphology in the Loup River bypassed 
reach and the lower Platte River, or that the system is in dynamic equilibrium, it will be 
inferred that the project does not affect interior least tern and piping plover nesting 
habitat parameters related to sediment transport and stream morphology and that no 
further analysis is warranted.  Similar determinations of effect are implied in the Flow 
Depletion and Flow Diversion Study (task 2, 4, and 6).  The FWS asserts that such 
determinations may limit the Commission’s sole discretion regarding a determination of 
project effects on listed species.  FWS recommends that this and other study plan 
deliverables be limited to study methods, results, and raw data. 
 
 While the District is free to interpret the study results, nothing in the study plan 
should be construed to limit the Commission’s ability to draw its own conclusions as to 
adverse effects on listed species or to request additional studies or modifications to 
studies as provided by our regulations. 
 
 Future projections of the lower Platte River hydrology 
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 In its comments on both the proposed study plan and revised study plan, FWS 
recommended that the District create future, projected hydrographs for use in comparing 
the benefits and costs among various, unspecified project operational alternatives.  The 
projected hydrographs would be based on future water depletions to the lower Platte 
River “as demonstrated by Nebraska DNR (2009) and U.S. Department of Interior 
[Interior] (2006).” 
 
 Nebraska DNR (2009) predicts that the cumulative effects on all present and 
predicted well development in the basin over the next 25 years will result in a depletion 
of flow on the lower Platte River at North Bend of about 255 cfs, which equates to a total 
annual volume reduction of about 184,000 acre-feet.  The current mean annual flow at the 
site based on the U.S. Geological Survey’s [USGS] 2008 Water-Date Report is 4,506 cfs.  
The projected reduction in flow over the next 25 years would reduce this mean annual 
flow by 255 cfs or less than 6 percent. 
 
 Whether this reduction will actually occur is debatable.  Nebraska DNR (2009) 
bases this projection, in part, on speculations of future well development and a current 
well appropriations “lag effect” defined as the “delayed effect that the consumptive use 
of water associated with well pumping will have on hydrologically connected streamflow 
and the associated impact on surface water appropriations.”  The prediction also assumes 
that precipitation and irrigation patterns will remain constant.  Therefore, the result is a 
very precise estimate (i.e., 255 cfs, not 250 cfs, or 300 cfs) but with a reasonably high 
degree of uncertainty associated with its underlying assumptions. 
 
 Using a hydrograph that may or may not exist 25 years into the future would not 
be adequate for assessing project effects in the early years of a license when the flows can 
be predicted with the most certainty. 
 
 With regard to Interior (2006), FWS does not provide a methodology or explain 
what specific information in the report would be used to predict future water depletions in 
the lower Platte River.  We note that Interior (2006) analyzes various flow management 
alternatives well upstream of the project area in the Central Platte River subbasin for the 
purpose of benefitting federally listed species; however, Interior (2006) at 3-15 concludes 
that the various flow management alternatives that were analyzed “would result in only 
small changes to these flow parameters in the Lower Platte River and, therefore, provide 
marginal benefits to the pallid sturgeon.”  It’s not clear to us how this information would 
be translated into a projected hydrograph for the lower Platte River. 
 
 Our practice, which is widely accepted and utilized, is to use the current 
hydrologic record as an approximation of future hydrology.  This approach, like that used 
by Nebraska DNR (2009), has many of the very same limitations in that the predicted 
hydrology may be affected by changes in land use practices, water uses, precipitation 
patterns, and other similar factors that affect flows decades in the future.  However, the 
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advantage of our approach is that we can more accurately predict project effects on river 
hydrology early on when the flows can be predicted with the most certainty.  
 
 For the above reasons we will not require the District to synthesize a future 
hydrograph based on Interior (2006) and Nebraska DNR (2009), and use that record to 
assess project operational alternatives as recommended by FWS. 
 
Study No. 1 – Sedimentation  
 
 In its revised study plan, the District proposes to conduct a sedimentation study 
with the following objectives:  (1) characterize sediment transport in the Loup River 
bypassed reach and lower Platte River (i.e., Platte River extending from the Loup River 
confluence downstream to the Missouri River); (2) characterize stream morphology in the 
Loup River bypassed reach and in the lower Platte River through a data and literature 
review; (3) determine if a relationship can be detected between sediment transport and 
interior least term and piping plover nest counts and fledge success; and (4) determine if 
sediment transport limits pallid sturgeon habitat in the lower Platte River downstream of 
the Elkhorn River confluence. 
 
 Objective 1 – Characterizing sediment transport 
 
 Methodology 
 
 Under this objective, the District would conduct two “tasks” called Task 2 and 
Task 3.  Under Task 2, the District would update a sediment budget and sediment yield 
analysis completed by the Missouri River Basin Commission (MRBC) in September 
1975 using information generated by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation for the Platte River 
at Duncan (upstream of the Loup River confluence) and the District’s dredge records for 
the project’s settling basin.  Under Task 3, the District would calculate effective 
discharge (i.e., the flow or range of flows that transport(s) the most sediment) and total 
sediment transported at a total of nine USGS gage sites on the Loup River, Platte River, 
and project’s power and tailrace canals and one additional non-USGS gage site on the 
Loup River upstream of the project’s diversion dam.1 
 
 In calculating effective discharge and total sediment transported at the USGS gage 
sites, the District would utilize historic USGS gage discharge and river cross-sectional 
rating curves along with existing sediment information sources.  For the one site on the 
Loup River upstream of the project’s diversion dam, the District would synthesize a 
discharge record for the site presumably utilizing recorded hydrologic data from one or 
more of the other sites and correcting for the drainage area of the Loup River at the site 

                                                 
1 Effective discharge and total sediment transported are indicators of sediment 

transport. 
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upstream of the diversion.  The District does not state how it would obtain the 
geomorphic indices (e.g., channel width, velocity, slope, gradation, etc.) for its 
calculation of total sediment transported at the upstream site but presumably would 
obtain them through a combination of field measurements and existing information 
sources.  Effective discharge and total sediment transported would be determined for 
each study site for existing and alternative project operations using wet and drought year 
flows. 
 
 In its revised study plan, the District notes that there has been limited 
sedimentation and geomorphology study on the lower Platte and Loup Rivers, inferring 
that their proposed study is needed to better understand project effects on sedimentation 
and geomorphology in the project area. 
 
 Study Issues 
 
 In its July 1, 2009, filing commenting on the proposed study plan, the FWS 
requested that, as part of the Task 2 sediment budget and sediment yield analysis, the 
District should directly measure the sediment supply contributions to the lower Platte 
River from the project’s tailrace channel and calibrate sediment supply estimates for the 
Loup River based on actual sediment dredged from the canal and from the Loup River 
immediately downstream of certain tributary confluences.  The District responded in the 
revised study plan that direct measurements of sediment supplies requires extensive 
sampling both spatially and temporally in order to draw meaningful conclusions and that 
the existing sediment estimates in the literature are sufficient to meet the study objective.  
In its comments on the revised study plan, the FWS responded that the District should 
instead adjust sediment yield estimates for tributaries to the Loup River downstream of 
the diversion based on reductions in sediment documented in the project’s settling basin.2  
The FWS notes that the reductions in the Loup River subbasin sediment yield as reflected 
in the dredge records is likely system-wide. 
 
 Conclusions 
 
 The FWS’s supposition that a system-wide reduction in sediment yield as 
evidenced by the reduction in material dredged since 1975 is reasonable.  Therefore, as 
part of Task 2, the District shall adjust the sediment yield calculated for the Loup River 
and its tributaries downstream of the project’s diversion dam as well as the project’s 

                                                 
2 In the PAD at 5-24, the District notes that its dredge records show that through 

1975, average annual material dredged was 2.2 million tons.  Since then, the average has 
decreased to 1.2 million tons per year. 
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tailrace3 based on documented reductions in dredged material from the project’s settling 
basin.  This modification would require very little additional effort on the part of the 
District while improving the quality of the data. 
 
 Objective 2 – Characterizing stream morphology 
 
 Methodology 
 
 Under this objective, the District would complete Tasks 2 and 3 as described 
above for Objective 1.  The District would also conduct an additional analysis (Task 4) in 
which they would review measured and reported USGS stream morphology data, 
presumably for the nine USGS gage sites identified above, and calculate the effective 
discharges associated with each site’s stream morphology.   The District would evaluate 
the effective discharges for various time periods, and analyze the information for 
substantive changes or trends over time.  Based on this temporal review, the District 
would make a determination for each site as to whether the Loup and lower Platte River’s 
morphology is in dynamic equilibrium or transitioning to other forms (i.e., states of 
aggradation or degradation).  USGS morphology information would be reviewed to 
confirm the finding.  
 
 Study Issues 
 
 In its July 1, 2009, filing commenting on the proposed study plan, the FWS stated 
that in its view, the USGS’ cross-sectional data that would be used for Tasks 3 and 4 
would not adequately represent the geomorphic indices of the Loup and Platte Rivers, 
because the USGS gages are located near bridge crossings which are relatively narrow 
and constricted as compared to the prevailing river morphology which is wide and 
unrestricted.  The FWS also added that the nearest proposed study site on the lower Platte 
River (i.e., USGS gage site at North Bend) is too far downstream (about 30 miles) to 
capture project effects on stream morphology closer to the tailrace canal.  The FWS, 
therefore, recommended that the District obtain additional cross-sectional information 
and calculate effective discharges and total sediment transported for the following sites:4  
(1) Loup River upstream of the project’s diversion; (2) Loup River immediately 
downstream of the project diversion; (3) lower Platte River between the Loup River and 
the project tailrace canal confluences; (4) lower Platte River immediately downstream of 
the tailrace canal to river mile 96 (a distance of about 5 miles); and (5) lower Platte River 

                                                 
3 The Missouri River Basin Commission’s 1975 sediment budget shows that the 

cumulative sediment yield from the Loup River and its tributaries downstream of the 
project’s diversion to be 1,860,300 tons per year and from the project’s tailrace to be 
350,000 tons per year. 

4 The FWS did not specify the specific number of cross-sections to study at any of 
the sites. 
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near the USGS gage site at North Bend.  The FWS added that comparisons in the 
geomorphic indices should be made between and among the sites. 
 
 In its revised study plan, the District responded that a characterization of stream 
morphology cannot be done with one or several cross-sections measured over a 1- to 2-
year period but that multiple cross-sections at the same location taken over many years, 
like at the USGS gage sites, are needed in order to provide meaningful stream 
morphology information.  The District added that the existing cross-sections for the 
USGS gage sites have been used multiple times by other unspecified entities for 
establishing aggradation/degradation trends in the lower Platte River upstream of the 
Elkhorn River confluence, and therefore, considers the USGS gage sites to be suitable for 
characterization stream morphology. 
 
 In its comments on the revised study plan, FWS reiterated its former concerns and 
added that field measurements of cross-sections of the aforementioned sites should be 
done in place of using cross-sectional rating curve data recorded at the USGS gage sites.  
The FWS also noted that the USGS cross-sectional data were only taken at points along 
the cross-sections that were inundated at the time of the measurements, and therefore, did 
not account for the geomorphic characteristics of above-water channel components (i.e., 
sand bars) important to federally listed interior least terns and plovers. 
 
 Conclusions 
 
 As noted above, Objective 2 is simply to characterize stream morphology in the 
Loup River bypassed reach and in the lower Platte River through a determination on 
whether the rivers at multiple locations are in a braided condition at dynamic equilibrium 
or are in varying states of transition to aggrading or degrading, non-braided channel 
forms.  As to the FWS’ issue that the USGS cross-sectional data were only taken at 
points that were inundated, we don’t see how this is relevant to the characterization of 
stream morphology in the manner proposed by the District, which relies on a review of 
hydraulic data and calculations. 
 
 As to the issue of the use of USGS gage sites at or near bridges, in an evaluation 
of the effects of bridges on water depths, velocities, and fish habitats for median- and 
low-flow conditions, Ginting and Zelt (2008) concluded that cross-sectional 
measurements made near bridges can be used as a “primary data set in hydraulic-habitat 
study, before embarking on a more spatially intensive but costly program of streamflow-
depth and –velocity data collection.”  Our interpretation of the Ginting and Zelt (2008) 
report, including a review of the aerial photographs of the near-bridge and adjacent 
beyond-bridge sites provided in the report, is that near-bridge sites provide a reasonable 
representation of beyond-bridge sites for purposes of evaluating the potential effects of 
environmental stressors (like project operations or bridge piers) on flow and geomorphic 
conditions.  We, therefore, see no reason to adopt FWS’ recommendation for the District 
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to dispense with the proposed USGS gage sites in favor of beyond-bridge sites where the 
District would have to synthesize a flow record and obtain on-site field measurements of 
geomorphic indices. 
 
 In regard to FWS’ recommendation that the District survey a point on the Loup 
River upstream of the project’s diversion dam as part of the Objective 2 methodology, we 
note that the District already proposes to do this, and therefore, no action is required on 
our part (see revised study plan at 1-18). 
 
 In regard to the FWS’ recommendation that the District survey a point on the Loup 
River downstream of the diversion dam and the lower Platte River downstream of the 
project at North Bend in lieu of using information from the USGS gages in these reaches, 
as noted above, we see no reason to dismiss historic data obtained at the USGS gages in 
favor of nearby sites where the District would have to synthesize flow information and 
survey geomorphic conditions. 
 
 In regard to the FWS’ issue that the North Bend gage site located about 30 miles 
downstream of the project would not reliably represent the lower Platte River 
immediately downstream of the project’s tailrace for purposes of assessing potential 
project effects, we agree.  Annual sediment yield from the project’s tailrace is about 10 
percent of that which enters the canal from the Loup River;5 therefore, flow in the tailrace 
is relatively depleted of sediment.  The sediment-depleted tailrace flow (i.e., the relatively 
clear flow) has the capacity to mobilize sediment in the lower Platte River, with the most 
pronounced effect likely occurring immediately downstream of the tailrace canal 
confluence and a reduction in effect as the flow and its increasing sediment load 
progresses downstream toward North Bend.  This effect could result in the river 
morphology in proximity to the tailrace being much different from that further 
downstream at North Bend.  We, therefore, find that there is a need to survey at least one 
cross-section on the lower Platte River within the first 5 miles downstream of the project 
tailrace canal confluence so that we can adequately assess the effects of project 
operations, in terms of sediment removal, on the lower Platte River where any effects 
would likely be most pronounced. 
 
 Similarly, we agree with the FWS that a cross-section is needed for the lower 
Platte River between the Loup River and tailrace canal confluences (a distance of about 2 
miles).  This reach is part of the project’s bypassed reach.  Flow and sediment transport to 
this reach comes from both the Platte and Loup Rivers upstream; therefore, neither the 

                                                 
5 From figure 5-13 of the PAD, 1.9 million tons per year are removed from the 

settling basin and 0.70 million tons per year continues down the Loup Canal for a total 
sediment yield of 2.6 million tons per year from the Loup River.  This compares to an 
annual sediment yield from the tailrace canal of 0.35 million tons per year. 
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Loup nor upstream Platte River USGS gage sites would reasonably represent channel 
morphology in the Platte River portion of the bypassed reach. 
 
 We are unmoved by the District’s argument that meaningful information could not 
be obtained through an analysis of cross-sectional surveys taken on the lower Platte River 
upstream and downstream of the tailrace canal confluence.  Although we agree with the 
District that channel morphologic characteristics based on comparisons of effective 
discharges between time periods (i.e., a temporal analysis) can not effectively be done for 
these additional sites, a spatial analysis at a single point in time can be performed for 
these and all of the other sites to determine if project operations, relative to sediment 
removal, affects channel morphology and to what extent based on proximity to the 
project’s diversion and to the project’s tailrace canal.  We see no reason why such an 
analysis could not be done meaningfully given that a very similar spatial analysis of 
cross-sectional data taken at a single point in time at both USGS and non-USGS sites was 
successfully done by Ginting and Zelt (2008) for representative low flow and median 
flow conditions.  The Ginting and Zelt (2008) study was conducted, in part, to document 
the effects of a potential stressor (i.e., presence of bridge piers) at successively greater 
distances away from its source. 
 
 Ginting and Zelt (2008) were able to survey bed elevations, water-surface 
elevations, and streamflow velocities at five cross-sections on the lower Platte River near 
North Bend over a 3-day period, or an average of about two cross-sections per day.  
Therefore, the District should be able to survey the additional cross-sections on the lower 
Platte River at about the same rate, which we find to be a small amount of additional 
effort relative to the proposed scope of the study. 
 
 For the above reasons, we conclude that in addition to synthesizing a flow record 
and surveying cross-sections on the Loup River upstream of the diversion dam, the 
District shall also synthesize a flow record for and survey at least one cross-section in the 
lower Platte River between the Loup River and tailrace canal confluences and at least one 
for the lower Platte River within 5 miles downstream of the tailrace canal.  Because this 
analysis will be used to assess any project-induced sedimentation effects on interior least 
tern and piping plover nesting and pallid sturgeon habitat, the District shall, to the extent 
possible, survey the cross-sections in the late spring to early summer period (i.e., mid-
May to mid-June) to coincide with the beginning of the interior least tern and piping 
plover nesting period.  This time period would also coincide with the presumed pallid 
sturgeon spawning period (NGPC 2008a). 
 
 At all sites (USGS gage and non-USGS gage sites), the District shall compare the 
capacity of the flows for total bed material transport to the sediment budget updated 
under Task 2 and make a determination as to whether the rivers at the sites are currently 
in dynamic equilibrium (i.e., the capacity for total bed material transport is equal or about 
equal to the sediment yield estimate for the site), degrading state (i.e., the capacity for 
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total bed material transport exceeds the site’s sediment yield estimate), or aggraded state 
(i.e., the sediment yield estimate exceeds capacity for total bed material transport). 
 
 Using the findings on the current state of river morphology at each site, the 
District shall make longitudinal (spatial) comparisons of all sites on the Loup and lower 
Platte Rivers starting at the most upstream site on each river, and progressing 
downstream.  In performing this spatial analysis, the District shall ensure that it uses 
cross-sectional geomorphic data from the USGS gage sites that are reasonably 
comparable to the cross-sectional geomorphic data taken at the non-USGS sites (i.e., the 
data taken at both USGS gage and non-USGS gage sites shall be obtained as close in time 
as possible). 
 
 We note on page 1-22 of the revised study plan, the District proposes that the 
analyses in Tasks 3 and 4 will be performed for alternative conditions if it is determined 
that either the Loup or Platte Rivers are not in dynamic equilibrium, and the results will 
be compared to the results from the current condition analyses.  The District shall 
perform the same alternatives analyses for the current condition spatial determination 
required above with the modification that the determination as to river state shall be done 
for each river reach (as represented by each study site) rather than for the rivers as a 
whole.  
 
 Objective 3 – Determining relationship between sediment transport and interior 
 least Tern and piping plover nest counts and fledge success 
 
 Methodology 
 
 Under this objective, the District would conduct a Task 5 in which they would 
review the results of Tasks 3 and 4 to determine whether the project is affecting the 
morphology in the lower Platte River.  If the analysis shows that the project is affecting 
the morphology of the lower Platte River, then the District would determine the 
magnitude of the effect using the information acquired under Task 4.  In addition, the 
District would plot available interior least tern and piping plover annual nesting count 
and productivity data versus effective discharge and versus total sediment transported for 
both wet and dry cycles.  The District would conduct a regression analysis of the plotted 
parameters and examine the plots for trends to detect if a relationship can be established 
between the sediment transport indicators (i.e., effective discharge and total sediment 
transported) and bird nesting or productivity. 
 
 Study Issues 
 
 No one commented on the Objective 3 methodology as presented in the revised 
study plan. 
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 Conclusions 
 
 We have modified Task 4 under Objective 2 to require that the District survey at 
least two additional cross-sections on the lower Platte River and include these additional 
sites as part of a spatial analysis of project effects on channel morphology.  Accordingly, 
Task 5 is modified such that in the review of the results of Tasks 3 and 4 in determining 
whether the project is affecting morphology in the lower Platte River and whether 
additional analysis on interior least tern and piping plover should be performed, the 
District shall include the additional cross-sections and associated longitudinal analysis. 
 
 Objective 4 – Determining if sediment transport limits pallid sturgeon habitat 
 
 Methodology 
 
 Under this objective, the District would conduct a Task 6 in which they would 
review the results of Tasks 3 and 4 to determine whether the project is affecting the 
morphology in the lower Platte River downstream of the Elkhorn River confluence.  If 
the analysis shows that the project is affecting the morphology of the lower Platte River 
downstream of the Elkhorn River confluence, then the District would determine the 
magnitude of the effect using the information acquired under Task 4.  Additionally, the 
existing state of the Platte River below the Elkhorn River in terms of sediment transport 
and braided river morphology would be qualitatively compared to pallid sturgeon habitat 
characteristics of other rivers as cited in the literature to determine if changes in project 
operations relative to sediment transport could affect sturgeon use of the lower Platte 
River.  If the differentiating factor is braided river morphology (i.e., if a qualitative 
review of the literature shows that sturgeon use requires a braided river morphology and 
the lower Platte River is shown to be transitioning away from that morphology), then the 
District would analyze alternative project operations to determine whether the project 
could restore a braided river morphology to the lower Platte River. 
 
 Study Issues 
 
 In it comments on the proposed study plan, FWS suggested eliminating this 
objective, because in its view, the District would have difficulty segregating project 
sediment supply effects from other factors.  In it response, the District declined to 
eliminate the objective from its sediment study plan, because in its view, the objective is 
a viable means of qualitatively assessing the potential for the project to affect pallid 
sturgeon habitat.  The District adds that this qualitative comparison would only take place 
if it were shown the project is affecting stream channel morphology of the lower Platte 
River downstream of the Elkhorn River confluence.  In its comments on the revised study 
plan, FWS did not specifically respond to the District. 
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 Conclusions 
 
 We agree with the District that the study has value in that it would help us to 
determine whether project operations related to sediment removal (and any associated 
effects on site morphology such as a degraded condition) would be adversely affecting 
pallid sturgeon use of the study reaches within the lower Platte River. 
 
 We note that pallid sturgeon habitat occurs on the lower Platte River upstream of 
the Elkhorn River confluence to as far as Columbus, NE, and historically, pallid sturgeon 
likely used this habitat (NGPC 2008a).  Therefore, the District shall expand the 
geographic scope of Objective 4, including the study methodology, to include all required 
USGS gage and non-USGS gage study sites on the lower Platte River upstream of the 
Elkhorn River confluence with the exception of the USGS gage site at Duncan, NE 
(upstream of Columbus). 
 
 As noted above under Objective 3 – Conclusions, we have modified Task 4 under 
Objective 2 to require that the District survey at least two additional cross-sections on the 
lower Platte River and include these additional sites as part of a spatial analysis of project 
effects on channel morphology.  Accordingly, Task 6 is modified such that in the review 
of the results of Tasks 3 and 4 in determining whether the project is affecting morphology 
in the lower Platte River and whether additional analysis on sturgeon should be 
performed, the District shall include the additional cross-sections and associated 
longitudinal analysis. 
 
Study No. 2 – Hydrocycling 
 
 In the revised study plan, the District proposes to evaluate the effects of 
hydrocycling on interior least terns, piping plovers, and pallid sturgeon by : (1) 
comparing sub-daily hydrocycling operation values (maximum and minimum flow and 
stage) to daily values (mean flow and stage), over periods of weeks, months, and specific 
seasons of interest to protected species; (2) determining potential for nest inundation due 
to hydrocycling and from any alternative conditions; (3) assessing effects on sediment 
transport parameters (primarily through Study 1); and (4) identifying material differences 
in potential effects on habitat of the interior least tern, piping plover, and pallid sturgeon.  
 
 Methodology 
 
 Under objective 4, the District would conduct a literature review of 
hydrocycling/pulsing effects on interior least tern, piping plover, and pallid sturgeon 
habitat, such as backwaters and side channels, on other river systems and compare the 
conditions on those systems with that on the lower Platte River as influenced by project 
operations to determine if project operations contribute to habitat conditions outside the 
spectrum of habitat used by these species on the other river systems.  The comparative 
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analysis would identify whether there are differences or similarities between project 
operations and hydrocycling/pulsing operations on these other rivers to see if habitat 
characteristics or species usage that result from their respective operations are similar or 
different and if so, why.  If differences are noted that would adversely affect interior least 
tern and piping plover habitat on the lower Platte river below the project tailrace and on 
the pallid sturgeon on the lower Platte River below Elkhorn, the District would determine 
whether these limitations are the result of project hydrocycling or other factors.  If they 
are the result of hydrocycling the District would examine alternative conditions to 
determine if any of these limitations could be reduced. 
 
 Study Issues 
 
 In its comments on the revised study plan, the FWS recommends that the literature 
review be supplemented by including the following study sites on the lower Platte River 
under Objective 4: (1) the 2-mile reach between the Loup River and tailrace canal 
confluences; (2) immediately downstream of the tailrace canal confluence; (3) near the 
North Bend USGS gage; (4) near the Leshara USGS gage; and (5) near the Louisville 
USGS gage.  Collected data would include:  (1) intra-day project hydrocycling effects on 
fish habitat (in terms of preferred depths and velocities); (2) longitudinal effects of 
hydrocycling  to fish habitat from upstream to downstream; (3) intra-day project 
hydrocycling effects on interior least tern and piping plover suitability criteria; and (4) 
longitudinal effects of project hydrocycling on sandbar erosion as the hydrocycling 
attenuates downstream.  The FWS notes that the specific methods are referenced in their 
comments on the proposed study plan.  In the proposed study plan, the FWS states that 
the methodology should be “similar to that of the Platte River Recovery Implementation 
Program’s stage change study (HDR 2008).”  Specific habitat parameters to be sampled 
would include:  (1) flow quantity; (2) depth; (3) velocity; (4) sandbar elevation; and (5) 
bed forms. 
 
 Conclusions 
 
 We have reviewed the HDR (2008) study and note that the methodology to be 
utilized involves one- and two-dimensional modeling of depths and velocities, and based 
on this information, predictions of resulting “bedforms.”  The modeled depths, velocities, 
and bedforms would be used to identify and quantify habitat types, presumably at river 
flows of interest. 
 
 A similar, albeit less intensive, flow versus habitat study for shortnose and pallid 
sturgeon has already been conducted on the lower Platte River (Peters and Parham 2008).  
In addition, the District notes that the Platte River Recovery Implementation Program 
(Program) is currently studying the effects of Platte River stage changes on pallid 
sturgeon habitat downstream of the Elkhorn River confluence and that the Program 
should complete the study by December 2009.  The District proposes to use the results of 
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the Program’s study to assist in their hydrocycling effects analysis.  For these reasons, we 
see no need to require the District to conduct additional field work in order to establish 
flow versus pallid sturgeon habitat relationships for the lower Platte River either 
upstream or downstream of the Elkhorn River confluence. 
 
 However, pallid sturgeon habitat occurs on the lower Platte River upstream of the 
Elkhorn River confluence to as far as Columbus, NE, and that historically, pallid sturgeon 
likely used this habitat (NGPC 2008a).  Therefore, the District shall expand the 
geographic scope of the hydrocycling study for pallid sturgeon, including the associated 
study methodology, upstream to also include the reach bounded by the Elkhorn River and 
tailrace canal confluences. 
 
 Any effects of hydrocycling on pallid sturgeon habitat would likely be most 
pronounced immediately downstream of the tailrace canal confluence.  As part of the 
hydrocycling study, the District proposes to develop synthetic hydrographs under existing 
and alternative operating conditions for the Platte River downstream of the tailrace canal.  
The District is vague as to the specific locations of the downstream sites.  To ensure that 
hydrocycling effects on Platte River aquatic resources, including pallid sturgeon habitat, 
are adequately addressed, the District shall include a point on the lower Platte River 
within 5 miles downstream of the tailrace canal confluence in their preparation of 
synthetic hydrographs. 
 
 The District also proposes to plot synthetic hydrographs for each study site for 
periods of weeks, months, and specific seasons of interest to the federally listed species.  
The District proposes to review the results of this analysis “in the context of the life 
requisites of the pallid sturgeon and its use of the lower Platte River below the confluence 
of the Elkhorn River.” 
 
 We have concerns with the scope of the analysis and with the District’s vagueness 
in describing exactly what will be measured or compared in terms of project operational 
effects on pallid sturgeon habitat or “life requisites. ”  Therefore, as noted above, we’re 
expanding the scope to include as part of the analysis, the lower Platte River reach 
between the tailrace canal and Elkhorn River confluences.  In addition, to ensure that we 
have the information that we need to assess project hydrocycling effects on pallid 
sturgeon habitat, the District shall, at a minimum, for one representative low, normal, and 
high flow year, tabulate and plot:  (1) the minimum daily percent suitable pallid sturgeon 
habitat under existing operations; (2) the maximum daily percent suitable sturgeon 
habitat under existing operations; and (3) mean daily percent suitable sturgeon habitat 
that would be observed if the project would continuously pass inflows through the 
project’s canal system with no storage in either of the project reservoirs (run-of-river 
operations).   In quantifying the percent suitable sturgeon habitat, the District shall use 
the discharge versus percent suitable pallid sturgeon habitat relationship established and 
presented in Chapter 10 of Peters and Parham (2008).  This analysis should be done at the 
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required site within 5 miles downstream of the tailrace confluence as well as the 
downstream Platte River USGS gage sites identified in section 3.2 of Study 2.0 – 
Hydrocycling. 
 
 With regard to the interior least tern and piping plover, the FWS recommends 
supplementing the proposed literature review in objective 4 with additional data to assess 
the longitudinal effects of hydrocycling on interior least tern and piping plover nesting 
habitat suitability and sandbar erosion.  The FWS recommends that the District quantify 
habitat changes important to nesting interior least terns and piping plovers—area of bare 
sand per unit area; size distribution of sandbars; and position of sandbars6 (i.e., point bars 
or mid-channel bars)—within the following river reaches with documented interior least 
tern and piping plover nesting history:  (a) the Platte River below the Loup River 
confluence and above the project tailrace; (b) immediately downstream of the project 
tailrace; (c) near the USGS North Bend, (d) near the USGS Leshara stream gage; and (e) 
near the USGS Louisville stream gage.  The FWS recommends that the District collect 
the above information by obtaining stream cross-section data and analyzing the data with 
methods similar to those described in HDR (2008).  The District asserts that the methods 
would show erosion rates downstream, but they would not assess effects of project 
hydrocycling or alternative conditions on tern and piping plover sandbar habitat 
characteristics because the methods could not distinguish between project effects and 
natural erosive properties of this highly dynamic system.   
 
 We disagree with the District.  In order to assess the effects of hydrocycling on 
interior least tern and piping plover nesting habitats, we need a means to compare 
differences in alternative operations.  The District’s proposed literature review would not 
provide an adequate means to achieve this objective.  Modeling is the only means of 
effectively measuring the effects of existing operations and any operational changes on 
interior least tern and piping plover habitat, short of measuring differences in sandbar 
habitat characteristics under different actual operational scenarios.  
 
 Therefore, the District shall conduct a modeling study of the effects of 
hydrocycling on interior least tern and piping plover nesting habitat using the HEC-RAS 
1D steady state back-water model and associated methodology for model calibration 
specified in HDR (2008).  The District shall select a representative study site, in 
consultation with the FWS and Nebraska Game and Parks Commission (Nebraska GPC), 
in the following reaches:  (a) in the Plate River below the Loup River confluence and 
above the project tailrace, (b) within five miles downstream of the project tailrace, and (c) 

                                                 
6 The FWS also identified depth and velocity as important parameters of interior 

least tern and piping plover nesting suitability.  While depth and velocity influence sand 
bar erosion, these parameters do not represent habitat characteristics used by or selected 
by these species.  We assume that the FWS was also considering habitat characteristics 
important to pallid sturgeon. 
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near the USGS North Bend gage station.  The selected study site would preferably 
include areas where interior least terns and piping plovers have historically nested.  Data 
collected shall include flow quantity, depth, velocity, sandbar elevation, and bed form 
(HDR 2008).  Cross-sectional measurements to calibrate the model should be done 
immediately prior to the nesting season (first week in May) and again at the end of the 
nesting period (first week in August).  The length of each cross-sectional measurement 
should be of sufficient length to capture the full range of flow (based on historical records 
for the area) expected at the each study site.  The District shall photo document the cross-
sections.  After calibration, the model shall be run to model existing operations and run-
of-river operations and any other operational alternative identified by the District.  Each 
model run should be conducted for a normal, dry and wet year. 
 
 We are not requiring the additional sites recommended by the FWS at this time 
because any project effects would be most pronounced near the project tailrace.  In 
addition, HDR (2008) is conducting similar efforts near Louisville which would help 
capture any attenuating flow effects.  If modeling indicates that project hydrocycling is 
causing extreme effects further downstream than the North Bend gage site, then 
additional sampling may be required in year 2. 
 
 We estimate that the additional effort would add $150,000 to the study’s cost, but 
is necessary because the District’s proposed methods would not provide sufficient 
information for the Commission’s environmental analysis or section 7 Endangered 
Species Act consultation with the FWS. 
 
Study No. 4 – Water Temperature Study for the Loup River Bypassed Reach 
 
 Methodology 
 
 The District proposes to coordinate with the USGS and install and operate water 
temperature sensors and recording devices from May 1 through September 30, 2010, on 
the Loup River bypassed reach at Genoa and the Loup River immediately upstream of the 
project diversion.  The water temperature data will be analyzed to assess whether and to 
what extent diversion of water away from the bypassed reach causes any exceedance of 
Nebraska’s 90-degree Fahrenheit water temperature standards. 
 
 In order to address some early stakeholder concerns about the effects of Beaver 
Creek tributary inflow to the bypassed reach downstream of the water temperature 
sensor, the District proposes to record water temperatures for about 7 to 10 days in the 
bypassed reach downstream at Columbus, NE, to confirm the underlying study 
assumption that the bypassed reach at Genoa would likely have the highest water 
temperatures in the bypassed reach due to limited flows. 
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 Study Issues 
 
 In its comments on the proposed study plan, the FWS noted that the lower Platte 
River downstream of the Loup River confluence to the tailrace canal is also part of the 
project’s total bypassed reach, and therefore, flow diversions could potentially cause 
violations of the water temperature standard in the lower Platte River reach as well.  The 
FWS, therefore, recommended that additional water temperature sensors be installed in 
the Loup River downstream of the Beaver Creek confluence and the Platte River between 
the Loup River confluence and the tailrace canal. 
 
 In the revised study plan, the District responded that they modified the study plan 
to include water temperature monitoring for a 7- to 10-day period in the Loup River 
downstream of the Beaver Creek confluence to test the underlying assumption of the 
study that the bypassed reach upstream of Beaver Creek is likely to have the highest 
water temperatures due to having the lowest flows (i.e., no increases in water temperature 
would likely be observed downstream of the Beaver Creek confluence).  The District also 
noted that it was not adopting the recommendation to record water temperature in the 
lower Platte River because: 
 
“…if water temperature in the Loup River bypass reach is consistently below the state 
standard, then temperatures above the state standard occurring in the Platte River would 
likely be due to non-Project related effects from other inputs such as the Platte River 
upstream of the confluence with the Loup River or the Columbus wastewater treatment 
plant outfall.” 
 
 In its comments on the revised study plan, FWS notes that “the Loup River at 
Columbus study site adequately serves to monitor water temperatures below the Beaver 
Creek confluence.”  Therefore, we see this particular issue has having been resolved.  
However, the FWS also notes that they do not agree with the District’s reasoning for not 
monitoring water temperature in the lower Platte River portion of the bypassed reach, 
because the lower Platte River bypassed reach is a separate, distinct portion of bypassed 
reach given that it is influenced by flows from the Platte River upstream of the Loup 
River confluence. 
 
 Conclusions 
 
 Although we agree that other inputs could be the cause of any water temperature 
standard exceedances in the lower Platte River bypassed reach, we can not rule out the 
project’s cumulative contribution to any exceedances.  Therefore, we can not agree with 
the District’s unsupported assumption that the project bypassed reach near the diversion 
dam is likely to have a higher water temperature than the lower Platte River bypassed 
reach, similar to the assumption described above regarding the Loup River bypassed 
reach downstream of the Beaver Creek confluence. 
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 For this reason, the District shall also monitor water temperatures in the lower 
Platte River bypassed reach at Columbus over the same 7- to 10-day period proposed for 
the Loup River bypassed reach at Columbus.  Similar to the District’s proposal for the 
Loup River bypassed reach at Columbus (revised study plan at 4-8), if the monitoring 
shows that the lower Platte River water temperature at Columbus is substantially higher 
than in the Loup River bypassed reach at Genoa, then the District shall conduct additional 
water temperature monitoring in the lower Platte River bypassed reach for use in 
developing relationships between flow diversions, Platte River bypassed reach water 
temperatures, and ambient weather conditions at Columbus. 
 
 The results of water temperature monitoring in the Loup River bypassed reach and 
Platte River bypassed reach at Columbus along with all analyses shall be presented in the 
Initial Study Report. 
 
Study No. 5 – Flow Depletion and Flow Diversion 
 
 The District proposes to conduct a flow depletion and flow diversion study that 
has the following objectives:  (1) determine the net consumptive losses associated with 
project operations compared to alternative conditions; (2) using current and historic 
USGS gage rating curves, evaluate stage changes in the Loup River bypassed reach 
during project operations and compare against alternative hydrographs; (3) evaluate 
historic flow trends on the Loup and Platte Rivers since project inception; (4) determine 
the extent of interior least tern and piping plover nesting on the Loup River above and 
below the diversion weir; (5) determine project effects, if any, of consumptive use on 
fisheries and habitat on the lower Platte River downstream of the tailrace canal; and (6) 
determine the relative significance of the Loup River bypassed reach to the overall 
fishery habitat for the Loup River.   The FWS commented on tasks associated with 
Objectives 1 and 4. 
 
 Objective 1 – Determining net consumptive losses associated with project 
 operations 
 
 Methodology 
 
 Under this objective, the District would calculate monthly and seasonal net 
consumptive use for the years 1980 through 2009 for the Loup power canal and the Loup 
River bypassed reach for current project operations and for alternative conditions.  
Consumptive use in the power canal and associated regulating reservoirs would be 
calculated on a monthly and seasonal basis by adding evapotranspiration (ET) losses 
from agricultural crop irrigation and evaporation losses from surface waters.  Evaporative 
losses would be based on total surface area exposed to the atmosphere and the 
relationship of the lakes to pan evaporation data collected from the National Weather 
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Service.  Likewise, consumptive uses in the Loup River bypassed reach would be 
calculated by adding ET losses and evaporation.  ET losses would be based on the length 
of riparian vegetation bordering the Loup River bypass.  Evaporation would be estimated 
by using the surface area and evaporation data from the National Weather Service.  The 
surface area of the bypassed reach would be calculated from the channel cross section top 
width and distance between USGS gages.   Net consumptive use would be estimated by 
taking the differences between the consumptive use losses in the power canal and 
regulating reservoirs and the consumptive use losses in the Loup River bypassed reach. 
 
 Study Issues 
 
 The FWS states that if the Commission considers irrigation diversions from the 
power canal and diversions into the Lost Creek siphon as discretionary project actions 
subject to review in the relicensing process, then net consumptive losses of these 
diversions should be evaluated.  The District asserts that irrigation diversions are water 
rights issued by the Nebraska DNR outside of the project; therefore, they must be 
maintained.  The District also argues that consumptive use from irrigation diversions 
would be present and identical regardless of modifications to project operations.  
Therefore, consumptive use from irrigation diversions should not be required as part of 
the review process.  Likewise, diversions into the Lost Creek siphon are required to keep 
the siphon open for local drainage and would be required under any project operating 
scenario, and thus would not be discretionary and subject to license review. 
 
 Conclusions 
 
 We have determined that project retirement is not a reasonable alternative that 
would be considered in our environmental analysis (see Scoping Document 2 issued 
March 27, 2009), thus irrigation diversions from the project canal would continue as they 
have historically.  Nonetheless, understanding the various inputs and depletions to the 
project system would improve our analysis of how changes in project operations may 
influence irrigation withdrawals and maintenance of the Lost Creek siphon.  Therefore, 
the District shall provide an accounting of the 78 irrigation water withdrawal points along 
the length of the power canal, their associated water rights, and mean annual withdrawal 
(acre-feet) and monthly average withdrawal rate (cfs) based on the District’s files of 
irrigator meter records and shall include these consumptive uses in calculating the net 
consumptive use at the project.  As to flows discharged to maintain the Lost Creek 
siphon, the District shall provide an estimate of the timing and consumptive losses, if 
any, associated with these events. 
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 Objective 4 – Determining the extent of interior least tern and piping plover 
 nesting on the Loup River above and below the diversion weir. 
 
 Methodology 
 
 Under this objective, the District would compare historical nesting occurrences 
from above the diversion to nesting occurrences from below the diversion weir to the 
Loup River confluence.  If no significant difference in nesting occurrences exists, the 
District would conclude that project operations are not affecting stage in the Loup River 
bypassed reach.  The conclusion would assume natural nesting conditions above and 
below the diversion weir are similar.  If significant differences in occurrence are found, 
then the District would examine aerial images of the riparian corridor five to ten miles 
upstream and downstream of the diversion weir to identify and compare interior least tern 
and piping plover nesting parameters (number, position, and average size of bare sand 
areas within the banks of the river; channel width; percent un-vegetated sandbars; percent 
vegetated sandbars (isolated and non-isolated); and presence and/or type of vegetation).  
The District would use the same methods used by Kirsch (1996) to characterize and 
quantify interior least tern nesting habitat on the lower Platte River.  The observed 
conditions for each year for these nesting parameters would be compared to determine 
what extent flow diversion and the presence of the weir may result in different river and 
riparian vegetation conditions.  Observed conditions would also be compared to nesting 
requirements to determine if any changes in the riparian corridor may have had an effect 
on the occurrence of the species.  These habitat parameters would then be compared to 
the habitat associated with the alternative conditions to determine if any of the alternative 
conditions would result in improvements to the habitat parameters. 
 
 Study Issues 
 
 The FWS recommends that the District supplement its study by comparing interior 
least tern and piping plover suitability nesting criteria and whooping crane roosting 
criteria (area of bare sand per unit area, size distribution of sandbars, position of sandbars 
[i.e., point bars or mid-channel bars], depth and velocity; wetted width; and unobstructed 
width) across different stream flows.  To accomplish this, the FWS recommends that the 
District take cross-sectional measurements at study sites in the following reaches:  a) the 
Loup River upstream of the diversion weir; b) the Loup River downstream of the 
diversion weir; and the c) the Platte River below the Loup River confluence and above 
the project tailrace. The FWS supports the use of aerial photo interpretation to document 
land cover changes over time to show long-term, large-scale changes in active channel 
area, but asserts that the proposed methods would not allow the development of a direct 
relationship between flow and nesting and roosting suitability criteria.  The FWS 
recommends that cross-sectional data be gathered when flows exceed the minimum 
bypass flow of 50 to 75 cfs to test the effects of different project bypass alternatives on 
species’ suitability criteria. 
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 The District opposes including an assessment of flow-related roosting habitat 
suitability for the whooping crane in the study because the whooping crane is not likely 
to occur in the project area due to its migration corridor being well removed from the 
project.  The District also asserts that its indirect assessment of project effects on interior 
least tern and piping plover habitat is sufficient for the Commission’s environmental 
analysis and section ESA consultation. 
 
 Conclusions 
 
 Although the primary whooping crane migration corridor is located about 35 miles 
west of the diversion works, the project is located within a much larger historical 
migration corridor and historical sightings have been made much closer to the project (3 
miles west).  Therefore, it is not unreasonable to consider whooping crane roosting 
habitat needs in the Commission’s assessment of environmental effects.  Therefore, the 
District’s study plan is modified to include the whooping crane’s roosting habitat criteria.  
The principal difference between the habitat requirements that the FWS is requesting is 
wetted width and unobstructed width.  This should not add considerably to the District’s 
study effort. 
 
 As discussed earlier for Hydrocycling (Study 2.0), we are not persuaded by the 
District’s assertion that an indirect measurement of habitat will provide an adequate 
means to assess project effects on interior least tern, piping plover, and whooping crane 
habitat and alternatives to project operations.  Therefore, the District shall supplement its 
analysis by conducting a modeling study of the effects of diverted flows on interior least 
tern and piping plover nesting habitat and whooping crane roosting habitat using the 
HEC-RAS 1D steady state backwater model and associated methodology for model 
calibration specified in HDR (2008).  The District shall select a representative study site, 
in consultation with the FWS and Nebraska GPC, in the reaches identified above by the 
FWS.  Data collected shall include flow quantity, depth, velocity, sandbar elevation, and 
bed form (HDR 2008).  Cross-sectional measurements to calibrate the model shall be 
done during low flow conditions (50 to 75 cfs) and at a higher flow, selected in 
consultation with the FWS and Nebraska GPC.  The length of each cross-sectional 
measurement should be of sufficient length to capture the full range of flow (based on 
historical records for the area) expected at the each study site.  The District shall photo 
document the cross-sections.  After calibration, the model shall be run to model existing 
operations and without the project diverting any flow and any other flow diversion 
alternative identified by the District.  Each model run should be conducted for a normal, 
dry and wet year. 
 
 We estimate that the additional effort would increase the cost of the study by 
$60,000, but the costs are necessary to ensure we have sufficient information for our 
environmental analysis and consult with the FWS under the ESA.  Some economies of 
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scale would be attained because cross-sections for the Loup River bypass above the 
tailrace are also being done for the hydrocycling study.  
 
 Objective 6 – Determining the relative significance of the Loup River bypassed 
 reach to the overall Loup River fishery 
 
 Methodology 
 
 Under Objective 6 of this study, the District would review NGPC fish sampling 
results for areas upstream and downstream of the project’s diversion dam and evaluate 
whether significant differences exist between upstream and downstream with regard to 
species diversity and species richness.  Using the flow duration and flood frequency 
curves developed under Objective 2, Task 3 of this study, the District would calculate the 
ability of fish to migrate upstream of the project’s diversion during high flows when the 
diversion is submerged and the sluice gates are in the open position. 
 
 Study Issues 
 
 In its comments on the proposed study plan, FWS recommended generally and 
without much elaboration that the District should provide a direct comparison between 
stream flow in the bypassed reach and fish habitat suitability criteria for the current 
condition and action alternatives.7   The District responds that a flow versus habitat study 
for the bypassed reach would have limited value because stream morphology on a 
braided river is dynamic, and therefore, a flow versus habitat relationship would only be 
valid for a short time, and possibly only for a few days or a week at most. 
 
 We agree with the District that due to the variability of the stream morphology 
inherent to the sandy, braided nature of the Loup and lower Platte Rivers, a flow versus 
habitat study with direct measurements of depths and velocities like the Physical Habitat 
Simulation System (PHABSIM) commonly used for the Instream Flow Incremental 
Methodology (IFIM) would be of little value.  However, we agree with FWS that we 
need information to allow us to address project flow diversion effects on fish and their 
habitats in the Loup and lower Platte River bypassed reaches. 
 
 The Montana Method (Tennant 1976) has been used in Nebraska, including 
various reaches on the Platte and Loup Rivers, in order to establish minimum instream 

                                                 
7 FWS also recommended that the District make a number of hydraulic 

measurements across a series of cross-sections in the lower Platte River downstream of 
the project’s bypassed reach.  Considering that the study proposal applies to the bypassed 
reach, it’s not clear what relevance the lower Platte River downstream of the project has 
to the project’s bypassed reach.  We, therefore, suspect that inclusion of this 
recommendation in the bypassed reach study was an oversight on the part of FWS. 
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flows.  Under the method, various percentages of mean annual flow are classified as to 
their value to fish, wildlife, recreation, or related environmental resources.  NGPC 
(2008b) used the following resource benefit characterizations for minimum flow releases 
at various percentages of mean annual flow: 
 
Flow Description April to September October to March 
Flushing/maximum flow 200 percent from 48 to 72 

hours 
 

Optimum flow range 60-100 percent 60-100 percent 
Outstanding habitat 60 percent 40 percent 
Excellent habitat 50 percent 30 percent 
Good habitat 40 percent 20 percent 
Fair or degraded habitat 30 percent 10 percent 
Poor or minimum habitat 10 percent 10 percent 
Severe degradation <10 percent <10 percent 
  
 Conclusions 
 
 In order to provide us with information necessary for us to assess the effects of 
project flow diversions on fisheries resources in the Loup and lower Platte River 
bypassed reaches, the District shall determine mean annual flows for the Loup River 
immediately upstream of the project diversion and lower Platte River immediately 
downstream of the Loup River confluence.  Based on the computed mean annual flows, 
the District shall compute the various percentages of mean annual flow in the table above 
to describe fish habitat in the Loup and lower Platte River bypassed reaches.  The District 
shall then compare actual mean monthly flows in the Loup and lower Platte River 
bypassed reaches under existing project operations to the table above to describe the 
existing state of the fishery resources.  The results of this analysis should be provided in 
the Initial Study Report. 
 
Study No. 8 – Recreation Use 
 
 Methodology 
 
 The District proposes to merge the Recreation Use Survey and the Creel Survey 
into a Recreation Use Study and to reduce the study period from 12 months to 6 months 
(May 1 through October 31).  The District plans to conduct surveys on four weekend 
days and six weekdays per month over the course of the study period (from May 1 to 
October 31, 2010), but only plans to include one summer holiday.  The District also 
proposes to expand the survey period, at the discretion of the Commission, if the 
Telephone Survey or the Recreation Use Study shows that significant recreational use 
occurs between November 1 and April 31. 
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 Study Issues 
 
 The District proposes to exclude the Loup Lands Wildlife Management Area 
(Loup Lands WMA) from the Recreation Use Study because the area is leased to the 
NGPC and the District states that the agency is responsible for the management of Loup 
Lands.  The District also proposes to exclude the 35-mile-long bypassed reach (Loup 
Power Canal) of the Loup River from the Recreation Use Study due to limited public 
access to the river across adjacent private lands and its ability to implement the study due 
to the limited access.  At the May 11, 2009, recreation resources study plan meeting, the 
National Park Service (NPS) stated that it supports the inclusion of the Loup River 
bypassed reach in the Recreation Use Study in order to gain a better understanding of 
regional recreation use and of potential project impacts on recreation within the bypassed 
reach. 
 
 Conclusions 
 
 Combining the recreation use and creel survey 
 
 We agree that merging the two surveys would yield some economies of scale and 
still allow the District to collect the data needed for our analysis.   
 
 Recreation use survey effort, study area, and sampling design 
 
 We tentatively agree that the District can reduce the length of the study period to 
May 1 through October 31 because this coincides with the time period when the majority 
of recreation use is expected at project facilities.  However, modifications to the survey 
effort will depend on the amount of recreation use that is identified as occurring outside 
of the suggested survey period through the telephone survey and recreation use survey.  
Thus, in order for the Commission to be able to determine if the survey period should be 
extended, the District shall provide an Interim General Recreation Use Report on or 
before September 15, 2010, and an Interim Telephone Survey Report on or before 
October 15, 2010. 
 
 The Loup Lands WMA are located within the project boundary and the current 
lease agreement includes a provision to provide public access to the land as well as to the 
Loup River from Tract G (330 acres south of the Loup River bypassed reach) and Tract H 
(145 acres north of the Loup River bypassed reach).  For the third parcel on the Loup 
Land WMA (Tract D, 10 acres), public access to the river is not specified in the lease.  
Wildlife viewing and hunting occur on the Loup Lands WMA.  Although NGPC is 
tasked with developing a general management plan for all three tracts as part of the lease 
agreement, we could not find such a plan.  Because no recreation user data is available 
for the Loup Lands WMA, these lands should be included in the Recreation Use Study so 
that user data would be available to inform future planning for and management of the 



P-1256-029 - 26 -

area.  Therefore, the District shall include the Loup Lands WMA in the Recreation Use 
Study. 
 
 With regard to studying the Loup River bypassed reach, the District stated at the 
January 13, 2009, scoping meeting that boating (by canoe and kayak) and fishing occur 
within the Loup River bypassed reach, but did not provide any recreational use data.  The 
public has access to the Loup River bypassed reach at several locations (Loup Lands 
WMA, Prairie Wolf WMA, George Syas WMA, Looking Glass Creek WMA, Highway 
81 bridge, Highway 39 bridge, Monroe Road bridge, and Pawnee Park in Columbus, 
Nebraska), most of which have been used previously for creel studies by NGPC. 
 
 We need to understand existing use of the Loup River bypass and how project 
diversions may be affecting recreational use for our environmental analysis.  The record 
does not contain sufficient data to complete our analysis.  Further, because there is no 
Commission-approved recreation plan for the project, the information collected for the 
Recreation Use Study would be useful in developing such a plan.  Therefore, the District 
shall include the Loup River bypass in the recreation use survey.  A survey method shall 
be developed after consultation with the Nebraska GPC and NPS for the bypassed reach 
of the Loup River which includes those access points which receive the highest 
recreational use.  A sampling schedule which includes the opportunity to sample selected 
access points at various times during the day (between dawn and dusk) as well as on 
weekdays and weekends is needed and shall be included.   
 
 In regard to sampling recreation during the holidays, we find the District’s effort 
to be inadequate because the summer holidays are known to be the highest recreational 
use days.  Therefore, the District shall include three summer holiday weekends 
(Memorial Day, Independence Day, and Labor Day) in the sampling effort.  The weekend 
days associated with these holidays would count toward the four weekend days proposed. 

 
 The sampling schedule referenced in the study plan was developed for a creel 
survey only; thus 2-hour sampling blocks were used to develop the schedule.  Because 
the creel study and the recreation user studies have been combined, survey proctors will 
need to spend more time in the field.  It may take eight hours or longer to traverse the 
length of the Loup Canal and document recreational use at the five project parks 
(Headworks, Lake Babcock (or Loup Park), Lake North, Columbus Powerhouse, and 
Tailrace) as well as at Loup Lands WMA.  Thus, multiple crews may be needed to 
conduct the surveys.   

 
 The District states in the revised study plan that “during peak use periods, when it 
is not practical to interview all recreation users, one proctor will count all users while the 
other proctor interviews as many users as possible within a reasonable time period.”  The 
District shall develop an interview selection protocol (such as every seventh person 
encountered) to enhance variability in the study population.  Additionally, the District 
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shall define a reasonable interview time period for each developed area, relative to the 
amount of use each area receives, so that the proctors know how long to spend 
interviewing at each location.  Finally, an estimation protocol shall be created for each 
developed area to ensure consistency among proctors when it is not possible to count all 
users in a given location. 
 
 Some of the recreation forms in the revised study plan are in need of correction or 
clarification.  Clarify the questions on the In-Person Recreation Use Survey by 
incorporating the following modifications: 
 

 Alter question 1 to read: “How many people are in your party today?” 
 Modify question 2 to ask how long it took the respondent to travel from their 

home to the interview location. 
 Include a list of District facilities in question 5 so the survey proctor can check all 

that apply and indicate the number of visits per facility. 
 Add hunting to the list of activities in questions 9 and 10. 
 Change the “good” option to “above average” to enhance consistency with the 

other response options in question 11. 
 Reword question 12 to read “Did you or a member of your party experience 

conflict with any other visitors today?  If yes, please describe the nature of the 
conflict.” 
 

 The Field Observation Form is confusing in its current format.  Some of the 
choices given the survey proctors do not make sense.  For example the activity “fishing” 
could occur in the following places:  parking area; campground; picnic area; or 
playground.  This form shall be redesigned so that it is easy for survey proctors to 
complete. 
 
 Clarify the questions on the Telephone Recreation Use Survey by incorporating 
the following modifications: 
 

 Use the term sites in questions 1 through 3 to reduce respondent confusion 
between parks and trails and other types of facilities in question 4.   

 Give respondents the opportunity to explain any “poor” ratings given in question 
4A similar to question 11 on the In-Person Recreation Use Survey.   

 Include hunting in the list of recreational opportunities for question 5A, 4B, 2C, 
and 5C. 

 Expand Question 6A to ask about facilities that the public would be interested in 
using. 

 For question 3B, add to the list the lack of barrier-free accessible facilities. 
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 It appears that respondents who answer “no” to question 2C will not have their 
demographic information recorded; therefore, please collect the following:  (1) 
gender, (2) age, and (3) zip code from all respondents.   

  
Study No. 12 – Ice Jam Flooding on the Loup River 
 
 In March 1993, severe flooding in the lower Platte River basin inundated over 
74,000 acres of land causing damages exceeding $25 million.  The probable cause of this 
flooding was a combination of ice jams and rapid snowmelt.  Ice jams are caused by 
frazil ice formed in turbulent supercooled water, such as flows at the diversion weir and 
intake gates of the project.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) conducted two 
studies, resulting in two reports (July 1994 and January 1996), on ice jam flooding on the 
lower Platte River basin.   
 
 Methodology 
 
 The District proposes a 2-phase approach to determining if project operations have 
a material effect on the formation of ice jams or on the severity of flooding caused by ice 
jams in the Loup River bypassed reach.  The first phase would consists of gathering and 
characterizing all available information, including Nebraska DNR Ice Reports, 
performing a qualitative analysis of ice and hydro-meteorological data for relationships 
between project operations and ice jam formation and flooding in the Loup River bypass, 
and determining if the available information would support a more detailed quantitative 
analysis of incremental project operation effects to the study reach.  If the available data 
are insufficient, the study would identify additional information needs.  In the phase 1 
analysis, daily discharge in the power canal and bypassed reach would be plotted from 
November to April of each year (1994-2009) along with air temperature, precipitation, 
and accumulated freezing degree day.  Instances of observed flooding and historic ice 
jams would be flagged on the plots.  If no definitive correlation between project 
operations and ice jam formation based on the accumulated ice observation records and 
ice event data are found, then the District would conclude that project operations do not 
contribute to ice jam formation and flooding (see Attachment C to Study 12—CRREL 
[Cold Regions Research and Engineering Laboratory] Ice Jam Flooding Study Proposal 
(July 2009)). 
 
 If a definitive correlation exists and available data are sufficient, the District 
would contract with the CRREL to perform the quantitative analysis.  The quantitative 
analysis would include estimating the severity and frequency of historic ice events using 
hind-casting methods; developing a simple ice-hydraulic model of the bypassed reach 
using available HEC-RAS, HEC-2 geometry or similar method and running a 
representative range of flows in the model under open water conditions to calculate ice 
cover profiles for selected design winters for both freeze-up and break-up cases; 
comparing model-predicted ice covers with ice observation reports and satellite imagery; 
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and calculating ice cover profiles for the 1993-94 worst case winter based on the historic 
bypassed reach flows and diversions (current conditions) case and several selected (yet 
unidentified) diversion cases and comparing any differences. 
  
 Study Issues 
 
 The Nebraska DNR asserts that the District’s proposed methods are too narrowly 
described and are limited in such a way as to prevent a quantitative analysis, without 
which the question as to whether project operations are contributing to ice jam flooding 
cannot be answered.  In response to the revised study plan, the Nebraska DNR re-filed an 
alternative study plan that includes detailed methods that would be implemented 
immediately to achieve the following objectives: (1) evaluate the effect of project 
operations on hydrology, sediment transport, and channel hydraulics in the lower Platte 
River basin; (2) evaluate the combined effects of project operations on hydrology, 
sediment transport, and channel hydraulics on ice processes in the lower Platte River 
basin; (3) develop an ice jam and/or break-up predictive model; and (4) identify structural 
and nonstructural methods for the prevention and mitigation of ice jams, if the project 
materially contributes to ice jam formation on the Loup and Platte Rivers. 
 
 Study area 
 
 The Nebraska DNR relied on the Corps to define the scope of the methods and 
study area.  The Nebraska DNR study area would extend from the Loup River at 
Fullerton, Nebraska (about 4 miles upstream of the project diversion weir on the Loup 
River) to the confluence of the of the Platte and Missouri Rivers.  The District limits its 
proposed study area to the bypass and power canal because (1) the area can be more 
readily analyzed because it experiences the maximum incremental effects of project 
operations; (2) this reach is subject to limited non-project influences on ice formation 
(i.e., tributaries, bridges, confluences, levees, etc.); (3) there is increasing uncertainty 
about the incremental effects of the project on icing events with increasing distance 
downstream.  The District asserts that if no incremental effects are found near the project, 
it would not be justified to extend the study further downstream. 
 
 Methods 
 
 The Nebraska DNR included detailed study methods that included collection of 
generally the same existing data as the District, but expanded on the methods by 
including (1) a hydrology study that includes the development of an unsteady hydraulic 
routing model (e.g., HEC-RAS) and modeling flows “with” and “without” project canal 
flow diversions; (2) a sediment transport assessment using a sediment transport model in 
HEC-RAS that includes modeling existing operations and operations without the removal 
of sediment by the project; (3) an ice formation study that estimates the total volume of 
ice produced within the study reach “with” and “without” power canal diversion of flow 
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and channel regimes for use in computations of ice-affected hydraulics; (4) an ice 
transport during freeze-up and break-up study that includes the use of a two-dimensional 
model, such as DynaRICE ice-hydraulic numerical model, to model ice transport through 
selected channels and hydraulic structures as well as ice initiation to demonstrate 
differences in the formation of ice “with” and “without” power canal diversions; (5) an 
ice-affected hydraulics analysis using HEC-RAS modeling to predict where ice jams 
form under 2-, 5- and 10-year flows “with” and “without” power canal diversions; (6) the 
development of ice jam/break-up predictive model, and (7) identification of structural and 
non-structural means that may prevent and mitigate the impacts of ice jams if the project 
is shown to increase flood risk in any part of the study reach. 
 
 The District does not propose to include the hydrologic and sediment transport 
analysis proposed by the Nebraska DNR because it exceeds the information needs of the 
Commission’s environmental analysis for assessing project effects.  Much of the data 
proposed to be collected by Nebraska DNR is being collected in other studies (i.e., 
Sedimentation Study, Hydrocycling Study, and Flow Depletion and Flow Diversion 
Study).  The District also opposes the use of the more refined predictive modeling of ice 
events than is currently available and the development of a new predictive model for ice 
events in the Platte River basin because the development of such a model is not the 
responsibility of the District, but that of the Nebraska DNR.  The District asserts that 
Nebraska DNR’s proposed ice formation, ice transport during freeze-up and break-up, 
and ice affected hydraulics is technically similar to its methods, but far broader in scope 
than is required for assessing project effects. 
 
 Conclusions 
 
 Study area 
 
 Severe flooding due to the combination of ice jams and rapid snowmelt occurred 
within the Lower Platte River basin in Nebraska during March 1993.  The two areas most 
affected were along the south side of the Loup River at Columbus and just downstream 
from the confluence of the Elkhorn and Platte Rivers near Ashland (White and Kay 
1996).  This event prompted the US Army Corp of Engineers ice jam flooding analyses in 
2004 and 2006. 
 
 Ice formation and flooding are affected by stream morphology and hydrology.  As 
discussed in several studies above, we are approving studies with modifications that 
would examine the project effects on stream morphology and hydrology.  We expect that 
those effects, if any, would be the greatest in the Loup River bypass and immediately 
below the tailrace.  Therefore, we are modifying the Districts icing study to include the 
Loup River from Fremont, Nebraska to the Platte River at the USGS North Bend gaging 
station.  This area would cover one of the areas most affected by the March 1993 flood, 
without confounding the results with inputs of the Elk Horn River, which also 
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experienced severe flooding in the March 1993 flood.  If the results of the study indicate 
that the project may be influencing flooding further downstream, additional analyses 
would be required in year 2 of the study period. 
 
 Methodology 
 
 The premise of the District’s phased approach is based on the need to evaluate 
whether there is sufficient information to proceed with a detailed quantitative analysis.  
The Nebraska DNR developed a program and began collecting additional icing 
information based on the Corps’ recommendation in 1994.  The Corps was able to 
develop an ice jam predictive model on the existing information and recommend future 
studies to examine the effects of project operations, if any, on ice formation based on less 
data than are now available for the project area (White and Kay 1996).  As keepers of the 
icing data, the Nebraska DNR and Corps have a good understanding of what information 
is available and what still needs to be collected to evaluate the effects of the project on 
ice jam formation and flooding. 
 

Given the Corp’s expertise and experience on this system and generally similar 
approaches to the quantitative analyses and similar costs, we find that the approach 
recommended by the Nebraska DNR, based on the Corps’ recommendation, will provide 
the means by which the Commission can evaluate project influences on ice formation and 
flooding and best achieve the objectives and goals of the icing study.  In addition, 
combining all data sources from the District and Nebraska DNR’s revised study plans 
would ensure a complete record for the quantitative analysis.  Therefore, we are requiring 
that the District implement the Nebraska DNR icing study filed as Attachment B to its 
August 7, 2009, comments on the revised study plan with the following modifications:  
(1) the geographic scope of the study will be limited as explained above; (2) the 
development of the predictive icing model shall be limited to the examination of project 
effects; (3) the identification of mitigation measures shall also be limited to operational or 
structural changes to minimize or mitigate project effects on ice jam formation and 
subsequent flooding; and (4) the data to be gathered shall consist of a combination of 
both studies to include: (a) all hydraulic data from USGS stream gage sites in Attachment 
B of the Nebraska DNR’s plan; (b) sediment data including bed load and suspended 
sediment load from the same gages or other sources; (c) hydrometerologic data such as 
air temperature and precipitation from the National Climatic Data Center and the 
National Weather Service station at Genoa; (d) all data from the Nebraska NDR Ice 
Report database; (e) all needed data from the CRREL Ice Jam Database; and (f) high 
water mark, such as tree scars, data from the Corps’ and other agencies’ records. 

 
As to the District’s concern that it is being held responsible to develop a regional 

model, we agree with the District that the development of a regional model to predict ice 
events is not the responsibility of the project.  Therefore, we are not requiring the District 
to develop a regional model. 
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Study Requests Not Approved 

 
Sediment Sampling for PCB’s in the Loup Power Canal and Lake Babcock 
 
 In its comments on the revised study plan, the FWS recommended that the District 
sample for polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB’s) from fish tissue and sediments from Lake 
Babcock and the Loup Power Canal between Monroe and Columbus powerhouses.  The 
District proposes to conduct fish tissue sampling in 2009 cooperatively with the Nebraska 
Department of Environmental Quality.  One of the sample sites includes Lake Babcock, 
which is located in the affected reach mentioned by FWS.  This information, along with 
the fish tissue sampling results presented in the PAD for the project area, will be 
sufficient for our analysis.  The District shall report the results of this analysis in their 
Initial Study Report. 
 
 The relevant issue for any licensing decision is whether any PCB mobilization 
caused by project operations affects fishery resources.  To answer that question, it is most 
appropriate to first sample fish tissue for PCB’s in the potentially affected reach (i.e., 
Lake Babcock) to determine if PCB’s are presently affecting fish, regardless of the source 
(e.g, project-induced mobilization of canal sediments versus upstream Loup River flows 
carrying PCB’s from other sources).  Should elevated fish PCB levels be found in the fish 
tissues, we may consider additional PCB monitoring in year 2. 
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October 16, 2009 
 
Mr. Robert Puschendorf 
State Historic Preservation Office 
1500 R Street 
P.O. Box 82554 
Lincoln, NE 68501-2554 
 
Re: HP#0804-127-01 

Loup River Hydroelectric Project Relicensing 
Phase Ia Archaeological Overview 

 FERC Project No. 1256; Docket No. 1256-029 
 
Dear Mr. Puschendorf: 
 
As we’ve discussed, Loup Power District (the District) is applying to the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) to relicense the Loup River Hydroelectric Project. The existing 
license was effective on December 1, 1982, for a term ending April 15, 2014. Loup Power District 
is utilizing the Integrated Licensing Process (ILP) for this relicensing effort.  
 
Relicensing the Project is a Federal undertaking by FERC, and Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (NHPA), requires Federal agencies to determine 
whether their undertakings have adverse effects on historic properties (any site, structure, or other 
property listed on or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places [NRHP]) and 
allow interested parties the opportunity to comment on decisions and actions that may affect 
historic properties.   
 
Pursuant to 18 CFR §5.11 and §5.13, the District prepared a study plan to gather the information 
needed to comply with Section 106 as part of Project Relicensing.  In May of this year, the District 
met with staff from your office to discuss the proposed study plan and on August 26, 2009, FERC 
approved the District’s study (Study 11.0), as submitted in the Revised Study Plan on 
July 27, 2009.  The first component of the District’s study related to Section 106 Compliance is 
completion of a Phase Ia Archaeological Overview report.  A copy of the Phase Ia Archaeological 
Overview accompanies this letter and is being submitted to your office to further a dialogue 
towards Section 106 compliance. Your comments on the adequacy and conclusions of the 
overview are requested.  
 
At this time we are seeking concurrence from your office regarding the areas within the Project 
Boundary that are recommended for archaeological inventory.  As outlined in the Phase Ia 
Archaeological Overview, your office would be contacted for additional comment in the event that 
additional areas should be identified for archaeological inventory.     
 



Please do not hesitate to contact Michael Madson (HDR) at (763) 278-5921 or me at (402) 564-
3171 if you have any questions about the Phase Ia Archaeological Overview. We look forward to 
working with your office throughout the relicensing effort and beyond. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Neal Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
 
 
cc: Kim Nguyen, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
 Patricia Leppert, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
 Ron Ziola, Loup Power District 
 Lisa Richardson, HDR 
 George Waldow, HDR 
 Michael Madson, HDR 
 
Attachments:   

(1) Phase Ia Archaeological Overview 
 

 







































 

 
 
October 21, 2009 
 
Ansley Griffin, Chairman 
Omaha Tribal Council 
Omaha Tribe of Nebraska 
P.O. Box 368 
Macy, NE 68039 
 
Reference:   Loup River Hydroelectric Project 

 Platte and Nance counties, Nebraska 
 FERC Project No. 1256 
 Docket No. P-1256-029 

 
  
Dear Mr. Griffin: 
 
Loup Power District is applying to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
to relicense the Loup River Hydroelectric Project. The existing license was effective on 
December 1, 1982, for a term ending April 15, 2014. Loup Power District is utilizing the 
Integrated Licensing Process (ILP) for this relicensing effort.   
 
Relicensing the Project is a Federal undertaking by FERC, and Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (NHPA), requires Federal 
agencies to determine whether their undertakings have adverse effects on historic 
properties (any site, structure, or other property listed on or eligible for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places [NRHP]) and allow interested parties the opportunity 
to comment on decisions and actions that may affect historic properties.   
 
Pursuant to 18 CFR §5.11 and §5.13, the District prepared a study plan to gather the 
information needed to comply with Section 106 as part of Project Relicensing.  On 
August 26, 2009, FERC approved the District’s study (Study 11.0), as submitted in the 
Revised Study Plan on July 27, 2009.  The first component of the District’s study related 
to Section 106 Compliance is completion of a Phase Ia Archaeological Overview report.  
The Phase Ia Archaeological Overview is available for your review to further a dialogue 
towards Section 106 compliance.   



 

If you would like to receive a copy of the overview, please contact: 
 

Michael Madson 
HDR Engineering, Inc. 
701 Xenia Ave S., Suite 600 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
763-278-5921 
Michael.madson@hdrinc.com 

 
Your comments on the adequacy and conclusions of the overview are welcome.   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Michael Madson at HDR or me at (402) 564-3171 if you 
have any questions about the Phase Ia Archaeological Overview.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Neal Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
 
 
cc: Kim Nguyen, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

 Patricia Leppert, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
 Ron Ziola, Loup Power District 
 Lisa Richardson, HDR 
 George Waldow, HDR 
 Michael Madson, HDR 

 









 

November 2, 2009 
 

 

Public Comments Processing 
Attn:  FWS-R6-ES-2009-0027 
Division of Policy and Directives Management 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
4401 N. Fairfax Drive, Suite 222 
Arlington, VA  22203 
 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

The Loup River Public Power District (the District) has reviewed the proposed rulemaking (50 CFR Part 17) 
to list the shovelnose sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus platorynchus) as a threatened species due to similarity of 
appearance (SOA) with the endangered pallid sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus albus). The District operates a 
hydroelectric project (project) on the Loup River, in Platte and Nance counties, Nebraska. This project diverts 
water from the Loup River for power generation and returns the water to the Platte River, just downstream of 
the confluence of the Loup and Platte rivers, near Columbus, Nebraska. The District is currently in the 
process of relicensing our hydroelectric project with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. This re-
licensing process is a federal action and requires Section 7 consultation.  

As stated in the proposed rule, “take would only be prohibited where shovelnose and pallid sturgeons’ range 
commonly overlap….Specifically this includes….the Platte River in Nebraska downstream of Elkhorn River 
confluence.”  It is our understanding that this proposed rule would only extend protections to shovelnose 
sturgeon and shovelnose-pallid sturgeon hybrids regarding take of this species when associated with or related 
to commercial fishing operations. All other legal activities involving these species in accordance with 
applicable State, Federal, Tribal, and local laws and regulations would not be considered take under this 
proposed regulation. Additionally, it is our understanding that the proposed rule would not require Federal 
agencies to consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) on activities authorized, funded, or 
carried out that may affect shovelnose sturgeon and shovelnose-pallid hybrids. As understood, this proposed 
rule would have no effect on our Section 7 consultation for the relicensing of our hydroelectric project. 

We request further clarification on this proposed rule, as it relates to Federally regulated activities, and 
concurrence that our understanding of this proposed rule is accurate.  

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this decision. 

Sincerely, 

 

Neal D. Suess 

President/CEO 

Loup Public Power District 

 
cc:  Matt Pillard, HDR 

   Kim Nguyen, FERC 
   June DeWeese, USFWS  



 

November 24, 2009 
 
 
 
Joel Jorgensen 
Nongame Bird Program Manager 
Wildlife Division 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
2200 N. 33rd Street 
Lincoln, NE 68503-0931 
 
RE: Information request for 2009 piping plover and least tern census and location data  
 
Dear Mr. Jorgensen: 
 
As you are aware, Loup Power District (the District) is currently seeking a new operating license 
with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) for its hydroelectric facilities located on 
the Loup River near Genoa and Columbus, Nebraska.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
you for your response to our prior requests for information received in 2008 and early 2009. We 
realize compiling that data took staff time and effort and it is greatly appreciated.   
 
FERC has approved several studies related to species and habitat that the District must complete in 
the next several months.  At this time, I would like to request the 2009 interior least tern and piping 
plover population, nesting, and productivity counts and locations for the Loup River and lower Platte 
River.  Additionally I would like to request any tern and plover habitat information collected during 
the 2009 season. This information is critical to completion of the studies requested by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service and the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission and approved by FERC.  
 
I appreciate your assistance in providing information to assist with the relicensing effort as quickly 
as possible; time is of the essence for these studies.  The information requested will be used for 
analytical purposes and the only information that will be published is information related to general 
trends and observations.  Location specific information will not be made available to the general 
public without the consent of the NGPC. All stipulations on the use of this data, as per the 
NGPC/HDR data use agreement (executed on June 24, 2009), will be followed. 
 
Please submit the information to HDR Engineering, the District’s consultant completing the studies: 

Matt Pillard 
HDR Engineering 
8404 Indian Hills Drive 
Omaha, NE 68114 

 
 



Please feel free to contact Melissa Marinovich (402-399-1317) or Matt Pillard (402-399-1186) of 
HDR if you have any questions regarding this request.  As the relicensing process continues, we 
anticipate that we may have additional information requests.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Neal D. Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Public Power District 

 
 
 
cc:  Matt Pillard, HDR 

   Kim Nguyen, FERC 
   Frank Albrecht, NGPC 
   June DeWeese, USFWS  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Jeff_Runge@fws.gov
Sent: Wednesday, November 25, 2009 1:39 PM
To: Pillard, Matt
Cc: Robert_Harms@fws.gov; Frank.Albrecht@nebraska.gov
Subject: LPD Study Plan / information needs
Attachments: LPD Study Determination Tasks.doc

Matt, 

 

Earlier this fall, the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, the Tern and Plover Conservation Partnership, and 

our office met to discuss data needs requested by FERC in their Final Study Determination. The attached 

document summarizes discussions from that day.  

 

Let me know if you have any questions and feel free to forward this on to the larger group. 

 

Jeff 

 

 

 

 

(See attached file: LPD Study Determination Tasks.doc) 

 

 

 

******************************* 

Jeff Runge 

Fish and Wildlife Biologist 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

203 W. Second Street 

Grand Island, NE 68801 

(308) 38266468, Ext. 22 

(308) 37968553 Cell 

(308) 38468835 Fax 

******************************** 



Loup Power District Meeting – Final Study Determination Tasks 
September 24, 2009 
Library Conference Room, NGPC, Lincoln 
 
Mary Bomberger Brown - Tern and Plover Conservation Partnership 
Bob Harms - USFWS 
Rick Holland - NGPC 
Joel Jorgensen - NGPC 
Jeff Runge – USFWS 
Dave Tunink - NGPC 
 
Purpose 
 
On August 26, 2009, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission issued their Final Study 
Determination (FSD) for Loup River Hydroelectric Project (Project Number 1256).  The 
FSD identify modifications to the Loup River Public Power District’s (District) revised 
study plan under the following sections: Sedimentation, Hydrocycling, Water 
Temperature for the Loup River Bypassed Reach, Flow Depletion and Flow Diversion, 
Recreation Use, and Ice Jam Flooding on the Loup River. The FSD identified certain 
tasks that shall be performed by the District in consultation with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and Nebraska Game and Parks Commission. The two tasks are 
identified in the below text. The purpose of the meeting was to formalize agency 
positions for these tasks. Meeting summaries for the two respective tasks are detailed in 
the below text. 
 
Task 1 
 
As directed by the FSD, the District shall conduct a modeling study of the effects of 
hydrocycling and flow bypass on interior least tern and piping plover nesting habitat 
using the HEC-RAS 1D steady state back-water model and associated methodology for 
model calibration specified in HDR (2008). The District shall select a representative 
study site, in consultation with the resource agencies, for the following river segments: 
(A) the Loup River upstream of the diversion weir; (B) the Loup River downstream of 
the diversion weir; (C) the Platte River below the Loup River confluence and above the 
project tailrace, (D) the Platte River within five miles downstream of the project tailrace, 
and (E) near the USGS North Bend gage station. The selected study sites would 
preferably include areas where interior least terns and piping plovers have historically 
nested. Data collected shall include flow quantity, depth, velocity, sandbar elevation, and 
bed form as described in the Lower Platte River Stage Change Study developed by HDR 
Inc.  
 
Task 2 
 
Cross-sectional measurements to calibrate the model in the Loup River shall be done 
during low flow conditions (50 to 75 cfs) and at a higher flow, selected in consultation 
with the resource agencies.  
 



Task 1 Summary 
 
Study Site A represents a five-mile long segment of the Loup River whose midpoint is 
the confluence of the Cedar River. This segment was selected because of recent nesting 
activity has been documented in the segment [i.e., 2006]. More frequent nesting activity 
was documented in the segment upstream of the Fullerton Bridge. However, it was not 
known to what extent the Cedar River hydrology and sediment inputs influenced Loup 
River channel morphology. The proposed study site addresses this ambiguity by 
including reaches upstream and downstream of the Cedar River. 
 

 
 
 



Study Site B represents a five-mile segment on the Loup River whose downstream 
boundary is approximately one-mile above the US Highway 81 Bridge near Columbus. 
This river segment was selected because of the frequent and most current nesting records 
within the bypass reach of the Loup River.  
 

 
 
 
 



Study Site C represents two-mile long segment of the Platte River between the Loup 
River confluence and the District tailrace. Therefore, there was no need to select a study 
site within this segment. 
 
Study Site D represents a study segment located within 5-miles of the District tailrace. 
Because of the requirement to locate the study site near the tailrace, identification of a 
study site is not required. 
 
Study Site E represents a five-mile segment immediately downstream of the NE 
Highway 79 Bridge near North Bend. This river segment was selected because of the 
frequent and most current nesting records in the Platte River near North Bend.  
 

 
 
 
Task 2 Summary 
 
Average monthly flows from in the nesting time period for the bypass reach of the Loup 
River (measured at Genoa) ranges from 249 in August to 729 cfs in June. Average flow 
diverted in the LPD canal ranges from 1,300 to 1,900 cfs for that same time period. The 
group determined that model calibration should be collected at a flow within the 750-800 
cfs range. This range was selected because it represents flow conditions that could be 
reasonably collected across a range of dry to wet years.  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Thursday, December 03, 2009 7:57 AM
To: Anna Baum; Barb Friskopp; Bobbie Kriz&Wickham; Butch Koehlmoos; Curt Alms; Dan Nitzel; 

Dave Tunink; David Jundt; Frank Albrecht; Henry Santin; Jason Alexander; Jean Angell; Jeff 
Schuckman; Jerry Kenny; Joe Cothern; John Bender; John Shadle; Joseph Mangiamelli; 
Justin Lavene; Lacie Andreason; Mark Czaplewski; Mary Bomberger&Brown; Randy Thoreson; 
Richard Hadenfeldt; Robert Harms; Robert Mohler; Robert Puschendorf; Rodney Verhoeff; 
Stacy Stupka&Burda; Steve Chick

Cc: Damgaard, Quinn V.; Dierking, Paul; Engel, John; Engelbert, Pat; Fitzsimmons, Ellen; Frame, 
Gail; Gorton, Dick; Grennan, Dennis E.; Gust, Kimberly; Hunt, George; Kulik, Ann; Madson, 
Michael J.; Marinovich, Melissa; McConville, Matt; Mertz, John; Pillard, Matt; Sigler, Bill; 
Stanfill, Alan; Talbitzer, Travis; Thompson, Wendy; Waldow, George; White, Stephanie; Angel 
Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Teresa Petr; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)

Subject: Loup Power District & FERC Relicensing: Study Progress Report Available

For your information, Loup Power District has submitted the first quarterly study progress report to FERC and it has been 

posted to the project website: 

 

http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/documents.html 

 

Thank you. 

 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114&4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Jorgensen, Joel [Joel.Jorgensen@nebraska.gov]
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2010 8:02 AM
To: Marinovich, Melissa; Pillard, Matt
Subject: RE: 2009 LPR nest data

Melissa: 
 
These files only contain from on+river.  I interpreted the request to be river only (P2, “1for the Loup and Lower Platte 
River.”), please let me know if this is incorrect.  I have no data for the Loup River (on+river) for 2009.    I will probably be 
sending another file or two today.   
 

+ Joel 
  

=============================== 

Joel Jorgensen 

Nongame Bird Program Manager 
Wildlife Division 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
Lincoln, NE 68503 
402 471 5440 

joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov   
 

                       
 

From: Marinovich, Melissa [mailto:Melissa.Marinovich@hdrinc.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2009 8:59 AM 
To: Jorgensen, Joel; Pillard, Matt 

Subject: RE: 2009 LPR nest data 

 

Thanks, Joel! Just a clarification, these are only “on-river” lower Platte locations, correct? This data does not include 

“off-river” nesting locations? Also, nesting/chick/adult count location information for on/off river sites on the Loup 

River, will these be included in a later email? Thanks again for your help and see you next week! 

 

Melissa 

From: Jorgensen, Joel [mailto:Joel.Jorgensen@nebraska.gov]  

Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2009 10:34 AM 
To: Pillard, Matt; Marinovich, Melissa 

Cc: Jorgensen, Joel 

Subject: 2009 LPR nest data 

 

Matt, Melissa: 
 
Attached is the 2009 lower Platte River nest data and metadata.   
 

+ Joel 
  

=============================== 

Joel Jorgensen 

Nongame Bird Program Manager 

Wildlife Division 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Jorgensen, Joel [Joel.Jorgensen@nebraska.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2010 4:13 PM
To: Marinovich, Melissa; Pillard, Matt
Cc: Albrecht, Frank; Bob Harms; jeff_runge@fws.gov; Koch, Michelle; Holland, Richard
Subject: Loup River On3Rive Data:  Diversion to Mouth

Matt, Melissa: 
 
In the meeting today there was some question whether any nesting records exist between the diversion and 
the Loup3Platte confluence.  I was concerned by this apparent discrepancy.  I did a check and there does 
appear to be several records for this stretch.  All data that I am aware of were provided to HDR in June 2009 
via letter (with enclosures) addressed to Lisa Richardson of your firm and sent from this office .  As noted in the 
letter addressed to Ms. Richardson, the data, including the data that are now in question, were included in the 
MS Excel file entitled “Loup River 198232005.xls”.  An accompanying PDF file entitled 
“Loup_Colony_Location_Key.pdf”  provided supplemental location information.  As also noted in the letter, 
Loup River data from 2006 were provided in a separate file.    
 
If you identify a problem with the data or file(s), an error on my part, or if for some reason you are not in 
possession of these files, please let me know so that we can quickly rectify this situation.   
 
Please do not hesitate contacting me if you have any questions. 
 
3 Joel 

  

=============================== 

Joel Jorgensen 

Nongame Bird Program Manager 

Wildlife Division 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
Lincoln, NE 68503 
402 471 5440 

joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov   
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2010 3:25 PM
To: Jorgensen, Joel
Cc: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: RE: Loup River On#Rive Data:  Diversion to Mouth

Joel, 

 

We looked into this a little more on our end. We do have the Loup River spreadsheets with some other locations 

imbedded in the referenced PDF. However, our GIS technician did not map them as the locations in the PDF were only 

noted by Section, Township, and Range. Thus, for our preliminary purpose of mapping the data, this location 

information was not accurate enough. Our technician did tell me this, but I had forgotten that this was the case. 

 

Let us isolate these instances. Is it possible that more accurate location information exists outside of what was in the 

spreadsheet/PDF for locations? For example, have some assumptions been made as to these locations that we could 

also use, rather than trying to guess where these nesting locations were in relation to the Section, Township, Range 

information? Does USFWS or NGPC already have these locations entered into a GIS layer? 

 

Thanks. 

 

Matt 

 

 

From: Jorgensen, Joel [mailto:Joel.Jorgensen@nebraska.gov]  

Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2010 4:13 PM 

To: Marinovich, Melissa; Pillard, Matt 
Cc: Albrecht, Frank; Bob Harms; jeff_runge@fws.gov; Koch, Michelle; Holland, Richard 

Subject: Loup River On3Rive Data: Diversion to Mouth 

 

Matt, Melissa: 
 
In the meeting today there was some question whether any nesting records exist between the diversion and 
the Loup#Platte confluence.  I was concerned by this apparent discrepancy.  I did a check and there does 
appear to be several records for this stretch.  All data that I am aware of were provided to HDR in June 2009 
via letter (with enclosures) addressed to Lisa Richardson of your firm and sent from this office .  As noted in the 
letter addressed to Ms. Richardson, the data, including the data that are now in question, were included in the 
MS Excel file entitled “Loup River 1982#2005.xls”.  An accompanying PDF file entitled 
“Loup_Colony_Location_Key.pdf”  provided supplemental location information.  As also noted in the letter, 
Loup River data from 2006 were provided in a separate file.    
 
If you identify a problem with the data or file(s), an error on my part, or if for some reason you are not in 
possession of these files, please let me know so that we can quickly rectify this situation.   
 
Please do not hesitate contacting me if you have any questions. 
 
# Joel 

  

=============================== 

Joel Jorgensen 

Nongame Bird Program Manager 

Wildlife Division 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Jorgensen, Joel [Joel.Jorgensen@nebraska.gov]
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2010 11:45 AM
To: Pillard, Matt
Cc: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: RE: Loup River On*Rive Data:  Diversion to Mouth

Matt: 
 
I’m looking into this to see whether there is any information that might provide more specific location information.  The 
spreadsheet that I provided is the raw data.  Other data sets may exist, but all would have been derived from this original 
data set.  If one data file provides more precise locations, the pertinent question in my mind is whether it is the result of 
some arbitrary post hoc decision process that only gives the impression of a greater precision, or whether additional 
information exists where the precision is also accurate and reliable.   
 
I agree with your comment that isolating these instances.  I will try to get back to you early next week as I recognize the 
time sensitivity of this matter. 
 
Thanks and please feel free to contact me further regarding any questions with the data.  There is a great deal of 
information to work through..     
 

* Joel 
  

=============================== 

Joel Jorgensen 

Nongame Bird Program Manager 
Wildlife Division 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
Lincoln, NE 68503 
402 471 5440 

joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov   
 

                       
 

From: Pillard, Matt [mailto:Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2010 1:25 PM 

To: Jorgensen, Joel 

Cc: Marinovich, Melissa 
Subject: RE: Loup River On'Rive Data: Diversion to Mouth 

 

Joel, 

 

We looked into this a little more on our end. We do have the Loup River spreadsheets with some other locations 

imbedded in the referenced PDF. However, our GIS technician did not map them as the locations in the PDF were only 

noted by Section, Township, and Range. Thus, for our preliminary purpose of mapping the data, this location 

information was not accurate enough. Our technician did tell me this, but I had forgotten that this was the case. 

 

Let us isolate these instances. Is it possible that more accurate location information exists outside of what was in the 

spreadsheet/PDF for locations? For example, have some assumptions been made as to these locations that we could 

also use, rather than trying to guess where these nesting locations were in relation to the Section, Township, Range 

information? Does USFWS or NGPC already have these locations entered into a GIS layer? 

 

Thanks. 
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Matt 

 

 

From: Jorgensen, Joel [mailto:Joel.Jorgensen@nebraska.gov]  

Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2010 4:13 PM 
To: Marinovich, Melissa; Pillard, Matt 

Cc: Albrecht, Frank; Bob Harms; jeff_runge@fws.gov; Koch, Michelle; Holland, Richard 
Subject: Loup River On'Rive Data: Diversion to Mouth 

 

Matt, Melissa: 
 
In the meeting today there was some question whether any nesting records exist between the diversion and 
the Loup*Platte confluence.  I was concerned by this apparent discrepancy.  I did a check and there does 
appear to be several records for this stretch.  All data that I am aware of were provided to HDR in June 2009 
via letter (with enclosures) addressed to Lisa Richardson of your firm and sent from this office .  As noted in the 
letter addressed to Ms. Richardson, the data, including the data that are now in question, were included in the 
MS Excel file entitled “Loup River 1982*2005.xls”.  An accompanying PDF file entitled 
“Loup_Colony_Location_Key.pdf”  provided supplemental location information.  As also noted in the letter, 
Loup River data from 2006 were provided in a separate file.    
 
If you identify a problem with the data or file(s), an error on my part, or if for some reason you are not in 
possession of these files, please let me know so that we can quickly rectify this situation.   
 
Please do not hesitate contacting me if you have any questions. 
 
* Joel 

  

=============================== 

Joel Jorgensen 

Nongame Bird Program Manager 

Wildlife Division 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
Lincoln, NE 68503 
402 471 5440 

joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov   
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Jorgensen, Joel [Joel.Jorgensen@nebraska.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2010 3:55 PM
To: Pillard, Matt
Cc: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: RE: Loup River On(Rive Data:  Diversion to Mouth

Matt: 
 
After reviewing and looking for additional information, more precise and accurate location information does not appear to 
be available for Loup River data prior to 2006.   Heritage data gives the appearance of greater accuracy, but this is 
because of the process and decisions made to conform to biotics national standards.   The information provided appears 
to be the most usable. 
 
Please do not hesitate contacting me if you have questions.      
 

( Joel 
  

=============================== 

Joel Jorgensen 

Nongame Bird Program Manager 
Wildlife Division 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
Lincoln, NE 68503 
402 471 5440 

joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov   
 

                       
 

From: Pillard, Matt [mailto:Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com]  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2010 9:46 AM 

To: Jorgensen, Joel 
Cc: Marinovich, Melissa 

Subject: RE: Loup River On*Rive Data: Diversion to Mouth 

 

Thanks Joel. We’ll be in touch. 

 

Matt 

 

From: Jorgensen, Joel [mailto:Joel.Jorgensen@nebraska.gov]  

Sent: Friday, January 08, 2010 11:45 AM 

To: Pillard, Matt 
Cc: Marinovich, Melissa 

Subject: RE: Loup River On*Rive Data: Diversion to Mouth 

 

Matt: 
 
I’m looking into this to see whether there is any information that might provide more specific location information.  The 
spreadsheet that I provided is the raw data.  Other data sets may exist, but all would have been derived from this original 
data set.  If one data file provides more precise locations, the pertinent question in my mind is whether it is the result of 
some arbitrary post hoc decision process that only gives the impression of a greater precision, or whether additional 
information exists where the precision is also accurate and reliable.   
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I agree with your comment that isolating these instances.  I will try to get back to you early next week as I recognize the 
time sensitivity of this matter. 
 
Thanks and please feel free to contact me further regarding any questions with the data.  There is a great deal of 
information to work through..     
 

( Joel 
  

=============================== 

Joel Jorgensen 

Nongame Bird Program Manager 
Wildlife Division 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
Lincoln, NE 68503 
402 471 5440 

joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov   
 

                       
 

From: Pillard, Matt [mailto:Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com]  

Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2010 1:25 PM 
To: Jorgensen, Joel 

Cc: Marinovich, Melissa 
Subject: RE: Loup River On*Rive Data: Diversion to Mouth 

 

Joel, 

 

We looked into this a little more on our end. We do have the Loup River spreadsheets with some other locations 

imbedded in the referenced PDF. However, our GIS technician did not map them as the locations in the PDF were only 

noted by Section, Township, and Range. Thus, for our preliminary purpose of mapping the data, this location 

information was not accurate enough. Our technician did tell me this, but I had forgotten that this was the case. 

 

Let us isolate these instances. Is it possible that more accurate location information exists outside of what was in the 

spreadsheet/PDF for locations? For example, have some assumptions been made as to these locations that we could 

also use, rather than trying to guess where these nesting locations were in relation to the Section, Township, Range 

information? Does USFWS or NGPC already have these locations entered into a GIS layer? 

 

Thanks. 

 

Matt 

 

 

From: Jorgensen, Joel [mailto:Joel.Jorgensen@nebraska.gov]  

Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2010 4:13 PM 

To: Marinovich, Melissa; Pillard, Matt 
Cc: Albrecht, Frank; Bob Harms; jeff_runge@fws.gov; Koch, Michelle; Holland, Richard 

Subject: Loup River On*Rive Data: Diversion to Mouth 

 

Matt, Melissa: 
 
In the meeting today there was some question whether any nesting records exist between the diversion and 
the Loup(Platte confluence.  I was concerned by this apparent discrepancy.  I did a check and there does 
appear to be several records for this stretch.  All data that I am aware of were provided to HDR in June 2009 
via letter (with enclosures) addressed to Lisa Richardson of your firm and sent from this office .  As noted in the 
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letter addressed to Ms. Richardson, the data, including the data that are now in question, were included in the 
MS Excel file entitled “Loup River 1982(2005.xls”.  An accompanying PDF file entitled 
“Loup_Colony_Location_Key.pdf”  provided supplemental location information.  As also noted in the letter, 
Loup River data from 2006 were provided in a separate file.    
 
If you identify a problem with the data or file(s), an error on my part, or if for some reason you are not in 
possession of these files, please let me know so that we can quickly rectify this situation.   
 
Please do not hesitate contacting me if you have any questions. 
 
( Joel 

  

=============================== 

Joel Jorgensen 

Nongame Bird Program Manager 

Wildlife Division 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
Lincoln, NE 68503 
402 471 5440 

joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov   
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Jorgensen, Joel [Joel.Jorgensen@nebraska.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2010 3:55 PM
To: Pillard, Matt
Cc: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: RE: Loup River On(Rive Data:  Diversion to Mouth

Matt: 
 
After reviewing and looking for additional information, more precise and accurate location information does not appear to 
be available for Loup River data prior to 2006.   Heritage data gives the appearance of greater accuracy, but this is 
because of the process and decisions made to conform to biotics national standards.   The information provided appears 
to be the most usable. 
 
Please do not hesitate contacting me if you have questions.      
 

( Joel 
  

=============================== 

Joel Jorgensen 

Nongame Bird Program Manager 
Wildlife Division 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
Lincoln, NE 68503 
402 471 5440 

joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov   
 

                       
 

From: Pillard, Matt [mailto:Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com]  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2010 9:46 AM 

To: Jorgensen, Joel 
Cc: Marinovich, Melissa 

Subject: RE: Loup River On*Rive Data: Diversion to Mouth 

 

Thanks Joel. We’ll be in touch. 

 

Matt 

 

From: Jorgensen, Joel [mailto:Joel.Jorgensen@nebraska.gov]  

Sent: Friday, January 08, 2010 11:45 AM 

To: Pillard, Matt 
Cc: Marinovich, Melissa 

Subject: RE: Loup River On*Rive Data: Diversion to Mouth 

 

Matt: 
 
I’m looking into this to see whether there is any information that might provide more specific location information.  The 
spreadsheet that I provided is the raw data.  Other data sets may exist, but all would have been derived from this original 
data set.  If one data file provides more precise locations, the pertinent question in my mind is whether it is the result of 
some arbitrary post hoc decision process that only gives the impression of a greater precision, or whether additional 
information exists where the precision is also accurate and reliable.   
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I agree with your comment that isolating these instances.  I will try to get back to you early next week as I recognize the 
time sensitivity of this matter. 
 
Thanks and please feel free to contact me further regarding any questions with the data.  There is a great deal of 
information to work through..     
 

( Joel 
  

=============================== 

Joel Jorgensen 

Nongame Bird Program Manager 
Wildlife Division 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
Lincoln, NE 68503 
402 471 5440 

joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov   
 

                       
 

From: Pillard, Matt [mailto:Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com]  

Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2010 1:25 PM 
To: Jorgensen, Joel 

Cc: Marinovich, Melissa 
Subject: RE: Loup River On*Rive Data: Diversion to Mouth 

 

Joel, 

 

We looked into this a little more on our end. We do have the Loup River spreadsheets with some other locations 

imbedded in the referenced PDF. However, our GIS technician did not map them as the locations in the PDF were only 

noted by Section, Township, and Range. Thus, for our preliminary purpose of mapping the data, this location 

information was not accurate enough. Our technician did tell me this, but I had forgotten that this was the case. 

 

Let us isolate these instances. Is it possible that more accurate location information exists outside of what was in the 

spreadsheet/PDF for locations? For example, have some assumptions been made as to these locations that we could 

also use, rather than trying to guess where these nesting locations were in relation to the Section, Township, Range 

information? Does USFWS or NGPC already have these locations entered into a GIS layer? 

 

Thanks. 

 

Matt 

 

 

From: Jorgensen, Joel [mailto:Joel.Jorgensen@nebraska.gov]  

Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2010 4:13 PM 

To: Marinovich, Melissa; Pillard, Matt 
Cc: Albrecht, Frank; Bob Harms; jeff_runge@fws.gov; Koch, Michelle; Holland, Richard 

Subject: Loup River On*Rive Data: Diversion to Mouth 

 

Matt, Melissa: 
 
In the meeting today there was some question whether any nesting records exist between the diversion and 
the Loup(Platte confluence.  I was concerned by this apparent discrepancy.  I did a check and there does 
appear to be several records for this stretch.  All data that I am aware of were provided to HDR in June 2009 
via letter (with enclosures) addressed to Lisa Richardson of your firm and sent from this office .  As noted in the 
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letter addressed to Ms. Richardson, the data, including the data that are now in question, were included in the 
MS Excel file entitled “Loup River 1982(2005.xls”.  An accompanying PDF file entitled 
“Loup_Colony_Location_Key.pdf”  provided supplemental location information.  As also noted in the letter, 
Loup River data from 2006 were provided in a separate file.    
 
If you identify a problem with the data or file(s), an error on my part, or if for some reason you are not in 
possession of these files, please let me know so that we can quickly rectify this situation.   
 
Please do not hesitate contacting me if you have any questions. 
 
( Joel 

  

=============================== 

Joel Jorgensen 

Nongame Bird Program Manager 

Wildlife Division 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
Lincoln, NE 68503 
402 471 5440 

joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov   
 

                       

 



From: Damgaard, Quinn V. 

Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2010 9:22 AM 

To: 'randy_thoreson@nps.gov'; Mark Ivy; 'Schuckman, Jeff'; 

'richard.holland@nebraska.gov'; 'dave.tunink@nebraska.gov'; Ron Ziola; Jim 

Frear 

Cc: Fitzsimmons, Ellen; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Thompson, Wendy 

Subject: LPD Recreation Call Notes Jan 14 2010 

Attachments: LPD_Recreation_Call_Notes_100114.pdf 

 

All: 

 

Notes from our January 14, 2010 Loup Power District recreation conference call are respectfully 

provided for your reference.  Please notify me of any concerns that you may have with the notes by 

close of business on January 26. 

 

Thanks and Regards, 

Quinn Damgaard 
Environmental Scientist 
HDR Engineering, Inc. 

8404 Indian Hills Drive 

Omaha, NE  68114"4049 

Phone: 402.399.1041 

Fax: 402.399.1111 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Mark Ivy [Mark.Ivy@ferc.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2010 11:47 AM
To: Damgaard, Quinn V.; randy_thoreson@nps.gov; Schuckman, Jeff; 

richard.holland@nebraska.gov; dave.tunink@nebraska.gov; Ron Ziola; Jim Frear
Cc: Fitzsimmons, Ellen; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Thompson, Wendy
Subject: RE: LPD Recreation Call Notes Jan 14 2010

Quinn, 
 
Per our telephone conservation, I am sending you a list of equipment needs should you decide to use the Trailmaster 
technology for trail counts.  At a minimum you will need three TM1550 active infrared trail monitors (one per trail).  While 
you can download data manually in the field, I have found that it is more reliable to use a data logger.  This equipment 
also eliminates the need for data entry into a stat package or excel.  I have also used their Stat Package and have found it 
useful in the generation of reports, but you can create tables and spreadsheets in SPSS or Excel using the raw data.  You 
will have to determine whether or not the software is cheaper than staff time. 
 
I want to reiterate that I am not advocating that you purchase this technology, but I wanted to make you aware of other 
options.  Regardless of the technology you intend to use, it is critical to field test it before the data collection period begins 
so that it can be properly calibrated. 
 
Let me know if you have any other questions, 
 
Mark 
 

Mark Ivy, PhD  
Outdoor Recreation Planner  
Division of Hydropower Licensing  
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission  
888 First Street NE  
Washington, DC 20426  
202.502.6156  
202.219.2152 (fax)  

From: Damgaard, Quinn V. [mailto:Quinn.Damgaard@hdrinc.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2010 10:22 AM 
To: 'randy_thoreson@nps.gov'; Mark Ivy; 'Schuckman, Jeff'; 'richard.holland@nebraska.gov'; 

'dave.tunink@nebraska.gov'; Ron Ziola; Jim Frear 
Cc: Fitzsimmons, Ellen; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Thompson, Wendy 

Subject: LPD Recreation Call Notes Jan 14 2010 
 

All: 

 

Notes from our January 14, 2010 Loup Power District recreation conference call are respectfully provided for your 

reference.  Please notify me of any concerns that you may have with the notes by close of business on January 26. 

 

Thanks and Regards, 

Quinn Damgaard 
Environmental Scientist 
HDR Engineering, Inc. 

8404 Indian Hills Drive 
Omaha, NE  68114"4049 

Phone: 402.399.1041 

Fax: 402.399.1111 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Robert_Harms@fws.gov
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2010 2:55 PM
To: Pillard, Matt
Cc: Jeff_Runge@fws.gov; joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov; Michelle.Koch@nebraska.gov; 

frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; richard.holland@nebraska.gov; dave.tunink@nebraska.gov
Subject: Study Plan Input Loup Power District

Importance: High

Matt: 

 

Please make reference to our January 5, 2010, meeting in Lincoln about details on the study plan. At that 

meeting, there were several items that needed further consideration and response from NGPC and FWS. We 

completed our discussions and offer the following input below as a means of assisting HDR with study design. 

Bold items are our responses to questions posed at the January 5 meeting by HDR. 

 

a) Hydrocycling: HDR is developing a 10dimensional HEC0RAS steady0state model to study the effects of 

hydrocycling on the least tern and piping plover nesting habitat.  

 

HDR inquired as to what kinds of information does FWS and NGPC want to obtain from this model?  

 

We need to understand the relationship among various daily flow discharge alternatives under non�

hydropeaking and hydropeaking regimes and how each alternative affects the probability of sandbar 

erosion and nest/chick inundation among a range of discharges. 
 

b) Flow Depletion and Diversion: HDR is developing a 10dimensional HEC0RAS steady0state model to study 

the effects of hydrocycling on the least tern and piping plover nesting habitat and whooping crane roosting 

habitat on the Loup River bypass reach. 

 

HDR inquired as to what kinds of information does FWS and NGPC want to obtain from this model? 

 

Terns and plovers: We need to understand the relationship among various discharge alternatives and the 

number, size, bar height, bar position (mid�channel or point) and channel depths which isolate such bars. 

 

Whoopers: We need to understand the relationship among various discharge alternatives and 

unobstructed channel width, total wetted width, distance to visual obstructions, and cumulative depth.  
 

c) We discussed the location for survey work at several locations along the Platte and Loup rivers to identify a 

representative location for such surveys. We need to discuss and make a recommendation on locations to HDR. 

These segments include: 

 

1) Tailrace downstream for a distance of 5 miles.  

 

We are OK with 1�D survey work in this segment at the large bar downstream of Bellwood. However, 

geomorphology cross section for the sediment transport study should not occur here but at the segment of 

river between the tailrace and the railroad bridge. The geomorphology cross section can also serve as the 

input cross section for 1�D modeling. 
 

2) Loup Power District Diversion downstream to the Loup and Platte rivers confluence.  
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We are OK with going with HDRs recommendation on this.  

 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS 

 

a) HDR will need to coordinate with the NGPC And FWS to avoid any potential take of least terns and 

piping plovers that could occur during the course of survey activities.  

 

b) We request that HDR provide the NGPC and FWS a copy of a detailed study plan for review and 

comment. 

 

c) For the aerial photography work in the flow bypass section, LPD/HDR should compare Geomorphic 

Measurements as described by Elliott and Jacobsen (2006). We recommend channel attributes from the 

geomorphic measurement section (page 16) include valley width, channel width, sinuosity, bare sand 

bars, and vegetated bars. Study sites should be located in areas that are not affected by bank 

stabilization. Channel attributes should be compared to: a) mean flow at the photography date, and b) 

antecedent peak flow occurring within the calendar year. Photography should try to capture variability 

in a) and b). 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input. If you have any questions, please contact me by E0mail or 

telephone if you have any questions. 

 

Bob 

 

Robert R. Harms 

Fish and Wildlife Biologist 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

203 West Second Street 

Grand Island, Nebraska 68801 

Phone: 308038206468, Extension 17 

Fax: 308038408835 

robert_harms@fws.gov 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2010 7:49 AM
To: abaum@upperloupnrd.org; adubas@leg.ne.gov; al.berndt@nebraska.gov; 

asheridan@omahatribe.com; astuthman@leg.ne.gov; barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; 
bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov; bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; butchk@nctc.net; 
calms@neb.rr.com; cgenoa@cablene.com; chairmanrhodd@ponca.com; 
cityadmin@cablene.com; clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; CoraJones@bia.gov; 
cothern.joe@epa.gov; danno@nohva.com; david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; david.turner@ferc.gov; 
deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov; djjarecke@clarkswb.net; don_simpson@blm.gov; 
emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov; frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; 
frank.winchell@ferc.gov; jalexand@usgs.gov; jblackhawk@aol.com; 
jean.angell@nebraska.gov; jeddins@achp.gov; jeff_runge@fws.gov; 
jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov; jjshadl@nppd.com; jmangi@columbusne.us; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; 
jmsunne@nppd.com; john.bender@nebraska.gov; julias@poncatribe.ne.org; 
justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; jwinkler@papionrd.org; kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; 
kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; Kim.Nguyen@ferc.gov; ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; 
lewrightjr@gmail.com; Louis_pofahl@mail.house.gov; lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; mark.ivy@ferc.gov; 
marvp@megavision.com; mbrown9@unl.edu; mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; mkuzila1@unl.edu; 
monroe@megavision.com; msittler@lpsnrd.org; ncpza@hamilton.net; 
nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; patricia.leppert@ferc.gov; pcclerk@megavision.com; 
peggy.harding@ferc.gov; prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; randy_thoreson@nps.gov; 
rbishop@cpnrd.org; Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; robert_harms@fws.gov; 
robertm@llnrd.org; rtrudell@santeedakota.org; steve.chick@ne.usda.gov; 
thowe@ponca.com; todd.crawford@mail.house.gov; tpetr@loup.com; 
vwills@pawneenation.org; Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov

Cc: Angel Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, Pat; Frame, 
Gail; Grennan, Dennis E.; Hunt, George; Madson, Michael J.; Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa 
(Omaha); Sigler, Bill; Thompson, Wendy; Waldow, George; White, Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District . FERC Relicensing: Study Progress Report Available

For your information, Loup Power District has submitted the second quarterly study progress report to FERC and it has 

been posted to the project website: 

 

http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/documents.html 

 

Thank you. 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114.4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Cell: 402.689.5187| Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2010 1:16 PM
To: Frame, Gail; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Fitzsimmons, Ellen; Thompson, Wendy
Subject: FW: Angling Access

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Gail – please add to the DB 
Wendy – please file on PW 
 
Quinn & Ellen – FYI for the recreation study.   
 
 

From: Neal Suess [mailto:nsuess@loup.com]  

Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2010 9:55 AM 
To: m kush 

Subject: RE: Angling Access 

 

Mitch: 

  

As you may know, Loup Power District is currently in the process of relicensing its entire hydroelectric project, 

including both powerhouses and the canal.  As part of that process, the District is studying recreation use along 

the canal and the extent that use is meeting the demand of the area.  The study will be conducted during 2010 and 

we will then be sitting down with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, the governing agency who oversees 

the powerhouses and canal, the Nebraska Game and Park Commission, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

and the National Park Service to determine what further steps may need to be taken as a result of the studies 

conducted.  You can keep abreast of the updates by reviewing our relicensing website at 

http://www.loup.com/relicense/index.html.  This website is update frequently with information about the process.  

You can also submit comments and contact us via this website.  We will take your thoughts into account as we 

perform our studies and move forward with our relicensing efforts. 

  

Thank you for your concerns. 

  

Neal Suess, P.E. 

Loup Power District 

P.O. Box 988 (2404 15th Street) 

Columbus, NE 68602;0988 

Phone: 402;564;3171 

Fax: 402;564;0970 

Cell: 402;910;8979 

E;Mail: nsuess@loup.com 

  

 

From: m kush [mailto:mkush@neb.rr.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, March 10, 2010 10:07 PM 

To: Neal Suess 
Subject: Angling Access 
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Neal, 
 
I would like to know if you would ever entertain the idea of enhancing angler access and habitat at Lake North, 
Babcock Lake, and/or portions of the canal?  Part of this could include rock jetties, fishing piers, underwater 
habitat such as sunken trees, and possibly some dredging along the camping areas at Babcock Lake, etc... 
 
If so, I would like to contact the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission (NGPC) to discuss possible funding 
options that could be presented to you for further consideration. 
 
Aside from my own selfish angling motives, I believe it would be a well used resource, especially during trying 
economic times such as we are experiencing now.  I also believe that a wide variety of amenities only 
enhances a community’s image and comfort.  Loup Power District has been very generous with their 
recreational areas, and I would like to help improve upon what is already available. 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Mitch Kush 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Mark Ivy [Mark.Ivy@ferc.gov]
Sent: Monday, April 05, 2010 3:21 PM
To: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Kim Nguyen
Cc: Neal Suess; Ziola; frear; Damgaard, Quinn V.
Subject: RE: Loup River Hydroelectric Project No. 1256 6 Bypass Reach Survey Notes

Lisa, 
 
Thank you for providing me with the opportunity to review your summary of our recent conference call.  Kim is out of the 
office for a week and thus will not be able to provide comments until she returns. 
 
I would like to make the following clarifications: 
 
            1) Loup Lands WMA 

The species listed for wildlife watching were meant as examples only, not to imply that they are found at 
the site.  Since the occurrence of watchable wildlife species within the WMA has not documented,  it may 
be helpful to contact local bird watching or nature study groups.  

 
            2) Bypass Reach Survey Methods 

At Looking Glass Creek WMA it appears from Google Earth that the access road is adjacent to the Loup 
River.  If field work proves this to be accurate, it seems to be a logical place for the public to access the 
river. 

 
Another protocol question that was posed was: What would happen if the survey team ran out of time 
before sampling all of the access points on a given survey day (Thinking about the days when surveying 
does not begin until 3:30 pm) 
 
The question was also raised as to whether the data gathered would be extrapolated to cover the months 
not sampled. 

 
Best, 
 
Mark 

Mark Ivy, PhD  

Outdoor Recreation Planner  
Division of Hydropower Licensing  

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission  

888 First Street NE  

Washington, DC 20426  

202.502.6156  

202.219.2152 (fax)  

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha) [mailto:Lisa.Richardson@hdrinc.com]  

Sent: Monday, April 05, 2010 3:49 PM 
To: Kim Nguyen; Mark Ivy 

Cc: Neal Suess; Ziola; frear; Damgaard, Quinn V. 

Subject: Loup River Hydroelectric Project No. 1256 7 Bypass Reach Survey Notes 

 

Kim and Mark, 
 
Attached are notes from our conference call on April 1, 2010 to discuss the Bypass Reach Survey.  Please let me know if 
you have any questions or comments. 
 
Lisa 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Monday, May 24, 2010 4:45 PM
To: frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; john.bender@nebraska.gov; jeff_runge@fws.gov; 

robert_harms@fws.gov; barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; abaum@upperloupnrd.org; 
randy_thoreson@nps.gov; bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov; jean.angell@nebraska.gov; 
mkuzila1@unl.edu; david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; 
steve.chick@ne.usda.gov; pcclerk@megavision.com; cityadmin@cablene.com; 
ncpza@hamilton.net; rbishop@cpnrd.org; jwinkler@papionrd.org; lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; 
jmangi@columbusne.us; cgenoa@cablene.com; monroe@megavision.com; 
calms@neb.rr.com; danno@nohva.com; mbrown9@unl.edu; rtrudell@santeedakota.org; 
jblackhawk@aol.com; vwills@pawneenation.org; jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov; 
prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; msittler@lpsnrd.org; butchk@nctc.net; robertm@llnrd.org; 
jmsunne@nppd.com; jalexand@usgs.gov; jjshadl@nppd.com; cothern.joe@epa.gov; 
justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; 
kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; jeddins@achp.gov; kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; 
peggy.harding@ferc.gov; Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; 
djjarecke@clarkswb.net; al.berndt@nebraska.gov; astuthman@leg.ne.gov; 
ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; adubas@leg.ne.gov; 
chairmanrhodd@ponca.com; asheridan@omahatribe.com; don_simpson@blm.gov; 
mark.ivy@ferc.gov; nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; david.turner@ferc.gov; 
marvp@megavision.com; lewrightjr@gmail.com; thowe@ponca.com; 
zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov; julias@poncatribe.ne.org; 
todd.crawford@mail.house.gov; louis.pofahl@mail.house.gov; 
emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov; deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov; 
patricia.leppert@ferc.gov; frank.winchell@ferc.gov; tpetr@loup.com; mike.black@bia.gov; 
janet.hutzel@ferc.gov

Cc: Angel Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, Pat; Frame, 
Gail; Grennan, Dennis E.; Hunt, George; Madson, Michael J.; Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa 
(Omaha); Sigler, Bill; Thompson, Wendy; Waldow, George; White, Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District . FERC Relicensing: Study Progress Report Available

For your information, Loup Power District has submitted the third quarterly study progress report to FERC and it has 

been posted to the project website: 

 

http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/documents.html 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114.4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Friday, August 06, 2010 3:12 PM
To: frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; john.bender@nebraska.gov; jeff_runge@fws.gov; 

robert_harms@fws.gov; barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; abaum@upperloupnrd.org; 
randy_thoreson@nps.gov; bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov; mkuzila1@unl.edu; 
david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; steve.chick@ne.usda.gov; 
pcclerk@megavision.com; cityadmin@cablene.com; ncpza@hamilton.net; 
rbishop@cpnrd.org; jwinkler@papionrd.org; lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; jmangi@columbusne.us; 
cgenoa@cablene.com; monroe@megavision.com; calms@neb.rr.com; danno@nohva.com; 
mbrown9@unl.edu; rtrudell@santeedakota.org; jblackhawk@aol.com; 
vwills@pawneenation.org; bdunnigan@dnr.ne.gov; msittler@lpsnrd.org; butchk@nctc.net; 
robertm@llnrd.org; jmsunne@nppd.com; jalexand@usgs.gov; jjshadl@nppd.com; 
cothern.joe@epa.gov; justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; 
kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; 
Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; jeddins@achp.gov; kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; 
peggy.harding@ferc.gov; djjarecke@clarkswb.net; al.berndt@nebraska.gov; 
astuthman@leg.ne.gov; ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; adubas@leg.ne.gov; 
chairmanrhodd@ponca.com; asheridan@omahatribe.com; don_simpson@blm.gov; 
nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov; prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; 
marvp@megavision.com; lewrightjr@gmail.com; thowe@ponca.com; 
zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov; julias@poncatribe/ne.org; 
todd.crawford@mail.house.gov; louis/pofahl@mail.house.gov; 
emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov; deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov; tpetr@loup.com; 
mike.black@bia.gov; janet.hutzel@ferc.gov; isis.johnson@ferc.gov; lee.emery@ferc.gov; 
paul.makowski@ferc.gov

Cc: Angel Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, Pat; Frame, 
Gail; Grennan, Dennis E.; Hunt, George; Madson, Michael J.; Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa 
(Omaha); Sigler, Bill; Thompson, Wendy; Waldow, George; White, Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District / FERC Relicensing: Study Report and Study Results Meeting

Relicensing Participants: 

 

This e-mail is to remind you of the Initial Study Results meeting scheduled for September 9
th

 at the New World Inn, 265 

33
rd

 Ave, Columbus, Nebraska.  Please RSVP to Angell Robak at arobak@loup.com or (402) 564-3171, ext. 275. 

 

For those not able to attend in person, but wishing to do so via conference call, meeting materials will be posted to: 

http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/agencymeetingsresources.html in advance of the meeting (by end of day 9/8/10). 

Dial-in information is as follows: 

 

1-866-994-6437 

Passcode: 4023994909 

 

On August 26, 2010, the District will be submitting the Initial Study Report (ISR) to FERC, it will also be posted on the 

website at http://www.loup.com/relicense (link). This report will include study reports for the following completed 

studies:  

 

1 – Sedimentation 

7 – Fish Passage 

10 – Land Use Inventory 

 

Additionally, the ISR will provide a progress summary for the other reports. 

 

Please come ready to discuss; we have a lot of material to cover and will start promptly at 8:30 AM.   
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Please bring your own copy of the Initial Study Report. It can be found online after 8/26/10. 

 

We look forward to seeing you on September 9
th

. 

 

 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114/4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Sent: Wednesday, August 11, 2010 12:08 PM
To: Jeff_Runge@fws.gov; Pillard, Matt
Cc: abaum@upperloupnrd.org; adubas@leg.ne.gov; al.berndt@nebraska.gov; Angel Robak; 

asheridan@omahatribe.com; astuthman@leg.ne.gov; barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; 
bdunnigan@dnr.ne.gov; Sigler, Bill; bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; 
bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov; butchk@nctc.net; calms@neb.rr.com; 
cgenoa@cablene.com; chairmanrhodd@ponca.com; cityadmin@cablene.com; 
clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; cothern.joe@epa.gov; danno@nohva.com; 
david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov; Grennan, Dennis E.; 
djjarecke@clarkswb.net; don_simpson@blm.gov; emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov; 
frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; Frame, Gail; Hunt, George; Waldow, George; 
isis.johnson@ferc.gov; jalexand@usgs.gov; janet.hutzel@ferc.gov; jblackhawk@aol.com; 
jeddins@achp.gov; Jim Frear; jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov; jjshadl@nppd.com; 
jmangi@columbusne.us; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; jmsunne@nppd.com; 
john.bender@nebraska.gov; julias@poncatribe6ne.org; justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; 
jwinkler@papionrd.org; kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; 
ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; lee.emery@ferc.gov; lewrightjr@gmail.com; louis6
pofahl@mail.house.gov; lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; marvp@megavision.com; Pillard, Matt; mbrown9
@unl.edu; mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; Madson, Michael J.; mike.black@bia.gov; mkuzila1
@unl.edu; monroe@megavision.com; msittler@lpsnrd.org; ncpza@hamilton.net; 
nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; Neil Suess; Engelbert, Pat; paul.makowski@ferc.gov; 
pcclerk@megavision.com; peggy.harding@ferc.gov; prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; Damgaard, 
Quinn V.; randy_thoreson@nps.gov; rbishop@cpnrd.org; robertm@llnrd.org; 
Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; robert_harms@fws.gov; rtrudell@santeedakota.org; Ron 
Ziola; White, Stephanie; steve.chick@ne.usda.gov; thowe@ponca.com; 
todd.crawford@mail.house.gov; tpetr@loup.com; vwills@pawneenation.org; Thompson, 
Wendy; Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov

Subject: RE: Loup Power District 6 FERC Relicensing: Study Report and Study Results Meeting

Jeff, 
 
The fish tissue sampling results will be included in our August 26

th
 Initial Study Report and will be presented and 

discussed at the meeting scheduled for September 9
th
.   

 
If you have any additional questions, please feel free to give me a call. 
 
Lisa 

Lisa M. Richardson, P.E. 
Professional Associate 

HDR  One Company | Many Solutions 
8404 Indian Hills Drive 
Omaha, NE  6811464049 
Phone: 402.926.7026 
Cell:  402.618.9865 
Fax: 402.399.1111 
 
 

From: Jeff_Runge@fws.gov [mailto:Jeff_Runge@fws.gov]  

Sent: Wednesday, August 11, 2010 10:30 AM 

To: Pillard, Matt 
Cc: abaum@upperloupnrd.org; adubas@leg.ne.gov; al.berndt@nebraska.gov; Angel Robak; asheridan@omahatribe.com; 

astuthman@leg.ne.gov; barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; bdunnigan@dnr.ne.gov; Sigler, Bill; 

bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov; butchk@nctc.net; calms@neb.rr.com; 
cgenoa@cablene.com; chairmanrhodd@ponca.com; cityadmin@cablene.com; clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; 
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cothern.joe@epa.gov; danno@nohva.com; david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov; Grennan, Dennis 

E.; djjarecke@clarkswb.net; don_simpson@blm.gov; emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov; 
frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; Frame, Gail; Hunt, George; Waldow, George; isis.johnson@ferc.gov; jalexand@usgs.gov; 

janet.hutzel@ferc.gov; jblackhawk@aol.com; jeddins@achp.gov; Jim Frear; jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov; 
jjshadl@nppd.com; jmangi@columbusne.us; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; jmsunne@nppd.com; john.bender@nebraska.gov; 

julias@poncatribe4ne.org; justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; jwinkler@papionrd.org; kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; 

kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; lee.emery@ferc.gov; lewrightjr@gmail.com; Richardson, Lisa 
(Omaha); louis4pofahl@mail.house.gov; lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; marvp@megavision.com; Pillard, Matt; mbrown9@unl.edu; 

mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; Madson, Michael J.; mike.black@bia.gov; mkuzila1@unl.edu; monroe@megavision.com; 
msittler@lpsnrd.org; ncpza@hamilton.net; nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; Neil Suess; Engelbert, Pat; 

paul.makowski@ferc.gov; pcclerk@megavision.com; peggy.harding@ferc.gov; prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; Damgaard, 
Quinn V.; randy_thoreson@nps.gov; rbishop@cpnrd.org; robertm@llnrd.org; Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; 

robert_harms@fws.gov; rtrudell@santeedakota.org; Ron Ziola; White, Stephanie; steve.chick@ne.usda.gov; 

thowe@ponca.com; todd.crawford@mail.house.gov; tpetr@loup.com; vwills@pawneenation.org; Thompson, Wendy; 
Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov 

Subject: Re: Loup Power District 4 FERC Relicensing: Study Report and Study Results Meeting 

 

Matt, 

 

I have read the Loup Power District May 24, 2010, progress report where initial study results will be 

separated into two meetings. PCBs were not identified as a discussion topic for either of the two 

meetings. I have included PCB section from FERC's Study Plan Determination where fish tissue results 

would be a part of the Initial Study Report. Any insight as to time frames for fish tissue results and 

discussion would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Jeff Runge 

 

 

******************************* 

Jeff Runge 

Fish and Wildlife Biologist 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

203 W. Second Street 

Grand Island, NE 68801 

(308) 38256468, Ext. 22 

(308) 37958553 Cell 

******************************** 

 

 

Sediment Sampling for PCB’s in the Loup Power Canal and Lake Babcock 
 

In its comments on the revised study plan, the FWS recommended that the District sample for polychlorinated 

biphenyls (PCB's) from fish tissue and sediments from Lake Babcock and the Loup Power Canal between 

Monroe and Columbus powerhouses. The District proposes to conduct fish tissue sampling in 2009 

cooperatively with the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality. One of the sample sites includes Lake 

Babcock, which is located in the affected reach mentioned by FWS. This information, along with the fish tissue 

sampling results presented in the PAD for the project area, will be sufficient for our analysis. The District shall 

report the results of this analysis in their Initial Study Report. 

 

The relevant issue for any licensing decision is whether any PCB mobilization caused by project operations 

affects fishery resources. To answer that question, it is most appropriate to first sample fish tissue for PCB's in 
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the potentially affected reach (i.e., Lake Babcock) to determine if PCB's are presently affecting fish, regardless 

of the source (e.g, project5induced mobilization of canal sediments versus upstream Loup River flows carrying 

PCB's from other sources). Should elevated fish PCB levels be found in the fish tissues, we may consider 

additional PCB monitoring in year 2. 

 

http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/documents/license/LFERC.090826.Study_Plan_Determination.pdf 
 

 

"Pillard, Matt" <Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com> 

"Pillard, Matt" 

<Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com>

08/06/10 03:12 PM 

To
 
"frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov" 

<frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov>, 

"john.bender@nebraska.gov" 

<john.bender@nebraska.gov>, "jeff_runge@fws.gov" 

<jeff_runge@fws.gov>, "robert_harms@fws.gov" 

<robert_harms@fws.gov>, 

"barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil" 

<barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil>, 

"abaum@upperloupnrd.org" 

<abaum@upperloupnrd.org>, 

"randy_thoreson@nps.gov" <randy_thoreson@nps.gov>, 

"bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov" 

<bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov>, "mkuzila1@unl.edu" 

<mkuzila1@unl.edu>, "david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov" 

<david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov>, "jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org" 

<jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org>, "steve.chick@ne.usda.gov" 

<steve.chick@ne.usda.gov>, 

"pcclerk@megavision.com" 

<pcclerk@megavision.com>, "cityadmin@cablene.com" 

<cityadmin@cablene.com>, "ncpza@hamilton.net" 

<ncpza@hamilton.net>, "rbishop@cpnrd.org" 

<rbishop@cpnrd.org>, "jwinkler@papionrd.org" 

<jwinkler@papionrd.org>, "lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org" 

<lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org>, "jmangi@columbusne.us" 

<jmangi@columbusne.us>, "cgenoa@cablene.com" 

<cgenoa@cablene.com>, "monroe@megavision.com" 

<monroe@megavision.com>, "calms@neb.rr.com" 

<calms@neb.rr.com>, "danno@nohva.com" 

<danno@nohva.com>, "mbrown9@unl.edu" 

<mbrown9@unl.edu>, "rtrudell@santeedakota.org" 

<rtrudell@santeedakota.org>, "jblackhawk@aol.com" 

<jblackhawk@aol.com>, "vwills@pawneenation.org" 

<vwills@pawneenation.org>, "bdunnigan@dnr.ne.gov" 

<bdunnigan@dnr.ne.gov>, "msittler@lpsnrd.org" 

<msittler@lpsnrd.org>, "butchk@nctc.net" 

<butchk@nctc.net>, "robertm@llnrd.org" 

<robertm@llnrd.org>, "jmsunne@nppd.com" 

<jmsunne@nppd.com>, "jalexand@usgs.gov" 

<jalexand@usgs.gov>, "jjshadl@nppd.com" 

<jjshadl@nppd.com>, "cothern.joe@epa.gov" 

<cothern.joe@epa.gov>, "justin.lavene@nebraska.gov" 

<justin.lavene@nebraska.gov>, 

"bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov" 

<bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov>, 

"kennyj@headwaterscorp.com" 

<kennyj@headwaterscorp.com>, 

"mferguson@gp.usbr.gov" <mferguson@gp.usbr.gov>, 

"Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov" 
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<Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov>, 

"Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov" 

<Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov>, "jeddins@achp.gov" 

<jeddins@achp.gov>, "kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov" 

<kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov>, "peggy.harding@ferc.gov" 

<peggy.harding@ferc.gov>, "djjarecke@clarkswb.net" 

<djjarecke@clarkswb.net>, "al.berndt@nebraska.gov" 

<al.berndt@nebraska.gov>, "astuthman@leg.ne.gov" 

<astuthman@leg.ne.gov>, "ksullivan@leg.ne.gov" 

<ksullivan@leg.ne.gov>, "clangemeier@leg.ne.gov" 

<clangemeier@leg.ne.gov>, "adubas@leg.ne.gov" 

<adubas@leg.ne.gov>, "chairmanrhodd@ponca.com" 

<chairmanrhodd@ponca.com>, 

"asheridan@omahatribe.com" 

<asheridan@omahatribe.com>, 

"don_simpson@blm.gov" <don_simpson@blm.gov>, 

"nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov" 

<nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov>, 

"jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov" 

<jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov>, 

"prescott.brownell@noaa.gov" 

<prescott.brownell@noaa.gov>, 

"marvp@megavision.com" <marvp@megavision.com>, 

"lewrightjr@gmail.com" <lewrightjr@gmail.com>, 

"thowe@ponca.com" <thowe@ponca.com>, 

"zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov" 

<zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov>, 

"julias@poncatribe5ne.org" <julias@poncatribe5ne.org>, 

"todd.crawford@mail.house.gov" 

<todd.crawford@mail.house.gov>, "louis5

pofahl@mail.house.gov" <louis5

pofahl@mail.house.gov>, 

"emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov" 

<emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov>, 

"deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov" 

<deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov>, "tpetr@loup.com" 

<tpetr@loup.com>, "mike.black@bia.gov" 

<mike.black@bia.gov>, "janet.hutzel@ferc.gov" 

<janet.hutzel@ferc.gov>, "isis.johnson@ferc.gov" 

<isis.johnson@ferc.gov>, "lee.emery@ferc.gov" 

<lee.emery@ferc.gov>, "paul.makowski@ferc.gov" 

<paul.makowski@ferc.gov> 

cc
 
Angel Robak <arobak@loup.com>, Jim Frear 

<jfrear@loup.com>, Neil Suess <nsuess@loup.com>, 

Ron Ziola <rziola@loup.com>, "Damgaard, Quinn V." 

<Quinn.Damgaard@hdrinc.com>, "Engelbert, Pat" 

<Pat.Engelbert@hdrinc.com>, "Frame, Gail" 

<Gail.Frame@hdrinc.com>, "Grennan, Dennis E." 

<Dennis.Grennan@hdrinc.com>, "Hunt, George" 

<George.Hunt@hdrinc.com>, "Madson, Michael J." 

<Michael.Madson@hdrinc.com>, "Pillard, Matt" 

<Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com>, "Richardson, Lisa 

(Omaha)" <Lisa.Richardson@hdrinc.com>, "Sigler, 

Bill" <Bill.Sigler@hdrinc.com>, "Thompson, Wendy" 

<Wendy.Thompson@hdrinc.com>, "Waldow, George" 

<George.Waldow@hdrinc.com>, "White, Stephanie" 

<Stephanie.White@hdrinc.com> 

Subject
 
Loup Power District 5 FERC Relicensing: Study Report 

and Study Results Meeting 
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Relicensing Participants: 

 

This e-mail is to remind you of the Initial Study Results meeting scheduled for September 9
th

 at the New World 

Inn, 265 33
rd

 Ave, Columbus, Nebraska. Please RSVP to Angell Robak at arobak@loup.com or (402) 564-3171, 

ext. 275. 

 

For those not able to attend in person, but wishing to do so via conference call, meeting materials will be 

posted to: http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/agencymeetingsresources.html in advance of the meeting 

(by end of day 9/8/10). Dial-in information is as follows: 

 

1-866-994-6437 

Passcode: 4023994909 

 

On August 26, 2010, the District will be submitting the Initial Study Report (ISR) to FERC, it will also be posted 

on the website at http://www.loup.com/relicense (link). This report will include study reports for the following 

completed studies:  

 

1 – Sedimentation 

7 – Fish Passage 

10 – Land Use Inventory 

 

Additionally, the ISR will provide a progress summary for the other reports. 

 

Please come ready to discuss; we have a lot of material to cover and will start promptly at 8:30 AM.  

 

Please bring your own copy of the Initial Study Report. It can be found online after 8/26/10. 

 

We look forward to seeing you on September 9
th

. 

 

 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 
HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 
8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114-4098  

Phone: 402.399.1186 | Fax: 402.399.1111  

Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  

 



 
 

August 26, 2010 
 
 
 
George Howell, President 
Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 470 
Pawnee, OK 74058 
 
 
RE: Loup River Hydroelectric Project 

Platte and Nance counties, Nebraska 
FERC Project No. 1256 
Docket No. P-1256-029 

 
 
Dear Mr. Howell: 
 
Loup River Public Power District (the District) is applying to the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) to relicense the Loup River Hydroelectric Project. The 
existing license was effective on December 1, 1982, for a term ending April 15, 2014. 
Loup Power District is utilizing the Integrated Licensing Process (ILP) for this 
relicensing effort.   
 
Relicensing the Project is a Federal undertaking by FERC, and Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (NHPA), requires Federal 
agencies to determine whether their undertakings have adverse effects on historic 
properties (any site, structure, or other property listed on or eligible for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places [NRHP]) and allow interested parties the 
opportunity to comment on decisions and actions that may affect historic properties.   
 
Pursuant to 18 CFR §5.11 and §5.13, the District prepared a study plan to gather the 
information needed to comply with Section 106 as part of Project Relicensing.  On 
August 26, 2009, FERC approved the District’s study (Study 11.0), as submitted in the 
Revised Study Plan on July 27, 2009.  The District has completed the Phase I/II 
Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation of the Project.  A copy of the report 
accompanies this letter. 
 



 
 
 
At this time we are seeking your input regarding the findings of the report and 
continuance of our dialogue towards Section 106 compliance.   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Michael Madson at HDR or me at (402) 564-3171 if 
you have any questions about the Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Neal Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
 
 
cc (without attachments):  

 Alice Alexander, Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma 
Lee Emery, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

  Janet Hutzel, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Ron Ziola, Loup Power District 

  Lisa Richardson, HDR 
  George Waldow, HDR 
  Michael Madson, HDR 
  
 
Attachments:   

(1) Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation 
 



 
 

August 26, 2010 
 
 
 
Larry Wright, Chairman 
Ponca Tribe of Nebraska 
P.O. Box 288 
Niobrara, NE 68760 
 
 
RE: Loup River Hydroelectric Project 

Platte and Nance counties, Nebraska 
FERC Project No. 1256 
Docket No. P-1256-029 

 
 
Dear Mr. Wright: 
 
Loup River Public Power District (the District) is applying to the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) to relicense the Loup River Hydroelectric Project. The 
existing license was effective on December 1, 1982, for a term ending April 15, 2014. 
Loup Power District is utilizing the Integrated Licensing Process (ILP) for this 
relicensing effort.   
 
Relicensing the Project is a Federal undertaking by FERC, and Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (NHPA), requires Federal 
agencies to determine whether their undertakings have adverse effects on historic 
properties (any site, structure, or other property listed on or eligible for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places [NRHP]) and allow interested parties the 
opportunity to comment on decisions and actions that may affect historic properties.   
 
Pursuant to 18 CFR §5.11 and §5.13, the District prepared a study plan to gather the 
information needed to comply with Section 106 as part of Project Relicensing.  On 
August 26, 2009, FERC approved the District’s study (Study 11.0), as submitted in the 
Revised Study Plan on July 27, 2009.  The District has completed the Phase I/II 
Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation of the Project.  A copy of the report 
accompanies this letter. 
 



 
 
 
At this time we are seeking your input regarding the findings of the report and 
continuance of our dialogue towards Section 106 compliance.   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Michael Madson at HDR or me at (402) 564-3171 if 
you have any questions about the Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Neal Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
 
 
cc (without attachments): 

 Gary Robinette, Ponca Tribe of Nebraska 
Lee Emery, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

  Janet Hutzel, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Ron Ziola, Loup Power District 

  Lisa Richardson, HDR 
  George Waldow, HDR 
  Michael Madson, HDR 
 
 
Attachments:   

(1) Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation 
 



 
 

August 26, 2010 
 
 
 
Douglas Rhodd, Chairman 
Ponca Tribe of Oklahoma 
20 White Eagle Drive 
Ponca City, OK 74601 
 
 
RE: Loup River Hydroelectric Project 

Platte and Nance counties, Nebraska 
FERC Project No. 1256 
Docket No. P-1256-029 

 
 
Dear Mr. Rhodd: 
 
Loup River Public Power District (the District) is applying to the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) to relicense the Loup River Hydroelectric Project. The 
existing license was effective on December 1, 1982, for a term ending April 15, 2014. 
Loup Power District is utilizing the Integrated Licensing Process (ILP) for this 
relicensing effort.   
 
Relicensing the Project is a Federal undertaking by FERC, and Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (NHPA), requires Federal 
agencies to determine whether their undertakings have adverse effects on historic 
properties (any site, structure, or other property listed on or eligible for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places [NRHP]) and allow interested parties the 
opportunity to comment on decisions and actions that may affect historic properties.   
 
Pursuant to 18 CFR §5.11 and §5.13, the District prepared a study plan to gather the 
information needed to comply with Section 106 as part of Project Relicensing.  On 
August 26, 2009, FERC approved the District’s study (Study 11.0), as submitted in the 
Revised Study Plan on July 27, 2009.  The District has completed the Phase I/II 
Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation of the Project.  A copy of the report 
accompanies this letter. 
 



 
 
 
At this time we are seeking your input regarding the findings of the report and 
continuance of our dialogue towards Section 106 compliance.   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Michael Madson at HDR or me at (402) 564-3171 if 
you have any questions about the Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Neal Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
 
 
cc (without attachments): 

 Trey Howe, Ponca Tribe of Oklahoma 
Lee Emery, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

  Janet Hutzel, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Ron Ziola, Loup Power District 

  Lisa Richardson, HDR 
  George Waldow, HDR 
  Michael Madson, HDR 
  
 
Attachments:   

(1) Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation 
 



 
 

August 26, 2010 
 
 
 
Roger Trudell, Chairman 
Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska 
108 Spirit Lake Ave W 
Niobrara, NE 68760 
 
 
RE: Loup River Hydroelectric Project 

Platte and Nance counties, Nebraska 
FERC Project No. 1256 
Docket No. P-1256-029 

 
 
Dear Mr. Trudell: 
 
Loup River Public Power District (the District) is applying to the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) to relicense the Loup River Hydroelectric Project. The 
existing license was effective on December 1, 1982, for a term ending April 15, 2014. 
Loup Power District is utilizing the Integrated Licensing Process (ILP) for this 
relicensing effort.   
 
Relicensing the Project is a Federal undertaking by FERC, and Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (NHPA), requires Federal 
agencies to determine whether their undertakings have adverse effects on historic 
properties (any site, structure, or other property listed on or eligible for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places [NRHP]) and allow interested parties the 
opportunity to comment on decisions and actions that may affect historic properties.   
 
Pursuant to 18 CFR §5.11 and §5.13, the District prepared a study plan to gather the 
information needed to comply with Section 106 as part of Project Relicensing.  On 
August 26, 2009, FERC approved the District’s study (Study 11.0), as submitted in the 
Revised Study Plan on July 27, 2009.  The District has completed the Phase I/II 
Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation of the Project.  A copy of the report 
accompanies this letter. 
 



 
 
 
At this time we are seeking your input regarding the findings of the report and 
continuance of our dialogue towards Section 106 compliance.   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Michael Madson at HDR or me at (402) 564-3171 if 
you have any questions about the Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Neal Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
 
 
cc (without attachments): 

 Thelma Thomas, Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska  
Lee Emery, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

  Janet Hutzel, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Ron Ziola, Loup Power District 

  Lisa Richardson, HDR 
  George Waldow, HDR 
  Michael Madson, HDR 
 
 
Attachments:   

(1) Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation 
 



 
 

August 26, 2010 
 
 
 
Amen Sheridan, Chairman 
Omaha Tribe of Nebraska 
P.O. Box 368 
Macy, NE 68039 
 
 
RE: Loup River Hydroelectric Project 

Platte and Nance counties, Nebraska 
FERC Project No. 1256 
Docket No. P-1256-029 

 
 
Dear Mr. Sheridan: 
 
Loup River Public Power District (the District) is applying to the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) to relicense the Loup River Hydroelectric Project. The 
existing license was effective on December 1, 1982, for a term ending April 15, 2014. 
Loup Power District is utilizing the Integrated Licensing Process (ILP) for this 
relicensing effort.   
 
Relicensing the Project is a Federal undertaking by FERC, and Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (NHPA), requires Federal 
agencies to determine whether their undertakings have adverse effects on historic 
properties (any site, structure, or other property listed on or eligible for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places [NRHP]) and allow interested parties the 
opportunity to comment on decisions and actions that may affect historic properties.   
 
Pursuant to 18 CFR §5.11 and §5.13, the District prepared a study plan to gather the 
information needed to comply with Section 106 as part of Project Relicensing.  On 
August 26, 2009, FERC approved the District’s study (Study 11.0), as submitted in the 
Revised Study Plan on July 27, 2009.  The District has completed the Phase I/II 
Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation of the Project.  A copy of the report 
accompanies this letter. 
 



 
 
 
At this time we are seeking your input regarding the findings of the report and 
continuance of our dialogue towards Section 106 compliance.   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Michael Madson at HDR or me at (402) 564-3171 if 
you have any questions about the Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Neal Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
 
 
cc (without attachments):  

  Antoine A. Provost, Omaha Tribe of Nebraska 
Lee Emery, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

  Janet Hutzel, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Ron Ziola, Loup Power District 

  Lisa Richardson, HDR 
  George Waldow, HDR 
  Michael Madson, HDR 
 
 
Attachments:   

(1) Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation 
 



 
 
August 26, 2010 
 
Mr. Robert Puschendorf 
State Historic Preservation Office 
1500 R Street 
P.O. Box 82554 
Lincoln, NE 68501-2554 
 
Re: HP#0804-127-01 

Loup River Hydroelectric Project Relicensing 
Historic Building Inventory and Evaluation 
Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation 

 FERC Project No. 1256; Docket No. 1256-029 
 
Dear Mr. Puschendorf: 
 
Loup River Public Power District (the District) is applying to the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) to relicense the Loup River Hydroelectric Project. The existing license was 
effective on December 1, 1982, for a term ending April 15, 2014. The District is utilizing the 
Integrated Licensing Process (ILP) for this relicensing effort.  
 
Relicensing the Project is a Federal undertaking by FERC, and Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (NHPA), requires Federal agencies to determine 
whether their undertakings have adverse effects on historic properties (any site, structure, or other 
property listed on or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places [NRHP]) and 
allow interested parties the opportunity to comment on decisions and actions that may affect 
historic properties.   
 
Pursuant to 18 CFR §5.11 and §5.13 the District prepared the Revised Study Plan (RSP) 
identifying studies needed for relicensing.  The RSP included Study 11.0 – Section 106 
Compliance.  This plan was coordinated with your office and approved by FERC on 
August 26, 2009.  Study 11.0 – Section 106 Compliance, includes the following six elements: 

• Phase IA Archaeological Overview  
• Phase I Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation 
• Ethnographic Documentation 
• Historic District Inventory and Evaluation 
• Historic Properties Management Plan 
• Executed Programmatic Agreement 

 
The Phase IA Archaeological Overview was submitted to your office in October 2009 and your 
office concurred with the findings.   
 
The District has now completed the Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation and the 
Historic Buildings Inventory and Evaluation.  Copies of these reports accompany this letter.  



At this time we are seeking concurrence from your office regarding the findings of the Phase I/II 
Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation and the Historic Buildings Inventory and Evaluation and 
would like to further our dialogue towards development of the Historic Properties Management 
Plan and Programmatic Agreement to achieve Section 106 compliance.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Mike Madson (HDR) at (763) 278-5921 or me at (402) 564-3171 
if you have any questions about these reports. We look forward to working with your office 
throughout the relicensing effort and beyond. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Neal Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
 
 
cc (without attachments):  

Lee Emery, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
 Janet Hutzel, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
 Ron Ziola, Loup Power District 
 Lisa Richardson, HDR 
 George Waldow, HDR 
 Joe Trnka, HDR 

Michael Madson, HDR 
 
Attachments:   

(1) Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation 
(2) Historic Buildings Inventory and Evaluation 

 
 

 



 
 

August 26, 2010 
 
 
 
Ansley Griffin, Chairman 
Omaha Tribal Council 
Omaha Tribe of Nebraska 
P.O. Box 368 
Macy, NE 68039 
 
 
RE: Loup River Hydroelectric Project 

Platte and Nance counties, Nebraska 
FERC Project No. 1256 
Docket No. P-1256-029 

 
 
Dear Mr. Griffin: 
 
Loup River Public Power District (the District) is applying to the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) to relicense the Loup River Hydroelectric Project. The 
existing license was effective on December 1, 1982, for a term ending April 15, 2014. 
Loup Power District is utilizing the Integrated Licensing Process (ILP) for this 
relicensing effort.   
 
Relicensing the Project is a Federal undertaking by FERC, and Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (NHPA), requires Federal 
agencies to determine whether their undertakings have adverse effects on historic 
properties (any site, structure, or other property listed on or eligible for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places [NRHP]) and allow interested parties the 
opportunity to comment on decisions and actions that may affect historic properties.   
 
Pursuant to 18 CFR §5.11 and §5.13, the District prepared a study plan to gather the 
information needed to comply with Section 106 as part of Project Relicensing.  On 
August 26, 2009, FERC approved the District’s study (Study 11.0), as submitted in the 
Revised Study Plan on July 27, 2009.  The District has completed the Phase I/II 
Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation of the Project.  A copy of the report 
accompanies this letter. 
 



 
 
 
At this time we are seeking your input regarding the findings of the report and 
continuance of our dialogue towards Section 106 compliance.   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Michael Madson at HDR or me at (402) 564-3171 if 
you have any questions about the Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Neal Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
 
 
cc: Lee Emery, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
  Janet Hutzel, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
  Ron Ziola, Loup Power District 
  Lisa Richardson, HDR 
  George Waldow, HDR 
  Michael Madson, HDR 
 
Attachments:   

(1) Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Friday, August 27, 2010 8:03 AM
To: frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; john.bender@nebraska.gov; jeff_runge@fws.gov; 

robert_harms@fws.gov; barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; abaum@upperloupnrd.org; 
randy_thoreson@nps.gov; bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov; mkuzila1@unl.edu; 
david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; steve.chick@ne.usda.gov; 
pcclerk@megavision.com; cityadmin@cablene.com; ncpza@hamilton.net; 
rbishop@cpnrd.org; jwinkler@papionrd.org; lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; jmangi@columbusne.us; 
cgenoa@cablene.com; monroe@megavision.com; calms@neb.rr.com; danno@nohva.com; 
mbrown9@unl.edu; rtrudell@santeedakota.org; jblackhawk@aol.com; 
vwills@pawneenation.org; Brian.Dunnigan@nebraska.gov; msittler@lpsnrd.org; 
butchk@nctc.net; robertm@llnrd.org; jmsunne@nppd.com; jalexand@usgs.gov; 
jjshadl@nppd.com; cothern.joe@epa.gov; justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; 
bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; 
Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; jeddins@achp.gov; 
kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; peggy.harding@ferc.gov; djjarecke@clarkswb.net; 
al.berndt@nebraska.gov; astuthman@leg.ne.gov; ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; 
clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; adubas@leg.ne.gov; chairmanrhodd@ponca.com; 
asheridan@omahatribe.com; don_simpson@blm.gov; nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; 
jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov; prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; marvp@megavision.com; 
lewrightjr@gmail.com; thowe@ponca.com; zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov; 
julias@poncatribe2ne.org; todd.crawford@mail.house.gov; louis2pofahl@mail.house.gov; 
emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov; deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov; tpetr@loup.com; 
mike.black@bia.gov; janet.hutzel@ferc.gov; isis.johnson@ferc.gov; lee.emery@ferc.gov; 
paul.makowski@ferc.gov

Cc: Angel Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, Pat; Frame, 
Gail; Grennan, Dennis E.; Hunt, George; Madson, Michael J.; Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa 
(Omaha); Sigler, Bill; Thompson, Wendy; Waldow, George; White, Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District 2 FERC Relicensing: Initial Study Report Filing and Study Results Meeting

Relicensing Participants: 
 
Loup Power District has electronically filed its Initial Study Report (ISR) with FERC. The report is available on FERC’s e2
library and on the District’s relicensing website:  http://www.loup.com/relicense/.   
 
The ISR includes study reports for the following completed studies:  
 
 1 – Sedimentation 
 7 – Fish Passage 
 8 – Interim Recreation Telephone Survey 
10 – Land Use Inventory 
 
Additionally, the ISR provides a progress summary for the other studies. 
 
The District will hold the Initial Study Results meeting on September 9

th
 at the New World Inn, 265 33

rd
 Ave, Columbus, 

Nebraska.  Please RSVP to Angell Robak at arobak@loup.com or (402) 56423171, ext. 275. 
 
For those not able to attend in person, but wishing to do so via conference call, meeting materials will be posted to: 
http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/agencymeetingsresources.html in advance of the meeting (by end of day 9/8/10). Dial2
in information is as follows: 
 
12866299426437 
Passcode: 4023994909 
 
Please bring your own copy of the Initial Study Report and come ready to discuss; we have a lot of material to cover and 
will start promptly at 8:30 AM.   
 
We look forward to seeing you on September 9

th
. 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Wednesday, September 08, 2010 2:19 PM
To: frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; john.bender@nebraska.gov; jeff_runge@fws.gov; 

robert_harms@fws.gov; barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; abaum@upperloupnrd.org; 
randy_thoreson@nps.gov; bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov; mkuzila1@unl.edu; 
david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; steve.chick@ne.usda.gov; 
pcclerk@megavision.com; cityadmin@cablene.com; ncpza@hamilton.net; 
rbishop@cpnrd.org; jwinkler@papionrd.org; lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; jmangi@columbusne.us; 
cgenoa@cablene.com; monroe@megavision.com; calms@neb.rr.com; danno@nohva.com; 
mbrown9@unl.edu; rtrudell@santeedakota.org; jblackhawk@aol.com; 
vwills@pawneenation.org; bdunnigan@dnr.ne.gov; msittler@lpsnrd.org; butchk@nctc.net; 
robertm@llnrd.org; jmsunne@nppd.com; jalexand@usgs.gov; jjshadl@nppd.com; 
cothern.joe@epa.gov; justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; 
kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; 
Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; jeddins@achp.gov; kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; 
peggy.harding@ferc.gov; djjarecke@clarkswb.net; al.berndt@nebraska.gov; 
astuthman@leg.ne.gov; ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; adubas@leg.ne.gov; 
chairmanrhodd@ponca.com; asheridan@omahatribe.com; don_simpson@blm.gov; 
nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov; prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; 
marvp@megavision.com; lewrightjr@gmail.com; thowe@ponca.com; 
zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov; julias@poncatribe-ne.org; 
todd.crawford@mail.house.gov; louis-pofahl@mail.house.gov; 
emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov; deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov; tpetr@loup.com; 
mike.black@bia.gov; janet.hutzel@ferc.gov; isis.johnson@ferc.gov; lee.emery@ferc.gov; 
paul.makowski@ferc.gov

Cc: Angel Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, Pat; Frame, 
Gail; Grennan, Dennis E.; Hunt, George; Madson, Michael J.; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); 
Sigler, Bill; Thompson, Wendy; Waldow, George; White, Stephanie

Subject: RE: Loup Power District - FERC Relicensing: Study Report and Study Results Meeting

Relicensing Participants: 
 

The presentation for tomorrow's Initial Study Report meeting is now available on 
www.loup.com\relicense. Call in instructions can also be found there (and below). 

 
Thank you. 

 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114-4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  

  

 

 

 

 

From: Pillard, Matt  

Sent: Friday, August 06, 2010 3:12 PM 
To: frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; john.bender@nebraska.gov; jeff_runge@fws.gov; robert_harms@fws.gov; 
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barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; abaum@upperloupnrd.org; randy_thoreson@nps.gov; 

bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov; mkuzila1@unl.edu; david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; 
steve.chick@ne.usda.gov; pcclerk@megavision.com; cityadmin@cablene.com; ncpza@hamilton.net; rbishop@cpnrd.org; 

jwinkler@papionrd.org; lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; jmangi@columbusne.us; cgenoa@cablene.com; monroe@megavision.com; 
calms@neb.rr.com; danno@nohva.com; mbrown9@unl.edu; rtrudell@santeedakota.org; jblackhawk@aol.com; 

vwills@pawneenation.org; bdunnigan@dnr.ne.gov; msittler@lpsnrd.org; butchk@nctc.net; robertm@llnrd.org; 

jmsunne@nppd.com; jalexand@usgs.gov; jjshadl@nppd.com; cothern.joe@epa.gov; justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; 
bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; 

Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; jeddins@achp.gov; kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; peggy.harding@ferc.gov; 
djjarecke@clarkswb.net; al.berndt@nebraska.gov; astuthman@leg.ne.gov; ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; 

clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; adubas@leg.ne.gov; chairmanrhodd@ponca.com; asheridan@omahatribe.com; 
don_simpson@blm.gov; nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov; prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; 

marvp@megavision.com; lewrightjr@gmail.com; thowe@ponca.com; zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov; 

julias@poncatribe/ne.org; todd.crawford@mail.house.gov; louis/pofahl@mail.house.gov; 
emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov; deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov; tpetr@loup.com; mike.black@bia.gov; 

janet.hutzel@ferc.gov; isis.johnson@ferc.gov; lee.emery@ferc.gov; paul.makowski@ferc.gov 
Cc: Angel Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, Pat; Frame, Gail; Grennan, Dennis E.; 

Hunt, George; Madson, Michael J.; Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Sigler, Bill; Thompson, Wendy; Waldow, 

George; White, Stephanie 
Subject: Loup Power District / FERC Relicensing: Study Report and Study Results Meeting 

 

Relicensing Participants: 

 

This e-mail is to remind you of the Initial Study Results meeting scheduled for September 9
th

 at the New World Inn, 265 

33
rd

 Ave, Columbus, Nebraska.  Please RSVP to Angell Robak at arobak@loup.com or (402) 564-3171, ext. 275. 

 

For those not able to attend in person, but wishing to do so via conference call, meeting materials will be posted to: 

http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/agencymeetingsresources.html in advance of the meeting (by end of day 9/8/10). 

Dial-in information is as follows: 

 

1-866-994-6437 

Passcode: 4023994909 

 

On August 26, 2010, the District will be submitting the Initial Study Report (ISR) to FERC, it will also be posted on the 

website at http://www.loup.com/relicense (link). This report will include study reports for the following completed 

studies:  

 

1 – Sedimentation 

7 – Fish Passage 

10 – Land Use Inventory 

 

Additionally, the ISR will provide a progress summary for the other reports. 

 

Please come ready to discuss; we have a lot of material to cover and will start promptly at 8:30 AM.   

 

Please bring your own copy of the Initial Study Report. It can be found online after 8/26/10. 

 

We look forward to seeing you on September 9
th

. 

 

 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Thursday, September 16, 2010 6:42 AM
To: frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; john.bender@nebraska.gov; jeff_runge@fws.gov; 

robert_harms@fws.gov; barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; abaum@upperloupnrd.org; 
randy_thoreson@nps.gov; bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov; mkuzila1@unl.edu; 
david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; steve.chick@ne.usda.gov; 
pcclerk@megavision.com; cityadmin@cablene.com; ncpza@hamilton.net; 
rbishop@cpnrd.org; jwinkler@papionrd.org; lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; jmangi@columbusne.us; 
cgenoa@cablene.com; monroe@megavision.com; calms@neb.rr.com; danno@nohva.com; 
mbrown9@unl.edu; rtrudell@santeedakota.org; jblackhawk@aol.com; 
vwills@pawneenation.org; Brian.Dunnigan@nebraska.gov; msittler@lpsnrd.org; 
butchk@nctc.net; robertm@llnrd.org; jmsunne@nppd.com; jalexand@usgs.gov; 
jjshadl@nppd.com; cothern.joe@epa.gov; justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; 
bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; 
Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; jeddins@achp.gov; 
kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; peggy.harding@ferc.gov; djjarecke@clarkswb.net; 
al.berndt@nebraska.gov; astuthman@leg.ne.gov; ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; 
clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; adubas@leg.ne.gov; chairmanrhodd@ponca.com; 
asheridan@omahatribe.com; don_simpson@blm.gov; nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; 
jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov; prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; marvp@megavision.com; 
lewrightjr@gmail.com; thowe@ponca.com; zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov; 
julias@poncatribe1ne.org; todd.crawford@mail.house.gov; louis1pofahl@mail.house.gov; 
emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov; deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov; tpetr@loup.com; 
mike.black@bia.gov; janet.hutzel@ferc.gov; isis.johnson@ferc.gov; lee.emery@ferc.gov; 
paul.makowski@ferc.gov

Cc: Angel Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; tpetr@loup.com; Damgaard, Quinn V.; 
Engelbert, Pat; Frame, Gail; Grennan, Dennis E.; Hunt, George; Thompson, Wendy; Madson, 
Michael J.; Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Sigler, Bill; Waldow, George; White, 
Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District 1 FERC Relicensing: Interim General Recreation Use Report Filed with 
FERC

Relicensing Participants: 

  

For your information –  

  

Loup Power District has electronically filed the Interim General Recreation Use Report with FERC. The report is available 
on FERC’s e1library and on the District’s relicensing website:  http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/documents.html.  

  

Thank you. 

  

  

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 
Professional Associate 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 6811414098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Sunday, September 26, 2010 10:41 PM
To: 'frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov'; 'john.bender@nebraska.gov'; 'jeff_runge@fws.gov'; 

'robert_harms@fws.gov'; 'barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil'; 'abaum@upperloupnrd.org'; 
'randy_thoreson@nps.gov'; 'bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov'; 'mkuzila1@unl.edu'; 
'david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov'; 'jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org'; 'steve.chick@ne.usda.gov'; 
'pcclerk@megavision.com'; 'cityadmin@cablene.com'; 'ncpza@hamilton.net'; 
'rbishop@cpnrd.org'; 'jwinkler@papionrd.org'; 'lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org'; 'jmangi@columbusne.us'; 
'cgenoa@cablene.com'; 'monroe@megavision.com'; 'calms@neb.rr.com'; 
'danno@nohva.com'; 'mbrown9@unl.edu'; 'rtrudell@santeedakota.org'; 
'jblackhawk@aol.com'; 'vwills@pawneenation.org'; 'Brian.Dunnigan@nebraska.gov'; 
'msittler@lpsnrd.org'; 'butchk@nctc.net'; 'robertm@llnrd.org'; 'jmsunne@nppd.com'; 
'jalexand@usgs.gov'; 'jjshadl@nppd.com'; 'cothern.joe@epa.gov'; 
'justin.lavene@nebraska.gov'; 'bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov'; 
'kennyj@headwaterscorp.com'; 'mferguson@gp.usbr.gov'; 'Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov'; 
'Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov'; 'jeddins@achp.gov'; 'kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov'; 
'peggy.harding@ferc.gov'; 'djjarecke@clarkswb.net'; 'al.berndt@nebraska.gov'; 
'astuthman@leg.ne.gov'; 'ksullivan@leg.ne.gov'; 'clangemeier@leg.ne.gov'; 
'adubas@leg.ne.gov'; 'chairmanrhodd@ponca.com'; 'asheridan@omahatribe.com'; 
'don_simpson@blm.gov'; 'nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov'; 'jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov'; 
'prescott.brownell@noaa.gov'; 'marvp@megavision.com'; 'lewrightjr@gmail.com'; 
'thowe@ponca.com'; 'zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov'; 'julias@poncatribe1ne.org'; 
'todd.crawford@mail.house.gov'; 'louis1pofahl@mail.house.gov'; 
'emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov'; 'deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov'; 'tpetr@loup.com'; 
'mike.black@bia.gov'; 'janet.hutzel@ferc.gov'; 'isis.johnson@ferc.gov'; 'lee.emery@ferc.gov'; 
'paul.makowski@ferc.gov'

Cc: Angel Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, Pat; Frame, 
Gail; Grennan, Dennis E.; Hunt, George; Madson, Michael J.; Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa 
(Omaha); Sigler, Bill; Thompson, Wendy; Waldow, George; White, Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District 1 FERC Relicensing: Meeting Summary Filed with FERC

Relicensing Participants: 

  

Loup Power District has electronically filed the Meeting Summary from the Initial Study Results Meeting held on 
September 9, 2020.  The report is available on FERC’s e1library and on the District’s relicensing website:  
http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/documents.html.  

  

Thank you. 

 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

Professional Associate 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 6811414098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2010 7:48 AM
To: 'frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov'; 'john.bender@nebraska.gov'; 'jeff_runge@fws.gov'; 

'robert_harms@fws.gov'; 'barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil'; 'abaum@upperloupnrd.org'; 
'randy_thoreson@nps.gov'; 'bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov'; 'mkuzila1@unl.edu'; 
'david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov'; 'jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org'; 'steve.chick@ne.usda.gov'; 
'pcclerk@megavision.com'; 'cityadmin@cablene.com'; 'ncpza@hamilton.net'; 
'rbishop@cpnrd.org'; 'jwinkler@papionrd.org'; 'lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org'; 'jmangi@columbusne.us'; 
'cgenoa@cablene.com'; 'monroe@megavision.com'; 'calms@neb.rr.com'; 
'danno@nohva.com'; 'mbrown9@unl.edu'; 'rtrudell@santeedakota.org'; 
'jblackhawk@aol.com'; 'vwills@pawneenation.org'; 'Brian.Dunnigan@nebraska.gov'; 
'msittler@lpsnrd.org'; 'butchk@nctc.net'; 'robertm@llnrd.org'; 'jmsunne@nppd.com'; 
'jalexand@usgs.gov'; 'jjshadl@nppd.com'; 'cothern.joe@epa.gov'; 
'justin.lavene@nebraska.gov'; 'bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov'; 
'kennyj@headwaterscorp.com'; 'mferguson@gp.usbr.gov'; 'Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov'; 
'Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov'; 'jeddins@achp.gov'; 'kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov'; 
'peggy.harding@ferc.gov'; 'djjarecke@clarkswb.net'; 'al.berndt@nebraska.gov'; 
'astuthman@leg.ne.gov'; 'ksullivan@leg.ne.gov'; 'clangemeier@leg.ne.gov'; 
'adubas@leg.ne.gov'; 'chairmanrhodd@ponca.com'; 'asheridan@omahatribe.com'; 
'don_simpson@blm.gov'; 'nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov'; 'jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov'; 
'prescott.brownell@noaa.gov'; 'marvp@megavision.com'; 'lewrightjr@gmail.com'; 
'thowe@ponca.com'; 'zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov'; 'julias@poncatribe4ne.org'; 
'todd.crawford@mail.house.gov'; 'louis4pofahl@mail.house.gov'; 
'emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov'; 'deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov'; 'tpetr@loup.com'; 
'mike.black@bia.gov'; 'janet.hutzel@ferc.gov'; 'isis.johnson@ferc.gov'; 'lee.emery@ferc.gov'; 
'paul.makowski@ferc.gov'

Cc: Angel Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, Pat; Frame, 
Gail; Grennan, Dennis E.; Hunt, George; Madson, Michael J.; Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa 
(Omaha); Sigler, Bill; Thompson, Wendy; Waldow, George; White, Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District 4 FERC Relicensing: Initial Study Report Submittal to FERC

Relicensing Participants: 

 

This e-mail is to inform you of the timing for the updated Initial Study Report and Study Results Meeting for the Loup 

River Hydroelectric Relicensing.   

 

On January 6, 2011, the District will be submitting the Updated Initial Study Report (ISR) to FERC, it will also be posted on 

the website at http://www.loup.com/relicense. This report will include study reports for the following completed 

studies:  

 

1 – Sedimentation (update on ungaged analysis) 

2 – Hydrocyling    

4 – Water Temperature in the Loup River Bypass Reach 

5 – Flow Depletion/Flow Diversion 

8 – Recreation  Use 

11 – Section 106 Compliance (update) 

12 – Ice Jam Flooding on the Loup River Bypass Reach 

 

The Study Results meeting is scheduled for January 20
th

 and 21
st

 .  Due to the number of studies included in the Initial 

Study Results report, the District will hold a two day meeting: 

 

Date and Time Topic Location 

Thursday, Jan 20 

10:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

Study Results for Hydrocyling, Flow 

Depletion/Flow Diversion, 

New World Inn 

265 33
rd

 Ave 



2

Friday, Jan 21 

8:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

Temperature, Recreation Use, and Ice Columbus, NE 

 

For those not able to attend in person, conference call capabilities will be available.  

 

We appreciate your time and input on this relicensing effort.  If you have any questions regarding the upcoming reports 

or meetings, please call me at (402) 399-1186. 
 

 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

Professional Associate 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 6811444098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Wednesday, October 20, 2010 6:54 AM
To: 'frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov'; 'john.bender@nebraska.gov'; 'jeff_runge@fws.gov'; 

'robert_harms@fws.gov'; 'barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil'; 'abaum@upperloupnrd.org'; 
'randy_thoreson@nps.gov'; 'bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov'; 'mkuzila1@unl.edu'; 
'david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov'; 'jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org'; 'steve.chick@ne.usda.gov'; 
'pcclerk@megavision.com'; 'cityadmin@cablene.com'; 'ncpza@hamilton.net'; 
'rbishop@cpnrd.org'; 'jwinkler@papionrd.org'; 'lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org'; 'jmangi@columbusne.us'; 
'cgenoa@cablene.com'; 'monroe@megavision.com'; 'calms@neb.rr.com'; 
'danno@nohva.com'; 'mbrown9@unl.edu'; 'rtrudell@santeedakota.org'; 
'jblackhawk@aol.com'; 'vwills@pawneenation.org'; 'Brian.Dunnigan@nebraska.gov'; 
'msittler@lpsnrd.org'; 'butchk@nctc.net'; 'robertm@llnrd.org'; 'jmsunne@nppd.com'; 
'jalexand@usgs.gov'; 'jjshadl@nppd.com'; 'cothern.joe@epa.gov'; 
'justin.lavene@nebraska.gov'; 'bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov'; 
'kennyj@headwaterscorp.com'; 'mferguson@gp.usbr.gov'; 'Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov'; 
'Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov'; 'jeddins@achp.gov'; 'kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov'; 
'peggy.harding@ferc.gov'; 'djjarecke@clarkswb.net'; 'al.berndt@nebraska.gov'; 
'astuthman@leg.ne.gov'; 'ksullivan@leg.ne.gov'; 'clangemeier@leg.ne.gov'; 
'adubas@leg.ne.gov'; 'chairmanrhodd@ponca.com'; 'asheridan@omahatribe.com'; 
'don_simpson@blm.gov'; 'nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov'; 'jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov'; 
'prescott.brownell@noaa.gov'; 'marvp@megavision.com'; 'lewrightjr@gmail.com'; 
'thowe@ponca.com'; 'zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov'; 'julias@poncatribe4ne.org'; 
'todd.crawford@mail.house.gov'; 'louis4pofahl@mail.house.gov'; 
'emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov'; 'deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov'; 'tpetr@loup.com'; 
'mike.black@bia.gov'; 'janet.hutzel@ferc.gov'; 'isis.johnson@ferc.gov'; 'lee.emery@ferc.gov'; 
'paul.makowski@ferc.gov'

Cc: Angel Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, Pat; Frame, 
Gail; Grennan, Dennis E.; Hunt, George; Madson, Michael J.; Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa 
(Omaha); Sigler, Bill; Thompson, Wendy; Waldow, George; White, Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District 4 FERC Relicensing: Initial Study Report Comments

Relicensing Participants –  
 
This is a reminder that comments on the Initial Study Report submitted on August 26

th
 and presented at the Initial Study 

Results meeting on September 9
th
 are due on Monday, October 25

th
.  The studies that were presented include: 

 
1 – Sedimentation 
7 – Fish Passage 
8 – Recreation Phone Survey Results (Interim General Recreation Report submitted on September 15

th
) 

10 – Land Use Inventory 
11 – Section 106 – Historic Buildings Inventory and Evaluation and Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation   
 

Comments are due to FERC on these studies on October 25, 2010. 
  
Thanks! 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

Professional Associate 

HDR | ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions Sol 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 6811444098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Sent: Sunday, October 24, 2010 12:12 PM
To: Frame, Gail
Subject: FW: HP#0804&127&01 & Loup Power District
Attachments: LSHPO.101022.Puschendorf_Transmission.pdf

 

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)  

Sent: Friday, October 22, 2010 10:28 AM 
To: Puschendorf, Bob 

Cc: Dolberg, Jill; 'Neal Suess'; 'Ron Ziola'; Madson, Michael J. 

Subject: HP#0804/127/01 / Loup Power District 

 

Mr. Puschendorf, 
 
Loup Power District has been consulting with your office regarding their relicensing of the Loup River Hydroelectric Project 
under the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.  Although a Historic Properties Management Plan has not yet been 
developed, the District understands the importance of coordinating with SHPO regarding potential impacts to historic 
properties resulting from District activities.       
 
On behalf of Loup Power District I am providing information relative to a maintenance activity the District is undertaking.  
The District has prepared a letter that will be sent to your office today, but in the interest of time, I am communicating 
electronically and have attached a copy of the letter.   
 
The District is proposing reconstruction of an existing transmission line near a known archaeological site eligible for the 
NRHP.  The District has performed pre&construction subsurface testing and determined that the soil profile at most pole 

locations has been previously disturbed by cultivation and erosion, or obscured by fill.  In addition, the District will have an 

archaeologist on site to monitor excavation activities.  Upon completion of excavation activities, the District will provide a 
report summarizing the results of the archaeological monitoring. 
 
If you have any questions about this activity or the attached letter, please feel free to contact me at (402&926&7026) or Mr. 
Neal Suess, CEO Loup Power District at (402) 564&3171 x268. 
 
Regards, 
 
Lisa 

Lisa M. Richardson, P.E. 
Professional Associate 

HDR  One Company | Many Solutions 
8404 Indian Hills Drive 
Omaha, NE  68114&4049 
Phone: 402.926.7026 
Cell:  402.618.9865 
Fax: 402.399.1111 



 
 

October 22, 2010 
 
 
 
Mr. Robert Puschendorf 
State Historic Preservation Office 
1500 R Street 
P.O. Box 82554 
Lincoln, NE 68501-2554 
 
Re: HP#0804-127-01 

Loup River Hydroelectric Project Relicensing 
 FERC Project No. 1256; Docket No. 1256-029 

Addendum to Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation 
 
Dear Mr. Puschendorf: 
 
Loup Power District (the District) proposes to reconstruct a single pole transmission line in 
the vicinity of site 25PT115, a property recommended eligible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places under criterion “d.”  Currently, several transmission poles for the 
existing line are within the boundaries of site 25PT115.  Because replacement of this line 
would represent an action within the Project APE, the District contracted with Nancy Carlson 
to perform subsurface testing efforts to assess whether the proposed locations of the eleven 
replacement transmission poles within the boundaries of the site will affect the integrity of 
archaeological materials, the quality of significance that contributes most directly to the site’s 
eligibility.   
 
The results of this effort suggest that the soil profile at most pole locations has been disturbed 
by cultivation and erosion, or obscured by fill.  Two small lithic artifact fragments were 
found within the initial 10 cm of the surface and plow zone at the test site for Pole #17.  No 
other archaeological remains or indications of buried archaeological deposits were 
encountered during this investigation.  Ms. Carlson’s report is pending. 
 
Based on these results, the District proposes that the pole placement proceed under a “no 
historic properties affected” finding; that is, an historic property is present, but the proposed 
action will not diminish the qualities that contribute to its significance.  The District seeks 
your concurrence with this finding contingent on archaeological monitoring of the auguring 
for each of the eleven poles within the boundaries of site 25PT115.  All field investigations 
for this effort will be documented in a single report and provided to your office once the 
project is complete.  In the unlikely event that a discovery occurs during monitoring, the 
augering activities will cease in the vicinity of the discovery and the District will notify all 
appropriate parties so that consultation may proceed in accordance with Section 800.13 of the 
regulations, 36 CFR Part 800.   
 



 
 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Michael Madson (HDR) at (763) 278-5921 or me at 
(402) 564-3171 if you have any questions about our proposed findings.   
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Neal Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
 
 
cc:  

Jill Dolberg, SHPO 
Lee Emery, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Janet Hutzel, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Ron Ziola, Loup Power District 
Lisa Richardson, HDR 
Michael Madson, HDR 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Sent: Monday, November 01, 2010 7:09 AM
To: Frame, Gail; Thompson, Wendy
Subject: FW: HP#0804+127+01 + Loup Power District

 

From: Puschendorf, Bob [mailto:bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov]  

Sent: Friday, October 22, 2010 10:34 AM 
To: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha) 

Cc: Dolberg, Jill; Neal Suess; Ron Ziola; Madson, Michael J.; Steinacher, Terry 

Subject: RE: HP#08047127701 7 Loup Power District 

 

Lisa:  Our archeologist, Dr. Terry Steinacher is out this week, but upon receipt of your letter we will process.  However, 

we will also need to review Nancy Carlson’s report concerning the findings of her survey.  We regret that we cannot 

accept email reviews. 

 

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha) [mailto:Lisa.Richardson@hdrinc.com]  
Sent: Friday, October 22, 2010 10:28 AM 

To: Puschendorf, Bob 

Cc: Dolberg, Jill; Neal Suess; Ron Ziola; Madson, Michael J. 
Subject: HP#08047127701 7 Loup Power District 

 

Mr. Puschendorf, 
 
Loup Power District has been consulting with your office regarding their relicensing of the Loup River Hydroelectric Project 
under the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.  Although a Historic Properties Management Plan has not yet been 
developed, the District understands the importance of coordinating with SHPO regarding potential impacts to historic 
properties resulting from District activities.       
 
On behalf of Loup Power District I am providing information relative to a maintenance activity the District is undertaking.  
The District has prepared a letter that will be sent to your office today, but in the interest of time, I am communicating 
electronically and have attached a copy of the letter.   
 
The District is proposing reconstruction of an existing transmission line near a known archaeological site eligible for the 
NRHP.  The District has performed pre+construction subsurface testing and determined that the soil profile at most pole 

locations has been previously disturbed by cultivation and erosion, or obscured by fill.  In addition, the District will have an 

archaeologist on site to monitor excavation activities.  Upon completion of excavation activities, the District will provide a 
report summarizing the results of the archaeological monitoring. 
 
If you have any questions about this activity or the attached letter, please feel free to contact me at (402+926+7026) or Mr. 
Neal Suess, CEO Loup Power District at (402) 564+3171 x268. 
 
Regards, 
 
Lisa 

Lisa M. Richardson, P.E. 
Professional Associate 

HDR  One Company | Many Solutions 
8404 Indian Hills Drive 
Omaha, NE  68114+4049 
Phone: 402.926.7026 



 
 

November 1, 2010 
 
 
 
Gary Robinette 
Ponca Tribe of Nebraska 
P.O. Box 288 
Niobrara, NE 68760 
 
 
RE: Loup River Hydroelectric Project 

Platte and Nance counties, Nebraska 
FERC Project No. 1256 
Docket No. P-1256-029 

 
 
Dear Mr. Robinette: 
 
Per your discussion with Alan Stanfill of HDR, enclosed please find a copy of the Phase 
I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation that was completed for the Loup River 
Hydroelectric Project which is owned and operated by Loup River Public Power District 
(the District).  The District is applying to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC) to relicense the Loup River Hydroelectric Project. The existing license was 
effective on December 1, 1982, for a term ending April 15, 2014. Loup Power District is 
utilizing the Integrated Licensing Process (ILP) for this relicensing effort.   
 
Relicensing the Project is a Federal undertaking by FERC, and Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (NHPA), requires Federal 
agencies to determine whether their undertakings have adverse effects on historic 
properties (any site, structure, or other property listed on or eligible for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places [NRHP]) and allow interested parties the 
opportunity to comment on decisions and actions that may affect historic properties.   
 
Pursuant to 18 CFR §5.11 and §5.13, the District prepared a study plan to gather the 
information needed to comply with Section 106 as part of Project Relicensing.  On 
August 26, 2009, FERC approved the District’s study (Study 11.0), as submitted in the 
Revised Study Plan on July 27, 2009.  The District has completed the Phase I/II 
Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation of the Project and the Nebraska State Historic 
Preservation Office has approved the report.  



 
 
 
At this time we are seeking your input regarding the findings of the report and 
continuance of our dialogue towards Section 106 compliance.   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Michael Madson at HDR (763) 278-5921 or me at 
(402) 564-3171 if you have any questions about the Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory 
and Evaluation.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Neal Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
 
 
cc (without attachments): 

  Lisa Richardson, HDR 
  Michael Madson, HDR 
 
 
Attachments:   

(1) Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation 
 





 
 

November 3, 2010 
 
 
 
Emily Smith 
Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska 
P.O. Box 687 
Winnebago, NE 68701 
 
 
RE:   Loup River Hydroelectric Project 

Platte and Nance counties, Nebraska 
FERC Project No. 1256 
Docket No. P-1256-029 

 
 
Dear Ms. Smith: 
 
Per your discussion with Alan Stanfill of HDR, enclosed please find a copy of the Phase 
I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation that was completed for the Loup River 
Hydroelectric Project which is owned and operated by Loup River Public Power District 
(the District).  The District is applying to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC) to relicense the Loup River Hydroelectric Project. The existing license was 
effective on December 1, 1982, for a term ending April 15, 2014. Loup Power District is 
utilizing the Integrated Licensing Process (ILP) for this relicensing effort.   
 
Relicensing the Project is a Federal undertaking by FERC, and Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (NHPA), requires Federal 
agencies to determine whether their undertakings have adverse effects on historic 
properties (any site, structure, or other property listed on or eligible for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places [NRHP]) and allow interested parties the 
opportunity to comment on decisions and actions that may affect historic properties.   
 
Pursuant to 18 CFR §5.11 and §5.13, the District prepared a study plan to gather the 
information needed to comply with Section 106 as part of Project Relicensing.  On 
August 26, 2009, FERC approved the District’s study (Study 11.0), as submitted in the 
Revised Study Plan on July 27, 2009.  The District has completed the Phase I/II 
Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation of the Project and the Nebraska State Historic 
Preservation Office has approved the report.  



 
 
 
At this time we are seeking your input regarding the findings of the report and 
continuance of our dialogue towards Section 106 compliance.   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Michael Madson at HDR (763) 278-5921 or me at 
(402) 564-3171 if you have any questions about the Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory 
and Evaluation.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Neal Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
 
 
cc (without attachments): 

  Lisa Richardson, HDR 
  Michael Madson, HDR 
 
 
Attachments:   

(1) Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Monday, November 22, 2010 12:05 PM
To: 'frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov'; 'john.bender@nebraska.gov'; 'jeff_runge@fws.gov'; 

'robert_harms@fws.gov'; 'barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil'; 'abaum@upperloupnrd.org'; 
'randy_thoreson@nps.gov'; 'bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov'; 'mkuzila1@unl.edu'; 
'david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov'; 'jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org'; 'steve.chick@ne.usda.gov'; 
'pcclerk@megavision.com'; 'cityadmin@cablene.com'; 'ncpza@hamilton.net'; 
'rbishop@cpnrd.org'; 'jwinkler@papionrd.org'; 'lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org'; 'jmangi@columbusne.us'; 
'cgenoa@cablene.com'; 'monroe@megavision.com'; 'calms@neb.rr.com'; 
'danno@nohva.com'; 'mbrown9@unl.edu'; 'rtrudell@santeedakota.org'; 
'jblackhawk@aol.com'; 'vwills@pawneenation.org'; 'Brian.Dunnigan@nebraska.gov'; 
'msittler@lpsnrd.org'; 'butchk@nctc.net'; 'robertm@llnrd.org'; 'jmsunne@nppd.com'; 
'jalexand@usgs.gov'; 'jjshadl@nppd.com'; 'cothern.joe@epa.gov'; 
'justin.lavene@nebraska.gov'; 'bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov'; 
'kennyj@headwaterscorp.com'; 'mferguson@gp.usbr.gov'; 'Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov'; 
'Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov'; 'jeddins@achp.gov'; 'kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov'; 
'peggy.harding@ferc.gov'; 'djjarecke@clarkswb.net'; 'al.berndt@nebraska.gov'; 
'astuthman@leg.ne.gov'; 'ksullivan@leg.ne.gov'; 'clangemeier@leg.ne.gov'; 
'adubas@leg.ne.gov'; 'chairmanrhodd@ponca.com'; 'asheridan@omahatribe.com'; 
'don_simpson@blm.gov'; 'nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov'; 'jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov'; 
'prescott.brownell@noaa.gov'; 'marvp@megavision.com'; 'lewrightjr@gmail.com'; 
'thowe@ponca.com'; 'zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov'; 'julias@poncatribe1ne.org'; 
'todd.crawford@mail.house.gov'; 'louis1pofahl@mail.house.gov'; 
'emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov'; 'deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov'; 'tpetr@loup.com'; 
'mike.black@bia.gov'; 'janet.hutzel@ferc.gov'; 'isis.johnson@ferc.gov'; 'lee.emery@ferc.gov'; 
'paul.makowski@ferc.gov'

Cc: Angel Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, Pat; Frame, 
Gail; Grennan, Dennis E.; Hunt, George; Madson, Michael J.; Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa 
(Omaha); Sigler, Bill; Thompson, Wendy; Waldow, George; White, Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District 1 FERC Relicensing: UPDATED STUDY REPORT SCHEDULE

Relicensing Participants –  
 
Please find attached a link 

 (http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/documents/license/LFERC.101119.UpdatedISR_Delay.pdf) to a letter from the 

District notifying FERC of a delay in completing the following studies due to higher than normal flows on the Loup and 
Platte rivers:   

2 – Hydrocycling 
5 – Flow Depletion and Flow Diversion 
12 – Ice Jam Flooding on the Loup River 

 
Because of the delay to these studies the District is delaying submittal of the Updated Initial Study Report (originally 
scheduled for January 6, 2011) approximately one month.  As a result, the Updated Study Results Meeting will also be 
delayed.  The new dates for these items are: 
 

Updated Initial Study Results Report – February 11, 2011 
Updated Initial Study Results Meeting – February 23 & 24, 2011 

 
The following studies will be presented in the updated report and at the meeting: 

1 – Sedimentation (ungaged site analysis) 
2 – Hydrocycling 
4 – Water Temperature in the Loup River Bypass 
5 – Flow Depletion and Flow Diversion 
8 – Recreation Use 
12 – Ice Jam Flooding on the Loup and  

 
If you have any questions, please feel free to give me a call. 
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Thanks! 

 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

Professional Associate 

HDR | One Company | Many Solutions  

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 6811414098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  

 Please consider the environment before printing. 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Robert Mohler [robertm@llnrd.org]
Sent: Tuesday, November 23, 2010 8:38 AM
To: Thompson, Wendy
Subject: RE: Loup & Initial Study Report & Sedimentation Attachments

Thanks, Wendy.  The hydrology information is really valuable to me. 

 

Robert T. Mohler, P.E. 

District Engineer 

Lower Loup Natural Resources District 

Ord, NE  68862 

308-728-3221 

 

From: Thompson, Wendy [mailto:Wendy.Thompson@hdrinc.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, November 23, 2010 7:35 AM 

To: robertm@llnrd.org 
Cc: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha) 

Subject: Loup + Initial Study Report + Sedimentation Attachments 
 

HDR Employees: 
Use the "Download Attachments" button after opening this message in Outlook to download attached files.  
 
Non�HDR Recipients: 
If you are not an HDR employee and this is your first time using Slingshot click here and follow the prompts to set your 
password. 
 
Returning users click here to Download (files: Attachment_B.pdf; Attachment_A.pdf; Attachment_D.pdf; 
Attachment_C.pdf;)  

Notice: The link in this email will only work for up to 30 days (as set by the sender). If you need access to these 
files for longer, please download and save a copy locally. Recipients of forwarded emails WILL NOT have access 
to the files using this link.  
 

 

Please see attached for the requested documents from the Loup River Hydrocycling Project Initial Study Report. Please 

let us know if you need anything else. 

 

Wendy Thompson    

Public Involvement Specialist 
 

HDR ONE COMPANY | Many Solutions 
8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114&4098 Phone:402.399.1341| Fax: 402.399.1111 
Email:wendy.thompson@hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Monday, November 29, 2010 3:30 PM
To: 'frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov'; 'john.bender@nebraska.gov'; 'jeff_runge@fws.gov'; 

'robert_harms@fws.gov'; 'barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil'; 'abaum@upperloupnrd.org'; 
'randy_thoreson@nps.gov'; 'bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov'; 'mkuzila1@unl.edu'; 
'david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov'; 'jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org'; 'steve.chick@ne.usda.gov'; 
'pcclerk@megavision.com'; 'cityadmin@cablene.com'; 'ncpza@hamilton.net'; 
'rbishop@cpnrd.org'; 'jwinkler@papionrd.org'; 'lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org'; 'jmangi@columbusne.us'; 
'cgenoa@cablene.com'; 'monroe@megavision.com'; 'calms@neb.rr.com'; 
'danno@nohva.com'; 'mbrown9@unl.edu'; 'rtrudell@santeedakota.org'; 
'jblackhawk@aol.com'; 'vwills@pawneenation.org'; 'Brian.Dunnigan@nebraska.gov'; 
'msittler@lpsnrd.org'; 'butchk@nctc.net'; 'robertm@llnrd.org'; 'jmsunne@nppd.com'; 
'jalexand@usgs.gov'; 'jjshadl@nppd.com'; 'cothern.joe@epa.gov'; 
'justin.lavene@nebraska.gov'; 'bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov'; 
'kennyj@headwaterscorp.com'; 'mferguson@gp.usbr.gov'; 'Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov'; 
'Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov'; 'jeddins@achp.gov'; 'kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov'; 
'peggy.harding@ferc.gov'; 'djjarecke@clarkswb.net'; 'al.berndt@nebraska.gov'; 
'astuthman@leg.ne.gov'; 'ksullivan@leg.ne.gov'; 'clangemeier@leg.ne.gov'; 
'adubas@leg.ne.gov'; 'chairmanrhodd@ponca.com'; 'asheridan@omahatribe.com'; 
'don_simpson@blm.gov'; 'nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov'; 'jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov'; 
'prescott.brownell@noaa.gov'; 'marvp@megavision.com'; 'lewrightjr@gmail.com'; 
'thowe@ponca.com'; 'zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov'; 'julias@poncatribe1ne.org'; 
'todd.crawford@mail.house.gov'; 'louis1pofahl@mail.house.gov'; 
'emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov'; 'deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov'; 'tpetr@loup.com'; 
'mike.black@bia.gov'; 'janet.hutzel@ferc.gov'; 'isis.johnson@ferc.gov'; 'lee.emery@ferc.gov'; 
'paul.makowski@ferc.gov'

Cc: Angel Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, Pat; Frame, 
Gail; Grennan, Dennis E.; Hunt, George; Madson, Michael J.; Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa 
(Omaha); Sigler, Bill; Thompson, Wendy; Waldow, George; White, Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District 1 FERC Relicensing: Web Posting

Relicensing Participants: 
 
On November 24

th
 the District filed responses to all comments received on the Initial Study Report (ISR) and ISR meeting 

notes with FERC.  These responses are available on the District’s Relicensing website as well as on the FERC e1Library 
(Docket No. P112561029). 
 
Also – just a reminder of the date change for submittal of the Updated Initial Study Report and follow1up meeting.   
 

Updated Initial Study Results Report – February 11, 2011 
Updated Initial Study Results Meeting – February 23 & 24, 2011 

 
The following studies will be presented in the updated report and at the meeting: 

1 – Sedimentation (ungaged site analysis) 
2 – Hydrocycling 
4 – Water Temperature in the Loup River Bypass 
5 – Flow Depletion and Flow Diversion 
8 – Recreation Use 
12 – Ice Jam Flooding on the Loup River   

 

Thank you and please let me know if you have any questions. 

 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

Professional Associate 



 
 

 
December 16, 2010 
 
 
 
Mr. Robert Puschendorf 
State Historic Preservation Office 
1500 R Street 
P.O. Box 82554 
Lincoln, NE 68501-2554 
 
Re: HP#0804-127-01 

Loup River Hydroelectric Project Relicensing 
 FERC Project No. 1256; Docket No. 1256-029 

Addendum to Phase I/II Archaeological Inventory and Evaluation 
 
Dear Mr. Puschendorf: 
 
Per my letter to you on October 22, 2010, Loup Power District (the District) has 
reconstructed a single pole transmission line in the vicinity of site 25PT115, a 
property recommended eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places 
under criterion “d.”  Because replacement of this line represents an action within the 
Project APE, prior to initiating construction activities, the District contracted with 
Nancy Carlson to perform subsurface testing efforts to assess whether the proposed 
locations of the eleven replacement transmission poles within the boundaries of the 
site will affect the integrity of archaeological materials.   
 
The results of that effort suggested that the soil profile at most pole locations has been 
disturbed by cultivation and erosion, or obscured by fill.  Two small lithic artifact 
fragments were found within the initial 10 cm of the surface and plow zone at the test 
site for Pole #17.  No other archaeological remains or indications of buried 
archaeological deposits were encountered during this investigation.  Based on these 
results, the District also contracted with Ms. Carlson to monitor construction 
activities. Monitoring of the pole placement produced no cultural material or features.  
Enclosed please find a copy of Ms. Carlson’s report documenting her investigations 
both prior to and during construction.   



 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Michael Madson (HDR) at (763) 278-5921 or me at 
(402) 564-3171 if you have any questions about this report.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Neal Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
 
 
cc:  

Jill Dolberg, SHPO 
Lee Emery, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Janet Hutzel, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Ron Ziola, Loup Power District 
Lisa Richardson, HDR 
Michael Madson, HDR 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Wednesday, January 19, 2011 2:40 PM
To: 'frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov'; 'john.bender@nebraska.gov'; 'jeff_runge@fws.gov'; 

'robert_harms@fws.gov'; 'barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil'; 'abaum@upperloupnrd.org'; 
'randy_thoreson@nps.gov'; 'bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov'; 'mkuzila1@unl.edu'; 
'david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov'; 'jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org'; 'steve.chick@ne.usda.gov'; 
'pcclerk@megavision.com'; 'cityadmin@cablene.com'; 'ncpza@hamilton.net'; 
'rbishop@cpnrd.org'; 'jwinkler@papionrd.org'; 'lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org'; 'jmangi@columbusne.us'; 
'cgenoa@cablene.com'; 'monroe@megavision.com'; 'calms@neb.rr.com'; 
'danno@nohva.com'; 'mbrown9@unl.edu'; 'rtrudell@santeedakota.org'; 
'jblackhawk@aol.com'; 'vwills@pawneenation.org'; 'Brian.Dunnigan@nebraska.gov'; 
'msittler@lpsnrd.org'; 'butchk@nctc.net'; 'robertm@llnrd.org'; 'jmsunne@nppd.com'; 
'jalexand@usgs.gov'; 'jjshadl@nppd.com'; 'cothern.joe@epa.gov'; 
'justin.lavene@nebraska.gov'; 'bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov'; 
'kennyj@headwaterscorp.com'; 'mferguson@gp.usbr.gov'; 'Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov'; 
'Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov'; 'jeddins@achp.gov'; 'kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov'; 
'peggy.harding@ferc.gov'; 'djjarecke@clarkswb.net'; 'al.berndt@nebraska.gov'; 
'astuthman@leg.ne.gov'; 'ksullivan@leg.ne.gov'; 'clangemeier@leg.ne.gov'; 
'adubas@leg.ne.gov'; 'chairmanrhodd@ponca.com'; 'asheridan@omahatribe.com'; 
'don_simpson@blm.gov'; 'nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov'; 'jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov'; 
'prescott.brownell@noaa.gov'; 'marvp@megavision.com'; 'lewrightjr@gmail.com'; 
'thowe@ponca.com'; 'zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov'; 'julias@poncatribe1ne.org'; 
'todd.crawford@mail.house.gov'; 'louis1pofahl@mail.house.gov'; 
'emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov'; 'deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov'; 'tpetr@loup.com'; 
'mike.black@bia.gov'; 'janet.hutzel@ferc.gov'; 'isis.johnson@ferc.gov'; 'lee.emery@ferc.gov'; 
'paul.makowski@ferc.gov'

Cc: Angel Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, Pat; Frame, 
Gail; Grennan, Dennis E.; Hunt, George; Madson, Michael J.; Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa 
(Omaha); Sigler, Bill; Thompson, Wendy; Waldow, George; White, Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District 1 Study Results Meeting

Relicensing Participants: 
 
This e1mail is to remind you of the Second Initial Study Results meeting scheduled for February 23

rd
 and 24

th
 at the New 

World Inn, 265 33
rd

 Ave, Columbus, Nebraska.  Please RSVP by February 21
st
 to Angell Robak at arobak@loup.com or 

(402) 56413171, ext. 275. 
 
For those not able to attend in person, but wishing to do so via conference call, meeting materials will be posted to: 
http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/agencymeetingsresources.html in advance of the meeting (by end of day 2/22/10). 
Dial1in information is as follows: 
 
11866199416437 
Passcode: 4023994909 
 
On February 11

th
, the District will be submitting the Updated Initial Study Report to FERC, it will also be posted on the 

website at http://www.loup.com/relicense. The following studies will be presented in the updated report and at the 
meeting: 
 

1 – Sedimentation (ungaged site analysis) 
2 – Hydrocycling 
4 – Water Temperature in the Loup River Bypass 
5 – Flow Depletion and Flow Diversion 
8 – Recreation Use 
12 – Ice Jam Flooding on the Loup River   

 
Please come ready to discuss; we have a lot of material to cover and will start promptly at 9:30 AM on the 23

rd
 and at 8:00 

AM on the 24
th
.   
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Please bring your own copy of the Updated Initial Study Report. It can be found online after 2/11/11. 
 
We look forward to seeing you on February 23

rd
. 

 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

Professional Associate 

HDR | One Company | Many Solutions  

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 6811414098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  

 Please consider the environment before printing. 

 

 



1

Selzle, Lydia

From: Mary B Brown [mbrown9@unlnotes.unl.edu]
Sent: Friday, January 21, 2011 3:22 PM
To: Marinovich, Melissa
Subject: tern and plover data
Attachments: Interior Least Terns and Piping Plovers on the Loup Public Power North Sand Management 

Zone.docx

 

Hi Melissa,  

 

Here is the data for the terns and plovers nesting on the Loup Public Power North Sand Management Zone (the sand 
pile). Hope this what you were looking for.  

 

Thanks,  Mary  

 

Mary Bomberger Brown 
Tern and Plover Conservation Partnership 
153C Hardin Hall 
University of Nebraska 
3310 Holdrege Street 
Lincoln, NE 6858380931 USA 
telephone: (402) 47288878 
fax: (402) 47282946 
email: mbrown9@unl.edu 
http://ternandplover.unl.edu 



Interior Least Terns and Piping Plovers on the Loup Public Power North Sand Management 
Zone 

2008-2009-2010 
 

In 2008, the first Piping Plover was seen on the Loup Public Power North Sand Management Zone (sand 
pile) on 28 April; the last plover was seen on 22 July. There were 8 plover nests on the sand pile in 2008; 
6 were located inside the bermed area constructed by Preferred Rocks of Genoa and 2 were outside. 
There were 29 eggs laid in the 8 nests; 27 eggs hatched and the chicks all survived to fledging. One of 
the adult plovers on the sand pile was wearing a green leg flag indicating that it originated along the 
Missouri River near Ponca, NE.  
 
In 2008, the first Least Tern was seen on the Loup Public Power North Sand Management Zone (sand 
pile) on 5 May; the last tern was seen on 13 August. There were 17 tern nests on the sand pile in 2008; 
12 were located inside the bermed area constructed by Preferred Rocks of Genoa and 5 were outside. 
There were 40 eggs laid in the 17 nests; 13 eggs hatched and the chicks all survived to fledging.  
 
In 2009, the first Piping Plover was seen on the Loup Public Power North Sand Management Zone (sand 
pile) on 15 May; the last plover was seen on 10 July. There were 5 plover nests on the sand pile in 2009; 
all were located inside the bermed area constructed by Preferred Rocks of Genoa. There were 20 eggs 
laid in the 5 nests; 20 eggs hatched and the chicks all survived to fledging. One of the adult plovers on 
the sand pile was wearing a green leg flag indicating that it originated along the Missouri River near 
Ponca, NE. Another of the adult plovers on the sand pile was wearing a yellow leg flag indicating that it 
originated along the Missouri River in North Dakota. 
 
In 2009, the first Least Tern was seen on the Loup Public Power North Sand Management Zone (sand 
pile) on 22 May; the last tern was seen on 27 July. There were 14 tern nests on the sand pile in 2009; all 
were located inside the bermed area constructed by Preferred Rocks of Genoa. There were 28 eggs laid 
in the 14 nests; 19 eggs hatched and the chicks all survived to fledging.  
 
In 2010, the first Piping Plover was seen on the Loup Public Power North Sand Management Zone (sand 
pile) on 11 May; the last plover was seen on 14 July. There were 7 plover nests on the sand pile in 2010. 
There were 27 eggs laid in the 7 nests; 20 eggs hatched and 11 chicks survived to fledging. Six of the 
adult plovers on the sand pile were wearing green leg flags indicating that they originated along the 
Missouri River near Ponca, NE. 
 
In 2010, the first Least Tern was seen on the Loup Public Power North Sand Management Zone (sand 
pile) on 28 May; the last tern was seen on 14 July. There were 22 tern nests on the sand pile in 2010. 
There were 60 eggs laid in the 22 nests; 38 eggs hatched and 9 chicks survived to fledging.  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2011 9:26 PM
To: 'frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov'; 'john.bender@nebraska.gov'; 'jeff_runge@fws.gov'; 

'robert_harms@fws.gov'; 'barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil'; 'abaum@upperloupnrd.org'; 
'randy_thoreson@nps.gov'; 'bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov'; 'mkuzila1@unl.edu'; 
'david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov'; 'jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org'; 'steve.chick@ne.usda.gov'; 
'pcclerk@megavision.com'; 'cityadmin@cablene.com'; 'ncpza@hamilton.net'; 
'rbishop@cpnrd.org'; 'jwinkler@papionrd.org'; 'lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org'; 'jmangi@columbusne.us'; 
'cgenoa@cablene.com'; 'monroe@megavision.com'; 'calms@neb.rr.com'; 
'danno@nohva.com'; 'mbrown9@unl.edu'; 'rtrudell@santeedakota.org'; 
'jblackhawk@aol.com'; 'vwills@pawneenation.org'; 'Brian.Dunnigan@nebraska.gov'; 
'msittler@lpsnrd.org'; 'butchk@nctc.net'; 'robertm@llnrd.org'; 'jmsunne@nppd.com'; 
'jalexand@usgs.gov'; 'jjshadl@nppd.com'; 'cothern.joe@epa.gov'; 
'justin.lavene@nebraska.gov'; 'bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov'; 
'kennyj@headwaterscorp.com'; 'mferguson@gp.usbr.gov'; 'Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov'; 
'Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov'; 'jeddins@achp.gov'; 'kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov'; 
'peggy.harding@ferc.gov'; 'djjarecke@clarkswb.net'; 'al.berndt@nebraska.gov'; 
'astuthman@leg.ne.gov'; 'ksullivan@leg.ne.gov'; 'clangemeier@leg.ne.gov'; 
'adubas@leg.ne.gov'; 'chairmanrhodd@ponca.com'; 'asheridan@omahatribe.com'; 
'don_simpson@blm.gov'; 'nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov'; 'jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov'; 
'prescott.brownell@noaa.gov'; 'marvp@megavision.com'; 'lewrightjr@gmail.com'; 
'thowe@ponca.com'; 'zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov'; 'julias@poncatribe1ne.org'; 
'todd.crawford@mail.house.gov'; 'louis1pofahl@mail.house.gov'; 
'emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov'; 'deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov'; 'tpetr@loup.com'; 
'mike.black@bia.gov'; 'janet.hutzel@ferc.gov'; 'isis.johnson@ferc.gov'; 'lee.emery@ferc.gov'; 
'paul.makowski@ferc.gov'

Cc: Angel Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Teresa Petr; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, 
Pat; Frame, Gail; Grennan, Dennis E.; Hunt, George; Madson, Michael J.; Pillard, Matt; 
Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Sigler, Bill; Thompson, Wendy; Waldow, George; White, 
Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District 1 Second Initial Study Report Filed

Relicensing Participants: 
 
Loup Power District has electronically filed its Second Initial Study Report (SISR) with FERC. The report is available on 
FERC’s e1library and on the District’s relicensing website:  http://www.loup.com/relicense/.   
 
The SISR includes study reports for the following completed studies:  
 
1 – Sedimentation Addendum (ungaged sites) 
2 – Hydrocycling 
4 – Water Temperature in the Project Bypass Reach 
5 – Flow Depletion and Flow Diversion 
8 – General Recreation Use and Creel Survey 
11 – Ice Jam Flooding on the Loup River 
 
The District will hold the Second Initial Study Results meeting on February 23

rd
 & 24

th
 at the New World Inn, 265 33

rd
 Ave, 

Columbus, Nebraska.  Please RSVP by February 21
st
 to Angell Robak at arobak@loup.com or (402) 56413171, ext. 275. 

 
For those not able to attend in person, but wishing to do so via conference call, meeting materials will be posted to: 
http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/agencymeetingsresources.html in advance of the meeting (by end of day 2/21/11). 
Dial1in information is as follows: 
 
11866199416437 
Passcode: 4023994909 
 
Please bring your own copy of the Initial Study Report and come ready to discuss; we have a lot of material to cover and 
will start promptly at 9:30 AM on the 23

rd
.   
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We look forward to seeing you on February 23

rd
. 

 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

Professional Associate 

HDR | One Company | Many Solutions  

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 6811414098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  

 Please consider the environment before printing. 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Tuesday, February 22, 2011 10:13 AM
To: 'frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov'; 'john.bender@nebraska.gov'; 'jeff_runge@fws.gov'; 

'robert_harms@fws.gov'; 'barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil'; 'abaum@upperloupnrd.org'; 
'randy_thoreson@nps.gov'; 'bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov'; 'mkuzila1@unl.edu'; 
'david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov'; 'jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org'; 'steve.chick@ne.usda.gov'

Cc: Angel Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Teresa Petr; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, 
Pat; Frame, Gail; Grennan, Dennis E.; Hunt, George; Madson, Michael J.; Pillard, Matt; 
Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Sigler, Bill; Thompson, Wendy; Waldow, George; White, 
Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District ; Second Initial Study Report Presentation

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Relicensing Participants: 

 

The presentation for tomorrow's and Thursday’s Second Initial Study Report meeting is now available on the website. The 

meeting will be held in the Cartier and Magellan rooms at New World Inn in Columbus, NE. Call in instructions can also be 

found on the web. If you call in, we would request you send an alternate phone number to Wendy Thompson 

(wendy.thompson@hdrinc.com) in case of technical difficulties.  

 

Thank you. Look forward to seeing you/hearing from you tomorrow. 

 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

Professional Associate 

HDR | One Company | Many Solutions  

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114;4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  

 Please consider the environment before printing. 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2011 9:24 AM
To: 'frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov'; 'john.bender@nebraska.gov'; 'jeff_runge@fws.gov'; 

'robert_harms@fws.gov'; 'barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil'; 'abaum@upperloupnrd.org'; 
'randy_thoreson@nps.gov'; 'bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov'; 'mkuzila1@unl.edu'; 
'david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov'; 'jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org'; 'steve.chick@ne.usda.gov'; 
'pcclerk@megavision.com'; 'cityadmin@cablene.com'; 'ncpza@hamilton.net'; 
'rbishop@cpnrd.org'; 'jwinkler@papionrd.org'; 'lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org'; 'jmangi@columbusne.us'; 
'cgenoa@cablene.com'; 'monroe@megavision.com'; 'calms@neb.rr.com'; 
'danno@nohva.com'; 'mbrown9@unl.edu'; 'rtrudell@santeedakota.org'; 
'jblackhawk@aol.com'; 'vwills@pawneenation.org'; 'Brian.Dunnigan@nebraska.gov'; 
'msittler@lpsnrd.org'; 'butchk@nctc.net'; 'robertm@llnrd.org'; 'jmsunne@nppd.com'; 
'jalexand@usgs.gov'; 'jjshadl@nppd.com'; 'cothern.joe@epa.gov'; 
'justin.lavene@nebraska.gov'; 'bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov'; 
'kennyj@headwaterscorp.com'; 'mferguson@gp.usbr.gov'; 'Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov'; 
'Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov'; 'jeddins@achp.gov'; 'kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov'; 
'peggy.harding@ferc.gov'; 'djjarecke@clarkswb.net'; 'al.berndt@nebraska.gov'; 
'astuthman@leg.ne.gov'; 'ksullivan@leg.ne.gov'; 'clangemeier@leg.ne.gov'; 
'adubas@leg.ne.gov'; 'chairmanrhodd@ponca.com'; 'asheridan@omahatribe.com'; 
'don_simpson@blm.gov'; 'nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov'; 'jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov'; 
'prescott.brownell@noaa.gov'; 'marvp@megavision.com'; 'lewrightjr@gmail.com'; 
'thowe@ponca.com'; 'zach_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov'; 'julias@poncatribe1ne.org'; 
'todd.crawford@mail.house.gov'; 'louis1pofahl@mail.house.gov'; 
'emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov'; 'deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov'; 'tpetr@loup.com'; 
'mike.black@bia.gov'; 'janet.hutzel@ferc.gov'; 'isis.johnson@ferc.gov'; 'lee.emery@ferc.gov'; 
'paul.makowski@ferc.gov'

Cc: Angel Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Teresa Petr; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, 
Pat; Frame, Gail; Grennan, Dennis E.; Hunt, George; Madson, Michael J.; Pillard, Matt; 
Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Sigler, Bill; Thompson, Wendy; Waldow, George; White, 
Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District 1 Second Initial Study Report Revision Filed

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Relicensing Participants, 

 

On Thursday, March 10, 2011, the District filed a revision to the Second Initial Study Report with FERC.  The revisions 

consisted of minor changes to the text, tables, or appendices of the following studies:   

 

• Study 1.0 – Sedimentation – page 19 

• Study 2.0 – Hydrocycling – pages 45 & 46 

• Study 5.0 – Flow Depletion and Flow Diversion – Attachment H, page 111 has been added and Table 

of Contents updated 

• Study 8.0 – Recreation Use – pages ii, 14, 15, 16 & 28 

• Study 12.0 – Ice Jam Flooding on the Loup River – 21, 22, 28, 29 & 32 

 

The changes to the text of these pages are highlighted and underlined and noted with a revision date of March 

8, 2011. The revised pages have been inserted into the electronic version of the appropriate studies on the 

District’s relicensing website: www.loup.com/relicense and notes have been added to the site indicating the 

revision dates for studies 1.0, 2.0, 8.0 and 12.0. 

 

 

Thanks! 
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Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

Professional Associate 

HDR | One Company | Many Solutions  

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 6811414098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  

 Please consider the environment before printing. 

 

 



 

 

April 28, 2011 
 
 
 
Mr. Robert Harms 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Nebraska Field Office 
203 West Second Street 
Federal Building, Second Floor 
Grand Island, Nebraska 68801 
 
RE: 2009 and 2010 Loup River Tern and Plover Information Request  
 
Dear Mr. Harms: 
 
As you are aware, Loup Power District (the District) is currently seeking a new operating license 
with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) for its hydroelectric facilities located on 
the Loup River near Genoa and Columbus, Nebraska. I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
you for your responses to our prior requests for information and for your involvement thus far in the 
re-licensing process.  
 
The District has completed one year of studies as they relate to the re-licensing effort and have 
presented these study results. To date, the District has obtained tern and plover survey data from 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission (NGPC), as the agency tasked with updating and managing 
the Nebraska Least Tern and Piping Plover Database. Per a request from FERC at the second Initial 
Study Results meeting, we have received the updated database from NGPC through the 2010 nesting 
season. It has been brought to our attention through discussions with Joel Jorgensen, Nongame Bird 
Program Manager at NGPC, that the USFWS conducted interior least tern and piping plovers 
surveys on the Loup River in 2009 and 2010 and that data for these surveys has not yet been 
provided to NGPC for input into the database.  
 
At this time, I would like to request any and all 2009 and 2010 interior least tern and piping plover 
population, nesting, chick counts, fledge counts, productivity information, nest and adult locations, 
trend information, and any habitat information collected by the USFWS during the 2009 and 2010 
breeding seasons for the Loup River (both on- and off-river data). This information would be used to 
update existing studies and is critical to completion of the biological assessment and continuation of 
the environmental review of the Project. Please provide this data electronically (excel, database, 
shapefiles, etc) to expedite our review of the data. 
 
I appreciate your assistance in providing information for the relicensing effort as quickly as possible. 
The information requested will be used for analytical purposes and the only information that will be 
published is information related to general trends and observations. Location specific information 
will not be made available to the general public without the consent of the USFWS and NGPC.  
 



 

Please submit the requested information electronically as soon as possible to HDR Engineering, the 
District’s relicensing consultant: 
  
 Matt Pillard 
 HDR Engineering 
 8404 Indian Hills Drive 
 Omaha, NE  68114 
 Matt.pillard@hdrinc.com 
 
Please feel free to contact Matt Pillard (402-399-1186) or Melissa Marinovich (402-399-1317) of 
HDR if you have any questions or clarifications regarding this information request. Thank you for 
your assistance. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Neal D. Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Public Power District 

 
 
 
cc: Lee Emery, FERC 
 Joel Jorgensen, NGPC 
 Matt Pillard, HDR 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2011 7:21 PM
To: Thompson, Wendy
Subject: FW: Loup Power District # Data Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

For PW & the DB.  Thx! 
 

From: Robert_Harms@fws.gov [mailto:Robert_Harms@fws.gov]  

Sent: Tuesday, May 03, 2011 10:51 AM 
To: Pillard, Matt 

Cc: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Neil Suess 
Subject: Re: Loup Power District 1 Data Request 

 

Thanks��yes, we did the survey work, but only in 2010; I will provide the survey information to you as 

requested. The survey data is still in rough format and needs to be compiled and summarized��that will take 

approximately 2�4 weeks. I'll be in touch. 

 

Bob 

 

Robert R. Harms 

Fish and Wildlife Biologist 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

203 West Second Street 

Grand Island, Nebraska 68801 

Phone: 308�382�6468, Extension 17 

Fax: 308�384�8835 

robert_harms@fws.gov 

 

"Pillard, Matt" <Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com> 

"Pillard, Matt" 

<Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com>

04/29/2011 12:58 PM 

To
 
"'robert_harms@fws.gov'" <robert_harms@fws.gov> 

cc
 
Neil Suess <nsuess@loup.com>, "Richardson, Lisa 

(Omaha)" <Lisa.Richardson@hdrinc.com> 

Subject
 
Loup Power District � Data Request 

   

 

Hi Bob. 

 

Please see attached letter. Let me know if you have any questions. Have a great weekend. 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

Professional Associate 

HDR | One Company | Many Solutions  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2011 6:50 PM
To: Thompson, Wendy
Subject: FW: Loup Power District $ Data Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Please put on PW and in the DB.  Thanks! 
 

From: Robert_Harms@fws.gov [mailto:Robert_Harms@fws.gov]  

Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2011 12:35 PM 
To: Pillard, Matt 

Cc: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Neil Suess 
Subject: Re: Loup Power District 0 Data Request 

 

Matt: 

 

A staff member has recently been assigned to compile and summarize the requested tern and plover survey 

information. I will have a copy of the information to you by May 27, 2011. 

 

Bob  

 

Robert R. Harms 

Fish and Wildlife Biologist 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

203 West Second Street 

Grand Island, Nebraska 68801 

Phone: 308138216468, Extension 17 

Fax: 308138418835 

robert_harms@fws.gov 

 

"Pillard, Matt" <Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com> 

"Pillard, Matt" 

<Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com>

04/29/2011 12:58 PM 

To
 
"'robert_harms@fws.gov'" <robert_harms@fws.gov> 

cc
 
Neil Suess <nsuess@loup.com>, "Richardson, Lisa 

(Omaha)" <Lisa.Richardson@hdrinc.com> 

Subject
 
Loup Power District 1 Data Request 

   

 

Hi Bob. 

 

Please see attached letter. Let me know if you have any questions. Have a great weekend. 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

Professional Associate 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Wednesday, July 13, 2011 2:45 PM
To: shuhai.zheng@nebraska.gov; frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; jalexand@usgs.gov; 

calms@neb.rr.com; cgenoa@cablene.com; abaum@upperloupnrd.org; 
john.bender@nebraska.gov; al.berndt@nebraska.gov; rbishop@cpnrd.org; 
mike.black@bia.gov; jblackhawk@aol.com; mbrown9@unl.edu; prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; 
emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov; cothern.joe@epa.gov; 
todd.crawford@mail.house.gov; jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov; adubas@leg.ne.gov; 
Brian.Dunnigan@nebraska.gov; lee.emery@ferc.gov; mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; 
barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; peggy.harding@ferc.gov; robert_harms@fws.gov; 
thowe@ponca.com; vwills@pawneenation.org; janet.hutzel@ferc.gov; 
djjarecke@clarkswb.net; nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; 
isis.johnson@ferc.gov; david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; 
butchk@llnrd.org; cityadmin@cablene.com; monroe@megavision.com; 
bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; mkuzila1@unl.edu; clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; 
justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; pcclerk@megavision.com; ncpza@hamilton.net; 
paul.makowski@ferc.gov; jmangi@columbusne.us; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; robertm@llnrd.org; 
jeddins@achp.gov; danno@nohva.com; marvp@megavision.com; tpetr@loup.com; 
bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov; chairmanrhodd@ponca.com; jeff_runge@fws.gov; 
julias@poncatribe.ne.org; kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; jjshadl@nppd.com; 
asheridan@omahatribe.com; don_simpson@blm.gov; msittler@lpsnrd.org; 
Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; jmsunne@nppd.com; 
Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; randy_thoreson@nps.gov; rtrudell@santeedakota.org; 
deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov; jwinkler@papionrd.org; lewrightjr@gmail.com

Cc: Angel Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, Pat; Frame, 
Gail; Grennan, Dennis E.; Hunt, George; Madson, Michael J.; Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa 
(Omaha); Sigler, Bill; Thompson, Wendy; Waldow, George; White, Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District – FERC Relicensing Updated Study Report and Meeting – Save the Date

Relicensing Participants: 
 
This e.mail is to inform you of the timing for the Updated Study Report and Updated Study Results Meeting for the Loup 
River Hydroelectric Relicensing.   
 
Work on the study phase of the Loup River Hydroelectric Relicensing is nearly complete.  The District will file the Updated 
Study Report on August 26, 2011 and will hold a meeting to discuss remaining study results in September.  Here are 
some key dates to remember: 
 

• August 26, 2011 – District will file the Updated Study Report (USR) with FERC and post on the relicensing 
website at http://www.loup.com/relicense.  The report will include results of study modifications requested by 
FERC in their Study Determination Letters dated 12/20/10 and 06/11/11 
 

• Updated Study Results Meeting 
o September 8, 2011  
o ~8:30 AM to 4:30 PM  
o New World Inn 
o 265 33rd Ave, Columbus, NE 
o RSVP to Angell Robak at arobak@loup.com or (402) 564.3171, ext. 275 by Sept 2

nd
. 

o For those not able to attend in person, conference call capabilities will be available.  
 
We appreciate your time and input on this relicensing effort.  If you have any questions regarding the upcoming reports or 
meetings, please call me at (402) 399.1186. 

 

Matt Pillard, AICP  
Senior Environmental Planner 

Professional Associate 
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HDR | One Company | Many Solutions  

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE | 68114.4098  
Phone: 402.399.1186 | Fax: 402.399.1111  
Email: Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com  

 Please consider the environment before printing. 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 11:33 AM
To: shuhai.zheng@nebraska.gov; frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; jalexand@usgs.gov; 

calms@neb.rr.com; cgenoa@cablene.com; abaum@upperloupnrd.org; 
john.bender@nebraska.gov; al.berndt@nebraska.gov; rbishop@cpnrd.org; 
mike.black@bia.gov; jblackhawk@aol.com; mbrown9@unl.edu; prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; 
emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov; cothern.joe@epa.gov; 
todd.crawford@mail.house.gov; jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov; adubas@leg.ne.gov; 
Brian.Dunnigan@nebraska.gov; lee.emery@ferc.gov; mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; 
barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; peggy.harding@ferc.gov; robert_harms@fws.gov; 
thowe@ponca.com; vwills@pawneenation.org; janet.hutzel@ferc.gov; 
djjarecke@clarkswb.net; nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; 
isis.johnson@ferc.gov; david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; 
butchk@llnrd.org; cityadmin@cablene.com; monroe@megavision.com; 
bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; mkuzila1@unl.edu; clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; 
justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; pcclerk@megavision.com; ncpza@hamilton.net; 
paul.makowski@ferc.gov; jmangi@columbusne.us; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; robertm@llnrd.org; 
jeddins@achp.gov; danno@nohva.com; marvp@megavision.com; tpetr@loup.com; 
bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov; chairmanrhodd@ponca.com; jeff_runge@fws.gov; 
julias@poncatribe-ne.org; kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; jjshadl@nppd.com; 
asheridan@omahatribe.com; don_simpson@blm.gov; msittler@lpsnrd.org; 
Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; jmsunne@nppd.com; 
Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; randy_thoreson@nps.gov; rtrudell@santeedakota.org; 
deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov; jwinkler@papionrd.org; lewrightjr@gmail.com

Cc: Angel Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, Pat; Frame, 
Gail; Grennan, Dennis E.; Hunt, George; Madson, Michael J.; Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa 
(Omaha); Sigler, Bill; Thompson, Wendy; Waldow, George; White, Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District – FERC Relicensing Updated Study Report and Meeting – Save the Date

Categories: Green Category

Relicensing Participants: 

 

This e-mail is to remind you of the Updated Study Results meeting scheduled for September 8
th

 at the New World Inn, 

265 33
rd

 Ave, Columbus, Nebraska.  Please RSVP to Angell Robak at arobak@loup.com or (402) 564-3171, ext. 275 by 

September 2
nd

, 2011.  The meeting agenda is available on the Project website:  

http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/agencymeetingsresources.html 

 

For those not able to attend in person, but wishing to do so via conference call, meeting materials will be posted to the 

above noted Project website in advance of the meeting (by end of day 9/7/11). Dial-in information is as follows: 

 

1-866-994-6437 

Passcode: 4023994909 

 

On August 26, 2011, the District will submit the Updated Study Report (USR) to FERC, it will also be posted on the 

website at http://www.loup.com/relicense. This report will include the updated Sedimentation and Hydrocycling 

studies.  

 

Please come ready to discuss; we will start promptly at 8:30 AM.   

 

Please bring your own copy of the Updated Study Report.  It can be found online after 8/26/11. 

 

We look forward to seeing you on September 8
th

. 
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Thanks. 

 

MATT PILLARD 

AICP 
HDR Engineering, Inc 

Sr. Environmental Planner  

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE 68114  

402.399.1186 | c: 402.660-7998  

matt.pillard@hdrinc.com | hdrinc.com  

Follow Us – Facebook | Twitter | YouTube  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Friday, August 26, 2011 4:16 PM
To: shuhai.zheng@nebraska.gov; frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; jalexand@usgs.gov; 

calms@neb.rr.com; cgenoa@cablene.com; abaum@upperloupnrd.org; 
john.bender@nebraska.gov; al.berndt@nebraska.gov; rbishop@cpnrd.org; 
mike.black@bia.gov; jblackhawk@aol.com; mbrown9@unl.edu; prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; 
emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov; cothern.joe@epa.gov; 
todd.crawford@mail.house.gov; jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov; adubas@leg.ne.gov; 
Brian.Dunnigan@nebraska.gov; lee.emery@ferc.gov; mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; 
barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; peggy.harding@ferc.gov; robert_harms@fws.gov; 
thowe@ponca.com; vwills@pawneenation.org; janet.hutzel@ferc.gov; 
djjarecke@clarkswb.net; nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; 
isis.johnson@ferc.gov; david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; 
butchk@llnrd.org; cityadmin@cablene.com; monroe@megavision.com; 
bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; mkuzila1@unl.edu; clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; 
justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; pcclerk@megavision.com; ncpza@hamilton.net; 
paul.makowski@ferc.gov; jmangi@columbusne.us; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; robertm@llnrd.org; 
jeddins@achp.gov; danno@nohva.com; marvp@megavision.com; tpetr@loup.com; 
bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov; chairmanrhodd@ponca.com; jeff_runge@fws.gov; 
julias@poncatribe-ne.org; kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; jjshadl@nppd.com; 
asheridan@omahatribe.com; don_simpson@blm.gov; msittler@lpsnrd.org; 
Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; jmsunne@nppd.com; 
Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; randy_thoreson@nps.gov; rtrudell@santeedakota.org; 
deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov; jwinkler@papionrd.org; lewrightjr@gmail.com; 
mark@cpnrd.org

Cc: Angel Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, Pat; 
Grennan, Dennis E.; Hunt, George; Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Thompson, 
Wendy; Waldow, George; White, Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District – FERC Relicensing Updated Study Report and Meeting

Relicensing Participants: 
 
Loup Power District has electronically filed its Updated Study Report (USR) with FERC. The report is available on FERC’s 
e-library and on the District’s relicensing website:  http://www.loup.com/relicense/.   
 
The USR includes updated study reports for Sedimentation and Hydrocycling.  
 
The District will hold the Updated Study Results meeting on September 8

th
 at the New World Inn, 265 33

rd
 Ave, Columbus, 

Nebraska. Please RSVP by Sept. 2
nd

 to Angell Robak at arobak@loup.com or (402) 564-3171, ext. 275. 
 
For those not able to attend in person, but wishing to do so via conference call, meeting materials will be posted to: 
http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/agencymeetingsresources.html in advance of the meeting (by end of day 9/7/11). Dial-
in information is as follows: 
 
1-866-994-6437 
Passcode: 4023994909 
 
Please bring your own copy of the Updated Study Report and come ready to discuss; we have a lot of material to cover 
and will start promptly at 8:30 AM on the 8

th
.   

 
We look forward to seeing you on September 8

th
. 

 

MATT PILLARD 

AICP 
HDR Engineering, Inc 

Sr. Environmental Planner  

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE 68114  

402.399.1186 | c: 402.660-7998  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2011 3:03 PM
To: Jeff_Runge@fws.gov
Cc: Thompson, Wendy; Pillard, Matt
Subject: FW: Loup Power District – FERC Relicensing Updated Study Report and Meeting
Attachments: Slingshot.txt

HDR Employees: 
Use the "Download Attachments" button after opening this message in Outlook to download attached files.  
 
Non"HDR Recipients: 
If you are not an HDR employee and this is your first time using Slingshot click here and follow the prompts to set your 
password. 
 
Returning users click here to Download (files: USR_Sed_A.pdf; USR_Hydro_GthruK.pdf; USR_Hydro_A&B.pdf; 
USR_Sed_D.pdf; USR_Sed_G.pdf; USR_Sed_B&C.pdf; USR_Sed_F.pdf; USR_Sed_E.pdf; USR_Hydro_E&F.pdf; 
USR_Hydro_C&D.pdf;)  

Notice: The link in this email will only work for up to 30 days (as set by the sender). If you need access to these 
files for longer, please download and save a copy locally. Recipients of forwarded emails WILL NOT have access 
to the files using this link.  
 

 

Jeff, 
 
There were three studies that we resubmitted reports and associated attachments to FERC: 

• Sedimentation  

• Hydrocycling 

• Section 106 (no attachments) 
 
All other reports and attachments are unchanged. 
 
With Respect to Sedimentation, these are the changes that were made to the report attachments: 

• Attachment A    Cross�Section Surveys – Ungaged Sites (previously submitted as SISR Attachment A – no change) 

• Attachment B    Sediment Transport Tables (Previously submitted as ISR Attachment B – no change) 

• Attachment C    Sediment Transport Graphs (Previously submitted as ISR Attachment A – no change) 

• Attachment D    Sediment Discharge Rating Curve and Sediment Transport Results (Previously submitted as SISR 
Attachment B – no change) 

• Attachment E    Confidence Limits Graphs (New attachment in the USR) 

• Attachment F    Interior Least Tern Nests Compared to Sediment Transport Parameters (Previously submitted ISR 
Attachment C – no change) 

• Attachment G    Piping Plover Nests Compared to Sediment Transport Parameters (Previously submitted ISR 
Attachment D – no change) 

 
With Respect to Hydrocycling, none of the actual attachments changed; however, we did insert some revised fly>sheets 
that have maps of the various gages so you have a reference when reviewing the attachment information.  Here is the list 
of Hydrocycling attachments: 

• Attachment A    Cross�Section Surveys – Ungaged Sites 

• Attachment B    Synthetic Hydrographs – Current Operations and Run�of�River Operations 

• Attachment C    Flow Classification 

• Attachment D    Hydrologic Statistics 
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• Attachment E    Synthetic Hydrographs – Current Operations vs. Run�of�River Operations, 2006, 2008, 2009 

• Attachment F    Hydraulic Geometry Relationships 

• Attachment G    Sediment Discharge Rating Curves and Sediment Transport Results 

• Attachment H    HEC�RAS Water Surface Profiles 

• Attachment I     Benchmark Flow and Exceedance Analysis Bar Charts 

• Attachment J     Daily Evaluation of Percent Suitable Pallid Sturgeon Habitat 

• Attachment K    Habitat Analysis Using HEC�RAS Model Results 
 

I have attached all of the attachments for Sedimentation and Hydrocycling to this e-mail via slingshot – please let me 

know if you have any trouble accessing the files. 

 

Regards,  

 

Lisa  

 

 

From: Jeff_Runge@fws.gov [mailto:Jeff_Runge@fws.gov]  
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2011 12:25 PM 

To: Pillard, Matt 

Cc: Robert_Harms@fws.gov 
Subject: Re: Loup Power District – FERC Relicensing Updated Study Report and Meeting 

 

 
Matt,  
 
Are there additional appendices to supplement the USR (or modification to existing appendices)? Would it be possible to 
combine the FISR, SISR, and USR appendices into one package under the USR? This way we have the complete, 
updated package for evaluation.  
 
Your assistance is greatly appreciated.  
 
Jeff  
 

 
******************************* 
Jeff Runge 
Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
203 W. Second Street 
Grand Island, NE  68801 
(308) 382>6468, Ext. 22 
(308) 379>8553  Cell 
********************************  
 

"Pillard, Matt" <Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com>  

08/26/2011 04:16 PM  

To "shuhai.zheng@nebraska.gov" <shuhai.zheng@nebraska.gov>, 
"frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov" <frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov>, "jalexand@usgs.gov" 
<jalexand@usgs.gov>, "calms@neb.rr.com" <calms@neb.rr.com>, 
"cgenoa@cablene.com" <cgenoa@cablene.com>, "abaum@upperloupnrd.org" 
<abaum@upperloupnrd.org>, "john.bender@nebraska.gov" 
<john.bender@nebraska.gov>, "al.berndt@nebraska.gov" <al.berndt@nebraska.gov>, 
"rbishop@cpnrd.org" <rbishop@cpnrd.org>, "mike.black@bia.gov" 
<mike.black@bia.gov>, "jblackhawk@aol.com" <jblackhawk@aol.com>, 
"mbrown9@unl.edu" <mbrown9@unl.edu>, "prescott.brownell@noaa.gov" 
<prescott.brownell@noaa.gov>, "emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov" 
<emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov>, "cothern.joe@epa.gov" 
<cothern.joe@epa.gov>, "todd.crawford@mail.house.gov" 
<todd.crawford@mail.house.gov>, "jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov" 
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<jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov>, "adubas@leg.ne.gov" <adubas@leg.ne.gov>, 
"Brian.Dunnigan@nebraska.gov" <Brian.Dunnigan@nebraska.gov>, 
"lee.emery@ferc.gov" <lee.emery@ferc.gov>, "mferguson@gp.usbr.gov" 
<mferguson@gp.usbr.gov>, "barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil" 
<barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil>, "peggy.harding@ferc.gov" 
<peggy.harding@ferc.gov>, "robert_harms@fws.gov" <robert_harms@fws.gov>, 
"thowe@ponca.com" <thowe@ponca.com>, "vwills@pawneenation.org" 
<vwills@pawneenation.org>, "janet.hutzel@ferc.gov" <janet.hutzel@ferc.gov>, 
"djjarecke@clarkswb.net" <djjarecke@clarkswb.net>, "nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov" 
<nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov>, "lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org" <lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org>, 
"isis.johnson@ferc.gov" <isis.johnson@ferc.gov>, "david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov" 
<david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov>, "kennyj@headwaterscorp.com" 
<kennyj@headwaterscorp.com>, "butchk@llnrd.org" <butchk@llnrd.org>, 
"cityadmin@cablene.com" <cityadmin@cablene.com>, "monroe@megavision.com" 
<monroe@megavision.com>, "bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov" 
<bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov>, "mkuzila1@unl.edu" <mkuzila1@unl.edu>, 
"clangemeier@leg.ne.gov" <clangemeier@leg.ne.gov>, "justin.lavene@nebraska.gov" 
<justin.lavene@nebraska.gov>, "pcclerk@megavision.com" 
<pcclerk@megavision.com>, "ncpza@hamilton.net" <ncpza@hamilton.net>, 
"paul.makowski@ferc.gov" <paul.makowski@ferc.gov>, "jmangi@columbusne.us" 
<jmangi@columbusne.us>, "jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org" <jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org>, 
"robertm@llnrd.org" <robertm@llnrd.org>, "jeddins@achp.gov" <jeddins@achp.gov>, 
"danno@nohva.com" <danno@nohva.com>, "marvp@megavision.com" 
<marvp@megavision.com>, "tpetr@loup.com" <tpetr@loup.com>, 
"bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov" <bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov>, 
"chairmanrhodd@ponca.com" <chairmanrhodd@ponca.com>, "jeff_runge@fws.gov" 
<jeff_runge@fws.gov>, "julias@poncatribe>ne.org" <julias@poncatribe>ne.org>, 
"kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov" <kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov>, "jjshadl@nppd.com" 
<jjshadl@nppd.com>, "asheridan@omahatribe.com" <asheridan@omahatribe.com>, 
"don_simpson@blm.gov" <don_simpson@blm.gov>, "msittler@lpsnrd.org" 
<msittler@lpsnrd.org>, "Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov" 
<Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov>, "ksullivan@leg.ne.gov" <ksullivan@leg.ne.gov>, 
"jmsunne@nppd.com" <jmsunne@nppd.com>, "Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov" 
<Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov>, "randy_thoreson@nps.gov" 
<randy_thoreson@nps.gov>, "rtrudell@santeedakota.org" 
<rtrudell@santeedakota.org>, "deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov" 
<deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov>, "jwinkler@papionrd.org" <jwinkler@papionrd.org>, 
"lewrightjr@gmail.com" <lewrightjr@gmail.com>, "mark@cpnrd.org" 
<mark@cpnrd.org>  

cc Angel Robak <arobak@loup.com>, Jim Frear <jfrear@loup.com>, Neil Suess 
<nsuess@loup.com>, Ron Ziola <rziola@loup.com>, "Damgaard, Quinn V." 
<Quinn.Damgaard@hdrinc.com>, "Engelbert, Pat" <Pat.Engelbert@hdrinc.com>, 
"Grennan, Dennis E." <Dennis.Grennan@hdrinc.com>, "Hunt, George" 
<George.Hunt@hdrinc.com>, "Pillard, Matt" <Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com>, "Richardson, 
Lisa (Omaha)" <Lisa.Richardson@hdrinc.com>, "Thompson, Wendy" 
<Wendy.Thompson@hdrinc.com>, "Waldow, George" 
<George.Waldow@hdrinc.com>, "White, Stephanie" <Stephanie.White@hdrinc.com>  

Subject Loup Power District – FERC Relicensing Updated Study Report and Meeting 

 
 

 

 

 
Relicensing Participants:  
   
Loup Power District has electronically filed its Updated Study Report (USR) with FERC. The report is available on FERC’s 
e>library and on the District’s relicensing website:  http://www.loup.com/relicense/.    
   
The USR includes updated study reports for Sedimentation and Hydrocycling.  
   
The District will hold the Updated Study Results meeting on September 8

th
 at the New World Inn, 265 33

rd
 Ave, Columbus, 

Nebraska. Please RSVP by Sept. 2
nd

 to Angell Robak at arobak@loup.com or (402) 564>3171, ext. 275.  
   
For those not able to attend in person, but wishing to do so via conference call, meeting materials will be posted to: 
http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/agencymeetingsresources.html in advance of the meeting (by end of day 9/7/11). Dial>
in information is as follows:  
   
1>866>994>6437  
Passcode: 4023994909  
   
Please bring your own copy of the Updated Study Report and come ready to discuss; we have a lot of material to cover 
and will start promptly at 8:30 AM on the 8

th
.    
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We look forward to seeing you on September 8

th
.  

   

Matt Pillard 

AICP 
HDR Engineering, Inc 

Sr. Environmental Planner  

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE 68114 

402.399.1186 | c: 402.660-7998  
matt.pillard@hdrinc.com | hdrinc.com  
Follow Us – Facebook | Twitter | YouTube  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Jeff_Runge@fws.gov
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2011 5:23 PM
To: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Cc: Pillard, Matt; Thompson, Wendy
Subject: Re: FW: Loup Power District – FERC Relicensing Updated Study Report and Meeting
Attachments: Slingshot.txt

 
Lisa,  
 
I was able to download all of the files. The below documentation is helpful when trying to keep track of multiple files. 
Thanks for your help.  
 
Jeff  
 

 

 

"Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)" 
<Lisa.Richardson@hdrinc.com>  

08/29/2011 03:03 PM  

To "Jeff_Runge@fws.gov" <Jeff_Runge@fws.gov>  
cc "Thompson, Wendy" <Wendy.Thompson@hdrinc.com>, "Pillard, Matt" 

<Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com>  
Subject FW: Loup Power District – FERC Relicensing Updated Study Report and Meeting 

 
 

 

 

 
HDR Employees:  
Use the "Download Attachments" button after opening this message in Outlook to download attached files.  
 
Non*HDR Recipients:  
If you are not an HDR employee and this is your first time using Slingshot click here and follow the prompts to set your 
password.  
 
Returning users click here to Download (files: USR_Sed_A.pdf; USR_Hydro_GthruK.pdf; USR_Hydro_A&B.pdf; 
USR_Sed_D.pdf; USR_Sed_G.pdf; USR_Sed_B&C.pdf; USR_Sed_F.pdf; USR_Sed_E.pdf; USR_Hydro_E&F.pdf; 
USR_Hydro_C&D.pdf;)  

 
Notice: The link in this email will only work for up to 30 days (as set by the sender). If you need access to these 
files for longer, please download and save a copy locally. Recipients of forwarded emails WILL NOT have access 
to the files using this link.  

 

 
Jeff,  
   
There were three studies that we resubmitted reports and associated attachments to FERC:  
•         Sedimentation  
•         Hydrocycling  
•         Section 106 (no attachments)  
   
All other reports and attachments are unchanged.  
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With Respect to Sedimentation, these are the changes that were made to the report attachments:  

•         Attachment A    Cross�Section Surveys – Ungaged Sites (previously submitted as SISR Attachment A – no change)  

•         Attachment B    Sediment Transport Tables (Previously submitted as ISR Attachment B – no change)  

•         Attachment C    Sediment Transport Graphs (Previously submitted as ISR Attachment A – no change)  

•         Attachment D    Sediment Discharge Rating Curve and Sediment Transport Results (Previously submitted as SISR 
Attachment B – no change)  

•         Attachment E    Confidence Limits Graphs (New attachment in the USR)  

•         Attachment F    Interior Least Tern Nests Compared to Sediment Transport Parameters (Previously submitted ISR 
Attachment C – no change)  

•         Attachment G    Piping Plover Nests Compared to Sediment Transport Parameters (Previously submitted ISR 
Attachment D – no change)  
   
With Respect to Hydrocycling, none of the actual attachments changed; however, we did insert some revised flyDsheets 
that have maps of the various gages so you have a reference when reviewing the attachment information.  Here is the list 
of Hydrocycling attachments:  

•         Attachment A    Cross�Section Surveys – Ungaged Sites  

•         Attachment B    Synthetic Hydrographs – Current Operations and Run�of�River Operations  

•         Attachment C    Flow Classification  

•         Attachment D    Hydrologic Statistics  

•         Attachment E    Synthetic Hydrographs – Current Operations vs. Run�of�River Operations, 2006, 2008, 2009  

•         Attachment F    Hydraulic Geometry Relationships  

•         Attachment G    Sediment Discharge Rating Curves and Sediment Transport Results  

•         Attachment H    HEC�RAS Water Surface Profiles  

•         Attachment I     Benchmark Flow and Exceedance Analysis Bar Charts  

•         Attachment J     Daily Evaluation of Percent Suitable Pallid Sturgeon Habitat  

•        Attachment K    Habitat Analysis Using HEC�RAS Model Results  
   
I have attached all of the attachments for Sedimentation and Hydrocycling to this e-mail via slingshot – please let me know if you 

have any trouble accessing the files.  
   
Regards,  
   
Lisa  
   
   
From: Jeff_Runge@fws.gov [mailto:Jeff_Runge@fws.gov]  

Sent: Monday, August 29, 2011 12:25 PM 
To: Pillard, Matt 

Cc: Robert_Harms@fws.gov 
Subject: Re: Loup Power District – FERC Relicensing Updated Study Report and Meeting  
   
 
Matt,  
 
Are there additional appendices to supplement the USR (or modification to existing appendices)? Would it be possible to 
combine the FISR, SISR, and USR appendices into one package under the USR? This way we have the complete, 
updated package for evaluation.  
 
Your assistance is greatly appreciated.  
 
Jeff  
 
 
******************************* 
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Jeff Runge 
Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
203 W. Second Street 
Grand Island, NE  68801 
(308) 382D6468, Ext. 22 
(308) 379D8553  Cell 
********************************  

"Pillard, Matt" 
<Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com> 

08/26/2011 04:16 PM  

 
To "shuhai.zheng@nebraska.gov" <shuhai.zheng@nebraska.gov>, "frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov" 

<frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov>, "jalexand@usgs.gov" <jalexand@usgs.gov>, "calms@neb.rr.com" <calms@neb.rr.com>, 
"cgenoa@cablene.com" <cgenoa@cablene.com>, "abaum@upperloupnrd.org" <abaum@upperloupnrd.org>, 
"john.bender@nebraska.gov" <john.bender@nebraska.gov>, "al.berndt@nebraska.gov" <al.berndt@nebraska.gov>, 
"rbishop@cpnrd.org" <rbishop@cpnrd.org>, "mike.black@bia.gov" <mike.black@bia.gov>, "jblackhawk@aol.com" 
<jblackhawk@aol.com>, "mbrown9@unl.edu" <mbrown9@unl.edu>, "prescott.brownell@noaa.gov" 
<prescott.brownell@noaa.gov>, "emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov" <emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov>, 
"cothern.joe@epa.gov" <cothern.joe@epa.gov>, "todd.crawford@mail.house.gov" <todd.crawford@mail.house.gov>, 
"jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov" <jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov>, "adubas@leg.ne.gov" <adubas@leg.ne.gov>, 
"Brian.Dunnigan@nebraska.gov" <Brian.Dunnigan@nebraska.gov>, "lee.emery@ferc.gov" <lee.emery@ferc.gov>, 
"mferguson@gp.usbr.gov" <mferguson@gp.usbr.gov>, "barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil" 
<barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil>, "peggy.harding@ferc.gov" <peggy.harding@ferc.gov>, "robert_harms@fws.gov" 
<robert_harms@fws.gov>, "thowe@ponca.com" <thowe@ponca.com>, "vwills@pawneenation.org" 
<vwills@pawneenation.org>, "janet.hutzel@ferc.gov" <janet.hutzel@ferc.gov>, "djjarecke@clarkswb.net" 
<djjarecke@clarkswb.net>, "nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov" <nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov>, "lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org" 
<lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org>, "isis.johnson@ferc.gov" <isis.johnson@ferc.gov>, "david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov" 
<david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov>, "kennyj@headwaterscorp.com" <kennyj@headwaterscorp.com>, "butchk@llnrd.org" 
<butchk@llnrd.org>, "cityadmin@cablene.com" <cityadmin@cablene.com>, "monroe@megavision.com" 
<monroe@megavision.com>, "bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov" <bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov>, "mkuzila1@unl.edu" 
<mkuzila1@unl.edu>, "clangemeier@leg.ne.gov" <clangemeier@leg.ne.gov>, "justin.lavene@nebraska.gov" 
<justin.lavene@nebraska.gov>, "pcclerk@megavision.com" <pcclerk@megavision.com>, "ncpza@hamilton.net" 
<ncpza@hamilton.net>, "paul.makowski@ferc.gov" <paul.makowski@ferc.gov>, "jmangi@columbusne.us" 
<jmangi@columbusne.us>, "jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org" <jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org>, "robertm@llnrd.org" <robertm@llnrd.org>, 
"jeddins@achp.gov" <jeddins@achp.gov>, "danno@nohva.com" <danno@nohva.com>, "marvp@megavision.com" 
<marvp@megavision.com>, "tpetr@loup.com" <tpetr@loup.com>, "bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov" 
<bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov>, "chairmanrhodd@ponca.com" <chairmanrhodd@ponca.com>, "jeff_runge@fws.gov" 
<jeff_runge@fws.gov>, "julias@poncatribeDne.org" <julias@poncatribeDne.org>, "kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov" 
<kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov>, "jjshadl@nppd.com" <jjshadl@nppd.com>, "asheridan@omahatribe.com" 
<asheridan@omahatribe.com>, "don_simpson@blm.gov" <don_simpson@blm.gov>, "msittler@lpsnrd.org" 
<msittler@lpsnrd.org>, "Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov" <Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov>, "ksullivan@leg.ne.gov" 
<ksullivan@leg.ne.gov>, "jmsunne@nppd.com" <jmsunne@nppd.com>, "Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov" 
<Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov>, "randy_thoreson@nps.gov" <randy_thoreson@nps.gov>, "rtrudell@santeedakota.org" 
<rtrudell@santeedakota.org>, "deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov" <deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov>, 
"jwinkler@papionrd.org" <jwinkler@papionrd.org>, "lewrightjr@gmail.com" <lewrightjr@gmail.com>, "mark@cpnrd.org" 
<mark@cpnrd.org>  

cc Angel Robak <arobak@loup.com>, Jim Frear <jfrear@loup.com>, Neil Suess <nsuess@loup.com>, Ron Ziola 
<rziola@loup.com>, "Damgaard, Quinn V." <Quinn.Damgaard@hdrinc.com>, "Engelbert, Pat" 
<Pat.Engelbert@hdrinc.com>, "Grennan, Dennis E." <Dennis.Grennan@hdrinc.com>, "Hunt, George" 
<George.Hunt@hdrinc.com>, "Pillard, Matt" <Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com>, "Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)" 
<Lisa.Richardson@hdrinc.com>, "Thompson, Wendy" <Wendy.Thompson@hdrinc.com>, "Waldow, George" 
<George.Waldow@hdrinc.com>, "White, Stephanie" <Stephanie.White@hdrinc.com>  

Subject Loup Power District – FERC Relicensing Updated Study Report and Meeting 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 
Relicensing Participants:  
  
Loup Power District has electronically filed its Updated Study Report (USR) with FERC. The report is available on FERC’s 
eDlibrary and on the District’s relicensing website:  http://www.loup.com/relicense/.    
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The USR includes updated study reports for Sedimentation and Hydrocycling.  

  
The District will hold the Updated Study Results meeting on September 8

th
 at the New World Inn, 265 33

rd
 Ave, Columbus, 

Nebraska. Please RSVP by Sept. 2
nd

 to Angell Robak at arobak@loup.com or (402) 564D3171, ext. 275.  
  
For those not able to attend in person, but wishing to do so via conference call, meeting materials will be posted to: 
http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/agencymeetingsresources.html in advance of the meeting (by end of day 9/7/11). DialD
in information is as follows:  
  
1D866D994D6437  
Passcode: 4023994909  
  
Please bring your own copy of the Updated Study Report and come ready to discuss; we have a lot of material to cover 
and will start promptly at 8:30 AM on the 8

th
.    

  
We look forward to seeing you on September 8

th
.  

   

Matt Pillard 

AICP 
HDR Engineering, Inc 

Sr. Environmental Planner  

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE 68114 

402.399.1186 | c: 402.660-7998  
matt.pillard@hdrinc.com | hdrinc.com  

Follow Us – Facebook | Twitter | YouTube  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Sent: Wednesday, September 07, 2011 4:06 PM
To: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Jeff_Runge@fws.gov
Cc: Thompson, Wendy; Pillard, Matt
Subject: RE: Loup Power District – FERC Relicensing Updated Study Report and Meeting
Attachments: USR_Sed_H.pdf

Jeff, 
 
I had previously sent you all of the attachments for the various studies for the Loup Power Relicensing.  Yesterday the 
District submitted an additional attachment for the Study 1.0 – Sedimentation, Attachment H – SPSS Output for Statistical 
Analysis by River Mile.  You should have received an e8mail from Matt Pillard about this submittal.  So that your set of 
attachments is complete, I am sending this new attachment to you.     
 
If you need anything else, don’t hesitate to give me a call. 
 
Regards,  
 
Lisa 
 
 

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)  

Sent: Monday, August 29, 2011 3:03 PM 
To: 'Jeff_Runge@fws.gov' 

Cc: Thompson, Wendy; Pillard, Matt 
Subject: FW: Loup Power District – FERC Relicensing Updated Study Report and Meeting 
 

 

Jeff, 
 
There were three studies that we resubmitted reports and associated attachments to FERC: 

• Sedimentation  

• Hydrocycling 

• Section 106 (no attachments) 
 
All other reports and attachments are unchanged. 
 
With Respect to Sedimentation, these are the changes that were made to the report attachments: 

• Attachment A    Cross�Section Surveys – Ungaged Sites (previously submitted as SISR Attachment A – no change) 

• Attachment B    Sediment Transport Tables (Previously submitted as ISR Attachment B – no change) 

• Attachment C    Sediment Transport Graphs (Previously submitted as ISR Attachment A – no change) 

• Attachment D    Sediment Discharge Rating Curve and Sediment Transport Results (Previously submitted as SISR 
Attachment B – no change) 

• Attachment E    Confidence Limits Graphs (New attachment in the USR) 

• Attachment F    Interior Least Tern Nests Compared to Sediment Transport Parameters (Previously submitted ISR 
Attachment C – no change) 

• Attachment G    Piping Plover Nests Compared to Sediment Transport Parameters (Previously submitted ISR 
Attachment D – no change) 
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With Respect to Hydrocycling, none of the actual attachments changed; however, we did insert some revised fly8sheets 
that have maps of the various gages so you have a reference when reviewing the attachment information.  Here is the list 
of Hydrocycling attachments: 

• Attachment A    Cross�Section Surveys – Ungaged Sites 

• Attachment B    Synthetic Hydrographs – Current Operations and Run�of�River Operations 

• Attachment C    Flow Classification 

• Attachment D    Hydrologic Statistics 

• Attachment E    Synthetic Hydrographs – Current Operations vs. Run�of�River Operations, 2006, 2008, 2009 

• Attachment F    Hydraulic Geometry Relationships 

• Attachment G    Sediment Discharge Rating Curves and Sediment Transport Results 

• Attachment H    HEC�RAS Water Surface Profiles 

• Attachment I     Benchmark Flow and Exceedance Analysis Bar Charts 

• Attachment J     Daily Evaluation of Percent Suitable Pallid Sturgeon Habitat 

• Attachment K    Habitat Analysis Using HEC�RAS Model Results 
 

I have attached all of the attachments for Sedimentation and Hydrocycling to this e-mail via slingshot – please let me 

know if you have any trouble accessing the files. 

 

Regards,  

 

Lisa  

 

 

From: Jeff_Runge@fws.gov [mailto:Jeff_Runge@fws.gov]  

Sent: Monday, August 29, 2011 12:25 PM 

To: Pillard, Matt 
Cc: Robert_Harms@fws.gov 

Subject: Re: Loup Power District – FERC Relicensing Updated Study Report and Meeting 

 

 
Matt,  
 
Are there additional appendices to supplement the USR (or modification to existing appendices)? Would it be possible to 
combine the FISR, SISR, and USR appendices into one package under the USR? This way we have the complete, 
updated package for evaluation.  
 
Your assistance is greatly appreciated.  
 
Jeff  
 

 
******************************* 
Jeff Runge 
Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
203 W. Second Street 
Grand Island, NE  68801 
(308) 38286468, Ext. 22 
(308) 37988553  Cell 
********************************  

"Pillard, Matt" <Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com>  

08/26/2011 04:16 PM  

To "shuhai.zheng@nebraska.gov" <shuhai.zheng@nebraska.gov>, 
"frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov" <frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov>, "jalexand@usgs.gov" 
<jalexand@usgs.gov>, "calms@neb.rr.com" <calms@neb.rr.com>, 
"cgenoa@cablene.com" <cgenoa@cablene.com>, "abaum@upperloupnrd.org" 
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<abaum@upperloupnrd.org>, "john.bender@nebraska.gov" 
<john.bender@nebraska.gov>, "al.berndt@nebraska.gov" <al.berndt@nebraska.gov>, 
"rbishop@cpnrd.org" <rbishop@cpnrd.org>, "mike.black@bia.gov" 
<mike.black@bia.gov>, "jblackhawk@aol.com" <jblackhawk@aol.com>, 
"mbrown9@unl.edu" <mbrown9@unl.edu>, "prescott.brownell@noaa.gov" 
<prescott.brownell@noaa.gov>, "emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov" 
<emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov>, "cothern.joe@epa.gov" 
<cothern.joe@epa.gov>, "todd.crawford@mail.house.gov" 
<todd.crawford@mail.house.gov>, "jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov" 
<jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov>, "adubas@leg.ne.gov" <adubas@leg.ne.gov>, 
"Brian.Dunnigan@nebraska.gov" <Brian.Dunnigan@nebraska.gov>, 
"lee.emery@ferc.gov" <lee.emery@ferc.gov>, "mferguson@gp.usbr.gov" 
<mferguson@gp.usbr.gov>, "barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil" 
<barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil>, "peggy.harding@ferc.gov" 
<peggy.harding@ferc.gov>, "robert_harms@fws.gov" <robert_harms@fws.gov>, 
"thowe@ponca.com" <thowe@ponca.com>, "vwills@pawneenation.org" 
<vwills@pawneenation.org>, "janet.hutzel@ferc.gov" <janet.hutzel@ferc.gov>, 
"djjarecke@clarkswb.net" <djjarecke@clarkswb.net>, "nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov" 
<nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov>, "lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org" <lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org>, 
"isis.johnson@ferc.gov" <isis.johnson@ferc.gov>, "david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov" 
<david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov>, "kennyj@headwaterscorp.com" 
<kennyj@headwaterscorp.com>, "butchk@llnrd.org" <butchk@llnrd.org>, 
"cityadmin@cablene.com" <cityadmin@cablene.com>, "monroe@megavision.com" 
<monroe@megavision.com>, "bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov" 
<bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov>, "mkuzila1@unl.edu" <mkuzila1@unl.edu>, 
"clangemeier@leg.ne.gov" <clangemeier@leg.ne.gov>, "justin.lavene@nebraska.gov" 
<justin.lavene@nebraska.gov>, "pcclerk@megavision.com" 
<pcclerk@megavision.com>, "ncpza@hamilton.net" <ncpza@hamilton.net>, 
"paul.makowski@ferc.gov" <paul.makowski@ferc.gov>, "jmangi@columbusne.us" 
<jmangi@columbusne.us>, "jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org" <jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org>, 
"robertm@llnrd.org" <robertm@llnrd.org>, "jeddins@achp.gov" <jeddins@achp.gov>, 
"danno@nohva.com" <danno@nohva.com>, "marvp@megavision.com" 
<marvp@megavision.com>, "tpetr@loup.com" <tpetr@loup.com>, 
"bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov" <bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov>, 
"chairmanrhodd@ponca.com" <chairmanrhodd@ponca.com>, "jeff_runge@fws.gov" 
<jeff_runge@fws.gov>, "julias@poncatribe8ne.org" <julias@poncatribe8ne.org>, 
"kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov" <kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov>, "jjshadl@nppd.com" 
<jjshadl@nppd.com>, "asheridan@omahatribe.com" <asheridan@omahatribe.com>, 
"don_simpson@blm.gov" <don_simpson@blm.gov>, "msittler@lpsnrd.org" 
<msittler@lpsnrd.org>, "Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov" 
<Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov>, "ksullivan@leg.ne.gov" <ksullivan@leg.ne.gov>, 
"jmsunne@nppd.com" <jmsunne@nppd.com>, "Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov" 
<Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov>, "randy_thoreson@nps.gov" 
<randy_thoreson@nps.gov>, "rtrudell@santeedakota.org" 
<rtrudell@santeedakota.org>, "deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov" 
<deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov>, "jwinkler@papionrd.org" <jwinkler@papionrd.org>, 
"lewrightjr@gmail.com" <lewrightjr@gmail.com>, "mark@cpnrd.org" 
<mark@cpnrd.org>  

cc Angel Robak <arobak@loup.com>, Jim Frear <jfrear@loup.com>, Neil Suess 
<nsuess@loup.com>, Ron Ziola <rziola@loup.com>, "Damgaard, Quinn V." 
<Quinn.Damgaard@hdrinc.com>, "Engelbert, Pat" <Pat.Engelbert@hdrinc.com>, 
"Grennan, Dennis E." <Dennis.Grennan@hdrinc.com>, "Hunt, George" 
<George.Hunt@hdrinc.com>, "Pillard, Matt" <Matt.Pillard@hdrinc.com>, "Richardson, 
Lisa (Omaha)" <Lisa.Richardson@hdrinc.com>, "Thompson, Wendy" 
<Wendy.Thompson@hdrinc.com>, "Waldow, George" 
<George.Waldow@hdrinc.com>, "White, Stephanie" <Stephanie.White@hdrinc.com>  

Subject Loup Power District – FERC Relicensing Updated Study Report and Meeting 

 
 

 

 

 
Relicensing Participants:  
   
Loup Power District has electronically filed its Updated Study Report (USR) with FERC. The report is available on FERC’s 
e8library and on the District’s relicensing website:  http://www.loup.com/relicense/.    
   
The USR includes updated study reports for Sedimentation and Hydrocycling.  
   
The District will hold the Updated Study Results meeting on September 8

th
 at the New World Inn, 265 33

rd
 Ave, Columbus, 

Nebraska. Please RSVP by Sept. 2
nd

 to Angell Robak at arobak@loup.com or (402) 56483171, ext. 275.  
   
For those not able to attend in person, but wishing to do so via conference call, meeting materials will be posted to: 
http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/agencymeetingsresources.html in advance of the meeting (by end of day 9/7/11). Dial8
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in information is as follows:  
   
18866899486437  
Passcode: 4023994909  
   
Please bring your own copy of the Updated Study Report and come ready to discuss; we have a lot of material to cover 
and will start promptly at 8:30 AM on the 8

th
.    

   
We look forward to seeing you on September 8

th
.  

   

Matt Pillard 

AICP 
HDR Engineering, Inc 

Sr. Environmental Planner  

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE 68114 

402.399.1186 | c: 402.660-7998  
matt.pillard@hdrinc.com | hdrinc.com  
Follow Us – Facebook | Twitter | YouTube  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Wednesday, September 07, 2011 1:06 PM
To: shuhai.zheng@nebraska.gov; frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; jalexand@usgs.gov; 

calms@neb.rr.com; cgenoa@cablene.com; abaum@upperloupnrd.org; 
john.bender@nebraska.gov; al.berndt@nebraska.gov; rbishop@cpnrd.org; 
mike.black@bia.gov; jblackhawk@aol.com; mbrown9@unl.edu; prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; 
emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov; cothern.joe@epa.gov; 
todd.crawford@mail.house.gov; jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov; adubas@leg.ne.gov; 
Brian.Dunnigan@nebraska.gov; lee.emery@ferc.gov; mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; 
barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; peggy.harding@ferc.gov; robert_harms@fws.gov; 
thowe@ponca.com; vwills@pawneenation.org; janet.hutzel@ferc.gov; 
djjarecke@clarkswb.net; nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; 
isis.johnson@ferc.gov; david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; 
butchk@llnrd.org; cityadmin@cablene.com; monroe@megavision.com; 
bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; mkuzila1@unl.edu; clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; 
justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; pcclerk@megavision.com; ncpza@hamilton.net; 
paul.makowski@ferc.gov; jmangi@columbusne.us; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; robertm@llnrd.org; 
jeddins@achp.gov; danno@nohva.com; marvp@megavision.com; tpetr@loup.com; 
bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov; chairmanrhodd@ponca.com; jeff_runge@fws.gov; 
julias@poncatribe-ne.org; kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; jjshadl@nppd.com; 
asheridan@omahatribe.com; don_simpson@blm.gov; msittler@lpsnrd.org; 
Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; jmsunne@nppd.com; 
Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; randy_thoreson@nps.gov; rtrudell@santeedakota.org; 
deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov; jwinkler@papionrd.org; lewrightjr@gmail.com; 
mark@cpnrd.org

Cc: Angel Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, Pat; 
Grennan, Dennis E.; Hunt, George; Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Thompson, 
Wendy; Waldow, George; White, Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District – FERC Relicensing Updated Study Report Addendum and Meeting 
Materials

Relicensing Participants: 

 

Loup Power District has electronically filed an addendum to the Updated Study Report (USR) with FERC. It is available on 
FERC’s e-library and on the District’s relicensing website.  The addendum includes the results of the statistical analysis of 
interior least tern nesting and Appendix J, Summary of Results Related to the Interior Least Tern and Piping Plover 

 

The presentation for tomorrow's Updated Study Report meeting is now available on the website. The meeting will be held 
at the New World Inn in Columbus, NE. Call in instructions can also be found on the web. If you call in, we request that 
you send an alternate phone number to Wendy Thompson (wendy.thompson@hdrinc.com) in case of technical difficulties. 

 

Thank you. Look forward to seeing you/hearing from you tomorrow. 

 

 

MATT PILLARD 

AICP 
HDR Engineering, Inc 

Sr. Environmental Planner  

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE 68114  

402.399.1186 | c: 402.660-7998  

matt.pillard@hdrinc.com | hdrinc.com  

Follow Us – Facebook | Twitter | YouTube  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 7:56 AM
To: Jorgensen, Joel; mbrown9@unl.edu
Cc: Thompson, Wendy; Pillard, Matt
Subject: Loup Hydro Relicensing
Attachments: USR_Sed_H.pdf

Joel & Mary, 
 
Attached is the Sedimentation Study attachment (H) that includes all the SPSS output from the statistical analysis that 
was performed related to the bird nesting data. 
 
Feel free to give me a call if you have any questions. 
 
Regards, 
 
Lisa 
 

LISA M. RICHARDSON, P.E. HDR Engineering, Inc  

Associate Vice President 

8404 indian Hills Drive| Omaha, NE 68114  

o: 402.926.7026 | c: 402.618.9865 

f:  402.399.1111 

lisa.richardson@hdrinc.com | hdrinc.com  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Pillard, Matt
Sent: Tuesday, September 27, 2011 8:00 AM
To: shuhai.zheng@nebraska.gov; frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; jalexand@usgs.gov; 

calms@neb.rr.com; cgenoa@cablene.com; abaum@upperloupnrd.org; 
john.bender@nebraska.gov; al.berndt@nebraska.gov; rbishop@cpnrd.org; 
mike.black@bia.gov; jblackhawk@aol.com; mbrown9@unl.edu; prescott.brownell@noaa.gov; 
emily_brummund@johanns.senate.gov; cothern.joe@epa.gov; 
todd.crawford@mail.house.gov; jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov; adubas@leg.ne.gov; 
Brian.Dunnigan@nebraska.gov; lee.emery@ferc.gov; mferguson@gp.usbr.gov; 
barbara.j.friskopp@usace.army.mil; peggy.harding@ferc.gov; robert_harms@fws.gov; 
thowe@ponca.com; vwills@pawneenation.org; janet.hutzel@ferc.gov; 
djjarecke@clarkswb.net; nicholas.jayjack@ferc.gov; lpsnrd@lpsnrd.org; 
isis.johnson@ferc.gov; david.jundt@dhhs.ne.gov; kennyj@headwaterscorp.com; 
butchk@llnrd.org; cityadmin@cablene.com; monroe@megavision.com; 
bobbie.wickham@nebraska.gov; mkuzila1@unl.edu; clangemeier@leg.ne.gov; 
justin.lavene@nebraska.gov; pcclerk@megavision.com; ncpza@hamilton.net; 
paul.makowski@ferc.gov; jmangi@columbusne.us; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; robertm@llnrd.org; 
jeddins@achp.gov; danno@nohva.com; marvp@megavision.com; tpetr@loup.com; 
bob.puschendorf@nebraska.gov; chairmanrhodd@ponca.com; jeff_runge@fws.gov; 
julias@poncatribe.ne.org; kenneth.sessa@dhs.gov; jjshadl@nppd.com; 
asheridan@omahatribe.com; don_simpson@blm.gov; msittler@lpsnrd.org; 
Robert_F_Stewart@ios.doi.gov; ksullivan@leg.ne.gov; jmsunne@nppd.com; 
Willie_Taylor@ios.doi.gov; randy_thoreson@nps.gov; rtrudell@santeedakota.org; 
deb.vanmatre@mail.house.gov; jwinkler@papionrd.org; mark@cpnrd.org

Cc: Angel Robak; Jim Frear; Neil Suess; Ron Ziola; Damgaard, Quinn V.; Engelbert, Pat; 
Grennan, Dennis E.; Hunt, George; Pillard, Matt; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Thompson, 
Wendy; Waldow, George; White, Stephanie

Subject: Loup Power District – FERC Relicensing Updated Study Report Meeting Summary

Relicensing Participants: 

  

Loup Power District has electronically filed the Meeting Summary from the Updated Study Results Meeting held on 
September 8, 2011.  The report is available on FERC’s e.library and on the District’s relicensing website:  
http://www.loup.com/relicense/html/documents.html.  

  

Thank you. 

 

 

MATT PILLARD 

AICP 
HDR Engineering, Inc 

Sr. Environmental Planner  

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE 68114  

402.399.1186 | c: 402.660-7998  

matt.pillard@hdrinc.com | hdrinc.com  

Follow Us – Facebook | Twitter | YouTube  
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Sent: Monday, October 03, 2011 6:02 PM
To: Thompson, Wendy
Subject: FW: ESA and FPA discussions Loup Power District
Attachments: Draft Meeting Agenda 10032011.doc

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

For the DB and PW. 
 

From: Robert_Harms@fws.gov [mailto:Robert_Harms@fws.gov]  

Sent: Monday, September 26, 2011 11:16 AM 
To: frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov; jeff_runge@fws.gov; Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Pillard, Matt; nsuess@loup.com; 

joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov; richard.holland@nebraska.gov; Michelle.Koch@nebraska.gov 
Cc: John_Cochnar@fws.gov 

Subject: Re: ESA and FPA discussions Loup Power District 

 

All: 

 

I have scheduled the Endangered Species Act and Federal Power Act discussions for October 3, 2011, from 1#

3:00 pm##a date and time that works for the majority of people who completed the doodle poll. Our meeting 

location is at the Loup Power District office in Columbus. Neal##please advise me if this date and time will not 

work for you. A draft agenda is attached for your consideration##please take the time to review it and provide 

any suggestions to the agenda to me. Thanks.  

 

(See attached file: Draft Meeting Agenda 10032011.doc) 

 

Bob 

 

Robert R. Harms 

Fish and Wildlife Biologist 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

203 West Second Street 

Grand Island, Nebraska 68801 

Phone: 308#382#6468, Extension 17 

Fax: 308#384#8835 

robert_harms@fws.gov 

 

Robert Harms/R6/FWS/DOI 

Robert 

Harms/R6/FWS/DOI 

09/20/2011 09:28 AM 

To
 
Neil Suess, Matt Pillard, Frank Albrecht, Lisa Richardson, Jeff 

Runge 

cc
 
John Cochnar/R6/FWS/DOI@FWS 

Subject
 
ESA and FPA discussions Loup Power District 
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All: 

 

This is to schedule a meeting to begin section 7 consultation pursuant to the Endangered Species Act and 

section 10j of the Federal Power Act processes for the proposed FERC relicensing of Loup Power District 

operations. Please complete the doodle poll link that I have attached by Thursday September 22 and I'll select a 

meeting date that works. Tentative agenda topics include the processes and purposes for section 7 consultation 

and section 10 j; species affects; protection, avoidance, and mitigation measures, monitoring; and next steps. I'll 

prepare a draft agenda prior to our meeting and circulate that for feedback. Plan for a 2#3 hour meeting; once a 

date is selected I'll be in touch with further logistical information including a meeting location and time##I am 

leaning toward a meeting at LPD offices in Columbus##Neil is that possible pending the selection of a meeting 

date?  

 

Please call or E#mail me if you have any questions. Thanks much.  

 

http://www.doodle.com/x5yv58gzvccnsyue 
 

Bob 

 

Robert R. Harms 

Fish and Wildlife Biologist 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

203 West Second Street 

Grand Island, Nebraska 68801 

Phone: 308#382#6468, Extension 17 

Fax: 308#384#8835 

robert_harms@fws.gov 



 
Draft Agenda 

 
Loup Power District 
FERC Relicensing 

Section 7 Endangered Species Act 
Section 10J of the Federal Power Act  

October 3, 2011 
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

 
 
a)  Introductions 
 
b)  Processes  

 Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act 
 Section 10J of the Federal Power Act 

 
c)  Environmental baseline 
 
d) Species effects 
 
e) Avoidance, minimization, and mitigation  
 
f)  Next steps 
 
g)  Adjourn 
 
  



 

 

September 26, 2011 
 
 
 
Mr. Robert Harms 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Nebraska Field Office 
203 West Second Street 
Federal Building, Second Floor 
Grand Island, Nebraska 68801 
 
RE: 2011 Loup River Tern and Plover Information Request  
 
Dear Mr. Harms: 
 
As you are aware, Loup Power District (the District) is currently seeking a new operating license 
with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) for its hydroelectric facilities located on 
the Loup River near Genoa and Columbus, Nebraska. I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
you for your responses to our prior requests for information and for your involvement thus far in the 
re-licensing process.  
 
The District has completed one year of studies as they relate to the re-licensing effort and have 
presented these study results. To date, the District has obtained tern and plover survey data from 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission (NGPC), as the agency tasked with updating and managing 
the Nebraska Least Tern and Piping Plover Database, and also from the USFWS as the agency 
responsible for collection of 2009 and 2010 tern and plover data on the Loup River.  
 
At this time, I would like to request any and all 2011 interior least tern and piping plover population, 
nesting, chick counts, fledge counts, productivity information, nest and adult locations, trend 
information, and any habitat information collected by the USFWS during the 2011 breeding season 
for the Loup River (both on- and off-river data). This information would be used to update existing 
studies and is critical to completion of the biological assessment and continuation of the 
environmental review of the Project. Please provide this data electronically (excel, database, 
shapefiles, etc) to expedite our review of the data. 
 
I appreciate your assistance in providing information for the relicensing effort as quickly as possible. 
The information requested will be used for analytical purposes and the only information that will be 
published is information related to general trends and observations. Location specific information 
will not be made available to the general public without the consent of the USFWS and NGPC.  
 



 

Please submit the requested information electronically as soon as possible to HDR Engineering, the 
District’s relicensing consultant: 
  
 Matt Pillard 
 HDR Engineering 
 8404 Indian Hills Drive 
 Omaha, NE  68114 
 Matt.pillard@hdrinc.com 
 
Please feel free to contact Matt Pillard (402-399-1186) or Melissa Marinovich (402-399-1317) of 
HDR if you have any questions or clarifications regarding this information request. Thank you for 
your assistance. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Neal D. Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Public Power District 

 
 
 
cc: Lee Emery, FERC 
 Joel Jorgensen, NGPC 
 Matt Pillard, HDR 

  



 

 

 

September 26, 2011 
 

Mr. Robert Harms 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Nebraska Field Office 
203 West Second Street 
Federal Building, Second Floor 
Grand Island, Nebraska 68801 

 
Re:  Loup River Hydroelectric Project 

FERC Project Number 1256 
Request for an Updated Species List 

Dear Mr. Harms: 

As you are aware, Loup Power District (the District) filed a Notice of Intent (NOI) and a Pre-Application 
Document (PAD) in October 2008 to begin the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) relicensing 
process for its hydroelectric facilities located on the Loup River near Columbus, Nebraska (Project). In 
FERC’s Notice of Commencement on December 16, 2008, FERC initiated informal consultation with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and designated Loup Power District (the District) as the non-federal 
representative to conduct ESA section 7 consultation. 

The District is currently preparing a draft Biological Assessment.  In letters dated July 21, 2008 and 
September 18, 2008, the USFWS provided technical assistance to the District in determining the potential 
issues related to threatened or endangered species. In accordance with section 7 of the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA), USFWS developed a list of federally listed species that may occur in the Project area or may be 
affected by the proposed relicensing of the Project. These species were: 

 Interior Least Tern 

 Pallid Sturgeon 

 Piping Plover 

 Western Prairie Fringed Orchid 

 Whooping Crane 

I would like to request confirmation of the species listed in the aforementioned letter as the federally listed 
threatened and endangered species which may be applicable to the Project. 

Please submit your concurrence by October 10, 2011, to HDR Engineering, the District’s relicensing 
consultant: 
  
 Matt Pillard 
 HDR Engineering 
 8404 Indian Hills Drive 
 Omaha, NE  68114 
 Matt.pillard@hdrinc.com 
 



 

Please feel free to contact Matt Pillard (402-399-1186) of HDR if you have any questions or 
clarifications regarding the updated species list request. Thank you for your assistance. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Neal D. Suess 
President/CEO 
Loup Public Power District 

 
cc:  Kim Nguyen, FERC 
  Matt Pillard, HDR   
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Engelbert, Pat
Sent: Thursday, October 13, 2011 2:31 PM
To: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Cc: Thompson, Wendy
Subject: FW: Sediment Delivery
Attachments: LoupSediment.pdf; Paul Makowski 2011_10_12 e.mail Response.docx; 2010 Dredging 

Information.xls

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Lisa, 

 

Below is the e-mail and associated attachment (LoupSediment.pdf) I received from Paul Makowski regarding the 

District’s dredge operations and the associated sediment calculations.  Attached is the response to comments document 

as well as the spreadsheet with dredge amounts referenced in the response to comments.  Please review and provide 

comment. 

 

Pat 

 

PATRICK J. ENGELBERT 

P.E. 
HDR Engineering, Inc. 

Water Resources Section Manager 

8404 Indian Hills Drive | Omaha, NE 68114  

402.399.4917 | c: 402.679.4221  

Pat.Engelbert@hdrinc.com | hdrinc.com  

Follow Us - Facebook | Twitter | YouTube 

 

 

From: Paul Makowski [mailto:Paul.Makowski@ferc.gov]  

Sent: Wednesday, October 12, 2011 2:58 PM 

To: Engelbert, Pat 
Subject: Sediment Delivery 

 

Pat, 

For me to understand table 5.1 of Study 1.0, Sedimentation, dated August 26, 2011, I have several questions.  Note that 
there is overlap between some of the questions.  To facilitate discussion I have attached a schematic showing the study 

area of the Loup River, Power Canal and Platte River.  The attachment also includes sediment yield estimates for various 

points in the Study area.  These estimates were developed by the Missouri River Basin Commission (MRBC) (September 
1975) and Loup Power District (LPD) (August 26, 2011). 

1.      MRBC’s 1975 sediment yield estimates were updated based on LPD’s dredging records for the periods 1940.1974 
and 1975.2009.  The average annual sediment dredged from 1940.1974 was estimated at 3.75 million tons and at 2.00 
millions tons for the period 1975.2009.  The ratio of reduction was calculated as 0.534 and this ratio was applied to the 
Loup River watershed input.  The updating of all the MRBC yields was made by “parlaying” the 0.534 adjustment 
downstream.  Please describe this “parlaying” process (supporting calculations would be helpful). 
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2.      It appears that the average annual sediment dredged from 1940.1974 was used to represent the MRBC’s study 
timeframe.  However, the MRBC study used a value of 1.9 million tons of sediment removed from the Settling Basin (table 
4.4).  It appears that the value of sediment removal used in the MRBC study is virtually identical to the value used in the 
LPD study (1.9 versus 2.0 million tons).  The MRBC study does not mention or quantify dredged material directed to the 
South Sand Management Area.  What are your thoughts concerning the application of the 0.534 reduction ratio to update 
MRBC yields? 

3.      LPD states that the cause of the reduction in sediment yield from the Loup River watershed is not known.  However, 
if the cause is related to improved land conservation and management practices (as described in the MRBC study), 
shouldn’t a similar reduction be applied to the other watersheds?  MRBC recognized a phased implementation of land 
conservation and management practices and developed revised sediment yields for various watersheds for the years 
1985, 2000 and 2020 (tables 4.7, 4.8, and 4.9, respectively).  These watersheds include the Loup River, Elkhorn River, 
upper Platte River and lower Platte River.  These revised sediment yields could be used with the recent dredging records 
to update MRBC yields.  What are your thoughts? 

4.      Although the MRBC study provided continuity, it does not appear that continuity is provided in the new study total 
column of table 5.1.  For example, referring to the schematic, the yield from the Loup River (LR1), upstream of the 
diversion, is divided between the Power Canal and the Loup River bypass.  The new study total column of table 5.1 
shows that the yield in the Loup River bypass (LR2), downstream of the diversion, as 2,030,000 tons.  Therefore, 
2,150,000 tons (4,180,000 – 2,030,000) would join the Power Canal (PC1).  The new study total column of table 5.1 
shows that 2,004,800 tons (PC2) are removed from the Settling Basin and that 700,000 tons (PC3) continues 
downstream.  Therefore, 2,704,880 tons (2,004,800 + 700,000) must enter the Power Canal (PC1).  The difference 
between the two estimates for PC1 is 554,800 tons or 27% of the value provided on line 5, table 5.1.  Is continuity 
provided in the new study total column of table 5.1? 

When we last spoke on September 14
th
, LPD was going to send dredging records that shows the amount of sediment 

directed to the North and South Sand Management Areas.  Section 4.2.7 of the PAD states that from 1937 to 1960, all 
dredged material was direct to the South Sand Management Area.  The PAD goes on to say that beginning in 1961, 
dredged material was also directed to the North Sand Management Area and beginning in 1975 the majority of dredged 
material was directed to the North Sand Management Area.  What caused the need for the North Sand Management 
Area? 

Thank you for your insights. 

Paul Makowski 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

Division of Hydropower Licensing 

888 First Street, N.E. 

Washington, D.C. 20426 

(202) 502.6836 . telephone 

(202) 219.0205 .fax 

<<LoupSediment.pdf>>  



DREDGE HISTORY

Material Material Total Dredging
Pumped to Pumped to Material Dredging Yards per

Year South Side North Side Pumped Hours Hour
2010 433,522 682,564 1,116,086 2638 423
2009 603,781 750,123 1,353,904 2898 467
2008 466,155 844,157 1,310,312 3007 436
2007 496,670 673,900 1,170,570 3440 340
2006 391,743 634,002 1,025,745 3232 317
2005 327,226 774,813 1,102,039 3,424 322
2004 264,488 625,965 890,453 2,920 305
2003 235,004 827,073 1,062,077 3,272 325
2002 403,004 674,071 1,077,075 3,480 310
2001 169,371 939,665 1,109,036 3,228 344
2000 284,814 866,633 1,151,447 3,265 353
1999 565,924 1,065,627 1,631,551 3,854 423
1998 671,265 783,238 1,454,503 3,835 379
1997 381,595 1,091,218 1,472,813 3,687 399
1996 407,002 828,888 1,235,890 3,213 385
1995 311,963 897,997 1,209,960 3,178 381
1994 309,778 902,074 1,211,852 2,905 417
1993 345,913 986,687 1,332,600 2,937 454
1992 466,047 1,076,827 1,542,874 3,623 426
1991 224,313 1,136,398 1,360,711 3,071 443
1990 189,551 1,177,446 1,366,997 3,124 438
1989 200,835 976,037 1,176,872 3,141 375
1988 223,869 942,468 1,166,337 2,950 395
1987 541,471 755,800 1,297,271 3,678 353
1986 323,157 987,572 1,310,729 3,334 393
1985 372,859 920,279 1,293,138 3,549 364
1984 379,166 776,408 1,155,574 3,206 360
1983 470,470 1,125,526 1,595,996 5,221 306
1982 278,088 910,488 1,188,576 3,753 317
1981 202,728 976,288 1,179,016 3,601 327
1980 193,242 738,399 931,641 3,217 290
1979 86,141 850,972 937,113 2,974 315
1978 310,680 816,537 1,127,217 3,142 359
1977 266,998 1,197,860 1,464,858 3,640 402
1976 306,720 941,639 1,248,359 3,220 388
1975 431,737 737,672 1,169,409 3,068 381
1974 746,050 733,038 1,479,088 3,405 434
1973 878,563 801,729 1,680,292 3,547 474
1972 1,120,194 356,493 1,476,687 3,551 416
1971 957,501 433,309 1,390,810 3,100 449
1970 1,252,055 242,729 1,494,784 3,262 458
1969 1,109,118 296,877 1,405,995 2,863 491
1968 1,175,096 333,168 1,508,264 3,375 447
1967 1,025,852 692,196 1,718,048 3,548 484
1966 1,283,181 277,932 1,561,113 3,481 448
1965 1,484,449 268,239 1,752,688 3,534 496
1964 1,298,392 512,893 1,811,285 3,698 490



1963 1,195,471 243,595 1,439,066 3,524 408
1962 1,428,476 523,980 1,952,456 4,060 481
1961 1,174,312 558,982 1,733,294 3,357 516
1960 1,836,727 0 1,836,727 3,925 468
1959 2,016,229 0 2,016,229 4,241 475
1958 2,827,443 0 2,827,443 4,899 577
1957 3,173,330 0 3,173,330 3,704 857
1956 2,504,070 0 2,504,070 2,679 935
1955 2,419,914 0 2,419,914 2,561 945
1954 3,608,443 0 3,608,443 3,821 944
1953 3,258,338 0 3,258,338 3,308 985
1952 3,396,650 0 3,396,650 3,424 992
1951 4,373,774 0 4,373,774 4,405 993
1950 3,193,537 0 3,193,537 3,303 967
1949 3,210,191 0 3,210,191 3,419 939
1948 3,588,265 0 3,588,265 3,811 942
1947 4,140,312 0 4,140,312 4,330 956
1946 4,351,249 0 4,351,249 4,385 992
1945 2,073,500 0 2,073,500 3,625 572
1944 2,035,748 0 2,035,748 3,559 572
1943 1,739,452 0 1,739,452 3,041 572
1942 2,382,952 0 2,382,952 4,166 572
1941 1,824,680 0 1,824,680 3,190 572
1940 1,438,008 0 1,438,008 2,514 572
1939 1,767,480 0 1,767,480 3,090 572
1938 1,627,349 0 1,627,349 2,845 572
1937 363,220 0 363,220 635 572

Minimum 86,141 0 363,220 635 290

Maximum 4,373,774 1,197,860 4,373,774 5,221 993

Average 1,240,768 515,790 1,756,559 3,393 514



Comparison of Estimated Sediment Delivery

Tons/yr3 Location in table4 Raw3

LR1 7,825,100 35c-4 4,180,000 In Loup River upstream of diversion
LR2 5,225,100 35c-4 2,030,000 To Loup River Bypass (downstream of diversion)
PC1 2,600,000 LR1 - LR2 2,150,000 To Power Canal downstream of diversion

PC1 2,600,000 PC2 + PC3 2,704,800 In Power Canal downstream of diversion
PC2 1,900,000 35c-4 2,004,800 Removed from settling basin in Power Canal
PC3 700,000 35c-4 700,000 In Power Canal downstream of settling basin
PC4 350,000 35c-9 350,000 Assumed Deposition in Power Canal (removed from transport)
PC5 350,000 35c-9 350,000 Power Canal contribution to Platte River

LR2 5,225,100 35c-4 2,030,000 In Loup River Bypass (downstream of diversion)
LR3 0 560,000 Input from the South Sand Management Area
LR4 5,225,100 35c-4 2,590,000 In Loup River Bypass (downstream of diversion)
LR5 1,860,300 35c-9 993,500 Indirect addition to Loup River Bypass between diversion and confluence

06794500 7,085,400 LR2 + LR5 2,960,000 Loup River Bypass contribution to Platte River (Columbus gage)
7,435,400 35c-9 3,373,500 Combination of Loup River Bypass and Power Canal (contribution to Platte River)

06774000 1,865,400 &-19 1,870,000 Platte River Upstream of Loup River Bypass confluence (Duncan gage)
PR2 8,950,800 06794500 + 06774000 4,900,000 Platte River between Loup River Bypass and Power Canal
PR3 9,300,800 p 4-44 5,243,500 Platte River downstream of Power Canal
PR4 555,100 06796000 - PR3 526,500 Indirect addition to Platte River between Loup System and North Bend

067960006 9,855,900 35-26 5,770,000 Platte River at North Bend gage
PR5 101,000 35-27 80,000 Platte River Tributaries

06796500 9,956,900 35-27 5,850,000 Platte River at Leshara gage
PR6 4,709,700 35d-32 4,760,000 Elkhorn River contribution to Platte River

06801000 14,666,600 35-27 10,610,000 Platte River at Ashland gage
PR7 2,174,300 35e-13 + 35-28 + 35-30 2,170,000 Indirect addition to Platte River between Ashland and Louisville

06805500 16,840,900 35-30 12,780,000 Platte River at Louisville gage

1 - From Tables 4-4 - 4-6, MRBC Platte River Basin, Level B Study, September, 1975.
2 - From Table 5-1, Study 1.0, Sedimentation, August 26, 2011.
3 - Values presented in bold were obtained directly from the tables.  Values in italics were calculated.
4 - Corresponding line number in tables 4-3 - 4-6.  The yields in italics were calculated using the identified ID values.
5 - Corresponding line in Table 5-1.  The yields in italics were calculated using the identified ID values.
6 - Table 4-6 has a typographical error in the Yield to Platte (reported as 9,885,900).

ID
MRBC1

7

Sediment yield (tons/year)

5
4

LR2 + LR3
6

LR1 - LR2

PC2 + PC3
2
3

Updated Study Report2

Line5

1
5

18

9

10
11
12

06796000 - PR3

06796500 - 06796000

06801000 - 06796500

06805500 - 06801000

15

16

17

LR1

LR2

06794500

LR5
PC1

PC2
PC3

PC4

PC5

06774000

06796000

06805500

PR2 PR3

PR4

LR3

LR4

PR5

06796500

PR7

06801000

PR6

Power Canal (PC)

Loup River (LR)

Platte River (PR)



Pat, 

For me to understand table 5-1 of Study 1.0, Sedimentation, dated August 26, 2011, I have several 
questions.  Note that there is overlap between some of the questions.  To facilitate discussion I have 
attached a schematic showing the study area of the Loup River, Power Canal and Platte River.  The 
attachment also includes sediment yield estimates for various points in the Study area.  These estimates 
were developed by the Missouri River Basin Commission (MRBC) (September 1975) and Loup Power 
District (LPD) (August 26, 2011). 

1.      MRBC’s 1975 sediment yield estimates were updated based on LPD’s dredging records for the 
periods 1940-1974 and 1975-2009.  The average annual sediment dredged from 1940-1974 was 
estimated at 3.75 million tons and at 2.00 millions tons for the period 1975-2009.  The ratio of reduction 
was calculated as 0.534 and this ratio was applied to the Loup River watershed input.  The updating of all 
the MRBC yields was made by “parlaying” the 0.534 adjustment downstream.  Please describe this 
“parlaying” process (supporting calculations would be helpful). 

Response:  In the August 26, 2009 Study Plan Determination from FERC, the District was directed to 
“adjust the sediment yield calculated for the Loup River and its tributaries downstream of 
the project’s diversion dam as well as the project’s tailrace based on documented 
reduction in dredged material from the project’s settling basin”.  From Table 4-4 in the 
MRBC study, the amount of sediment yield upstream of the diversion is 7,825,100 
tons/year.  Based on the reduction in dredged material, the ratio of 0.534 (2.00/3.75) was 
applied to the yield listed in the MRBC study, resulting in an updated yield upstream of 
the diversion of 4,180,000 tons (7,825,100 * 0.534).  By parlaying, it was meant to 
describe that the cumulative downstream sediment yields were adjusted based on the 
updated or changed Loup Basin sediment yield.  This was done by adding the 
downstream basin sediment yields listed in Table 4-4 of the MRBC Study to the updated 
Loup Basin yield value.  It is noted that FERC did not direct the District to adjust the basin 
yields downstream of the diversion.  This is reasonable since there is no data to develop 
an adjustment factor for the downstream basins.  

2.      It appears that the average annual sediment dredged from 1940-1974 was used to represent the 
MRBC’s study timeframe.  However, the MRBC study used a value of 1.9 million tons of sediment 
removed from the Settling Basin (table 4-4).  It appears that the value of sediment removal used in the 
MRBC study is virtually identical to the value used in the LPD study (1.9 versus 2.0 million tons).  The 
MRBC study does not mention or quantify dredged material directed to the South Sand Management 
Area.  What are your thoughts concerning the application of the 0.534 reduction ratio to update MRBC 
yields? 

Response:   The MRBC report does not state how the dredged value of 1.9 million tons/year listed in 
Table 4-4 was developed. The MRBC report was published in September,1975, and a 
review of the District’s records shows that the amount dredged in 1975 was 
approximately 1.9 million tons per year (see Figure 5-1 in the Updated Study Report).   
Based on District records between 1940-1974, the average dredged amount was 3.75 
million tons per year, and between 1975 and 2009, the average dredged amount was 
2.00 million tons per year.  It appears coincidental that the 1.9 million tons of dredged 
material listed in the MRBC report is similar to the average dredge value from 1975 to 
2009.  Application of the reduction ratio to sediment yield upstream of the diversion 
structure appears reasonable given the wide range of dredge amount variability pre-1974 
and the relative stability of the dredge amount post-1975.  

3.      LPD states that the cause of the reduction in sediment yield from the Loup River watershed is not 
known.  However, if the cause is related to improved land conservation and management practices (as 
described in the MRBC study), shouldn’t a similar reduction be applied to the other watersheds?  MRBC 



recognized a phased implementation of land conservation and management practices and developed 
revised sediment yields for various watersheds for the years 1985, 2000 and 2020 (tables 4-7, 4-8, and 4-
9, respectively).  These watersheds include the Loup River, Elkhorn River, upper Platte River and lower 
Platte River.  These revised sediment yields could be used with the recent dredging records to update 
MRBC yields.  What are your thoughts? 

Response:   FERC did not direct the District to adjust the basin yields downstream of the diversion.  
This is reasonable since there is no data to develop an adjustment factor for the 
downstream basins. 

4.      Although the MRBC study provided continuity, it does not appear that continuity is provided in the 
new study total column of table 5-1.  For example, referring to the schematic, the yield from the Loup 
River (LR1), upstream of the diversion, is divided between the Power Canal and the Loup River bypass.  
The new study total column of table 5-1 shows that the yield in the Loup River bypass (LR2), downstream 
of the diversion, as 2,030,000 tons.  Therefore, 2,150,000 tons (4,180,000 – 2,030,000) would join the 
Power Canal (PC1).  The new study total column of table 5-1 shows that 2,004,800 tons (PC2) are 
removed from the Settling Basin and that 700,000 tons (PC3) continues downstream.  Therefore, 
2,704,880 tons (2,004,800 + 700,000) must enter the Power Canal (PC1).  The difference between the 
two estimates for PC1 is 554,800 tons or 27% of the value provided on line 5, table 5-1.  Is continuity 
provided in the new study total column of table 5-1? 

Response: Cumulative sediment yield is being maintained.  The difference noted in comment 4 
between the two estimates for PC1 is the amount of sediment that is dredged to the 
South Sand Management Area.  Recall that dredged sediment to the South Sand 
Management Area (South SMA) is re-introduced to the Loup River Bypass Reach.  As 
detailed in the PAD “After dredge material is deposited at the South SMA, the sand and 
water are conveyed adjacent to the settling basin in a northeasterly direction; a majority 
of the sand and water eventually flows back into the Loup River, as evidenced by 
establishment of large trees and only small changes in the elevation of the South SMA.”  
This information, although presented in the PAD, was not re-iterated in the ISR or USR, 
which was an oversight.  The 554,800 ton difference noted in Comment 4 is actually 
accounted for in the Loup Bypass Reach.   

When we last spoke on September 14th, LPD was going to send dredging records that shows the amount 
of sediment directed to the North and South Sand Management Areas.  Section 4.2.7 of the PAD states 
that from 1937 to 1960, all dredged material was direct to the South Sand Management Area.  The PAD 
goes on to say that beginning in 1961, dredged material was also directed to the North Sand 
Management Area and beginning in 1975 the majority of dredged material was directed to the North Sand 
Management Area.  What caused the need for the North Sand Management Area? 

Response: According to the District, local property owners expressed concern in the late 1950’s that 
the Loup River Bypass Reach was being pushed to the south due to the dredging 
operation (see spreadsheet 2010 Dredging Information.xls).  Therefore, beginning in 
1961, the District began dredging to both the South SMA as well as the North Sand 
Management Area (North SMA).  According to District records, since 1975 approximately 
70% of the material is dredged to the North SMA and approximately 30% of the material 
is dredged to the South SMA. 

Thank you for your insights. 

Paul Makowski 

  



Subsequent e-mail question: 

While we are talking about sediment, what is the relationship between the values in Table 4-4 and Table 
5-1?  

Response: Table 5-1 details the basin yield estimates provided by the MRBC Report, and the 
updated yield values based on the ratio of reduction upstream of the diversion structure.  
Table 4-4 details an analysis to confirm our capacity calculations at the Genoa gage 
using dredge and flow records.  We assumed that the amount of sediment transport was 
proportional to the flow split.  The results are detailed on page 46 of the USR. 



 

 



Nebraska Off Highway Vehicle Association NOHVA 
TBQ Sport Club, Incorporated 

A Non-Profit Association For All Terrain Vehicle, UTV and Off Road Motorcycle Users - Established 1987 
Business Office:   2231 West 10th Street, Grand Island, Nebraska 68803  

Web site:  www.nohva.com              Telephone: 308-381-2143                Email: danno@nohva.com 
 
 
October 16, 2011 
 
Lisa M. Richardson 
Relicensing Project Manager 
HDR Engineering, Inc 
8404 Indian Hills Drive 
Omaha, NE 68114 
 
Dear Lisa, 
 
Thank you for asking us to comment on the Draft Recreation Management Plan and 
allowing us to participate on the FERC relicensing project. 
 
We find that the document as written does a good job of describing recreation 
opportunities and contains interesting data and observations.  We have no objections to 
any of its contents.  After review by our Board of Directors, we would like to offer these 
comments concerning the Draft Recreation Management Plan. 
 
The members of our organization are honored to be part of the cooperative effort to 
provide ATV, dirtbike and UTV trails at the Headworks OHV Park.   
 
While we truly enjoy the OHV trail system, the existing camping and park facilities at the 
Headworks recreation area are extremely important to our members.   We thank Loup 
Power for considering to provide upgraded camper electrical outlets.  Camping is a very 
popular family oriented activity among our members.  No other governmental 
subdivision in Nebraska provides as fine of facilities with this much diversification to the 
public at no charge as Loup Power does.   
 
Our members support improvements to restroom facilities in the OHV parking area.  We 
understand the situation concerning showers, potable water and flush toilets.  It would 
be very cost prohibitive to provide these amenities, let alone meeting minimum state 
and local standards involving the operation of the amenities.  The Loup Power staff does 
an outstanding job of maintaining above average sanitary considerations of the existing 
vault toilets at Headworks Park.   
 
About 70% of our members are family members.  Many of our family members have 
children who already enjoy the playground facilities at Headworks Park.  Additional 
improvements to playground equipment and areas would be greatly appreciated.   
 



Our members welcome improvements to OHV area parking.  Drainage can be a problem 
at times and the dispersed nature of the parking area for OHV users is not an efficient 
use of the land available.  A good example of parking management at an OHV park 
would be the Little Sahara State Park near Waynoka Oklahoma where the parking areas 
are divided into separate parking spots.  Many of us are very familiar with this 
operation.  If further assistance is desired, NOHVA members would be happy to help 
provide input. 
 
In closing, it is impossible to for us to adequately thank the Loup Power District and 
their staff for all that they have done to provide a badly needed recreation facility for 
ATVs, dirtbike and UTV enthusiasts in Nebraska.  Please keep up the great work! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dan Nitzel, NOHVA Business Manager and President 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha)
Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2011 6:57 PM
To: Thompson, Wendy
Subject: FW: Platte River Channel Document
Attachments: Slingshot.txt

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

For the DB and PW – don’t worry about the attachment, but please include the name of the attachment in the info in the 
DB.  Thanks 
 

From: Engelbert, Pat  
Sent: Tuesday, October 18, 2011 9:35 AM 

To: Paul Makowski 

Cc: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Hunt, George 
Subject: Platte River Channel Document 
 

HDR Employees: 
Use the "Download Attachments" button after opening this message in Outlook to download attached files.  
 
Non$HDR Recipients: 
If you are not an HDR employee and this is your first time using Slingshot click here and follow the prompts to set your 
password. 
 
Returning users click here to Download (files: HF_PR0013_The Platte River Channel, History and Restoration, Apr 
2004.pdf;)  

Notice: The link in this email will only work for up to 30 days (as set by the sender). If you need access to these 
files for longer, please download and save a copy locally. Recipients of forwarded emails WILL NOT have access 
to the files using this link.  
 

 

Paul, 

 

Attached is the document you requested.  It is quite large, so if it gets stripped, let me know and we will post the 

document on the project ftp site. 

 

Pat 

HDR Employees: 
Use the "Download Attachments" button after opening this message in Outlook to download attached files.  
 
Non$HDR Recipients: 
If you are not an HDR employee and this is your first time using Slingshot click here and follow the prompts to set your 
password. 
 
Returning users click here to Download (files: HF_PR0013_The Platte River Channel, History and Restoration, Apr 
2004.pdf;)  

Notice: The link in this email will only work for up to 30 days (as set by the sender). If you need access to these 
files for longer, please download and save a copy locally. Recipients of forwarded emails WILL NOT have access 
to the files using this link.  
 



FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D.C.  20426 

October 21, 2011 
 
 
 
OFFICE OF ENERGY PROJECTS 
 

Project No. 1256-029 – Nebraska 
Loup River Hydroelectric Project 
Loup Power District 

 
 
Neal D. Suess, President/CEO 
Loup Power District 
2404 15th Street 
P.O. Box 988 
Columbus, NE  68602-0988 
 
Reference: Commission Staff Comments on the Updated Study Report 
 
Dear Mr. Suess: 
 

Commission staff has reviewed the updated initial study report and meeting 
summary for the Loup Project No. 1256, filed on August 29, 2011 (supplemented on 
September 7, 2011) and September 23, 2011, respectively.  We do not have any 
comments on the meeting summary.  Our comments and recommendations with respect 
to the updated study report are provided in Appendix A. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Lee Emery at (202) 502-8379 or 

lee.emery@ferc.gov. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Nicholas Jayjack, Chief 
Midwest Branch 
Division of Hydropower Licensing 

 
Enclosure:  Schedule A 
 
cc: Mailing List 
 Public Files 

mailto:lee.emery@ferc.gov
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APPENDIX A 
 

Commission staff has reviewed the updated study report (USR) pursuant to 
18 CFR § 5.15(f), and has the following comments and recommendations pursuant 
to 18 CFR § 5.15(e). 

 
The USR included the results of each study as required by the 

Commission’s Study Plan Determination, issued on August 26, 2009, including 
the integration and modification of results that had previously been reported 
separately in the initial and second initial study reports.  Based on staff’s review of 
the USR, we find that although the USR illustrates that the Platte River is in 
dynamic equilibrium, the USR also shows that project operations result in a large 
reduction in sediment yield in the Loup River system.  This reduction will likely 
impact sediment transport further downstream in the Platte River, which may 
affect channel dimensions and sandbar habitat for interior least tern (Sterna 

antillarum) and piping plover (Charadrius melodus) nesting.  Therefore, we 
recommend the additional study described below. 
 

Operational Alternatives Study 
 
Goals and Objectives 
 
§5.9 (b)(1) — Describe the goals and objectives of each study proposal and the 

information to be obtained. 

 

The goal of this study is to analyze potential changes in sediment transport 
based on alternative project operations designed to mitigate project-related 
sediment depletion in the lower Platte River and/or enhance nesting habitat for 
interior least terns and piping plovers. 
 
 Specifically, the objectives of the study include: 

 Analyze four alternatives to existing project operation. 
 Determine the effects of the alternative operations on dominant and 

effective discharges in the Loup River bypassed reach and the lower 
Platte River. 

 Explain all input parameters, assumptions, and computations used in 
analyzing the four alternatives. 

 
§5.9(b)(2) — If applicable, explain the relevant resource management goals of the 

agencies or Indian tribes with jurisdiction over the resource to be studied. 

 
 Not applicable. 
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§5.9(b)(3) — If the requester is not a resource agency, explain any relevant public 

interest considerations in regard to the proposed study. 

 
The Commission must decide whether to issue a license to the Loup Power 

District for the Loup River Hydroelectric Project (project).  Sections 4(e) and 
10(a) of the Federal Power Act (FPA) require the Commission to give equal 
consideration to all uses of the waterway on which a project is located, and what 
conditions should be placed on any license that may be issued.  In making its 
license decision, the Commission must equally consider the environmental, 
recreational, fish and wildlife, and other non-developmental values of the project, 
as well as power and developmental values.  Any license issued shall be best 
adapted to a comprehensive plan for improving or developing a waterway or 
waterways for all beneficial public uses. 
 
 Reduction in the sediment yield caused by project operations could 
adversely affect the formation of sandbar habitat necessary for interior least tern 
and piping plover nesting in the Loup and lower Platte Rivers.  Properly analyzing 
operational alternatives will ensure that the necessary protection, mitigation and/or 
enhancement measures are considered to fulfill the Commission’s responsibilities 
under sections 4(e) and 10(a) of the FPA, the National Environmental Policy Act, 
and Endangered Species Act.   
 
Background/Existing Information and Project Nexus 
 
§5.9(b)(4) – Describe existing information concerning the subject of the study 

proposal, and the need for additional information. 

 

 The USR analyzes operational effects on sediment yield caused by the 
current operations of the project; however, there is no information on the potential 
beneficial effects of alternative operations on nesting habitat for interior least terns 
and piping plovers. 
 
§5.9(b)(5) – Explain any nexus between project operations and effects (direct, 

indirect, and/or cumulative) on the resource to be studied, and how the study 

results would inform the development of license requirements. 
 

Existing project operation entails the removal of sediment from the Settling 
Basin located at the upstream end of the Loup Power Canal.  According to 
table 5-1 of Study 1.0, Sedimentation, the sediment removed from the Settling 
Basin and deposited within the Loup Power Canal and Babcock and North lakes 
represents 53 percent of the annual sediment yield from the Loup River system to 
the Platte River via the Loup River bypassed reach and the Loup Power Canal.  
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Further downstream in the Platte River, this removal of sediment from the Loup 
River system corresponds to 31 percent of the sediment yield of the Platte River at 
North Bend and 14 percent of the sediment yield at Louisville.  Table 5-1 also 
shows that the sediment yield of the Loup Power Canal to the Platte River is about 
13 percent of the adjusted sediment yield of the Loup River upstream of the 
project’s diversion weir.1 

 
This reduction of the sediment yield of the Loup Power Canal is analogous 

to flow released from a dam where sediment is trapped in the reservoir.  The clear 
water from the Loup Power Canal can adversely affect channel stability as the 
downstream erosive power is increased because the flows released from the 
project are no longer using energy to transport sediment removed from the 
system.2  Further, the USR provides sedimentation data based on narrow operating 
constraints, without considering how alternative operation regimes might improve 
sediment yield, and thus improve tern and plover nesting habitat formation in the 
Loup River Basin and Platte River downstream of the project. 
 
Proposed Methodology 
 
§5.8(b)(6) – Explain how any proposed study methodology (including any 

preferred data collection and analysis techniques, or objectively quantified 

information, and a schedule including appropriate field season(s) and the 

duration) is consistent with generally accepted practice in the scientific 

community or, as appropriate, considers relevant tribal values and knowledge. 

 

Our proposed study methodology is for you to apply the dominant and 
effective discharge methodology used in Study 2.0., Hydrocycling, to analyze the 
effects of the following alternative operations in the Loup River bypassed reach 
and the lower Platte River.  You would document all input parameters, 
assumptions, and computations. 

  
Alternative 1.  Release all dredged material to the Platte River at its 
confluence with the Loup Power Canal. 
 
This alternative would include construction and operation of a pipeline to 
convey dredged material from the Settling Basin to the confluence of the 

                                              
1 The sediment yield of the Loup River upstream of the diversion weir is 

adjusted based on the Loup Power Canal conveying 67 percent of the annual flow. 
2 Chen, Abraham H., David L. Rus, and C.P. Stanton.  1999.  Trends in 

Channel Gradation in Nebraska Streams, 1913-95.  USGS Water-Resources 
Investigations Report 99-4103.  Lincoln, Nebraska. 
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Loup Power Canal with the Platte River.  Neither the existing North nor  
South Sand Management Areas would be used. 
 
Alternative 2.  Release all dredged material to the South Sand 
Management Area. 
 
Under this alternative, all dredged material from the Settling Basin would 
be directed to the South Sand Management Area.  The North Sand 
Management Area would not be used. 
 
Alternative 3.  Release all dredged material to the South Sand 
Management Area and modify project operation to allow additional flow in 
the Loup River bypassed reach during high flow events. 
 
This alternative would be identical to Alternative 2 except that project 
operations would be curtailed during the tern and plover nesting season to 
allow high-flow events to transport sediment to the Loup River bypassed 
reach. 
 
Alternative 4.  Release all dredged material to the South Sand 
Management Area, modify project operations to allow additional flow in 
the Loup River bypassed reach during high flow events, and modify project 
operation to maintain a minimum water level in the Loup River bypassed 
reach. 
 
This alternative would be identical to Alternative 3 except that project 
operations would be modified during the tern and plover nesting season to 
provide a minimum flow in the Loup River bypassed reach to allow 
development and maintenance of tern and plover nesting habitat. 

 
Level of Effort and Cost 
 
§5.9(b)(7) – Describe considerations of level of effort and cost, as applicable, and 

why any proposed alternative studies would not be sufficient to meet the stated 

information needs. 
 
 The estimated cost of this work is approximately $25,000.  This desktop 
analysis may be completed for incorporation into the applicant’s preliminary 
licensing proposal, if possible, or if time does not permit, the results should be 
included in the license application filed with the Commission. 
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Selzle, Lydia

From: Albrecht, Frank [frank.albrecht@nebraska.gov]
Sent: Monday, October 24, 2011 9:37 AM
To: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Damgaard, Quinn V.
Subject: FW: Loup Hydroelectric Project 4 Recreation Management Plan

Lisa and Quinn, 

 

Dave Tunink, Fisheries Division, was part of the committee for the Recreation Management Plan (as a part of the LPD 

Relicensing).   Below are his comments that we are submitting for your consideration.    

 

Please call or email if you have questions.   

 

Thank you, 

 

Frank Albrecht 

Assistant Division Administrator 

Environmental Services Division 

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 

2200 N. 33rd St. 

Lincoln, NE 68503 

402347135422 

Visit us at http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us 

 

 

 

From: Tunink, Dave  

Sent: Thursday, October 13, 2011 2:23 PM 
To: Albrecht, Frank 

Cc: Richardson, Lisa (Omaha); Holland, Rick; Schuckman, Jeff 
Subject: RE: Loup Hydroelectric Project - Recreation Management Plan 

 

Frank, 

 

I completed my review and thought that it was a good plan.  Being a Fisheries Biologist I tend to look at the fishing 

opportunity side.  There was no mention concerning the sedimentation issues in both Lake North and Lake Babcock 

which creates problems for water clarity, boating and fish production.  I would think that in time that the Loup Power 

District would have to deal with the loss of water storage capacity as these lake become filled with sediment.  Being an 

open system, where riverine fish species can enter the lake system, it limits management options for sport fish species 

on the lakes.  One area that I feel needs to be addressed better concerns angler access along the canal especially along 

that section near the Columbus Powerhouse Park.  Just creating some rocked hard points along selected locations along 

the canal would improve access along the steep banks. 

 

Dave Tunink 

Assist. Admin. 

Fisheries Management Section 
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Thompson, Wendy

From: Randy_Thoreson@nps.gov
Sent: Friday, October 28, 2011 3:52 PM
To: lisa.richards@hdrinc.com
Cc: Damgaard, Quinn V.
Subject: preliminary draft Rec Management Plan - Loup Hydro Project 1256

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
Randy Thoreson 
National Park Service 
Rivers,Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program 
MN Office /  Randy T.  phone   (651) 293‐8450 
 
Hi Lisa, 
Here are my unofficial comments (ie not on NPS letterhead) regarding the preliminary draft 
Recreation Management Plan for the Loup Power District Project (FERC 1256). As we discussed, 
it is my understanding that these comments will be considered and  incorporated in the draft 
Recreation Management Plan with a formal submittal to FERC in relation to the draft License 
Application.  At that time, as I mentioned to you, a formal letter from NPS in accordance to 
the review period will be given. 
 
 
Preliminary Draft Recreation Management Plan ‐ Loup Hydro Project  (FERC 
1256) 
 
Comments: 
 
Section 1. Introduction 
   A number of comments were made both prior to and relating to Study 8.0 
   General Recreation Use Report. about the Loup River Bypass Reach. The 
   NPS has been consistent in stating  the need for recreation study for 
   this area as it relates to the Loup Power District Project. . Although 
   it is understood that much of the Bypass reach is not owned or managed 
   by the District, a discussion of the area is felt warranted as part of 
   the Recreation Management Plan. Reference is given to Section 5.7 and 
   5.8 of the Recreation Use Report that talks about the Loup River Bypass 
   Reach Recreation Facility Inventory and Survey.  A discussion of the 
   Inventory and Survey is suggested as a new Section 11.4 Loup River 
   Bypass Reach of the Recreation Management Plan. It is recommended that 
   paragraph four (4) of the Introduction be moved to the new Section 11.4 
   with added discussion relating to findings and conclusions. 
 
Section 2 Summary of Recreation Use Survey Results 
    2.1 Loup Canal Survey Responses. The fourth bullet (Do not stay 
   overnight).  The Loup Power District does offer many opportunities for 
   camping at the various recreation facilities sites. It is presumed these 
   sites are used during a regular basis within the summer months and other 
   prime times. Is it concluded that the statement "Do not stay overnight" 
   refers to  other areas along the Loup Power Canal ?  This is confusing 
   when reviewing information within the Recreation Management Plan 
   discussing survey results for the District's five developed recreation 
   areas. 
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Section 3. Loup Power Canal Use, Capacity, and Demand 
   3.3 Demand for District Recreation Sites. It is understood that when 
   calculating specific demand for acres of park and/or miles of trail it 
   is difficult to arrive at any quantifiable measurements. Using 
   guidelines as reflected in the National Recreation and Park Association 
   (NRPA) and referring to Nebraska's Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor 
   Recreation Plan (SCORP) for 2011‐2015 seems logical. The difficulty in 
   arriving at a consensus on measuring current and future demand is very 
   difficult (as quoted by the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission ‐ NGPC 
   2010). As such, and noting the application of guidelines and math for 
   park acres/trail miles,the NPS has no disagreement on conclusions within 
   Subsection 3.3 concluding that District Facilities meet NRPA guidelines. 
   Also, the discussion of recreation demand, in the broad sense, is 
   logical in terms of noting that projected recreation demand is not 
   anticipated to increase  ( "During the entire applied‐for‐license 
   period" is a bold statement since projections do not go out that far in 
   the future). 
 
Section 4 Headworks Park 
   4.41 Upgrade Camper Outlets.  Although existing outlets will be upgraded 
   to 50amps, a rationale for additional camper outlets is not given (Note 
   Table 4‐2 Requested Improvements ‐ Headworks Park). 
   4.4.2 The NPS commends the District for plans to construct a new 
   permanent restroom facility at Headworks OHV Park. 
   4.4.3   Stated throughout the Rec. Management Plan in relation to 
   District Recreation Facilities, a budget of $20,000 annually is referred 
   to for playground maintenance and upgrades. What will the determining 
   factors be in undertaking these actions?  Please explain. 
   4.4.4 The NPS commends the District for plans to install a sand 
   volleyball court. 
   4.5 Requested Improvements Not Planned. Install Shower Facilities, 
   Provide Potable Water. Improve Restrooms. The lack of installation 
   and/or improvements of these facilities due to infrastructure challenges 
   and proximity to the Loup River and Power Canal seems reasonable. 
   Restroom doors. The request for installation of doors on restroom stalls 
   seems warranted and appears that they should be included in improvements 
   by the District. 
 
Section 5 Lake Babcock Park (Loup Park) 
   5.4 Planned Improvements. See third bullet under Headworks Park. 
   5.5 Requested Improvements not planned. With the exception of potable 
   water, see fifth bullet under Headworks Park. 
 
Section 6 Lake North Park 
   6.4.1 The NPS commends the District  on plans to construct a wheelchair 
   accessible fishing pier, which would meet ADA guidelines, along the 
   north shore of Lake North. 
   6.4.2 Lake North No‐Wake Zone. The NPS commends the District on plans to 
   designate a no‐wake zone in the southeast corner of Lake North ‐ to 
   enhance the recognized fishing opportunities that exist in this portion 
   of the lake. 
   6.4.3  Upgrade Camper Outlets.  Although existing outlets will be 
   upgraded to 50amps, a rationale for additional camper outlets is not 
   given (Note Table 6‐2 Requested Improvements ‐ Lake North Park). 
   6.4.4 Improve Playground Equipment. See third bullet under Headworks 
   Park. 
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   6.4.5 Zebra Mussel Outreach. The identification and spread of Zebra 
   Mussels is an important issue. The NPS commends the District on 
   education and signage relating to the problem. 
   6.5 Requested Improvements Not Planned. The NPS has no disagreement with 
   stated reasons for not providing fish cleaning station, restock of fish, 
   additional fish structure, improvement of restrooms, and  installation 
   of shower facilities.  The request for more sand on the beach may be 
   addressed by some best management practices for sand stabilization 
   techniques. The District may want to investigate such methods. Does the 
   sand  (dredged) from  the north and south sand management areas meet 
   specifications/needs.? The District may have already researched these 
   possibilities. The NPS  has no difference of opinion on installing 
   additional camper capacity and outlets. The District rationale seems 
   appropriate. 
 
Section 7. Columbus Powerhouse Park 
   The NPS has no comments on this Section. 
 
Section 8. Tailrace Park. 
   8.4 Planned Improvements toTailrace Park   8.5 Requested Improvements 
   Not Planned. It is understood that Tailrace Park has  recreational 
   opportunities (fishing below the tailrace weir, playground area, etc..) 
   and challenges (vandalism, public safety, etc..).  The NPS has viewed 
   this area many times on both sides of the Loup Power Canal.and been 
   consistent  in seeing Tailrace Park as an area in need of 
   improvement(s).     Although no capital improvements are planned, a 
   creative approach to the Park may be a possibility. One such measure, as 
   highlighted in the Rec. Management Plan, would be to restrict vehicular 
   access to the park while maintaining pedestrian access. The placement of 
   parking is pointed out as a possibility north of the barriers. The 
   question arises, what more can be done with upgrading Tailrace Park and 
   at the same time recognizing the great deal of existing vandalism, 
   public safety, etc. ?   A thought would be the development of a Master 
   Tail Race Park Plan by a representative work group (ie. Loup Power Dist. 
   Rep, City Rep, Law Enforcement Rep) showing needed improvements, 
   timelines and costs. Creative approaches brought up during work group 
   discussions may work toward a Plan that both upgrades the Park and also 
   relates to the reduction of crime/vandalism.   Park hours, added 
   vandalism fines, park improvement elements with particularly sturdy 
   material types, etc  could be possibilities. 
 
Section 9 Trails 
   The NPS commends the District on plans to construct a new 2,000 foot 
   trail segment, consistent with CART's Master Plan,  along the southeast 
   shore of Lake Babcock. 
 
Table 10‐1 Planned Recreation Improvements 
    Please explain the reasoning behind the budgeted year and 
   improvement(s) . 
 
 
new Section 11.4 Loup River Bypass Reach. 
   This is recommended a s a new section discussing the Loup Bypass Reach. 
   Conclusions drawn from Study 8. Recreation Use General Recreation Use 
   Report (February 11. 2011)  would be included. Specifically these would 
   be 5.7 Loup Bypass Reach Recreation Facility Inventory and 5.8 Loup 
   River Bypass Reach Survey Responses.  As noted earlier, in this email, 
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   paragraph four, of Section 1 Introduction could be moved to this Section 
   11.4. 
 
Map(s) 
   The map shown in Attachment A ‐ Recreation Facility Location Sheets is 
   good. 
   It is recommended that a companion map (or integrated within the 
   Location Map) be developed showing the various planned Recreation 
   Facilities Improvements and Locations. 
 
 
 
Please feel to call me at 651‐293‐8450  or email me 
(randy_thoreson@nps.gov)  if you have any questions on these comments. 
 
thanks 
 
Randy Thoreson 
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Commenter* Comment Summary District Response
City of 

Columbus
The recreation management plan provides valuable information that the City will consider during future 
planning exercises.

City support is appreciated.

NOHVA
NOHVA supports the planned improvements to restroom facilities in the OHV parking area and 
playground equipment at Headworks Park.

NOHVA support is appreciated.

NOHVA
Our members welcome improvements to OHV area parking and the potential opportunity to provide 
input.  Drainage can be a problem and the dispersed parking area is not an efficient use of the land 
available. 

The District appreciates NOHVA's invitation for parking improvement coordination; however, the District is not proposing 
improvements to the OHV parking area at this time due to the limited occurrences when parking inefficiencies present a 
problem.

NGPC
Request some discussion of if/how the District plans to address sedimentation in the reservoirs, and 
associated affects to fisheries.  

The District is continually evaluating methods of maintaining reservoir storage capacity for both recreational and operational 
benefit.  At the present time, the District has no definitive plans that would be appropriate for incorporation into this 
document; however, the District welcomes cost-effective recommendations that would benefit both recreation and 
operations.

NGPC
Angler access along the canal, especially near the Columbus Powerhouse, could be improved via the 
creation of rocked hard points.

The District appreciates the need for angler access; however, the installation of rocked hard points in the canal is not 
considered feasible due to the amount of flow and the potential for bank sloughing, which could result.  The District would 
consider alternate angler access recommendations that do not involve improvements within the canal. 

NPS

NPS commends the District for the following planned improvements: 1) construction of a new 
permanent restroom facility and sand volleyball court at Headworks Park, 2) construction of a 
wheelchair accessible fishing pier along the north shore of Lake North, 3) designation of a no-wake zone 
in the southeast corner of Lake North, 4) education and signage relating to invasive species, 5) 
construction of a new 2,000 foot trail segment along the southeast shore of Lake Babcock. 

NPS support is appreciated.

NPS
A discussion of the Loup River Bypass Reach, including the results of the District-performed facility 
inventory and user survey, is felt warranted as part of the Recreation Management Plan.    

As noted by NPS, the District performed a recreation survey along the Loup River Bypass Reach.  The findings and conclusions, 
including that of little recreational use, are documented in the District's Second Initial Study Report.  As these study findings 
have been previously and formally filed in the FERC record, the District respectfully declines the request to repeat study 
findings and conclusions, related to the Loup River bypass reach, in the pertinent planning document.  

Because the District has no legal means to manage recreation along the Loup River Bypass reach, the District is not proposing 
recreation improvements in the Loup River bypass reach.

NPS
Plan content on survey results which indicate that respondents to not stay overnight is misleading.  The 
District offers many fine opportunities for camping.  It is presumed these sites are regularly used. 

The District appreciates NPS's recognition of the many opportunities it provides for overnight camping.  The noted plan 
content was provided as a broad summary and denotes that most commonly, persons surveyed in 2010 were partaking in day 
trips and were not camping at District facilities.  That is not to say that the District's camping opportunities are not widely used 
(as accurately noted by NPS).  The District has added a footnote to clarify this item.

NPS

NPS has no disagreement to the conclusion that District facilities meet NRPA recreation capacity 
guidelines.  Also, statement that projected recreation demand is not anticipated to increase is logical; 
however, making this statement for the entire license period may not be accurate because population 
projections are not available beyond 2030.

The District appreciates NPS's concurrence with capacity and demand conclusions.  The District will modify the plan to state 
that projected recreation demand is not anticipated to increase for at least the first 15 years of the license period (instead of 
the entire 30-year license period).

NPS
Rationale for not accommodating the public request for additional camper outlets at Tailrace Park is not 
provided.

Rationale has been added to plan: Outside of NOHVA jamboree weekends, camping demand does not warrant additional 
capacity/outlets.

Loup Power District - Preliminary Draft Recreation Management Plan
Comment/Response Matrix

November 13, 2011



2

Commenter* Comment Summary District Response

NPS
What factors will be evaluated during the determination of what playground equipment requires 
improvement or replacement?

The District has historically improved or replaced outdated playground equipment, as necessary.  Plan content regarding 
playground equipment will be slightly revised although no formal "improvement determination procedure" is  necessary. 

NPS
The lack of installation showers and potable water at Headworks Park and Lake Babcock Park, due to 
infrastructure challenges and proximity to the Loup River and Power Canal, is understood.  The request 
for installation of doors on restroom stalls seems to be a reasonable and warranted improvement.

The District appreciates NPS's understanding that additional infrastructure is not feasible at Headworks Park.  Regarding 
restroom doors, the District intentionally omits them from their facilities.  The District is of the opinion that restroom doors (in 
District convenience facilities) promote a sense of security for persons engaging in undesirable or illegal activity.  For this 
reason, the District does not plan to install restroom doors.

NPS
Although existing outlets will be upgraded to 50 amps, a rationale for not providing additional camper 
outlets at Lake North Park, as requested by the survey respondents, is not given.

The District notes that this explanation is provided in the last bullet of Section 6.5.  No additional plan content is necessary.

NPS

NPS has no disagreement with the District not implementing the following, requested improvements at 
Lake North Park: increase camper capacity, install fish cleaning station, restock fish, provide additional 
fish structure, improve restrooms, and install showers.  The request for more sand on the beach may be 
addressed by some best management practices for sand stabilization techniques.  

NPS's concurrence with District rationale is appreciated.  The District also appreciates NPS input on sand stabilization; however, 
the District has exhausted these efforts and does not intend further attempts to provide more desirable material.

NPS

It is understood that Tailrace Park provides recreational opportunities and challenges (vandalism, public 
safety, etc.).  One such measure to address the challenges, as highlighted in the Rec Management Plan, 
would be to restrict vehicular access to the park while maintaining pedestrian access.  An additional 
recommendation would be the development of a Master Tail Race Park Plan by a representative work 
group (i.e.. Loup Power Dist. Rep, City Rep, Law Enforcement Rep).  Park hours, added vandalism fines, 
park improvement elements with particularly sturdy material types, etc  could be components of the 
plan.

The District appreciates NPS's understanding of the magnitude of  vandalism at Tailrace Park and the difficulties it presents 
when considering recreation management.  As indicated in the Draft Recreation Management Plan, the District is still 
evaluating whether or not it will end vehicular access.  Should the District implement this measure and should the vandalism 
continue following implementation, the District would then evaluate further options.

NPS Explain the reasoning behind the schedule/budgeted year for the proposed improvements.
The years for which these improvements are budgeted result from District planning/budgeting analysis and are generally 
scheduled for the near term in order to accelerate public access to improved amenities.  No change to the plan document is 
necessary to explain this reasoning.

NPS It is recommended that a map(s) be developed to show the planned improvements and locations.
The District respectfully declines this recommendation in order to maintain flexibility in ultimate improvement locations.  The 
existing figures, in combination with the accompany text, are adequate in providing proximity of proposed improvements.

*NOHVA = Nebraska Off-Highway Vehicle Association; NGPC = Nebraska Game and Parks Commission; NPS = U.S. National Parks Service




